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'WO-(0ay dlalogue on Iintangipie neriiage at RauU conciuaes

‘Culture bound to go through evolution’

Dialogue on Intapeit > Cufreral fi:ti12 7 of Commugities

g ST
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culture of any community
is in a cpmplex process of
evolution and there is

" bound to be cultural

change,” said noted poet
and author Mamang Dai.
“We have to accept this
fact and understand that cul-
ture cannot grow if it is frozen

ormummified. Whatwe need”
to do is understand this pro-,

cess and find ways of how
we can retain a sense of con-

tinuity,” she said while ad--

dressing the valedictory
event of the two-day dialogue
intangible heritage
organised at the Rajiv Gandhi
University’s Arunachal Insti-
tute of Tribal Studies (AITS).
Participating in the dis-
cussions on the ‘way for-
ward” for retention of indig-
enous culture, former Vice-
Chancellor of RGU and
founder Director of AITS
Prof Tamo Mibang said that
there have been many. ini-
tiatives taken by both the
University and the Govern-
ment with regard to the pro-
motion of cultural practices,
but it was seen that there
Were not many takers.
“Itis important that com-
munities themselves come

‘ forward and engage with

the University and goyern-
ment for these initiatives to
be successful”, he said.
‘Prof Sukrita Pau] Kumar
spoke at length about the
need to include cultyre and
folklore into the curriculum
tomake younger generations
more aware about their cyl-
ture and identity. She also
sugoested that a mentorshiyy
programme be initiated with
the traditional practitioners

as mentors, which should-

include curriculum based par-
ticipatory learning.
Nerupama Modwel, Direc-
tor, ICH at INTACH stressed
on the need to create a net-
work of community resources
which could evolve into an
organic ‘database and said
that the primary challenge is
about how: to get the youth

interested in the discourse on

gested that promotion and
creating awareness was key
to achieve this.

She expressed much sat-
isfaction at the outcome of

. the, deliberations " .and

shared that INTACH was
very keen to collaborate
further with AITS on taking
forward the dialogue.

- Referring to the state cul-
tural policy proposed to be
formulated, she hoped that
since the AITS is expected
to spearhead the process,

*the outcomes of this dia-
logue would find reflection
in the Policy.

Elaborating on the-pro-
cess of the event, AITS Di-
rector Prof Simon John said
that it was vital that the re-
source persons from the
communities have partici-
pated and given inputs to-
wards the retommenda-
tions to be formulated and
said ‘that the AITS would
always offer its platform for,
more initiatives like this.

Recognising that there are
fault lines that exist'in the
practice and continuity of the
intangible cultural heritage of
the tribes in Arunachal, the
community participants in
their deliberations called for
tangible measures tp be

cultural heritage ‘and sug- -

taken in order to bridge the
generational disconnect that .
exists in regard to transmis-
sion of heritage. . . .

For this, it was proposed.
that a Centre for Traditional
Knowledge Systems and
Skills Development be set
up by the government that
would engage artisans and
performers to impart train- .
ing in various forms of fotk
expression. This Centre
would create academic con-
tent and offer various vo-
catjonal courses on tradi-
tional arts and crafts.

Earlier in«the day, the
event witnessed interactive
sessions with weavers, .in-
digenous chiropractors and
beads-and-accessory mak-
ers, along with-a performance
by a Galo cultural troupe.

During these sessions,
which' were moderated by
ZilphaModi, Dr. Tarun Mene
and Dr, Lienzang Zeite ofthe
AITS, live demonstrations of
weaving, indigenous
chiropractice and bead-mak-
ing were alsq carried out.

The two-day colloquium
concluded with the distri-
bution of certificates to the
Community Resource Per-
sons and a moving rendi-
tion of two of her poems by .
Prof. Sukrita Paul. %

Free Wi-Fi entertainment

in train introduced

MALIGAON, Nov 20:
Northeast Frontier Railway
has introduced free Wi-Fi
Entertainment System in
20301 /20502 Agartala —
Anand Vihar Rajdhani-Ex-

ress last month, Passen-
gers get.aceess to about 30
hours of entertainment me-
dia through 'thei‘r mobile
phones, Wi-Fienabled Tab-
lets, Laptops ’r}nd oll?er gad-
gets without incurring any
cost for data. This facility is
available to all passengers
who have a Wi-Fi enabled
device irrcsgective of cla;s
of travel. More cantent will
be provided in a phased

manner taking the total me-
dia content to about 500
hours. More traind in N F
Railway will be brought un-
der the service soon:

The first train in Indian
Railways to get Wi-Fi fa-
cility was Howrah - Delhi
Rajdhani Express. Since
then  several other
Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Duronto and Gatiman Ex-
press trains have been
covered under Indian
Railway’s ambitious plan
of providing uninterrupted
Wi-Fi Internet service in
trains moving at more than
100 kn per hour.





