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Chapter 1

Reformation

The Reformation (alternatively named the Protestant
Reformation or the European Reformation) was a major
movement within Western Christianity in 16th-century Europe
that posed a religious and political challenge to the Catholic
Church and in particular to papal authority, arising from what
were perceived to be errors, abuses, and discrepancies by the
Catholic Church. The Reformation was the start of
Protestantism and the split of the Western Church into
Protestantism and what is now the Roman Catholic Church. It
is also considered one of the events that signify the end of the

Middle Ages and beginning of Early modern period in Europe.

Prior to Martin Luther, there were many earlier reform
movements. Although the Reformation is usually considered to
have started with the publication of the Ninety-five Theses by
Martin Luther in 1517, he was not excommunicated until
January 1521 by Pope Leo X. The Edict of Worms of May 1521
condemned Luther and officially banned citizens of the Holy
Roman Empire from defending or propagating his ideas. The
spread of Gutenberg'sprinting press provided the means for the
rapid dissemination of religious materials in the vernacular.
Luther survived after being declared an outlaw due to the
protection of Elector Frederick the Wise. The initial movement
in Germany diversified, and other reformers such as Huldrych
Zwingli and John Calvin arose. Key events of the period
include: Diet of Worms (1521), formation of the LutheranDuchy
of Prussia (1525), English Reformation (1529 onwards), the
Council of Trent (1545-63), the Peace of Augsburg (1555), the
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excommunication of Elizabeth I (1570), Edict of Nantes (1598)
and Peace of Westphalia (1648). The Counter-Reformation, also
called the Catholic Reformation or the Catholic Revival, was the
period of Catholic reforms initiated in response to the
Protestant Reformation. The end of the Reformation era is

disputed.
Overview

Movements had been made towards a Reformation prior to
Martin Luther, so some Protestants, such as Landmark
Baptists, in the tradition of the Radical Reformation prefer to
credit the start of the Reformation to reformers such as Arnold
of Brescia, Peter Waldo, John Wycliffe, Jan Hus, Petr

Chelcicky, and Girolamo Savonarola.

Due to the reform efforts of Hus and other Bohemian
reformers, UtraquistHussitism was acknowledged by the
Council of Basel and was officially tolerated in the Crown of
Bohemia, although other movements were still subject to
persecution, including the Lollards in England and the

Waldensians in France and Italian regions.

Luther began by criticising the sale of indulgences, insisting
that the Pope had no authority over purgatory and that the
Treasury of Merit had no foundation in the Bible. The
Reformation developed further to include a distinction between
Law and Gospel, a complete reliance on Scripture as the only
source of proper doctrine (sola scriptura) and the belief that
faith in Jesus is the only way to receive God's pardon for sin
(sola fide) rather than good works. Although this is generally

considered a Protestant belief, a similar formulation was
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taught by Molinist and Jansenist Catholics. The priesthood of
all believers downplayed the need for saints or priests to serve
as mediators, and mandatory clerical celibacy was ended.
Simul justusetpeccator implied that although people could
improve, no one could become good enough to earn forgiveness
from God. Sacramental theology was simplified and attempts at

imposing Aristotelian epistemology were resisted.

Luther and his followers did not see these theological
developments as changes. The 1530 Augsburg Confession
concluded that "in doctrine and ceremonies nothing has been
received on our part against Scripture or the Church Catholic",
and even after the Council of Trent, Martin Chemnitz published
the 1565-73 Examination of the Council of Trent as an attempt
to prove that Trent innovated on doctrine while the Lutherans
were following in the footsteps of the Church Fathers and
Apostles. The initial movement in Germany diversified, and
other reformers arose independently of Luther such as Zwingli
in Zurich and John Calvin in Geneva. Depending on the
country, the Reformation had varying causes and different
backgrounds and also unfolded differently than in Germany.
The spread of Gutenberg'sprinting press provided the means
for the rapid dissemination of religious materials in the

vernacular.

During Reformation-era confessionalization, Western
Christianity adopted different confessions (Catholic, Lutheran,
Reformed, Anglican, Anabaptist, Unitarian, etc.). Radical
Reformers, besides forming communities outside state
sanction, sometimes employed more extreme doctrinal change,
such as the rejection of the tenets of the councils of Nicaea

and Chalcedon with the Unitarians of Transylvania. Anabaptist
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movements were especially persecuted following the German
Peasants' War. Leaders within the Roman Catholic Church
responded with the Counter-Reformation, initiated by the
ConfutatioAugustana in 1530, the Council of Trent in 1545, the
Jesuits in 1540, the DefensioTridentineefidei in 1578, and also
a series of wars and expulsions of Protestants that continued

until the 19th century.

Northern Europe, with the exception of most of Ireland, came
under the influence of Protestantism. Southern Europe
remained predominantly Catholic apart from the much-

persecuted Waldensians.

Central Europe was the site of much of the Thirty Years' War
and there were continued expulsions of Protestants in Central
Europe up to the 19th century. Following World War II, the
removal of ethnic Germans to either East Germany or Siberia
reduced Protestantism in the Warsaw Pact countries, although

some remain today.

The absence of Protestants, however, does not necessarily
imply a failure of the Reformation. Although Protestants were
excommunicated and ended up worshiping in communions
separate from Catholics, contrary to the original intention of
the Reformers, they were also suppressed and persecuted in

most of Europe at one point.

As a result, some of them lived as crypto-Protestants, also
called Nicodemites, contrary to the urging of John Calvin, who
wanted them to live their faith openly. Some crypto-Protestants
have been identified as late as the 19th century after

immigrating to Latin America.
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Origins and early history

Earlier reform movements

John Wycliffe questioned the privileged status of the clergy
which had bolstered their powerful role in England and the
luxury and pomp of local parishes and their ceremonies. He
was accordingly characterised as the "evening star" of
scholasticism and as the morning star or stellamatutina of the
English Reformation. In 1374, Catherine of Siena began
travelling with her followers throughout northern and central
Italy advocating reform of the clergy and advising people that
repentance and renewal could be done through "the total love
for God." She carried on a long correspondence with Pope
Gregory XI, asking him to reform the clergy and the
administration of the Papal States. The oldest Protestant
churches, such as the Moravian Church, date their origins to
Jan Hus (John Huss) in the early 15th century. As it was led
by a Bohemian noble majority, and recognised, for some time,
by the Basel Compacts, the Hussite Reformation was Europe's
first "Magisterial Reformation" because the ruling magistrates
supported it, unlike the "Radical Reformation", which the state

did not support.

Common factors that played a role during the Reformation and
the Counter-Reformation included the rise of Printing press,
nationalism, simony, the appointment of Cardinal-nephews,
and other corruption of the Roman Curia and other
ecclesiastical hierarchy, the impact of humanism, the new
learning of the Renaissance versus scholasticism, and the

Western Schism that eroded loyalty to the Papacy. Unrest due
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to the Great Schism of Western Christianity (1378-1416)
excited wars between princes, uprisings among the peasants,
and widespread concern over corruption in the Church,
especially from John Wycliffe at Oxford University and from

Jan Hus at the Charles University in Prague.

Hus objected to some of the practices of the Roman Catholic
Church and wanted to return the church in Bohemia and
Moravia to earlier practices: liturgy in the language of the
people (i.e. Czech), having lay people receive communion in
both kinds (bread and wine—that is, in Latin, communio sub
utraque specie), married priests, and eliminating indulgences
and the concept of purgatory. Some of these, like the use of
local language as the liturgical language, were approved by the

pope as early as in the 9th century.

The leaders of the Roman Catholic Church condemned him at
the Council of Constance (1414-1417) by burning him at the
stake despite a promise of safe-conduct. Wycliffe was
posthumously condemned as a heretic and his corpse exhumed
and burned in 1428. The Council of Constance confirmed and
strengthened the traditional medieval conception of church and
empire. The council did not address the national tensions or
the theological tensions stirred up during the previous century
and could not prevent schism and the Hussite Wars in

Bohemia.

Pope Sixtus IV (1471-1484) established the practice of selling
indulgences to be applied to the dead, thereby establishing a
new stream of revenue with agents across Europe. Pope
Alexander VI (1492-1503) was one of the most controversial of

the Renaissance popes. He was the father of seven children,
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including Lucrezia and Cesare Borgia. In response to papal
corruption, particularly the sale of indulgences, Luther wrote

The Ninety-Five Theses.

A number of theologians in the Holy Roman Empire preached
reformation ideas in the 1510s, shortly before or
simultaneously with Luther, including Christoph Schappeler in

Memmingen (as early as 1513).
Magisterial Reformation

The Reformation is usually dated to 31 October 1517 in
Wittenberg, Saxony, when Luther sent his Ninety-Five Theses
on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences to the Archbishop of
Mainz. The theses debated and criticised the Church and the
papacy, but concentrated upon the selling of indulgences and
doctrinal policies about purgatory, particular judgment, and
the authority of the pope. He would later in the period 1517-
1521 write works on devotion to Virgin Mary, the intercession
of and devotion to the saints, the sacraments, mandatory
clerical celibacy, and later on the authority of the pope, the
ecclesiastical law, censure and excommunication, the role of
secular rulers in religious matters, the relationship between
Christianity and the law, good works, and monasticism. Some
nuns, such as Katharina von Bora and Ursula of Munsterberg,
left the monastic life when they accepted the Reformation, but
other orders adopted the Reformation, as Lutherans continue
to have monasteries today. In contrast, Reformed areas

typically secularised monastic property.

Reformers and their opponents made heavy use of inexpensive

pamphlets as well as vernacular Bibles using the relatively new
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printing press, so there was swift movement of both ideas and
documents. Magdalena Heymair printed pedagogical writings

for teaching children Bible stories.

Parallel to events in Germany, a movement began in
Switzerland under the leadership of Huldrych Zwingli. These
two movements quickly agreed on most issues, but some
unresolved differences kept them separate. Some followers of
Zwingli believed that the Reformation was too conservative,
and moved independently toward more radical positions, some
of which survive among modern day Anabaptists. After this
first stage of the Reformation, following the excommunication
of Luther in DecetRomanumPontificem and the condemnation of
his followers by the edicts of the 1521 Diet of Worms, the work
and writings of John Calvin were influential in establishing a
loose consensus among various churches in Switzerland,

Scotland, Hungary, Germany and elsewhere.

Although the German Peasants' War of 1524-1525 began as a
tax and anti-corruption protest as reflected in the Twelve
Articles, its leader Thomas Miuntzer gave it a radical
Reformation character. It swept through the Bavarian,
Thuringian and Swabian principalities, including the Black
Company of Florian Geier, a knight from Giebelstadt who
joined the peasants in the general outrage against the Catholic
hierarchy. In response to reports about the destruction and
violence, Luther condemned the revolt in writings such as
Against the Murderous, Thieving Hordes of Peasants; Zwingli
and Luther's ally Philipp Melanchthon also did not condone the
uprising. Some 100,000 peasants were killed by the end of the

war.
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Radical Reformation

The Radical Reformation was the response to what was believed
to be the corruption in both the Roman Catholic Church and
the Magisterial Reformation. Beginning in Germany and
Switzerland in the 16th century, the Radical Reformation
developed radical Protestant churches throughout Europe. The
term includes Thomas Muntzer, Andreas Karlstadt, the
Zwickau prophets, and Anabaptists like the Hutterites and

Mennonites.

In parts of Germany, Switzerland and Austria, a majority
sympathised with the Radical Reformation despite intense
persecution. Although the surviving proportion of the European
population that rebelled against Catholic, Lutheran and
Zwinglian churches was small, Radical Reformers wrote
profusely and the literature on the Radical Reformation is
disproportionately large, partly as a result of the proliferation

of the Radical Reformation teachings in the United States.

Despite significant diversity among the early Radical
Reformers, some '"repeating patterns,” emerged among many
Anabaptist groups. Many of these patterns were enshrined in
the Schleitheim Confession (1527), and include believers' (or
adult) baptism, memorial view of the Lord's Supper, belief that
Scripture is the final authority on matters of faith and
practice, emphasis on the New Testament and the Sermon on
the Mount, interpretation of Scripture in community,
separation from the world and a two-kingdom theology,
pacifism and nonresistance, communalism and economic
sharing, belief in the freedom of the will, non-swearing of

oaths, "yieldedness" (Gelassenheit) to one's community and to
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God, the ban, salvation through divinization (Vergéttung) and

ethical living, and discipleship (Nachfolge Christi).
Literacy

The Reformation was a triumph of literacy and the new
printing press. Luther's translation of the Bible into German
was a decisive moment in the spread of Iliteracy, and
stimulated as well the printing and distribution of religious

books and pamphlets.

From 1517 onward, religious pamphlets flooded Germany and

much of Europe.

By 1530, over 10,000 publications are known, with a total of
ten million copies. The Reformation was thus a media
revolution. Luther strengthened his attacks on Rome by
depicting a "good" against "bad" church. From there, it became
clear that print could be used for propaganda in the
Reformation for particular agendas, although the term
propaganda derives from the Catholic Congregatio de
Propaganda Fide (Congregation for Propagating the Faith) from
the Counter-Reformation. Reform writers used existing styles,
cliches and stereotypes which they adapted as needed.
Especially effective were writings in German, including
Luther's translation of the Bible, his Smaller Catechism for
parents teaching their children, and his Larger Catechism, for

pastors.

Using the German vernacular they expressed the Apostles'
Creed in simpler, more personal, Trinitarian language.
[lIlustrations in the German Bible and in many tracts

popularised Luther's ideas. Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-

10
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1553), the great painter patronised by the electors of
Wittenberg, was a close friend of Luther, and he illustrated
Luther's theology for a popular audience. He dramatised
Luther's views on the relationship between the Old and New
Testaments, while remaining mindful of Luther's careful

distinctions about proper and improper uses of visual imagery.

Causes of the Reformation

The following supply-side factors have been identified as

causes of the Reformation:

e The presence of a printing press in a city by 1500
made Protestant adoption by 1600 far more likely.

e Protestant literature was produced at greater levels
in cities where media markets were more
competitive, making these cities more likely to adopt
Protestantism.

e Ottoman incursions decreased conflicts between
Protestants and Catholics, helping the Reformation
take root.

e Greater political autonomy increased the likelihood
that Protestantism would be adopted.

e Where Protestant reformers enjoyed princely
patronage, they were much more likely to succeed.

e Proximity to neighbors who adopted Protestantism
increased the likelihood of adopting Protestantism.

e C(Cities that had higher numbers of students enrolled
in heterodox universities and lower numbers enrolled
in orthodox universities were more likely to adopt

Protestantism.

11
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The following demand-side factors have been identified as

causes of the Reformation:

e C(Cities with strong cults of saints were less likely to
adopt Protestantism.

e C(Cities where primogeniture was practiced were less
likely to adopt Protestantism.

e Regions that were poor but had great economic
potential and bad political institutions were more
likely to adopt Protestantism.

e The presence of bishoprics made the adoption of
Protestantism less likely.

e The presence of monasteries made the adoption of

Protestantism less likely.

A 2020 study linked the spread of Protestantism to personal
ties to Luther (e.g. letter correspondents, visits, former

students) and trade routes.

Reformation in Germany

In 1517, Luther nailed the Ninety-five theses to the Castle
Church door, and without his knowledge or prior approval,
they were copied and printed across Germany and
internationally. Different reformers arose more or less
independently of Luther in 1518 (for example Andreas
Karlstadt, Philip Melanchthon, Erhard Schnepf, Johannes
Brenz and Martin Bucer) and in 1519 (for example Huldrych

Zwingli, Nikolaus von Amsdorf, Ulrich von Hutten), and so on.

After the Heidelberg Disputation (1518) where Luther described
the Theology of the Cross as opposed to the Theology of Glory

12
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and the Leipzig Disputation (1519), the faith issues were
brought to the attention of other German theologians
throughout the Empire. Each year drew new theologians to
embrace the Reformation and participate in the ongoing,
European-wide discussion about faith. The pace of the

Reformation proved unstoppable by 1520.

The early Reformation in Germany mostly concerns the life of
Martin Luther until he was excommunicated by Pope Leo X on
3 January 1521, in the bull DecetRomanumPontificem. The
exact moment Martin Lutherrealised the key doctrine of
Justification by Faith is described in German as the
Turmerlebnis. In Table Talk, Luther describes it as a sudden
realization. Experts often speak of a gradual process of

realization between 1514 and 1518.

Reformation ideas and Protestant church services were first
introduced in cities, being supported by local citizens and also
some nobles. The Reformation did not receive overt state
support until 1525, although it was only due to the protection
of Elector Frederick the Wise (who had a strange dream the
night prior to October 31, 1517) that Luther survived after
being declared an outlaw, in hiding at Wartburg Castle and
then returning to Wittenberg. It was more of a movement
among the German people between 1517 and 1525, and then
also a political one beginning in 1525. Reformer Adolf

Clarenbach was burned at the stake near Cologne in 1529.

The first state to formally adopt a Protestant confession was
the Duchy of Prussia (1525). Albert, Duke of Prussia formally
declared the "Evangelical" faith to be the state religion.

Catholics labeled self-identified Evangelicals "Lutherans" in

13
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order to discredit them after the practice of naming a heresy
after its founder. However, the Lutheran Church traditionally
sees itself as the "main trunk of the historical Christian Tree"
founded by Christ and the Apostles, holding that during the
Reformation, the Church of Rome fell away. Ducal Prussia was
followed by many imperial free cities and other minor imperial

entities.

The next sizable territories were the Landgraviate of Hesse
(1526; at the Synod of Homberg) and the Electorate of Saxony
(1527; Luther's homeland), Electoral Palatinate (1530s), and
the Duchy of Wurttemberg (1534).

For a more complete list, see the list of states by the date of
adoption of the Reformation and the table of the adoption years
for the Augsburg Confession. The reformation wave swept first
the Holy Roman Empire, and then extended beyond it to the

rest of the European continent.

Germany was home to the greatest number of Protestant
reformers. Each state which turned Protestant had their own
reformers who contributed towards the Evangelical faith. In
Electoral Saxony the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Saxony
was organised and served as an example for other states,

although Luther was not dogmatic on questions of polity.
Reformation outside Germany

The Reformation also spread widely throughout Europe,
starting with Bohemia, in the Czech lands, and, over the next

few decades, to other countries.

14
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Austria

Austria followed the same pattern as the German-speaking
states within the Holy Roman Empire, and Lutheranism
became the main Protestant confession among its population.
Lutheranism gained a significant following in the eastern half
of present-day Austria, while Calvinism was less successful.
Eventually the expulsions of the Counter-Reformation reversed

the trend.

Czech lands

The Hussites were a Christian movement in the Kingdom of

Bohemia following the teachings of Czech reformer Jan Hus.

Jan Hus

Czech reformer and university professor Jan Hus (c. 1369-
1415) became the best-known representative of the Bohemian
Reformation and one of the forerunners of the Protestant

Reformation.

Jan Hus was declared a heretic and executed—burned at
stake—at the Council of Constance in 1415 where he arrived

voluntarily to defend his teachings.

Hussite movement

This predominantly religious movement was propelled by social
issues and strengthened Czech national awareness. In 1417,
two years after the execution of Jan Hus, the Czech

reformation quickly became the chief force in the country.

15
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Hussites made up the vast majority of the population, forcing
the Council of Basel to recognize in 1437 a system of two
"religions" for the first time, signing the Compacts of Basel for
the kingdom (Catholic and Czech Ultraquism a Hussite
movement). Bohemia later also elected two Protestant kings

(George of Podébrady, Frederick of Palatine).

After Habsburgs took control of the region, the Hussite
churches were prohibited and the kingdom  partially
recatholicised. Even later, Lutheranism gained a substantial
following, after being permitted by the Habsburgs with the
continued persecution of the Czech native Hussite churches.

Many Hussites thus declared themselves Lutherans.

Two churches with Hussite roots are now the second and third
biggest churches among the largely agnostic peoples: Czech
Brethren (which gave origin to the international church known
as the Moravian Church) and the Czechoslovak Hussite

Church.
Switzerland

In Switzerland, the teachings of the reformers and especially
those of Zwingli and Calvin had a profound effect, despite
frequent quarrels between the different branches of the

Reformation.
Huldrych Zwingli
Parallel to events in Germany, a movement began in the Swiss

Confederation under the leadership of Huldrych Zwingli.

Zwingli was a scholar and preacher who moved to Zurich—the

16
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then-leading city state—in 1518, a year after Martin Luther
began the Reformation in Germany with his Ninety-five Theses.
Although the two movements agreed on many issues of
theology, as the recently introduced printing press spread
ideas rapidly from place to place, some unresolved differences
kept them separate. Long-standing resentment between the
German states and the Swiss Confederation led to heated
debate over how much Zwingli owed his ideas to Lutheranism.
Although Zwinglianism does hold uncanny resemblance to
Lutheranism (it even had its own equivalent of the Ninety-five
Theses, called the 67 Conclusions), historians have been
unable to prove that Zwingli had any contact with Luther's
publications before 1520, and Zwingli himself maintained that

he had prevented himself from reading them.

The German Prince Philip of Hesse saw potential in creating an
alliance between Zwingli and Luther, seeing strength in a
united Protestant front. A meeting was held in his castle in
1529, now known as the Colloquy of Marburg, which has
become infamous for its complete failure. The two men could
not come to any agreement due to their disputation over one
key doctrine. Although Luther preached consubstantiation in
the Eucharist over transubstantiation, he believed in the real
presence of Christ in the Communion bread. Zwingli, inspired
by Dutch theologian Cornelius Hoen, believed that the
Communion bread was only representative and memorial—
Christ was not present. Luther became so angry that he
famously carved into the meeting table in chalk Hoc Est Corpus
Meum—a Biblical quotation from the Last Supper meaning
"This is my body". Zwingli countered this saying that est in
that context was the equivalent of the word significat

(signifies).

17
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Some followers of Zwingli believed that the Reformation was
too conservative and moved independently toward more radical
positions, some of which survive among modern day
Anabaptists. One famous incident illustrating this was when
radical Zwinglians fried and ate sausages during Lent in
Zurich city square by way of protest against the Church
teaching of good works. Other Protestant movements grew up
along the lines of mysticism or humanism (cf. Erasmus and
Louis de Berquin who was martyred in 1529), sometimes
breaking from Rome or from the Protestants, or forming

outside of the churches.

John Calvin

Following the excommunication of Luther and condemnation of
the Reformation by the Pope, the work and writings of John
Calvin were influential in establishing a loose consensus
among various churches in Switzerland, Scotland, Hungary,
Germany and elsewhere. After the expulsion of its Bishop in
1526, and the unsuccessful attempts of the Berne reformer
Guillaume (William) Farel, Calvin was asked to wuse the
organisational skill he had gathered as a student of law to
discipline the "fallen city" of Geneva. His "Ordinances" of 1541
involved a collaboration of Church affairs with the City council
and consistory to bring morality to all areas of life. After the
establishment of the Geneva academy in 1559, Geneva became
the unofficial capital of the Protestant movement, providing
refuge for Protestant exiles from all over Europe and educating
them as Calvinist missionaries. These missionaries dispersed
Calvinism widely, and formed the French Huguenots in Calvin's
own lifetime and spread to Scotland under the leadership of

the cantankerous John Knox in 1560. Anne Locke translated

18
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some of Calvin's writings to English around this time. The faith
continued to spread after Calvin's death in 1563 and reached

as far as Constantinople by the start of the 17th century.

The Reformation foundations engaged with Augustinianism.
Both Luther and Calvin thought along lines linked with the
theological teachings of Augustine of Hippo. The
Augustinianism of the Reformers struggled against
Pelagianism, a heresy that they perceived in the Catholic
Church of their day. Ultimately, since Calvin and Luther
disagreed strongly on certain matters of theology (such as
double-predestination and Holy Communion), the relationship

between Lutherans and Calvinists was one of conflict.

Nordic countries

All of Scandinavia ultimately adopted Lutheranism over the
course of the 16th century, as the monarchs of Denmark (who
also ruled Norway and Iceland) and Sweden (who also ruled

Finland) converted to that faith.

Sweden

e In Sweden, the Reformation was spearheaded by
Gustav Vasa, elected king in 1523. Friction with the
pope over the latter's interference in Swedish
ecclesiastical affairs led to the discontinuance of any
official connection between Sweden and the papacy
from 1523. Four years later, at the Diet of Vasteras,
the king succeeded in forcing the diet to accept his
dominion over the national church. The king was

given possession of all church property, church

19
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appointments required royal approval, the clergy
were subject to the civil law, and the "pure Word of
God" was to be preached in the churches and taught
in the schools—effectively granting official sanction
to Lutheran ideas. The apostolic succession was
retained in Sweden during the Reformation. The
adoption of Lutheranism was also one of the main
reasons for the eruption of the Dacke War, a

peasants uprising in Smaland.

Denmark

Under the reign of Frederick I (1523-33), Denmark remained
officially Catholic. Frederick initially pledged to persecute
Lutherans, yet he quickly adopted a policy of protecting
Lutheran preachers and reformers, of whom the most famous

was Hans Tausen.

During his reign, Lutheranism made significant inroads among
the Danish population. In 1526, Frederick forbid papal
investiture of bishops in Denmark and in 1527 ordered fees
from new bishops be paid to the crown, making Frederick the
head of the church of Denmark. Frederick's son, Christian, was
openly Lutheran, which prevented his election to the throne

upon his father's death.

In 1536, following his victory in the Count's War, he became
king as Christian III and continued the Reformation of the
state church with assistance from Johannes Bugenhagen. By
the Copenhagen recess of October 1536, the authority of the

Catholic bishops was terminated.

20
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Luther's influence had already reached Iceland
before King Christian's decree. The Germans fished
near Iceland's coast, and the Hanseatic League
engaged in commerce with the Icelanders. These
Germans raised a Lutheran church in Hafnarfjérdur
as early as 1533. Through German trade
connections, many young Icelanders studied in
Hamburg. In 1538, when the kingly decree of the
new Church ordinance reached Iceland, bishop
Ogmundur and his clergy denounced it, threatening
excommunication for anyone subscribing to the
German "heresy". In 1539, the King sent a new
governor to Iceland, Klaus von Mervitz, with a
mandate to introduce reform and take possession of
church property. Von Mervitz seized a monastery in
Videy with the help of his sheriff, Dietrich of Minden,
and his soldiers. They drove the monks out and
seized all their possessions, for which they were

promptly excommunicated by Ogmundur.

Church of England

The separation of the Church of England from Rome under

Henry VIII, beginning in 1529 and completed in 1537, brought

England alongside this broad Reformation movement. Although

Robert Barnes attempted to get Henry VIII to adopt Lutheran

theology, he refused to do so in 1538 and burned him at the

stake in 1540. Reformers in the Church of England alternated,

for decades, between sympathies between Catholic tradition

and Reformed principles, gradually developing, within the
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context of robustly Protestant doctrine, a tradition considered
a middle way (via media) between the Catholic and Protestant

traditions.

The English Reformation followed a different course from the
Reformation in continental Europe. There had long been a
strong strain of anti-clericalism. England had already given
rise to the Lollard movement of John Wycliffe, which played an
important part in inspiring the Hussites in Bohemia. Lollardy
was suppressed and became an underground movement, so the
extent of its influence in the 1520s is difficult to assess. The
different character of the English Reformation came rather
from the fact that it was driven initially by the political

necessities of Henry VIII.

Henry had once been a sincere Catholic and had even authored
a book strongly criticising Luther. His wife, Catherine of
Aragon, bore him only a single child who survived infancy,

Mary.

Henry strongly wanted a male heir, and many of his subjects
might have agreed, if only because they wanted to avoid

another dynastic conflict like the Wars of the Roses.

Refused an annulment of his marriage to Catherine, King
Henry decided to remove the Church of England from the
authority of Rome. In 1534, the Act of Supremacyrecognised
Henry as "the only Supreme Head on earth of the Church of
England". Between 1535 and 1540, under Thomas Cromwell,
the policy known as the Dissolution of the Monasteries was put
into effect. The veneration of some saints, certain pilgrimages
and some pilgrim shrines were also attacked. Huge amounts of

church land and property passed into the hands of the Crown
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and ultimately into those of the nobility and gentry. The vested
interest thus created made for a powerful force in support of

the dissolution.

There were some notable opponents to the Henrician
Reformation, such as Thomas More and Cardinal John Fisher,
who were executed for their opposition. There was also a
growing party of reformers who were imbued with the
Calvinistic, Lutheran and Zwinglian doctrines then current on
the Continent. When Henry died he was succeeded by his
Protestant son Edward VI, who, through his empowered
councillors (with the King being only nine years old at his
succession and fifteen at his death) the Duke of Somerset and
the Duke of Northumberland, ordered the destruction of images
in churches, and the closing of the chantries. Under Edward VI
the Church of England moved closer to continental

Protestantism.

Yet, at a popular level, religion in England was still in a state
of flux. Following a brief Catholic restoration during the reign
of Mary (1553-1558), a loose consensus developed during the
reign of Elizabeth I, though this point is one of considerable
debate among Thistorians. This "Elizabethan Religious
Settlement" largely formed Anglicanism into a distinctive

church tradition.

The compromise was uneasy and was capable of veering
between extreme Calvinism on one hand and Catholicism on
the other. But compared to the bloody and chaotic state of
affairs in contemporary France, it was relatively successful, in
part because Queen Elizabeth lived so long, until the Puritan

Revolution or English Civil War in the seventeenth century.

23



The Reformation: 1500-1650
English dissenters

The success of the Counter-Reformation on the Continent and
the growth of a Puritan party dedicated to further Protestant
reform polarised the Elizabethan Age, although it was not until
the 1640s that England underwent religious strife comparable

to what its neighbors had suffered some generations before.

The early Puritan movement (late 16th-17th centuries) was
Reformed (or Calvinist) and was a movement for reform in the
Church of England. Its origins lay in the discontent with the
Elizabethan Religious Settlement. The desire was for the
Church of England to resemble more closely the Protestant
churches of Europe, especially Geneva. The Puritans objected
to ornaments and ritual in the churches as idolatrous
(vestments, surplices, organs, genuflection), calling the
vestments "popish pomp and rags" (see Vestments controversy).
They also objected to ecclesiastical courts. Their refusal to
endorse completely all of the ritual directions and formulas of
the Book of Common Prayer, and the imposition of its liturgical
order by legal force and inspection, sharpened Puritanism into

a definite opposition movement.

The later Puritan movement, often referred to as dissenters
and nonconformists, eventually led to the formation of various

Reformeddenominations.

The most famous emigration to America was the migration of
Puritan separatists from the Anglican Church of England. They
fled first to Holland, and then later to America to establish the
English colony of Massachusetts in New England, which later

became one of the original United States. These Puritan
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separatists were also known as '"the Pilgrims". After
establishing a colony at Plymouth (which became part of the
colony of Massachusetts) in 1620, the Puritan pilgrims
received a charter from the King of England that legitimised
their colony, allowing them to do trade and commerce with
merchants in England, in accordance with the principles of
mercantilism. The Puritans persecuted those of other religious
faiths, for example, Anne Hutchinson was banished to Rhode
Island during the Antinomian Controversy. andQuakerMary
Dyer was hanged in Boston for repeatedly defying a Puritan law
banning Quakers from the colony. She was one of the four
executed Quakers known as the Boston martyrs. Executions
ceased in 1661 when King Charles II explicitly forbade
Massachusetts from executing anyone for professing
Quakerism. In 1647, Massachusetts passed a law prohibiting
any Jesuit Roman Catholic priests from entering territory
under Puritan jurisdiction. Any suspected person who could
not clear himself was to be banished from the colony; a second

offense carried a death penalty.

The Pilgrims held radical Protestant disapproval of Christmas,
and its celebration was outlawed in Boston from 1659 to 1681.
The ban was revoked in 1681 by the English-appointed
governor Edmund Andros, who also revoked a Puritan ban on
festivities on Saturday nights. Nevertheless, it was not until
the mid-19th century that celebrating Christmas became

fashionable in the Boston region.

Wales

Bishop Richard Davies and dissident Protestant cleric John

Penry introduced Calvinist theology to Wales. In 1588, the
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Bishop of Llandaff published the entire Bible in the Welsh
language. The translation had a significant impact upon the
Welsh population and helped to firmly establish Protestantism
among the Welsh people. The Welsh Protestants used the model
of the Synod of Dort of 1618-1619. Calvinism developed
through the Puritan period, following the restoration of the
monarchy under Charles II, and within Wales' Calvinistic
Methodist movement. However few copies of Calvin's writings

were available before mid-19th century.

Scotland

The Reformation in Scotland's case culminated ecclesiastically
in the establishment of a church along reformed lines, and
politically in the triumph of English influence over that of
France. John Knox is regarded as the leader of the Scottish

reformation.

The Reformation Parliament of 1560 repudiated the pope's
authority by the Papal Jurisdiction Act 1560, forbade the
celebration of the Mass and approved a ProtestantConfession of
Faith. It was made possible by a revolution against French
hegemony under the regime of the regentMary of Guise, who
had governed Scotland in the name of her absent daughter

Mary, Queen of Scots (then also Queen of France).

Although Protestantism triumphed relatively easily in Scotland,
the exact form of Protestantism remained to be determined.
The 17th century saw a complex struggle between
Presbyterianism (particularly the Covenanters) and
Episcopalianism. The Presbyterians eventually won control of

the Church of Scotland, which went on to have an important
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influence on Presbyterian churches worldwide, but Scotland

retained a relatively large Episcopalian minority.

France

Besides the Waldensians already present in France,
Protestantism also spread in from German lands, where the
Protestants were nicknamed Huguenots; this eventually led to

decades of civil warfare.

Though not personally interested in religious reform, Francis I
(reigned 1515-1547) initially maintained an attitude of
tolerance, in accordance with his interest in the humanist
movement. This changed in 1534 with the Affair of the
Placards. In this act, Protestants denounced the Catholic Mass
in placards that appeared across France, even reaching the
royal apartments. During this time as the issue of religious
faith entered into the arena of politics, Francis came to view

the movement as a threat to the kingdom's stability.

Following the Affair of the Placards, culprits were rounded up,
at least a dozen heretics were put to death, and the
persecution of Protestants increased. One of those who fled
France at that time was John Calvin, who emigrated to Basel
in 1535 before eventually settling in Geneva in 1536. Beyond
the reach of the French kings in Geneva, Calvin continued to
take an interest in the religious affairs of his native land

including the training of ministers for congregations in France.

As the number of Protestants in France increased, the number
of heretics in prisons awaiting trial also grew. As an
experimental approach to reduce the caseload in Normandy, a

special court just for the trial of heretics was established in
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1545 in the Parlement de Rouen. When Henry II took the
throne in 1547, the persecution of Protestants grew and
special courts for the trial of heretics were also established in
the Parlement de Paris. These courts came to known as "La
ChambreArdente" ("the fiery chamber") because of their

reputation of meting out death penalties on burning gallows.

Despite heavy persecution by Henry II, the Reformed Church of
France, largely Calvinist in direction, made steady progress
across large sections of the nation, in the urban bourgeoisie
and parts of the aristocracy, appealing to people alienated by
the obduracy and the complacency of the Catholic

establishment.

French Protestantism, though its appeal increased under
persecution, came to acquire a distinctly political character,
made all the more obvious by the conversions of nobles during
the 1550s. This established the preconditions for a series of
destructive and intermittent conflicts, known as the Wars of
Religion. The civil wars gained impetus with the sudden death
of Henry II in 1559, which began a prolonged period of
weakness for the French crown. Atrocity and outrage became
the defining characteristics of the time, illustrated at their
most intense in the St. Bartholomew's Day massacre of August
1572, when the Catholic party killed between 30,000 and
100,000 Huguenots across France. The wars only concluded
when Henry IV, himself a former Huguenot, issued the Edict of
Nantes (1598), promising official toleration of the Protestant
minority, but under highly restricted conditions. Catholicism
remained the official state religion, and the fortunes of French
Protestants gradually declined over the next century,

culminating in Louis XIV's Edict of Fontainebleau (1685),
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which revoked the Edict of Nantes and made Catholicism the
sole legal religion of France, leading some Huguenots to live as
Nicodemites. In response to the Edict of Fontainebleau,
Frederick William I, Elector of Brandenburg declared the Edict
of Potsdam (October 1685), giving free passage to Huguenot

refugees and tax-free status to them for ten years.

In the late 17th century, 150,000-200,000 Huguenots fled to
England, the Netherlands, Prussia, Switzerland, and the
English and Dutch overseas colonies. A significant community
in France remained in the Cévennes region. A separate
Protestant community, of the Lutheran faith, existed in the
newly conquered province of Alsace, its status not affected by

the Edict of Fontainebleau.

Spain

e In the early 16th century, Spain had a different
political and cultural milieu from its Western and
Central European neighbors in several respects,
which affected the mentality and the reaction of the
nation towards the Reformation. Spain, which had
only recently managed to complete the reconquest of
the Peninsula from the Moors in 1492, had been
preoccupied with converting the Muslim and Jewish
populations of the newly conquered regions through
the establishment of the Spanish Inquisition in
1478. The rulers of the nation stressed political,
cultural, and religious unity, and by the time of the
Lutheran Reformation, the Spanish Inquisition was
already 40 years old and had the capability of

quickly persecuting any new movement that the
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leaders of the Catholic Church perceived or
interpreted to be religious heterodoxy. Charles V did
not wish to see Spain or the rest of Habsburg Europe
divided, and in light of continual threat from the
Ottomans, preferred to see the Roman Catholic
Church reform itself from within. This led to a
Counter-Reformation in Spain in the 1530s. During
the 1520s, the Spanish Inquisition had created an
atmosphere of suspicion and sought to root out any
religious thought seen as suspicious. As early as
1521, the Pope had written a letter to the Spanish
monarchy warning against allowing the unrest in
Northern Europe to be replicated in Spain. Between
1520 and 1550, printing presses in Spain were
tightly controlled and any books of Protestant

teaching were prohibited.

Between 1530 and 1540, Protestantism in Spain was still able
to gain followers clandestinely, and in cities such as Seville
and Valladolid adherents would secretly meet at private houses
to pray and study the Bible. Protestants in Spain were
estimated at between 1000 and 3000, mainly among
intellectuals who had seen writings such as those of Erasmus.
Notable reformers included Dr. Juan Gil and Juan Pérez de
Pineda who subsequently fled and worked alongside others
such as Francisco de Enzinas to translate the Greek New
Testament into the Spanish language, a task completed by
1556. Protestant teachings were smuggled into Spain by
Spaniards such as Julian Hernandez, who in 1557 was
condemned by the Inquisition and burnt at the stake. Under
Philip II, conservatives in the Spanish church tightened their

grip, and those who refused to recant such as Rodrigo de Valer
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were condemned to life imprisonment. In May 1559, sixteen
Spanish Lutherans were burnt at the stake: fourteen were
strangled before being burnt, while two were burnt alive. In
October another thirty were executed. Spanish Protestants who
were able to flee the country were to be found in at least a
dozen cities in Europe, such as Geneva, where some of them
embraced Calvinistteachings. Those who fled to England were

given support by the Church of England.

The Kingdom of Navarre, although by the time of the Protestant
Reformation a minor principality territoriality restricted to
southern France, had FrenchHuguenot monarchs, including
Henry IV of France and his mother, Jeanne III of Navarre, a

devout Calvinist.

Upon the arrival of the Protestant Reformation, Calvinism
reached some Basques through the translation of the Bible into
the Basque language by JoanesLeizarraga. As Queen of
Navarre, Jeanne IIl commissioned the translation of the New
Testament into Basque and Béarnese for the benefit of her
subjects. Molinism presented a soteriology similar to

Protestants within the Roman Catholic Church.
Portugal

During the Reformation era Protestantism was unsuccessful in
Portugal, as its spread was frustrated for similar reasons to

those in Spain.
Netherlands

The Reformation in the Netherlands, unlike in many other

countries, was not initiated by the rulers of the Seventeen
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Provinces, but instead by multiple popular movements which
in turn were bolstered by the arrival of Protestant refugees
from other parts of the continent. While the Anabaptist
movement enjoyed popularity in the region in the early decades
of the Reformation, Calvinism, in the form of the Dutch
Reformed Church, became the dominant Protestant faith in the
country from the 1560s onward. In the early 17th century
internal theological conflict within the Calvinist church
between two tendencies of Calvinism, the Gomarists and the
liberal Arminians (or Remonstrants), resulted in Gomarist

Calvinism becoming the de facto state religion.
Belgium

The first two Lutheran martyrs were monks from Antwerp,
Johann Esch and Heinrich Hoes who were burned at the stake

when they would not recant.

Harsh persecution of Protestants by the Spanish government of
Philip II contributed to a desire for independence in the
provinces, which led to the Eighty Years' War and, eventually,
the separation of the largely Protestant Dutch Republic from
the Catholic-dominated Southern Netherlands (present-day
Belgium). In 1566, at the peak of Belgian Reformation, there
were an estimated 300,000 Protestants, or 20% of the Belgian

population.
Luxembourg
Luxembourg, a part of the Spanish Netherlands, remained

Catholic during the Reformation era because Protestantism

was illegal until 1768.
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Hungary

Much of the population of the Kingdom of Hungary adopted
Protestantism during the 16th century. After the 1526 Battle of
Mohacs, the Hungarian people were disillusioned by the
inability of the government to protect them and turned to the
faith they felt would infuse them with the strength necessary
to resist the invader. They found this in the teaching of
Protestant reformers such as Martin Luther. The spread of
Protestantism in the country was assisted by its large ethnic
German minority, which could understand and translate the
writings of Martin Luther. While Lutheranism gained a foothold
among the German- and Slovak-speaking populations,

Calvinism became widely accepted among ethnic Hungarians.

In the more independent northwest, the rulers and priests,
protected now by the Habsburg Monarchy, which had taken the
field to fight the Turks, defended the old Catholic faith. They
dragged the Protestants to prison and the stake wherever they
could. Such strong measures only fanned the flames of protest,
however. Leaders of the Protestants included MatyasDévaiBiro,

MihalySztarai, IstvanSzegediKis, and FerencDavid.

Protestants likely formed a majority of Hungary's population at
the close of the 16th century, but Counter-Reformation efforts
in the 17th century reconverted a majority of the kingdom to
Catholicism. A significant Protestant minority remained, most

of it adhering to the Calvinist faith.

In 1558 the TransylvanianDiet of Turda decreed the free
practice of both the Catholic and Lutheran religions, but
prohibited Calvinism. Ten years later, in 1568, the Diet
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extended this freedom, declaring that "It is not allowed to
anybody to intimidate anybody with captivity or expulsion for
his religion". Four religions were declared to be "accepted"
(recepta) religions (the fourth being Unitarianism, which
became official in 1583 as the faith of the only Unitarian king,
John II Sigismund Zapolya, r. 1540-1571), while Eastern
Orthodox Christianity was "tolerated" (though the building of
stone Orthodox churches was forbidden). During the Thirty
Years' War, Royal (Habsburg) Hungary joined the Catholic side,

until Transylvania joined the Protestant side.

Between 1604 and 1711, there was a series of anti-Habsburg
uprisings calling for equal rights and freedom for all Christian
denominations, with varying success; the uprisings were

usually organised from Transylvania.

The Habsburg-sanctioned Counter-Reformation efforts in the
17th century reconverted the majority of the kingdom to

Catholicism.

The center of Protestant learning in Hungary has for some
centuries been the University of Debrecen. Founded in 1538,
the University was situated in an area of Eastern Hungary
under Ottoman Turkish rule during the 1600s and 1700s,
being allowed Islamic toleration and thus avoiding Counter-

Reformation persecution.

Romania

Transylvania in what is today's Romania was a "dumping
ground for undesirables"” by the Habsburg monarchy. People
who did not conform to the will of the Habsburgs and the

leaders of the Catholic Church were forcibly sent there.
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Centuries of this practice allowed diverse Protestant traditions
to emerge in Romania, including Lutheranism, Calvinism and

Unitarianism.

Ukraine

Calvinism was popular among Hungarians who inhabited the
southwestern parts of the present-day Ukraine. Their
descendants are still there, such as the Sub-Carpathian

Reformed Church.

Belarus

The first Protestant congregation was founded in Brest-Litovsk
in the Reformed tradition, and the Belarusian Evangelical

Reformed Church exists today.

Ireland

The Reformation in Ireland was a movement for the reform of
religious life and institutions that was introduced into Ireland
by the English administration at the behest of King Henry VIII
of England. His desire for an annulment of his marriage was
known as the King's Great Matter. Ultimately Pope Clement VII
refused the petition; consequently it became necessary for the
King to assert his lordship over the church in his realm to give
legal effect to his wishes. The English Parliament confirmed
the King's supremacy over the Church in the Kingdom of
England. This challenge to Papal supremacy resulted in a
breach with the Roman Catholic Church. By 1541, the Irish
Parliament had agreed to the change in status of the country

from that of a Lordship to that of Kingdom of Ireland.
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Unlike similar movements for religious reform on the continent
of Europe, the various phases of the English Reformation as it
developed in Ireland were largely driven by changes in
government policy, to which public opinion in England
gradually accommodated itself. However, a number of factors
complicated the adoption of the religious innovations in
Ireland; the majority of the population there adhered to the
Catholic Church. However, in the city of Dublin the
Reformation took hold under the auspices of George Browne,

Archbishop of Dublin.

Italy

Word of the Protestant reformers reached Italy in the 1520s
but never caught on. Its development was stopped by the
Counter-Reformation, the Inquisition and also popular
disinterest. Not only was the Church highly aggressive in
seeking out and suppressing heresy, but there was a shortage
of Protestant leadership. No one translated the Bible into
Italian; few tracts were written. No core of Protestantism
emerged. The few preachers who did take an interest in
"Lutheranism", as it was called in Italy, were suppressed or
went into exile to northern countries where their message was
well received. As a result, the Reformation exerted almost no
lasting influence in Italy, except for strengthening the Catholic
Church and pushing for an end to ongoing abuses during the

Counter-Reformation.

Some Protestants left Italy and became outstanding activists of
the European Reformation, mainly in the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth (e.g. Giorgio Biandrata, Bernardino Ochino,

Giovanni Alciato, Giovanni Battista Cetis, FaustoSozzini,
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Francesco Stancaro and Giovanni Valentino Gentile), who
propagated Nontrinitarianism there and were chief instigators
of the movement of Polish Brethren. Some also fled to England

and Switzerland, including Peter Vermigli.

In 1532, the Waldensians, who had been already present
centuries before the Reformation, aligned themselves and
adopted the Calvinist theology. The Waldensian Church
survived in the Western Alps through many persecutions and

remains a Protestant church in Italy.

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth

In the first half of the 16th century, the enormous Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth was a country of many religions
and Churches, including: Roman Catholics, Byzantine
Orthodox, Armenian Oriental Orthodox, Ashkenazi Jews,
Karaites, and Sunni Muslims. The various groups had their
own juridical systems. On the eve of the Protestant
Reformation, Christianity held the predominate position within
the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and
Catholicism received preferential treatment at the expense of

the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox.

The Reformation first entered Poland through the mostly
German-speaking areas in the country's north. In the 1520s
Luther's reforms spread among the mostly German-speaking
inhabitants of such major cities as Danzig (now Gdansk),
Thorn (now Torun) and Elbing (now Elblag). In Kénigsberg (now
Kaliningrad), in 1530, a Polish-language edition of Luther's
Small Catechism was published. The Duchy of Prussia, a

vassal of the Polish Crown ruled by the Teutonic Knights,
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emerged as a key center of the movement, with numerous
publishing houses issuing not only Bibles, but also
catechisms, in German, Polish and Lithuanian. In 1525 the
last Grand Master of the Teutonic Knights secularised the
territory, became Lutheran, and established Lutheranism as
the state Church.

Lutheranism found few adherents among the other peoples of
the two countries. Calvinism became the most numerous
Protestant group because Calvin's teachings on the role of the
state within religion appealed to the nobility (known as
szlachta), mainly in Lesser Poland and the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. Several publishing houses were opened in Lesser
Poland in the mid-16th century in such locations as Stomniki
and Rakow. At that time, Mennonites and Czech Brothers came
to Poland. The former settled in the Vistula Delta where they
used their agricultural abilities to turn parts of the delta into
plodders. The latter settled mostly in Greater Poland around
Leszno. Later on, Socinus and his followers emigrated to
Poland. Originally the Reformed Church in Poland included
both the Calvinists and the Anti-trinitarians (also known as
the Socinians and the Polish Brethren); however, they
eventually split due to an inability to reconcile their divergent
views on the Trinity. Both Catholics and Orthodox Christians

converts became Calvinists and the Anti-Trinitarians.

The Commonwealth was unique in Europe in the 16th century
for its widespread tolerance confirmed by the Warsaw
Confederation. This agreement granted religious toleration to
all nobles: peasants living on nobile estates did not receive the
same protections. In 1563, the Brest Biblewas published (see

also Bible translations into Polish). The period of tolerance
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came under strain during the reign of King Sigismund III Vasa
(ZygmuntWasa). Sigismund, who was also the King of Sweden
until deposed, was educated by Jesuits in Sweden before his
election as King of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
During his reign, he selected Catholics for the highest offices

in the country.

This created resentment amongst the Protestant mnobility;
however, the country did not experience a religiously motivated
civil war. Despite concerted efforts, the nobility rejected efforts
to revise or rescind the Confederation of Warsaw, and

protected this agreement.

The Deluge, a 20-year period of almost continual warfare,
marked the turning point in attitudes. During the war with
Sweden, when King John Casimir (Jan Kazimierz) fled to
Silesia, the Icon of Mary of Czestochowa became the rallying
point for military opposition to the Swedish forces. Upon his
return to the country Kihn John Casimir crowned Mary a

Queen of Poland.

Despite these wars against Protestant, Orthodox, and Muslim
neighbors, the Confederation of Warsaw held with one notable

exception.

In the aftermath of the Swedish withdrawal and truce,
attitudes throughout the nobility (Catholic, Orthodox, and
Protestant) turned against the Polish Brethren. In 1658 the
Polish Brethren were forced to leave the country. They were
permitted to sell their immovable property and take their
movable property; however, it is still unknown whether they
received fair-market value for their lands. In 1666, the Sejm

banned apostasy from Catholicism to any other religion, under
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penalty of death. Finally, in 1717, the Silent Sejm banned non-

Catholics from becoming deputies of the Parliament.

The strategy the Catholic Church took towards reconverting
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth differed from its strategy

elsewhere.

The wunique government (Poland was a republic where the
citizen nobility owned the state) meant the king could not
enforce a religious settlement even he if so desired. Instead the
Catholic Church undertook a long and steady campaign of
persuasion. In the Ruthenian lands (predominately modern day
Belarus&Ukraine) the Orthodox Church also undertook a
similar strategy. Additionally, the Orthodox also sought to join
the Catholic Church (accomplished in the Union of Brzes¢
[Brest]); however, this union failed to achieve a lasting,
permanent, and complete union of the Catholics and Orthodox

in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

An important component of the Catholic Reformation in Poland
was education. Numerous colleges and universities were set up
throughout the country: the Jesuits and Piarists were
important in this regard but there were contributions of other
religious orders such as the Dominicans. While in the middle
of the 16th century the nobility mostly sent their sons abroad
for education (the new German Protestant universities were
important in this regard), by the mid-1600s the nobility mostly
stayed home for education. The quality of the new Catholic
schools was so great that Protestants willingly sent their
children to these schools. Through their education, many
nobles became appreciative of Catholicism or out-right

converted. Even though the majority of the nobility were
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Catholic circa 1700, Protestants remained in these lands and
pockets of Protestantism could be found outside the German-
speaking lands of the former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
into the 20th century. Among the most important Protestants
of the Commonwealth were MikotajRej, Marcin Czechowic,

Andrzej FryczModrzewski and Symon Budny.
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Moldova

The Reformation was very insignificant in what is now Moldova
and saw single congregations of Hussitism and Calvinism being
founded across Besserabia. During the Reformation era,

Moldova was repeatedly invaded.

Slovenia

PrimozTrubar is notable for consolidating the Slovene language
and is considered to be the key figure of Slovenian cultural
history, in many aspects a major Slovene historical
personality. He was the key figure of the Protestant Church of
the Slovene Lands, as he was its founder and its first
superintendent. The first books in Slovene, Catechismus and

Abecedarium, were written by Trubar.

Slovakia

At one point in history, the majority of Slovaks (~60%) were
Lutherans. Calvinism was popular among the Hungarians who
inhabited the southernmost parts of what is now Slovakia.
Back then, Slovakia used to be a part of the Kingdom of
Hungary. The Counter-Reformation implemented by the
Habsburgs severely damaged  Slovakian Protestantism,
although in the 2010s Protestants are still a substantial

minority (~10%) in the country.

Croatia

Lutheranism reached northern parts of the country.
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Serbia
Vojvodina turned partially Lutheran.
Greece

The Protestant teachings of the Western Church were also
briefly adopted within the Eastern Orthodox Church through
the GreekPatriarchCyril Lucaris in 1629 with the publishing of
the Confessio (Calvinistic doctrine) in Geneva. Motivating
factors in their decision to adopt aspects of the Reformation
included the historical rivalry and mistrust between the Greek
Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Churches along with their
concerns of Jesuit priests entering Greek lands in their
attempts to propagate the teachings of the Counter-
Reformation to the Greek populace. He subsequently sponsored
Maximos of Gallipoli's translation of the New Testament into
the Modern Greek language and it was published in Geneva in
1638. Upon Lucaris's death in 1638, the conservative factions
within the Eastern Orthodox Church held two synods: the
Synod of Constantinople (1638) and Synod of Iasi (1642)
criticising the reforms and, in the 1672 convocation led by

Dositheos, they officially condemned the Calvinistic doctrines.

In 2019, Christos Yannaras told Norman Russell that although
he had participated in the Zoé& movement, he had come to

regard it as Crypto-Protestant.
Spread

e The Reformation spread throughout Europe

beginning in 1517, reaching its peak between 1545
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and 1620. The greatest geographical extent of
Protestantism occurred at some point between 1545
and 1620. In 1620, the Battle of White Mountain
defeated Protestants in Bohemia (now the Czech
Republic) who sought to have the 1609 Letter of
Majesty upheld. The Thirty Years' War began in 1618
and brought a drastic territorial and demographic
decline when the House of Habsburg introduced
counter-reformational measures throughout their
vast possessions in Central Europe. Although the
Thirty Years' War concluded with the Peace of
Westphalia, the French Wars of the Counter-
Reformation continued, as well as the expulsion of

Protestants in Austria.

According to a 2020 study in the American Sociological Review,
the Reformation spread earliest to areas where Luther had pre-
existing social relations, such as mail correspondents, and
former students, as well as where he had visited. The study
argues that these social ties contributed more to the

Reformation's early breakthroughs than the printing press.
Conclusion and legacy

There is no universal agreement on the exact or approximate
date the Reformation ended. Various interpretations emphasise
different dates, entire periods, or argue that the Reformation
never really ended. However, there are a few popular
interpretations. Peace of Augsburg in 1555 officially ended the
religious struggle between the two groups and made the legal
division of Christianity permanent within the Holy Roman

Empire, allowing rulers to choose either Lutheranism or Roman
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Catholicism as the official confession of their state. It could be

considered to end with the enactment of the confessions of

faith. Other suggested ending years relate to the Counter-

Reformation or the 1648 Peace of Westphalia. From a Catholic

perspective, the Second Vatican Council called for an end to

the Counter-Reformation.

In the history of theology or philosophy, the
Reformation era ended with the Age of Orthodoxy.
The Orthodox Period, also termed the Scholastic
Period, succeeded the Reformation with the 1545-
1563 Council of Trent, the 1562 Anglican Thirty-nine
Articles, the 1580 Book of Concord, and other
confessions of faith. The Orthodox Era ended with
the development of both Pietism and the
Enlightenment.

The Peace of Westphalia might be considered to be
the event that ended the Reformation.

Some argue that the Reformation never ended as new
churches have splintered from the Catholic Church
(e.g., Old Catholics, Polish National Catholic Church,
etc.), as well as all the various Protestant churches
that exist today. No church splintering from the
Catholic Church since the 17th century has done so
on the basis of the same issues animating the

Reformation, however.

Consequences of the Reformation

Six princes of the Holy Roman Empire and rulers of fourteen

Imperial Free Cities, who issued a protest (or dissent) against

the edict of the Diet of Speyer (1529), were the first individuals
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to be called Protestants. The edict reversed concessions made
to the Lutherans with the approval of Holy Roman
EmperorCharles Vthree years earlier. The term protestant,
though initially purely political in nature, later acquired a
broader sense, referring to a member of any Western church
which subscribed to the main Protestant principles. Today,
Protestantism constitutes the second-largest form of
Christianity (after Catholicism), with a total of 800 million to
1 billion adherents worldwide or about 37% of all Christians.
Protestants have developed their own culture, with major
contributions in education, the humanities and sciences, the
political and social order, the economy and the arts and many
other fields. The {following outcomes of the Reformation
regarding human capital formation, the Protestant ethic,
economic development, governance, and "dark" outcomes have

been identified by scholars:
Human capital formation

e Higher literacy rates.

e Lower gender gap in school enrollment and literacy
rates.

e Higher primary school enrollment.

e Higher public spending on schooling and better
educational performance of military conscripts.

e Higher capability in reading, numeracy, essay

writing, and history.
Protestant ethic

e More hours worked.

e Divergent work attitudes of Protestant and Catholics.
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e Fewer referendums on leisure, state intervention,
and redistribution in Swiss cantons with more
Protestants.

e Lower life satisfaction when unemployed.

e Pro-market attitudes.

e Income differences between Protestants and

Catholics.
Economic development

e Different levels of income tax revenue per capita, %
of labor force in manufacturing and services, and
incomes of male elementary school teachers.

e Growth of Protestant cities.

e Greater entrepreneurship among religious minorities
in Protestant states.

e Different social ethics.

e Industrialization.

Governance

e The Reformation has been credited as a key factor in
the development of the state system.

e The Reformation has been credited as a key factor in
the formation of transnational advocacy movements.

e The Reformation impacted the Western legal
tradition.

e Establishment of state churches.

e Poor relief and social welfare regimes.

e James Madison noted that Martin Luther's doctrine

of the two kingdoms marked the beginning of the
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modern conception of separation of church and
state.

The Calvinist and Lutheran doctrine of the lesser
magistrate contributed to resistance theory in the
Early Modern period and was employed in the United

States Declaration of Independence.

outcomes

Witch trials became more common in regions or
other jurisdictions where Protestants and Catholics
contested the religious market.

Protestants were far more likely to vote for Nazis
than their Catholic German counterparts.
Christopher J. Probst, in his book Demonizing the
Jews: Luther and the Protestant Church in Nazi
Germany (2012), shows that a large number of
German Protestant clergy and theologians during the
Nazi Third Reich used Luther's hostile publications
towards the Jews and Judaism to justify at least in
part the anti-Semitic policies of the National
Socialists.

Higher suicide rate and greater suicide acceptability.

Positive outcome

In its decree on ecumenism, the Second Vatican Council of

Catholic Bishops declared that by contemporary dialogue that,

while still holding views as the One, Holy, Catholic, and

Apostolic Church, between the churches "all are led to examine

their own faithfulness to Christ's will for the Church and
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accordingly to undertake with vigor the task of renewal and

reform" (UnitatisRedintegratio, 4).
Historiography

Margaret C. Jacob argues that there has been a dramatic shift
in the historiography of the Reformation. Until the 1960s,
historians focused their attention largely on the great leaders
and theologians of the 16th century, especially Luther, Calvin,

and Zwingli.

Their ideas were studied in depth. However, the rise of the new
social history in the 1960s led to looking at history from the
bottom up, not from the top down. Historians began to
concentrate on the values, beliefs and behavior of the people at
large. She finds, "in contemporary scholarship, the
Reformation is now seen as a vast cultural upheaval, a social
and popular movement, textured and rich because of its

diversity."
Music and art

Painting and sculpture

e Northern Mannerism

e Lutheran art

¢ German Renaissance Art
e Swedish art

e English art

e Woodcuts

e Art conflicts

e Beeldenstorm
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Building

e Influence on church architecture

Literature

e Elizabethan

e Metaphysical poets
e Propaganda

e Welsh

e Scottish

e Anglo-Irish

e German

e (Czech
e Swiss
e Slovak

e Sorbian

¢ Romanian

e Danish

e Faroese

¢ Norwegian

e Swedish

e Finnish

e Icelandic

¢ Dutch Renaissance and Golden Age
e Folklore of the Low Countries

e 16th century Renaissance humanism
e 16th century in poetry

e 16th century in literature

e English Renaissance theatre
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Musical Forms

¢ Hymnody of continental Europe
e Music of the British Isles

e Hymn tune

e Lutheran chorale

¢ Lutheran hymn

e Anglican church music

e Exclusive psalmody

e Anglican chant

e Homophony vs. Polyphony

Liturgies

e Reformed worship

e Calvin's liturgy

¢ Formula missae

e Deutsche Messe

e Ecclesiastical Latin

e Lutheran and Anglican Mass in music

e Cyclic mass vs. Paraphrase mass

¢ Roman vs. Sarum Rites

e Sequence (retained by Lutherans, mostly banned by

Trent)

Hymnals

e First and Second Lutheran hymnals
e First Wittenberg hymnal

e Swenskesonger

e Thomissgn's hymnal

e Ausbund
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e Book of Common Prayer
e Metrical psalters

e Souterliedekens

e Book of Common Order
e Genevan Psalter

e Scottish Psalter

Secular Music

e English Madrigal School

e Greensleeves

¢ German madrigals

e Moravian traditional music

e Meistersinger

Partly due to Martin Luther's love for music, music became
important in Lutheranism. The study and practice of music
was encouraged in Protestant-majority countries. Songs such
as the Lutheran hymns or the Calvinist Psalter became tools
for the spread of Protestant ideas and beliefs, as well as
identity flags. Similar attitudes developed among Catholics,
who in turn encouraged the creation and use of music for

religious purposes.
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Chapter 2

Protestantism

Protestantism is a form of Christianity that originated with
the 16th-century Reformation, a movement against what its
followers perceived to be errors in the Catholic Church.
Protestants originating in the Reformation reject the Roman
Catholic doctrine of papal supremacy, but disagree among
themselves regarding the number of sacraments, the real
presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and matters of
ecclesiastical polity and apostolic succession. They emphasize
the priesthood of all believers; justification by faith (sola fide)
rather than by good works; the teaching that salvation comes
by divine grace or "unmerited favor" only, not as something
merited (sola gratia); and either affirm the Bible as being the
sole highest authority (sola scriptura "scripture alone") or
primary authority (prima scriptura "scripture first") for
Christian doctrine, rather than being on parity with sacred
tradition. The five solae of Lutheran and Reformed Christianity
summarise basic theological differences in opposition to the

Catholic Church.

Protestantism began in Germany in 1517, when Martin Luther
published his Ninety-five Theses as a reaction against abuses
in the sale of indulgences by the Catholic Church, which
purported to offer the remission of the temporal punishment of
sins to their purchasers. The term, however, derives from the
letter of protestation from German Lutheran princes in 1529
against an edict of the Diet of Speyer condemning the
teachings of Martin Luther as heretical. Although there were

earlier breaks and attempts to reform the Catholic Church—
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notably by Peter Waldo, John Wycliffe and Jan Hus—only
Luther succeeded in sparking a wider, lasting and modern
movement. In the 16th century, Lutheranism spread f{rom
Germany into Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Latvia,
Estonia and Iceland. Calvinist churches spread in Germany,
Hungary, the Netherlands, Scotland, Switzerland and France
by Protestant Reformers such as John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli
and John Knox. The political separation of the Church of
England from the pope wunder King Henry VIII began
Anglicanism, bringing England and Wales into this broad

Reformation movement.

Today, Protestantism constitutes the second-largest form of
Christianity (after Catholicism), with a total of 800 million to
1 billion adherents worldwide or about 37% of all Christians.
Protestants have developed their own culture, with major
contributions in education, the humanities and sciences, the
political and social order, the economy and the arts and many
other fields.

Protestantism is diverse, being more divided theologically and
ecclesiastically than the Catholic Church, the Eastern
Orthodox Church or Oriental Orthodoxy. Without structural
unity or central human authority, Protestants developed the
concept of an invisible church, in contrast to the Catholic, the
Eastern Orthodox Church, the Oriental Orthodox Churches,
the Assyrian Church of the East and the Ancient Church of the
East, which all understand themselves as the one and only
original church—the "one true church"—founded by Jesus
Christ. Some denominations do have a worldwide scope and
distribution of membership, while others are confined to a

single country. A majority of Protestants are members of a
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handful of Protestant denominational families: Adventists,
Anabaptists, Anglicans/ Episcopalians, Baptists,
Calvinist/Reformed, Lutherans, Methodists, and Pentecostals.
Nondenominational, Charismatic, Evangelical, Independent,
and other churches are on the rise, and constitute a significant

part of Protestantism.
Terminology

Protestant

Six princes of the Holy Roman Empire and rulers of fourteen
Imperial Free Cities, who issued a protest (or dissent) against
the edict of the Diet of Speyer (1529), were the first individuals
to be called Protestants. The edict reversed concessions made
to the Lutherans with the approval of Holy Roman
EmperorCharles Vthree years earlier. The term protestant,
though initially purely political in nature, later acquired a
broader sense, referring to a member of any Western church
which subscribed to the main Protestant principles. Any
Western Christian who is not an adherent of the Catholic
Church or Eastern Orthodox Church is a Protestant. A
Protestant is an adherent of any of those Christian bodies that
separated from the Church of Rome during the Reformation, or

of any group descended from them.

During the Reformation, the term protestant was hardly used
outside of German politics. People who were involved in the
religious movement used the word evangelical (German:
evangelisch). For further details, see the section below.

Gradually, protestant became a general term, meaning any
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adherent of the Reformation in the German-speaking area. It
was ultimately somewhat taken up by Lutherans, even though
Martin Luther himself insisted on Christian or evangelical as
the only acceptable names for individuals who professed
Christ. French and Swiss Protestants instead preferred the
word reformed (French: réformé), which became a popular,

neutral, and alternative name for Calvinists.
Evangelical

The word evangelical (German: evangelisch), which refers to
the gospel, was widely used for those involved in the religious
movement in the German-speaking area beginning in 1517.
Nowadays, evangelical is still preferred among some of the
historical Protestant denominations in the Lutheran, Calvinist,
and United Protestant (Lutheran & Reformed) traditions in
Europe, and those with strong ties to them (e.g. Wisconsin

Evangelical Lutheran Synod).

Above all the term is used by Protestant bodies in the German-
speaking area, such as the Evangelical Church in Germany. In
continental Europe, an Evangelical is either a Lutheran, a
Calvinist, or a United Protestant (Lutheran & Reformed). The
German word evangelisch means Protestant, and is different
from the German evangelikal, which refers to churches shaped
by Evangelicalism. The English word evangelical usually refers
to evangelical Protestant churches, and therefore to a certain
part of Protestantism rather than to Protestantism as a whole.
The English word traces its roots back to the Puritans in
England, where Evangelicalism originated, and then was

brought to the United States.
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Martin Luther always disliked the term Lutheran, preferring
the term evangelical, which was derived from euangelion, a
Greek word meaning "good news", i.e. "gospel". The followers of
John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli, and other theologians linked to
the Reformed tradition also began to wuse that term. To
distinguish the two evangelical groups, others began to refer to
the two groups as Evangelical Lutheran and Evangelical
Reformed. Nowadays, the word also pertains in the same way to
some other mainline groups, for example Evangelical Methodist.
As time passed by, the word evangelical was dropped.
Lutherans themselves began to use the term Lutheran in the
middle of the 16th century, in order to distinguish themselves

from other groups such as the Philippists and Calvinists.
Reformational

The German word reformatorisch, which roughly translates to
English as 'reformational" or '"reforming", is used as an
alternative for evangelisch in German, and is different from
English reformed (German: reformiert), which refers to
churches shaped by ideas of John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli
and other Reformed theologians. Being derived from the word
"Reformation", the term emerged around the same time as

evangelical (1517) and protestant (1529).

Theology

Main principles

Various experts on the subject tried to determine what makes a

Christian denomination a part of Protestantism. A common
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consensus approved by most of them is that if a Christian
denomination 1is to be considered Protestant, it must
acknowledge the following three fundamental principles of

Protestantism.

Scripture alone

The belief, emphasized by Luther, in the Bible as the highest
source of authority for the church. The early churches of the
Reformation believed in a critical, yet serious, reading of
scripture and holding the Bible as a source of authority higher
than that of church tradition. The many abuses that had
occurred in the Western Church before the Protestant
Reformation led the Reformers to reject much of its tradition.
In the early 20th century, a less critical reading of the Bible
developed in the United States—leading to a "fundamentalist"
reading of Scripture. Christian fundamentalists read the Bible
as the "inerrant, infallible” Word of God, as do the Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran churches, but
interpret it in a literalist fashion without using the historical-
critical method. Methodists and Anglicans differ from
Lutherans and the Reformed on this doctrine as they teach
prima scriptura, which holds that Scripture is the primary
source for Christian doctrine, but that "tradition, experience,
and reason" can nurture the Christian religion as long as they

are in harmony with the Bible.

"Biblical Christianity" focused on a deep study of the Bible is
characteristic of most Protestants as opposed to "Church
Christianity", focused on performing rituals and good works,

represented by Catholic and Orthodox traditions. However,
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Quakers and Pentecostalists, emphasize the Holy Spirit and

personal closeness to God.
Justification by faith alone

The belief that believers are justified, or pardoned for sin,
solely on condition of faith in Christ rather than a combination
of faith and good works. For Protestants, good works are a
necessary consequence rather than cause of justification.
However, while justification is by faith alone, there is the
position that faith is not nuda fides. John Calvin explained
that "it is therefore faith alone which justifies, and yet the
faith which justifies is not alone: just as it is the heat alone of
the sun which warms the earth, and yet in the sun it is not
alone." Lutheran and Reformed Christians differ from

Methodists in their understanding of this doctrine.
Universal priesthood of believers

The universal priesthood of believers implies the right and duty
of the Christian laity not only to read the Bible in the
vernacular, but also to take part in the government and all the
public affairs of the Church. It is opposed to the hierarchical
system which puts the essence and authority of the Church in
an exclusive priesthood, and which makes ordained priests the
necessary mediators between God and the people. It is
distinguished from the concept of the priesthood of all
believers, which did not grant individuals the right to interpret
the Bible apart from the Christian community at large because
universal priesthood opened the door to such a possibility.
There are scholars who cite that this doctrine tends to

subsume all distinctions in the church under a single spiritual
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entity. Calvin referred to the universal priesthood as an
expression of the relation between the believer and his God,
including the freedom of a Christian to come to God through
Christ without human mediation. He also maintained that this
principle recognizes Christ as prophet, priest, and king and

that his priesthood is shared with his people.
Trinity

Protestants who adhere to the Nicene Creed believe in three
persons (God the Father, God the Son, and the God the Holy
Spirit) as one God.

Movements emerging around the time of the Protestant
Reformation, but not a part of Protestantism, e.g. Unitarianism
also reject the Trinity. This often serves as a reason for
exclusion of the Unitarian Universalism, Oneness
Pentecostalism and other movements from Protestantism by
various observers. Unitarianism continues to have a presence
mainly in Transylvania, England and the United States, as well

as elsewhere.
Five solae

The Five solae are five Latin phrases (or slogans) that emerged
during the Protestant Reformation and summarize the
reformers' basic differences in theological beliefs in opposition
to the teaching of the Catholic Church of the day. The Latin

word sola means "alone", "only", or "single".

The use of the phrases as summaries of teaching emerged over
time during the Reformation, based on the overarching

Lutheran and Reformed principle of sola scriptura (by scripture
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alone). This idea contains the four main doctrines on the Bible:
that its teaching is needed for salvation (necessity); that all the
doctrine necessary for salvation comes from the Bible alone
(sufficiency); that everything taught in the Bible is correct
(inerrancy); and that, by the Holy Spirit overcoming sin,
believers may read and understand truth from the Bible itself,
though understanding is difficult, so the means used to guide
individual believers to the true teaching is often mutual

discussion within the church (clarity).

The necessity and inerrancy were well-established ideas,
garnering little criticism, though they later came under debate
from outside during the Enlightenment. The most contentious
idea at the time though was the notion that anyone could
simply pick up the Bible and learn enough to gain salvation.
Though the reformers were concerned with ecclesiology (the
doctrine of how the church as a body works), they had a
different understanding of the process in which truths in
scripture were applied to life of believers, compared to the
Catholics' idea that certain people within the church, or ideas
that were old enough, had a special status in giving

understanding of the text.

The second main principle, sola fide (by faith alone), states
that faith in Christ is sufficient alone for eternal salvation and
justification. Though argued from scripture, and hence
logically consequent to sola scriptura, this is the guiding
principle of the work of Luther and the later reformers.
Because sola scriptura placed the Bible as the only source of
teaching, sola fideepitomises the main thrust of the teaching

the reformers wanted to get back to, namely the direct, close,
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personal connection between Christ and the believer, hence the

reformers' contention that their work was Christocentric.

The other solas, as statements, emerged later, but the thinking

they represent was also part of the early Reformation.

e Solus Christus: Christ alone

e The Protestants characterize the dogma concerning
the Pope as Christ's representative head of the
Church on earth, the concept of works made
meritorious by Christ, and the Catholic idea of a
treasury of the merits of Christ and his saints, as a
denial that Christ is the only mediator between God
and man. Catholics, on the other hand, maintained
the traditional understanding of Judaism on these
questions, and appealed to the universal consensus
of Christian tradition.

e Sola Gratia: Grace alone

e Protestants perceived Catholic salvation to be
dependent upon the grace of God and the merits of
one's own works. The reformers posited that
salvation is a gift of God (i.e., God's act of free
grace), dispensed by the Holy Spirit owing to the
redemptive work of Jesus Christ alone.
Consequently, they argued that a sinner is not
accepted by God on account of the change wrought
in the believer by God's grace, and that the believer
is accepted without regard for the merit of his works,
for no one deserves salvation.

e Soli Deo Gloria: Glory to God alone

e All glory is due to God alone since salvation is

accomplished solely through his will and action—not
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only the gift of the all-sufficient atonement of Jesus
on the cross but also the gift of faith in that
atonement, created in the heart of the believer by the
Holy Spirit. The reformers believed that human
beings—even saints canonized by the Catholic
Church, the popes, and the ecclesiastical hierarchy—

are not worthy of the glory.
Christ's presence in the Eucharist

The Protestant movement began to diverge into several distinct
branches in the mid-to-late 16th century. One of the central
points of divergence was controversy over the Eucharist. Early
Protestants rejected the Catholic dogma of transubstantiation,
which teaches that the bread and wine used in the sacrificial
rite of the Mass lose their natural substance by being
transformed into the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Christ.
They disagreed with one another concerning the presence of

Christ and his body and blood in Holy Communion.

e Lutherans hold that within the Lord's Supper the
consecrated elements of bread and wine are the true
body and blood of Christ "in, with, and under the
form" of bread and wine for all those who eat and
drink it, a doctrine that the Formula of Concord
calls the Sacramental union. God earnestly offers to
all who receive the sacrament, forgiveness of sins,
and eternal salvation.

e The Reformed churches emphasize the real spiritual
presence, or sacramental presence, of Christ, saying
that the sacrament is a sanctifying grace through

which the elect believer does not actually partake of

63



The Reformation: 1500-1650

Christ, but merely with the bread and wine rather
than in the elements. Calvinists deny the Lutheran
assertion that all communicants, both believers and
unbelievers, orally receive Christ's body and blood in
the elements of the sacrament but instead affirm
that Christ is united to the believer through faith—
toward which the supper is an outward and visible
aid. This is often referred to as dynamic presence.

Anglicans and Methodists refuse to define the
Presence, preferring to leave it a mystery. The Prayer
Books describe the bread and wine as outward and
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace which is
the Body and Blood of Christ. However, the words of
their liturgies suggest that one can hold to a belief
in the Real Presence and Spiritual and Sacramental

n

Present at the same time. For example, . and you
have fed us with the spiritual food in the Sacrament
of his body and Blood;" "...the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ, and for assuring us in these
holy mysteries..." American Book of Common Prayer,
1977, pp. 365-366.

Anabaptists hold a popular simplification of the
Zwinglian view, without concern for theological
intricacies as hinted at above, may see the Lord's
Supper merely as a symbol of the shared faith of the
participants, a commemoration of the facts of the
crucifixion, and a reminder of their standing

together as the body of Christ (a view referred to as

memorialism).
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History

Pre-Reformation

In the late 1130s, Arnold of Brescia, an Italian canon regular
became one of the first theologians to attempt to reform the
Catholic Church. After his death, his teachings on apostolic
poverty gained currency among Arnoldists, and later more
widely among Waldensians and the Spiritual Franciscans,
though no written word of his has survived the official
condemnation. In the early 1170s, Peter Waldo founded the
Waldensians. He advocated an interpretation of the Gospel that
led to conflicts with the Catholic Church. By 1215, the
Waldensians were declared heretical and subject to
persecution. Despite that, the movement continues to exist to

this day in Italy, as a part of the wider Reformed tradition.

In the 1370s, John Wycliffe—later dubbed the "Morning Star of
Reformation"—started his activity as an English reformer. He
rejected papal authority over secular power, translated the
Bible into vernacularEnglish, and preached anticlerical and

biblically-centred reforms.

Beginning in the first decade of the 15th century, Jan Hus—a
Catholic priest, Czech reformist and professor—influenced by
John Wycliffe's writings, founded the Hussite movement. He
strongly advocated his reformist Bohemian religious
denomination. He was excommunicated and burned at the
stake in Constance, Bishopric of Constance in 1415 by secular
authorities for unrepentant and persistent heresy. After his

execution, a revolt erupted. Hussites defeated five continuous
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crusades proclaimed against them by the Pope. Later on,
theological disputes caused a split within the Hussite
movement. Utraquists maintained that both the bread and the
wine should be administered to the people during the
Eucharist. Another major faction were the Taborites, who
opposed the Utraquists in the Battle of Lipany during the
Hussite Wars. There were two separate parties among the
Hussites: moderate and radical movements. Other smaller
regional Hussite branches in Bohemia included Adamites,

Orebites, Orphans and Praguers.

The Hussite Wars concluded with the victory of Holy Roman
EmperorSigismund, his Catholic allies and moderate Hussites
and the defeat of the radical Hussites. Tensions arose as the
Thirty Years' War reached Bohemia in 1620. Both moderate
and radical Hussitism was increasingly persecuted by

Catholics and Holy Roman Emperor's armies.

Starting in 1475, an Italian Dominican friar Girolamo
Savonarola was calling for a Christian renewal. Later on,
Martin Luther himself read some of the friar's writings and
praised him as a martyr and forerunner whose ideas on faith
and grace anticipated Luther's own doctrine of justification by

faith alone.

Some of Hus' followers founded the UnitasFratrum—"Unity of
the Brethren"—which was renewed under the leadership of
Count Nicolaus von Zinzendorf in Herrnhut, Saxony in 1722
after its almost total destruction in the Thirty Years' War and
the Counter-Reformation. Today, it is usually referred to in
English as the Moravian Church and in German as the

HerrnhuterBruidergemeine.
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Reformation proper

The Protestant Reformation began as an attempt to reform the

Catholic Church.

On 31 October 1517 (All Hallows' Eve) Martin Luther allegedly
nailed his Ninety-five Theses (Disputation on the Power of
Indulgences) on the door of the All Saints' Church in
Wittenberg, Germany, detailing doctrinal and practical abuses
of the Catholic Church, especially the selling of indulgences.
The theses debated and criticized many aspects of the Church
and the papacy, including the practice of purgatory, particular
judgment, and the authority of the pope. Luther would later
write works against the Catholic devotion to Virgin Mary, the
intercession of and devotion to the saints, mandatory clerical
celibacy, monasticism, the authority of the pope, the
ecclesiastical law, censure and excommunication, the role of
secular rulers in religious matters, the relationship between

Christianity and the law, good works, and the sacraments.

The Reformation was a triumph of literacy and the new
printing press invented by Johannes Gutenberg. Luther's
translation of the Bible into German was a decisive moment in
the spread of literacy, and stimulated as well the printing and
distribution of religious books and pamphlets. From 1517

onward, religious pamphlets flooded much of Europe.

Following the excommunication of Luther and condemnation of
the Reformation by the Pope, the work and writings of John
Calvin were influential in establishing a loose consensus
among various groups in Switzerland, Scotland, Hungary,

Germany and elsewhere. After the expulsion of its Bishop in
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1526, and the unsuccessful attempts of the Bern reformer
William Farel, Calvin was asked to use the organisational skill
he had gathered as a student of law to discipline the city of
Geneva. His Ordinances of 1541 involved a collaboration of
Church affairs with the City council and consistory to bring
morality to all areas of life. After the establishment of the
Geneva academy in 1559, Geneva became the unofficial capital
of the Protestant movement, providing refuge for Protestant
exiles from all over Europe and educating them as Calvinist
missionaries. The faith continued to spread after Calvin's
death in 1563.

Protestantism also spread from the German lands into France,
where the Protestants were nicknamed Huguenots. Calvin
continued to take an interest in the French religious affairs
from his base in Geneva. He regularly trained pastors to lead
congregations there. Despite heavy persecution, the Reformed
tradition made steady progress across large sections of the
nation, appealing to people alienated by the obduracy and the
complacency of the Catholic establishment. French
Protestantism came to acquire a distinctly political character,
made all the more obvious by the conversions of nobles during
the 1550s. This established the preconditions for a series of
conflicts, known as the French Wars of Religion. The civil wars
gained impetus with the sudden death of Henry II of France in
1559. Atrocity and outrage became the defining characteristics
of the time, illustrated at their most intense in the St.
Bartholomew's Day massacre of August 1572, when the
Catholic party annihilated between 30,000 and 100,000
Huguenots across France. The wars only concluded when
Henry IV of France issued the Edict of Nantes, promising

official toleration of the Protestant minority, but under highly
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restricted conditions. Catholicism remained the official state
religion, and the fortunes of French Protestants gradually
declined over the next century, culminating in Louis XIV'sEdict
of Fontainebleau which revoked the Edict of Nantes and made
Catholicism the sole legal religion once again. In response to
the Edict of Fontainebleau, Frederick William I, Elector of
Brandenburg declared the Edict of Potsdam, giving {ree
passage to Huguenot refugees. In the late 17th century many
Huguenots fled to England, the Netherlands, Prussia,
Switzerland, and the English and Dutch overseas colonies. A
significant community in France remained in the Cévennes

region.

Parallel to events in Germany, a movement began in
Switzerland under the leadership of Huldrych Zwingli. Zwingli
was a scholar and preacher, who in 1518 moved to Zurich.
Although the two movements agreed on many issues of
theology, some unresolved differences kept them separate. A
long-standing resentment between the German states and the
Swiss Confederation led to heated debate over how much
Zwingli owed his ideas to Lutheranism. The German Prince
Philip of Hesse saw potential in creating an alliance between
Zwingli and Luther. A meeting was held in his castle in 1529,
now known as the Colloquy of Marburg, which has become
infamous for its failure. The two men could not come to any

agreement due to their disputation over one key doctrine.

In 1534, King Henry VIII put an end to all papal jurisdiction in
England, after the Pope failed to annul his marriage to
Catherine of Aragon; this opened the door to reformational
ideas. Reformers in the Church of England alternated between

sympathies for ancient Catholic tradition and more Reformed
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principles, gradually developing into a tradition considered a
middle way (via media) between the Catholic and Protestant
traditions. The English Reformation followed a particular
course. The different character of the English Reformation
came primarily from the fact that it was driven initially by the
political necessities of Henry VIII. King Henry decided to
remove the Church of England from the authority of Rome. In
1534, the Act of Supremacy recognized Henry as the only
Supreme Head on earth of the Church of England. Between 1535
and 1540, under Thomas Cromwell, the policy known as the
Dissolution of the Monasteries was put into effect. Following a
brief Catholic restoration during the reign of Mary I, a loose
consensus developed during the reign of Elizabeth I. The
Elizabethan Religious Settlement largely formed Anglicanism
into a distinctive church tradition. The compromise was
uneasy and was capable of veering between extreme Calvinism
on the one hand and Catholicism on the other. It was relatively
successful until the Puritan Revolution or English Civil War in

the 17th century.

The success of the Counter-Reformation on the Continent and
the growth of a Puritan party dedicated to further Protestant
reform polarised the Elizabethan Age. The early Puritan
movement was a movement for reform in the Church of
England. The desire was for the Church of England to resemble
more closely the Protestant churches of Europe, especially
Geneva. The later Puritan movement, often referred to as
dissenters and nonconformists, eventually led to the formation

of various Reformed denominations.

The Scottish Reformation of 1560 decisively shaped the Church

of Scotland. The Reformation in Scotland culminated
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ecclesiastically in the establishment of a church along
Reformed lines, and politically in the triumph of English
influence over that of France. John Knox is regarded as the
leader of the Scottish Reformation. The Scottish Reformation
Parliament of 1560 repudiated the pope's authority by the
Papal Jurisdiction Act 1560, forbade the celebration of the
Mass and approved a Protestant Confession of Faith. It was
made possible by a revolution against French hegemony under
the regime of the regent Mary of Guise, who had governed

Scotland in the name of her absent daughter.

Some of the most important activists of the Protestant
Reformation included Jacobus Arminius, Theodore Beza,
Martin Bucer, Andreas von Carlstadt, Heinrich Bullinger,
Balthasar Hubmaier, Thomas Cranmer, William Farel, Thomas
Muntzer, Laurentius Petri, Olaus Petri, Philipp Melanchthon,
Menno Simons, Louis de Berquin, PrimozTrubar and John

Smyth.

In the course of this religious upheaval, the German Peasants'
War of 1524-25 swept through the Bavarian, Thuringian and
Swabian principalities. After the Eighty Years' War in the Low
Countries and the French Wars of Religion, the confessional
division of the states of the Holy Roman Empire eventually
erupted in the Thirty Years' War between 1618 and 1648. It
devastated much of Germany, killing between 25% and 40% of
its population. The main tenets of the Peace of Westphalia,

which ended the Thirty Years' War, were:

e All parties would now recognize the Peace of
Augsburg of 1555, by which each prince would have

the right to determine the religion of his own state,
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the options being Catholicism, Lutheranism, and
now Calvinism. (the principle of cuiusregio,
eiusreligio)

e Christians living in principalities where their
denomination was not the established church were
guaranteed the right to practice their faith in public
during allotted hours and in private at their will.

e The treaty also effectively ended the papacy's pan-
European political power. Pope Innocent X declared
the treaty "null, void, invalid, iniquitous, unjust,
damnable, reprobate, inane, empty of meaning and
effect for all times" in his bull Zelo Domus Dei.
European sovereigns, Catholic and Protestant alike,

ignored his verdict.

Post-Reformation

The Great Awakenings were periods of rapid and dramatic

religious revival in Anglo-American religious history.

The First Great Awakening was an evangelical and
revitalization movement that swept through Protestant Europe
and British America, especially the American colonies in the
1730s and 1740s, leaving a permanent impact on American
Protestantism. It resulted from powerful preaching that gave
listeners a sense of deep personal revelation of their need of
salvation by Jesus Christ. Pulling away from ritual, ceremony,
sacramentalism and hierarchy, it made Christianity intensely
personal to the average person by fostering a deep sense of
spiritual conviction and redemption, and by encouraging
introspection and a commitment to a new standard of personal

morality.
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The Second Great Awakening began around 1790. It gained
momentum by 1800. After 1820, membership rose rapidly
among Baptist and Methodist congregations, whose preachers
led the movement. It was past its peak by the late 1840s. It
has been described as a reaction against skepticism, deism,
and rationalism, although why those forces became pressing
enough at the time to spark revivals is not fully understood. It
enrolled millions of new members in existing evangelical

denominations and led to the formation of new denominations.

The Third Great Awakening refers to a hypothetical historical
period that was marked by religious activism in American
history and spans the late 1850s to the early 20th century. It
affected pietistic Protestant denominations and had a strong
element of social activism. It gathered strength from the
postmillennial belief that the Second Coming of Christ would
occur after mankind had reformed the entire earth. It was
affiliated with the Social Gospel Movement, which applied
Christianity to social issues and gained its force from the
Awakening, as did the worldwide missionary movement. New
groupings emerged, such as the Holiness, Nazarene, and

Christian Science movements.

The Fourth Great Awakening was a Christian religious
awakening that some scholars—most notably, Robert Fogel—
say took place in the United States in the late 1960s and early
1970s, while others look at the era following World War II. The
terminology is controversial. Thus, the idea of a Fourth Great

Awakening itself has not been generally accepted.

In 1814, Le Réveil swept through Calvinist regions in

Switzerland and France.
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In 1904, a Protestant revival in Wales had a tremendous
impact on the local population. A part of British
modernization, it drew many people to churches, especially

Methodist and Baptist ones.

A noteworthy development in 20th-century Protestant
Christianity was the rise of the modern Pentecostal movement.
Sprung from Methodist and Wesleyan roots, it arose out of
meetings at an urban mission on Azusa Street in Los Angeles.
From there it spread around the world, carried by those who
experienced what they believed to be miraculous moves of God
there. These Pentecost-like manifestations have steadily been
in evidence throughout history, such as seen in the two Great
Awakenings. Pentecostalism, which in turn birthed the
Charismatic movement within already established
denominations, continues to be an important force in Western

Christianity.

In the United States and elsewhere in the world, there has
been a marked rise in the evangelical wing of Protestant
denominations, especially those that are more exclusively
evangelical, and a corresponding decline in the mainstream
liberal churches. In the post-World War 1 era, Liberal
Christianity was on the rise, and a considerable number of
seminaries held and taught from a liberal perspective as well.
In the post-World War II era, the trend began to swing back
towards the conservative camp in America's seminaries and

church structures.

In Europe, there has been a general move away from religious
observance and belief in Christian teachings and a move

towards secularism. The Enlightenment is largely responsible
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for the spread of secularism. Several scholars have argued for
a link between the rise of secularism and Protestantism,
attributing it to the wide-ranging freedom in the Protestant-
majority countries. In North America, South America and
Australia Christian religious observance is much higher than
in Europe. United States remains particularly religious in
comparison to other developed countries. South America,
historically Catholic, has experienced a large Evangelical and

Pentecostal infusion in the 20th and 21st centuries.
Radical Reformation

Unlike mainstream Lutheran, Calvinist and Zwinglian
movements, the Radical Reformation, which had no state
sponsorship, generally abandoned the idea of the "Church
visible" as distinct from the "Church invisible". It was a
rational extension of the state-approved Protestant dissent,
which took the value of independence from constituted
authority a step further, arguing the same for the civic realm.
The Radical Reformation was non-mainstream, though in parts
of Germany, Switzerland and Austria, a majority would
sympathize with the Radical Reformation despite the intense
persecution it faced from both Catholics and Magisterial

Protestants.

The early Anabaptists believed that their reformation must
purify not only theology but also the actual lives of Christians,
especially their political and social relationships. Therefore,
the church should not be supported by the state, neither by
tithes and taxes, nor by the use of the sword; Christianity was
a matter of individual conviction, which could not be forced on

anyone, but rather required a personal decision for it.
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Protestant ecclesial leaders such as Hubmaier and Hofmann
preached the invalidity of infant baptism, advocating baptism
as following conversion ("believer's baptism") instead. This was
not a doctrine new to the reformers, but was taught by earlier
groups, such as the Albigenses in 1147. Though most of the
Radical Reformers were Anabaptist, some did not identify
themselves with the mainstream Anabaptist tradition. Thomas
Miuntzer was involved in the German Peasants' War. Andreas
Karlstadt disagreed theologically with Huldrych Zwingli and
Martin Luther, teaching nonviolence and refusing to baptize
infants while not rebaptizing adult believers.
KasparSchwenkfeld and Sebastian Franck were influenced by

German mysticism and spiritualism.

In the view of many associated with the Radical Reformation,
the Magisterial Reformation had not gone far enough. Radical
Reformer, Andreas von BodensteinKarlstadt, for example,
referred to the Lutheran theologians at Wittenberg as the "new
papists". Since the term "magister" also means "teacher", the
Magisterial Reformation is also characterized by an emphasis
on the authority of a teacher. This is made evident in the
prominence of Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli as leaders of the
reform movements in their respective areas of ministry.
Because of their authority, they were often criticized by
Radical Reformers as being too much like the Roman Popes. A
more political side of the Radical Reformation can be seen in
the thought and practice of Hans Hut, although typically

Anabaptism has been associated with pacifism.

Anabaptism in shape of its various diversification such as the

Amish, Mennonites and Hutterites came out of the Radical
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Reformation. Later in history, Schwarzenau Brethren, and the

Apostolic Christian Church would emerge in Anabaptist circles.
[ ] [ ]
Denominations

Protestants refer to specific groupings of congregations or
churches that share in common foundational doctrines and the
name of their groups as denominations. The term denomination
(national body) 1is to be distinguished from branch
(denominational family; tradition), communion (international
body) and congregation (church). An example (this is no
universal way to classify Protestant churches, as these may
sometimes vary broadly in their structures) to show the

difference:

Branch/denominational family/tradition: Methodism
Communion/international body: World Methodist Council
Denomination/national body: United Methodist Church
Congregation/church: First United Methodist Church
(Paintsville, Kentucky)

Protestants reject the Catholic Church's doctrine that it is the
one true church, with some teaching belief in the invisible
church, which consists of all who profess faith in Jesus Christ.
The Lutheran Church traditionally sees itself as the "main
trunk of the historical Christian Tree" founded by Christ and
the Apostles, holding that during the Reformation, the Church
of Rome fell away. Some Protestant denominations are less
accepting of other denominations, and the basic orthodoxy of
some is questioned by most of the others. Individual
denominations also have formed over very subtle theological

differences. Other denominations are simply regional or ethnic
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expressions of the same beliefs. Because the five solas are the
main tenets of the Protestant faith, non-denominational groups

and organizations are also considered Protestant.

Various ecumenical movements have attempted cooperation or
reorganization of the various divided Protestant
denominations, according to various models of union, but
divisions continue to outpace wunions, as there is no
overarching authority to which any of the churches owe
allegiance, which can authoritatively define the faith. Most
denominations share common beliefs in the major aspects of
the Christian faith while differing in many secondary
doctrines, although what is major and what is secondary is a

matter of idiosyncratic belief.

Several countries have established their national churches,
linking the  ecclesiastical structure with the state.
Jurisdictions where a Protestant denomination has been
established as a state religion include several Nordic countries;
Denmark (including Greenland), the Faroe Islands (its church
being independent since 2007), Iceland and Norway have
established Evangelical Lutheran churches. Tuvalu has the
only established church in Reformed tradition in the world,
while Tonga—in the Methodist tradition. The Church of
England is the officially established religious institution in
England, and also the Mother Church of the worldwide

Anglican Communion.

In 1869, Finland was the first Nordic country to disestablishits
Evangelical Lutheran church by introducing the Church Act.
Although the church still maintains a special relationship with

the state, it is not described as a state religion in the Finnish
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Constitution or other laws passed by the Finnish Parliament.

In 2000, Sweden was the second Nordic country to do so.
United and uniting churches

United and uniting churches are churches formed from the
merger or other form of union of two or more different

Protestant denominations.

Historically, unions of Protestant churches were enforced by
the state, usually in order to have a stricter control over the
religious sphere of its people, but also other organizational
reasons. As modern Christian ecumenism progresses, unions
between various Protestant traditions are becoming more and
more common, resulting in a growing number of united and
uniting churches. Some of the recent major examples are the
Church of North India (1970), United Protestant Church of
France (2013) and the Protestant Church in the Netherlands
(2004). As mainline Protestantism shrinks in Europe and North
America due to the rise of secularism or in areas where
Christianity is a minority religion as with the Indian
subcontinent, ReformedAnglican and Lutheran denominations
merge, often creating large nationwide denominations. The
phenomenon is much less common among evangelical,
nondenominational and charismatic churches as new ones

arise and plenty of them remain independent of each other.

Perhaps the oldest official united church is found in Germany,
where the Evangelical Church in Germany is a federation of
Lutheran, United (Prussian Union) and Reformed churches, a
union dating back to 1817. The first of the series of unions

was at a synod in Idstein to form the Protestant Church in
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Hesse and Nassau in August 1817, commemorated in naming

the church of IdsteinUnionskirche one hundred years later.

Around the world, each united or uniting church comprises a
different mix of predecessor Protestant denominations. Trends
are visible, however, as most united and uniting churches have
one or more predecessors with heritage in the Reformed
tradition and many are members of the World Alliance of

Reformed Churches.

Major branches

Protestants can be differentiated according to how they have
been influenced by important movements since the
Reformation, today regarded as branches. Some of these
movements have a common lineage, sometimes directly
spawning individual denominations. Due to the earlier stated
multitude of denominations, this section discusses only the
largest denominational families, or branches, widely
considered to be a part of Protestantism. These are, in
alphabetical order: Adventist, Anglican, Baptist, Calvinist
(Reformed), Lutheran, Methodist and Pentecostal. A small but

historically significant Anabaptist branch is also discussed.

The chart below shows the mutual relations and historical
origins of the main Protestant denominational families, or their
parts. Due to factors such as Counter-Reformation and the
legal principle of Cuiusregio, eiusreligio, many people lived as
Nicodemites, where their professed religious affiliations were
more or less at odds with the movement they sympathized with.
As a result, the boundaries between the denominations do not

separate as cleanly as this chart indicates. When a population
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was suppressed or persecuted into feigning an adherence to
the dominant faith, over the generations they continued to

influence the church they outwardly adhered to.

Because Calvinism was not specifically recognized in the Holy
Roman Empire until the 1648 Peace of Westphalia, many
Calvinists lived as Crypto-Calvinists. Due to Counter-
Reformation related suppressions in Catholic lands during the
16th through 19th centuries, many Protestants lived as
Crypto-Protestants. Meanwhile, in Protestant areas, Catholics
sometimes lived as crypto-papists, although in continental

Europe emigration was more feasible so this was less common.

Adventism

Adventism began in the 19th century in the context of the
Second Great Awakening revival in the United States. The
name refers to belief in the imminent Second Coming (or
"Second Advent") of Jesus Christ. William Miller started the
Adventist movement in the 1830s. His followers became known

as Millerites.

Although the Adventist churches hold much in common, their
theologies differ on whether the intermediate state is
unconscious sleep or consciousness, whether the ultimate
punishment of the wicked is annihilation or eternal torment,
the nature of immortality, whether or not the wicked are
resurrected after the millennium, and whether the sanctuary of
Daniel 8 refers to the one in heaven or one on earth. The
movement has encouraged the examination of the whole Bible,
leading Seventh-day Adventists and some smaller Adventist

groups to observe the Sabbath. The General Conference of
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Seventh-day Adventists has compiled that church's core beliefs
in the 28 Fundamental Beliefs (1980 and 2005), which use

Biblical references as justification.

In 2010, Adventism claimed some 22 million believers
scattered in various independent churches. The largest church
within the movement—the Seventh-day Adventist Church—has

more than 18 million members.
Anabaptism

Anabaptism traces its origins to the Radical Reformation.
Anabaptists believe in delaying baptism until the candidate
confesses his or her faith. Although some consider this
movement to be an offshoot of Protestantism, others see it as a
distinct one. The Amish, Hutterites, and Mennonites are direct
descendants of the movement. Schwarzenau Brethren,
Bruderhof, and the Apostolic Christian Church are considered

later developments among the Anabaptists.

The name Anabaptist, meaning "one who baptizes again", was
given them by their persecutors in reference to the practice of
re-baptizing converts who already had been baptized as
infants. Anabaptists required that baptismal candidates be
able to make their own confessions of faith and so rejected
baptism of infants. The early members of this movement did
not accept the name Anabaptist, claiming that since infant
baptism was unscriptural and null and void, the baptizing of
believers was not a re-baptism but in fact their first real
baptism. As a result of their views on the nature of baptism
and other issues, Anabaptists were heavily persecuted during

the 16th century and into the 17th by both Magisterial
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Protestants and Catholics. While most Anabaptists adhered to
a literal interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount, which
precluded taking oaths, participating in military actions, and
participating in civil government, some who practiced re-
baptism felt otherwise. They were thus technically Anabaptists,
even though conservative Amish, Mennonites, and Hutterites
and some historians tend to consider them as outside of true

Anabaptism.

Anabaptist reformers of the Radical Reformation are divided
into Radical and the so-called Second Front. Some important
Radical Reformation theologians were John of Leiden, Thomas
Muntzer, KasparSchwenkfeld, Sebastian Franck, Menno
Simons. Second Front Reformers included Hans Denck, Conrad
Grebel, Balthasar Hubmaier and Felix Manz. Many Anabaptists
today still use the Ausbund, which is the oldest hymnal still in

continuous use.
Anglicanism

Anglicanism comprises the Church of England and churches
which are historically tied to it or hold similar beliefs, worship
practices and church structures. The word Anglican originates
in ecclesia anglicana, a medieval Latin phrase dating to at
least 1246 that means the English Church. There is no single
"Anglican Church" with wuniversal juridical authority, since
each national or regional church has full autonomy. As the
name suggests, the communion is an association of churches
in full communion with the Archbishop of Canterbury. The
great majority of Anglicans are members of churches which are
part of the international Anglican Communion, which has

85 million adherents.
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The Church of England declared its independence from the
Catholic Church at the time of the Elizabethan Religious
Settlement. Many of the new Anglican formularies of the mid-
16th century corresponded closely to those of contemporary
Reformed tradition. These reforms were understood by one of
those most responsible for them, the then Archbishop of
Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, as navigating a middle way
between two of the emerging Protestant traditions, namely
Lutheranism and Calvinism. By the end of the century, the
retention in Anglicanism of many traditional liturgical forms
and of the episcopate was already seen as unacceptable by

those promoting the most developed Protestant principles.

Unique to Anglicanism is the Book of Common Prayer, the
collection of services that worshippers in most Anglican
churches used for centuries. While it has since undergone
many revisions and Anglican churches in different countries
have developed other service books, the Book of Common
Prayer is still acknowledged as one of the ties that bind the

Anglican Communion together.
Baptists

Baptists subscribe to a doctrine that baptism should be
performed only for professing believers (believer's baptism, as
opposed to infant baptism), and that it must be done by
complete immersion (as opposed to affusion or sprinkling).
Other tenets of Baptist churches include soul competency
(liberty), salvation through faith alone, Scripture alone as the
rule of faith and practice, and the autonomy of the local
congregation. Baptists recognize two ministerial offices,

pastors and deacons. Baptist churches are widely considered
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to be Protestant churches, though some Baptists disavow this
identity. Diverse from their beginning, those identifying as
Baptists today differ widely from one another in what they
believe, how they worship, their attitudes toward other
Christians, and their understanding of what is important in

Christian discipleship.

Historians trace the earliest church labeled Baptist back to
1609 in Amsterdam, with English Separatistdohn Smyth as its
pastor. In accordance with his reading of the New Testament,
he rejected baptism of infants and instituted baptism only of
believing adults. Baptist practice spread to England, where the
General Baptists considered Christ's atonement to extend to all
people, while the Particular Baptists believed that it extended
only to the elect. In 1638, Roger Williams established the first
Baptist congregation in the North American colonies. In the
mid-18th century, the First Great Awakening increased Baptist
growth in both New England and the South. The Second Great
Awakening in the South in the early 19th century increased
church membership, as did the preachers' lessening of support
for abolition and manumission of slavery, which had been part
of the 18th-century teachings. Baptist missionaries have

spread their church to every continent.

The Baptist World Alliance reports more than 41 million
members in more than 150,000 congregations. In 2002, there
were over 100 million Baptists and Baptistic group members
worldwide and over 33 million in North America. The largest
Baptist association is the Southern Baptist Convention, with
the membership of associated churches totaling more than

14 million.
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Calvinism

Calvinism, also called the Reformed tradition, was advanced by
several theologians such as Martin Bucer, Heinrich Bullinger,
Peter Martyr Vermigli, and Huldrych Zwingli, but this branch
of Christianity bears the name of the French reformer John
Calvin because of his prominent influence on it and because of
his role in the confessional and ecclesiastical debates

throughout the 16th century.

Today, this term also refers to the doctrines and practices of
the Reformed churches of which Calvin was an early leader.
Less commonly, it can refer to the individual teaching of Calvin
himself. The particulars of Calvinist theology may be stated in

a number of ways.

Perhaps the best known summary is contained in the five
points of Calvinism, though these points identify the Calvinist
view on soteriology rather than summarizing the system as a
whole. Broadly speaking, Calvinism stresses the sovereignty or
rule of God in all things—in salvation but also in all of life.
This concept is seen clearly in the doctrines of predestination

and total depravity.

The biggest Reformed association is the World Communion of
Reformed Churches with more than 80 million members in 211

member denominations around the world.

There are more conservative Reformed federations like the
World Reformed Fellowship and the International Conference of

Reformed Churches, as well as independent churches.
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Lutheranism

Lutheranism identifies with the theology of Martin Luther—a
German monk and priest, ecclesiastical reformer, and

theologian.

Lutheranism advocates a doctrine of justification "by grace
alone through faith alone on the basis of Scripture alone", the
doctrine that scripture is the final authority on all matters of
faith, rejecting the assertion made by Catholic leaders at the
Council of Trent that authority comes from both Scriptures and
Tradition. In addition, Lutherans accept the teachings of the
first four ecumenical councils of the undivided Christian

Church.

Unlike the Reformed tradition, Lutherans retain many of the
liturgical practices and sacramental teachings of the pre-
Reformation Church, with a particular emphasis on the
Eucharist, or Lord's Supper. Lutheran theology differs from
Reformed theology in Christology, the purpose of God's Law,
divine grace, the concept of perseverance of the saints, and

predestination.

Today, Lutheranism is one of the largest branches of
Protestantism. With approximately 80 million adherents, it
constitutes the third most common Protestant confession after
historically Pentecostal denominations and Anglicanism. The
Lutheran World Federation, the largest global communion of
Lutheran churches represents over 72 million people. Both of
these figures miscount Lutherans worldwide as many members
of more generically Protestant LWF member church bodies do

not self-identify as Lutheran or attend congregations that self-
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identify as Lutheran. Additionally, there are other
international organizations such as the Global Confessional
and Missional Lutheran Forum, International Lutheran Council
and the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, as well
as Lutheran denominations that are not necessarily a member

of an international organization.

Methodism

Methodism identifies principally with the theology of John
Wesley—an Anglican priest and evangelist. This evangelical
movement originated as a revival within the 18th-century
Church of England and became a separate Church following

Wesley's death.

Because of vigorous missionary activity, the movement spread
throughout the British Empire, the United States, and beyond,
today claiming approximately 80 million adherents worldwide.

Originally it appealed especially to laborers and slaves.

Soteriologically, most Methodists are Arminian, emphasizing
that Christ accomplished salvation for every human being, and
that humans must exercise an act of the will to receive it (as
opposed to the traditional Calvinist doctrine of monergism).
Methodism is traditionally low church in liturgy, although this
varies greatly between individual congregations; the Wesleys
themselves greatly valued the Anglican liturgy and tradition.
Methodism is known for its rich musical tradition; John
Wesley's brother, Charles, was instrumental in writing much of
the hymnody of the Methodist Church, and many other

eminent hymn writers come from the Methodist tradition.
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Pentecostalism

Pentecostalism is a movement that places special emphasis on
a direct personal experience of God through the baptism with
the Holy Spirit. The term Pentecostal is derived from Pentecost,
the Greek name for the Jewish Feast of Weeks. For Christians,
this event commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the followers of Jesus Christ, as described in the second

chapter of the Book of Acts.

This branch of Protestantism is distinguished by belief in the
baptism with the Holy Spirit as an experience separate from
conversion that enables a Christian to live a Holy Spirit-filled
and empowered life. This empowerment includes the use of
spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues and divine healing—
two other defining characteristics of Pentecostalism. Because
of their commitment to biblical authority, spiritual gifts, and
the miraculous, Pentecostals tend to see their movement as
reflecting the same kind of spiritual power and teachings that
were found in the Apostolic Age of the early church. For this
reason, some Pentecostals also use the term Apostolic or Full

Gospel to describe their movement.

Pentecostalism eventually spawned hundreds of new
denominations, including large groups such as the Assemblies
of God and the Church of God in Christ, both in the United
States and elsewhere. There are over 279 million Pentecostals
worldwide, and the movement is growing in many parts of the
world, especially the global South. Since the 1960s,
Pentecostalism has increasingly gained acceptance from other
Christian traditions, and Pentecostal beliefs concerning Spirit

baptism and spiritual gifts have been embraced by non-
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Pentecostal Christians in Protestant and Catholic churches
through the Charismatic Movement. Together, Pentecostal and

Charismatic Christianity numbers over 500 million adherents.

Other Protestants

There are many other Protestant denominations that do not fit
neatly into the mentioned branches, and are far smaller in
membership. Some groups of individuals who hold basic
Protestant tenets identify themselves simply as "Christians" or
"born-again Christians". They typically distance themselves
from the confessionalism or creedalism of other Christian
communities by calling themselves "non-denominational" or
"evangelical". Often founded by individual pastors, they have

little affiliation with historic denominations.

Hussitism follows the teachings of Czech reformer Jan Hus,
who became the best-known representative of the Bohemian
Reformation and one of the forerunners of the Protestant
Reformation. An early hymnal was the hand-written Jistebnice
hymn book. This predominantly religious movement was
propelled by social issues and strengthened Czech national
awareness. Among present-day Christians, Hussite traditions
are represented in the Moravian Church and the

refoundedCzechoslovak Hussite churches.

The Plymouth Brethren are a conservative, low church,
evangelical movement, whose history can be traced to Dublin,
Ireland, in the late 1820s, originating from Anglicanism.
Among other beliefs, the group emphasizes sola scriptura.
Brethren generally see themselves not as a denomination, but

as a network, or even as a collection of overlapping networks,
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of like-minded independent churches. Although the group
refused for many years to take any denominational name to
itself—a stance that some of them still maintain—the title The
Brethren, is one that many of their number are comfortable

with in that the Bible designates all believers as brethren.

The Holiness movement refers to a set of beliefs and practices
emerging within 19th-century Methodism, and a number of
evangelical denominations, parachurch organizations, and
movements that emphasized those beliefs as a central doctrine.
There are an estimated 12 million adherents in Holiness
movement churches. The Free Methodist Church, the Salvation
Army and the Wesleyan Methodist Church are notable
examples, while other adherents of the Holiness Movement
remained within mainline Methodism, e.g. the United

Methodist Church.

Quakers, or Friends, are members of a family of religious
movements collectively known as the Religious Society of
Friends. The central unifying doctrine of these movements is
the priesthood of all believers. Many Friends view themselves
as members of a Christian denomination. They include those
with evangelical, holiness, liberal, and traditional conservative
Quaker understandings of Christianity. Unlike many other
groups that emerged within Christianity, the Religious Society
of Friends has actively tried to avoid creeds and hierarchical

structures.

Unitarianism is sometimes considered Protestant due to its
origins in the Reformation and strong cooperation with other
Protestants since the 16th century. It is excluded due to its

Nontrinitarian theological nature. Unitarians can be regarded
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as Nontrinitarian Protestants, or simply Nontrinitarians.
Unitarianism has been popular in the region of Transylvania
within today's Romania, England, and the United States. It
originated almost simultaneously in Transylvania and the

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Interdenominational movements

There are also Christian movements which Cross
denominational lines and even branches, and cannot be
classified on the same level previously mentioned forms.
Evangelicalism is a prominent example. Some of those
movements are active exclusively within Protestantism, some
are Christian-wide. Transdenominational movements are
sometimes capable of affecting parts of the Catholic Church,
such as does it the Charismatic Movement, which aims to
incorporate beliefs and practices similar to Pentecostals into
the various branches of Christianity. Neo-charismatic churches
are sometimes regarded as a subgroup of the Charismatic
Movement. Both are put under a common label of Charismatic
Christianity (so-called Renewalists), along with Pentecostals.
Nondenominational churches and various house churches often

adopt, or are akin to one of these movements.

Megachurches are usually influenced by interdenominational
movements. Globally, these large congregations are a
significant development in Protestant Christianity. In the
United States, the phenomenon has more than quadrupled in

the past two decades. It has since spread worldwide.
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The chart below shows the mutual relations and historical
origins of the main interdenominational movements and other

developments within Protestantism.
Evangelicalism

Evangelicalism, or evangelical Protestantism, is a worldwide,
transdenominational movement which maintains that the
essence of the gospel consists in the doctrine of salvation by

grace through faith in Jesus Christ's atonement.

Evangelicals are Christians who believe in the centrality of the
conversion or "born again" experience in receiving salvation,
believe in the authority of the Bible as God's revelation to
humanity and have a strong commitment to evangelism or

sharing the Christian message.

It gained great momentum in the 18th and 19th centuries with
the emergence of Methodism and the Great Awakenings in
Britain and North America. The origins of Evangelicalism are
usually traced back to the English Methodist movement,
Nicolaus Zinzendorf, the Moravian Church, Lutheranpietism,
Presbyterianism and Puritanism. Among leaders and major
figures of the Evangelical Protestant movement were John
Wesley, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards, Billy Graham,
Harold John Ockenga, John Stott and Martyn Lloyd-Jones.

There are an estimated 285,480,000 Evangelicals,
corresponding to 13% of the Christian population and 4% of
the total world population. The Americas, Africa and Asia are
home to the majority of Evangelicals. The United States has

the largest concentration of Evangelicals. Evangelicalism is
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gaining popularity both in and outside the English-speaking

world, especially in Latin America and the developing world.

Charismatic movement

The Charismatic movement is the international trend of
historically mainstream congregations adopting beliefs and
practices similar to Pentecostals. Fundamental to the
movement is the use of spiritual gifts. Among Protestants, the

movement began around 1960.

In America, Episcopalian Dennis Bennett is sometimes cited as
one of the charismatic movement's seminal influence. In the
United Kingdom, Colin Urquhart, Michael Harper, David
Watson and others were in the vanguard of similar
developments. The Massey conference in New Zealand, 1964
was attended by several Anglicans, including the Rev. Ray
Muller, who went on to invite Bennett to New Zealand in 1966,
and played a leading role in developing and promoting the Life
in the Spirit seminars. Other Charismatic movement leaders in

New Zealand include Bill Subritzky.

Larry Christenson, a Lutheran theologian based in San Pedro,
California, did much in the 1960s and 1970s to interpret the
charismatic movement for Lutherans. A very large annual
conference regarding that matter was held in Minneapolis.
Charismatic Lutheran congregations in Minnesota became
especially large and influential; especially "Hosanna!" in
Lakeville, and North Heights in St. Paul. The next generation of
Lutheran charismatics cluster around the Alliance of Renewal
Churches. There is considerable charismatic activity among

young Lutheran leaders in California centered around an
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annual gathering at Robinwood Church in Huntington Beach.
Richard A. Jensen's Touched by the Spirit published in 1974,
played a major role of the Lutheran understanding to the

charismatic movement.

In Congregational and Presbyterian churches which profess a
traditionally Calvinist or Reformed theology there are differing
views regarding present-day continuation or cessation of the
gifts (charismata) of the Spirit. Generally, however, Reformed
charismatics distance themselves from renewal movements
with tendencies which could be perceived as overemotional,
such as Word of Faith, Toronto Blessing, Brownsville Revival
and Lakeland Revival. Prominent Reformed charismatic
denominations are the Sovereign Grace Churches and the
Every Nation Churches in the US, in Great Britain there is the
Newfrontiers churches and movement, which leading figure is

Terry Virgo.

A minority of Seventh-day Adventists today are charismatic.
They are strongly associated with those holding more
"progressive” Adventist beliefs. In the early decades of the

church charismatic or ecstatic phenomena were commonplace.

Neo-charismatic churches

Neo-charismatic churches are a category of churches in the
Christian Renewal movement. Neo-charismatics include the
Third Wave, but are broader. Now more numerous than
Pentecostals (first wave) and charismatics (second wave)
combined, owing to the remarkable growth of

postdenominational and independent charismatic groups.
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Neo-charismatics believe in and stress the post-Biblical
availability of gifts of the Holy Spirit, including glossolalia,
healing, and prophecy. They practice laying on of hands and
seek the "infilling" of the Holy Spirit. However, a specific
experience of baptism with the Holy Spirit may not be requisite
for experiencing such gifts. No single form, governmental
structure, or style of church service characterizes all neo-

charismatic services and churches.

Some nineteen thousand denominations, with approximately
295 million individual adherents, are identified as neo-
charismatic. Neo-charismatic tenets and practices are found in
many independent, nondenominational or post-denominational
congregations, with strength of numbers centered in the
African independent churches, among the Han Chinesehouse-

church movement, and in Latin American churches.
Other Protestant developments

Plenty of other movements and thoughts to be distinguished
from the widespread trans-denominational ones and branches
appeared within Protestant Christianity. Some of them are also
in evidence today. Others appeared during the centuries
following the Reformation and disappeared gradually with the
time, such as much of Pietism. Some inspired the current
trans-denominational ones, such as Evangelicalism which has

its foundation in the Christian fundamentalism.
Arminianism

Arminianism is based on theological ideas of the Dutch

Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609) and his
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historic supporters known as Remonstrants. His teachings held
to the five solae of the Reformation, but they were distinct from
particular teachings of Martin Luther, Huldrych Zwingli, John
Calvin, and other Protestant Reformers. Jacobus Arminius was
a student of Theodore Beza at the Theological University of
Geneva. Arminianism is known to some as a soteriological
diversification of Calvinism. However, to others, Arminianism
is a reclamation of early Church theological consensus. Dutch
Arminianism was originally articulated in the Remonstrance
(1610), a theological statement signed by 45 ministers and
submitted to the States General of the Netherlands. Many
Christian denominations have been influenced by Arminian
views on the will of man being freed by grace prior to
regeneration, notably the Baptists in the 16th century, the
Methodists in the 18th century and the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in the 19th century.

The original beliefs of Jacobus Arminius himself are commonly
defined as Arminianism, but more broadly, the term may
embrace the teachings of Hugo Grotius, John Wesley, and
others as well. Classical Arminianism and Wesleyan
Arminianism are the two main schools of thought. Wesleyan
Arminianism is often identical with Methodism. The two
systems of Calvinism and Arminianism share both history and
many doctrines, and the history of Christian theology.
However, because of their differences over the doctrines of
divine predestination and election, many people view these
schools of thought as opposed to each other. In short, the
difference can be seen ultimately by whether God allows His
desire to save all to be resisted by an individual's will (in the
Arminian doctrine) or if God's grace is irresistible and limited

to only some (in Calvinism). Some Calvinists assert that the
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Arminian perspective presents a synergistic system of
Salvation and therefore is not only by grace, while Arminians
firmly reject this conclusion. Many consider the theological
differences to be crucial differences in doctrine, while others

find them to be relatively minor.
Pietism

Pietism was an influential movement within Lutheranism that
combined the 17th-century Lutheran principles with the
Reformed emphasis on individual piety and living a vigorous

Christian life.

It began in the late 17th century, reached its zenith in the
mid-18th century, and declined through the 19th century, and
had almost vanished in America by the end of the 20th
century. While declining as an identifiable Lutheran group,
some of its theological tenets influenced Protestantism
generally, inspiring the Anglican priest John Wesley to begin
the Methodist movement and Alexander Mack to begin the

Brethren movement among Anabaptists.

Though Pietism shares an emphasis on personal behavior with
the Puritan movement, and the two are often confused, there
are important differences, particularly in the concept of the

role of religion in government.
Puritanism, English dissenters and nonconformists

The Puritans were a group of English Protestants in the 16th
and 17th centuries, which sought to purify the Church of
England of what they considered to be Catholic practices,

maintaining that the church was only partially reformed.
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Puritanism in this sense was founded by some of the returning
clergy exiled under Mary [ shortly after the accession of
Elizabeth I of England in 1558, as an activist movement within

the Church of England.

Puritans were blocked from changing the established church
from within, and were severely restricted in England by laws

controlling the practice of religion.

Their beliefs, however, were transported by the emigration of
congregations to the Netherlands (and later to New England),
and by evangelical clergy to Ireland (and later into Wales), and
were spread into lay society and parts of the educational
system, particularly certain colleges of the University of
Cambridge. The first Protestant sermon delivered in England
was in Cambridge, with the pulpit that this sermon was

delivered from surviving to today.

They took on distinctive beliefs about clerical dress and in
opposition to the episcopal system, particularly after the 1619
conclusions of the Synod of Dort they were resisted by the
English bishops. They largely adopted Sabbatarianism in the

17th century, and were influenced by millennialism.

They formed, and identified with various religious groups
advocating greater purity of worship and doctrine, as well as
personal and group piety. Puritans adopted a Reformed
theology, but they also took note of radical criticisms of

Zwingli in Zurich and Calvin in Geneva.

In church polity, some advocated for separation from all other
Christians, in favor of autonomous gathered churches. These

separatist and independent strands of Puritanism became
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prominent in the 1640s, when the supporters of a Presbyterian
polity in the Westminster Assembly were unable to forge a new
English national church. Nonconforming Protestants along with
the Protestant refugees from continental Europe were the

primary founders of the United States of America.
Neo-orthodoxy and paleo-orthodoxy

A non-fundamentalist rejection of liberal Christianity along the
lines of the Christian existentialism of Sgren Kierkegaard, who
attacked the Hegelian state churches of his day for "dead
orthodoxy," neo-orthodoxy is associated primarily with Karl
Barth, Jurgen Moltmann, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Neo-
orthodoxy sought to counter-act the tendency of liberal
theology to make theological accommodations to modern
scientific perspectives. Sometimes called "crisis theology," in
the existentialist sense of the word crisis, also sometimes
called neo-evangelicalism, which uses the sense of "evangelical”
pertaining to continental European Protestants rather than
American evangelicalism. "Evangelical" was the originally
preferred label used by Lutherans and Calvinists, but it was
replaced by the names some Catholics used to label a heresy

with the name of its founder.

Paleo-orthodoxy is a movement similar in some respects to
neo-evangelicalism but emphasizing the ancient Christian
consensus of the undivided church of the first millennium AD,
including in particular the early creeds and church councils as
a means of properly understanding the scriptures. This
movement is cross-denominational. A prominent theologian in

this group is Thomas Oden, a Methodist.
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Christian fundamentalism

In reaction to liberal Bible critique, fundamentalism arose in
the 20th century, primarily in the United States, among those
denominations most affected by Evangelicalism.
Fundamentalist theology tends to stress Biblical inerrancy and

Biblical literalism.

Toward the end of the 20th century, some have tended to
confuse evangelicalism and fundamentalism; however, the
labels represent very distinct differences of approach that both
groups are diligent to maintain, although because of
fundamentalism's dramatically smaller size it often gets
classified simply as an ultra-conservative branch of

evangelicalism.
Modernism and liberalism

Modernism and liberalism do not constitute rigorous and well-
defined schools of theology, but are rather an inclination by
some writers and teachers to integrate Christian thought into
the spirit of the Age of Enlightenment. New understandings of
history and the natural sciences of the day led directly to new
approaches to theology. Its opposition to the fundamentalist
teaching resulted in religious debates, such as the
Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy within the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America in the 1920s.

Protestant culture

Although the Reformation was a religious movement, it also

had a strong impact on all other aspects of life: marriage and
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family, education, the humanities and sciences, the political
and social order, the economy, and the arts. Protestant
churches reject the idea of a celibate priesthood and thus allow
their clergy to marry. Many of their families contributed to the
development of intellectual elites in their countries. Since
about 1950, women have entered the ministry, and some have
assumed leading positions (e.g. bishops), in most Protestant

churches.

As the Reformers wanted all members of the church to be able
to read the Bible, education on all levels got a strong boost. By
the middle of the eighteenth century, the literacy rate in
England was about 60 percent, in Scotland 65 percent, and in
Sweden eight of ten men and women were able to read and to
write. Colleges and universities were founded. For example, the
Puritans who established Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1628
founded Harvard College only eight years later. About a dozen
other colleges followed in the 18th century, including Yale

(1701). Pennsylvania also became a center of learning.

Members of mainline Protestant denominations have played
leadership roles in many aspects of American life, including
politics, business, science, the arts, and education. They
founded most of the country's leading institutes of higher

education.
Thought and work ethic

The Protestant concept of God and man allows believers to use
all their God-given faculties, including the power of reason.
That means that they are allowed to explore God's creation

and, according to Genesis 2:15, make use of it in a responsible
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and sustainable way. Thus a cultural climate was created that
greatly enhanced the development of the humanities and the
sciences. Another consequence of the Protestant understanding
of man is that the believers, in gratitude for their election and
redemption in Christ, are to follow God's commandments.
Industry, frugality, calling, discipline, and a strong sense of
responsibility are at the heart of their moral code. In

particular, Calvin rejected luxury.

Therefore, craftsmen, industrialists, and other businessmen
were able to reinvest the greater part of their profits in the
most efficient machinery and the most modern production
methods that were based on progress in the sciences and
technology. As a result, productivity grew, which led to
increased profits and enabled employers to pay higher wages.
In this way, the economy, the sciences, and technology
reinforced each other. The chance to participate in the
economic success of technological inventions was a strong
incentive to both inventors and investors. The Protestant work
ethic was an important force behind the unplanned and
uncoordinated mass action that influenced the development of
capitalism and the Industrial Revolution. This idea is also

known as the "Protestant ethic thesis."

However, eminent historian Fernand Braudel (d. 1985), a
leader of the important Annales School wrote: "all historians
have opposed this tenuous theory |[the Protestant Ethic],
although they have not managed to be rid of it once and for all.
Yet it is clearly false. The northern countries took over the
place that earlier had been so long and brilliantly been
occupied by the old capitalist centers of the Mediterranean.

They invented nothing, either in technology or business
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management." Social scientist Rodney Stark moreover
comments that "during their critical period of economic
development, these northern centers of capitalism were
Catholic, not Protestant—the Reformation still lay well into the
future," while British historian Hugh Trevor-Roper (d. 2003)
said, "The idea that large-scale industrial capitalism was
ideologically impossible before the Reformation is exploded by

the simple fact that it existed."

In a factor analysis of the latest wave of World Values Survey
data, Arno Tausch (Corvinus University of Budapest) found
that Protestantism emerges to be very close to combining
religion and the traditions of liberalism. The Global Value
Development Index, calculated by Tausch, relies on the World
Values Survey dimensions such as trust in the state of law, no
support for shadow economy, postmaterial activism, support
for democracy, a non-acceptance of violence, xenophobia and
racism, trust in transnational capital and Universities,
confidence in the market economy, supporting gender justice,

and engaging in environmental activism, etc.

Episcopalians and Presbyterians, as well as other WASPs, tend
to be considerably wealthier and better educated (having
graduate and post-graduate degrees per capita) than most
other religious groups in United States, and are
disproportionately represented in the upper reaches of
American business, law and politics, especially the Republican
Party. Numbers of the most wealthy and affluent American
families as the Vanderbilts and the Astors, Rockefeller, Du
Pont, Roosevelt, Forbes, Whitneys, the Morgans and Harrimans

are Mainline Protestant families.
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Science

Protestantism has had an important influence on science.
According to the Merton Thesis, there was a positive
correlation between the rise of English Puritanism and German
Pietism on the one hand and early experimental science on the
other. The Merton Thesis has two separate parts: Firstly, it
presents a theory that science changes due to an accumulation
of observations and improvement in experimental technique
and methodology; secondly, it puts forward the argument that
the popularity of science in 17th-century England and the
religious demography of the Royal Society (English scientists of
that time were predominantly Puritans or other Protestants)
can be explained by a correlation between Protestantism and
the scientific values. Merton focused on English Puritanism
and German Pietism as having been responsible for the
development of the scientific revolution of the 17th and 18th
centuries. He explained that the connection between religious
affiliation and interest in science was the result of a significant
synergy between the ascetic Protestant values and those of
modern science. Protestant values encouraged scientific
research by allowing science to identify God's influence on the
world—his creation—and thus providing a  religious

justification for scientific research.

According to Scientific Elite: Nobel Laureates in the United
States by Harriet Zuckerman, a review of American Nobel
prizes awarded between 1901 and 1972, 72% of American
Nobel Prize laureates identified a Protestant background.
Overall, 84% of all the Nobel Prizes awarded to Americans in
Chemistry, 60% in Medicine, and 59% in Physics between 1901

and 1972 were won by Protestants.
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According to 100 Years of Nobel Prize (2005), a review of Nobel
prizes awarded between 1901 and 2000, 65% of Nobel Prize
Laureates, have identified Christianity in its various forms as
their religious preference (423 prizes). While 32% have
identified with Protestantism in its various forms (208 prizes),
although Protestant comprise 12% to 13% of the world's

population.

Government

In the Middle Ages, the Church and the worldly authorities
were closely related. Martin Luther separated the religious and
the worldly realms in principle (doctrine of the two kingdoms).
The believers were obliged to use reason to govern the worldly
sphere in an orderly and peaceful way. Luther's doctrine of the
priesthood of all believers upgraded the role of laymen in the
church considerably. The members of a congregation had the
right to elect a minister and, if necessary, to vote for his
dismissal (Treatise On the right and authority of a Christian
assembly or congregation to judge all doctrines and to call,
install and dismiss teachers, as testified in Scripture; 1523).
Calvin strengthened this basically democratic approach by
including elected laymen (church elders, presbyters) in his
representative church government. The Huguenots added
regional synods and a national synod, whose members were
elected by the congregations, to Calvin's system of church self-
government. This system was taken over by the other reformed
churches and was adopted by some Lutherans beginning with

those in Julich-Cleves-Berg during the 17th century.

Politically, Calvin favored a mixture of aristocracy and

democracy. He appreciated the advantages of democracy: "It is
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an invaluable gift, if God allows a people to freely elect its own
authorities and overlords." Calvin also thought that earthly
rulers lose their divine right and must be put down when they
rise up against God. To further protect the rights of ordinary
people, Calvin suggested separating political powers in a
system of checks and balances (separation of powers). Thus he
and his followers resisted political absolutism and paved the
way for the rise of modern democracy. Besides England, the
Netherlands were, under Calvinist leadership, the {reest
country in Europe in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
It granted asylum to philosophers like Baruch Spinoza and
Pierre Bayle. Hugo Grotius was able to teach his natural-law

theory and a relatively liberal interpretation of the Bible.

Consistent with Calvin's political ideas, Protestants created
both the English and the American democracies. In
seventeenth-century England, the most important persons and
events in this process were the English Civil War, Oliver
Cromwell, John Milton, John Locke, the Glorious Revolution,
the English Bill of Rights, and the Act of Settlement. Later, the
British took their democratic ideals to their colonies, e.g.
Australia, New Zealand, and India. In North America, Plymouth
Colony (Pilgrim Fathers; 1620) and Massachusetts Bay Colony
(1628) practised democratic self-rule and separation of powers.
These Congregationalists were convinced that the democratic
form of government was the will of God. The Mayflower

Compact was a social contract.
Rights and liberty

Protestants also took the initiative in advocating for religious

freedom. Freedom of conscience had a high priority on the
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theological, philosophical, and political agendas since Luther
refused to recant his beliefs before the Diet of the Holy Roman
Empire at Worms (1521). In his view, faith was a free work of
the Holy Spirit and could, therefore, not be forced on a person.
The persecuted Anabaptists and Huguenots demanded freedom
of conscience, and they practiced separation of church and
state. In the early seventeenth century, Baptists like John
Smyth and Thomas Helwys published tracts in defense of

religious freedom.

Their thinking influenced John Milton and John Locke's stance
on tolerance. Under the leadership of Baptist Roger Williams,
Congregationalist Thomas Hooker, and Quaker William Penn,
respectively, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania
combined democratic constitutions with freedom of religion.
These colonies became safe havens for persecuted religious

minorities, including Jews.

The United States Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and the American Bill of Rights with its
fundamental human rights made this tradition permanent by
giving it a legal and political framework. The great majority of
American Protestants, both clergy and laity, strongly supported
the independence movement. All major Protestant churches
were represented in the First and Second Continental
Congresses. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the
American democracy became a model for numerous other
countries and regions throughout the world (e.g., Latin
America, Japan, and Germany). The strongest link between the
American and French Revolutions was Marquis de Lafayette, an
ardent supporter of the American constitutional principles. The

French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was
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mainly based on Lafayette's draft of this document. The
Declaration by United Nations and Universal Declaration of

Human Rights also echo the American constitutional tradition.

Democracy, social-contract theory, separation of powers,
religious freedom, separation of church and state—these
achievements of the Reformation and early Protestantism were
elaborated on and popularized by Enlightenment thinkers.
Some of the philosophers of the English, Scottish, German,
and Swiss Enlightenment—Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, John

Toland, David Hume,

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Christian Wolff, Immanuel Kant,
and Jean-Jacques Rousseau—had Protestant backgrounds. For
example, John Locke, whose political thought was based on "a
set of Protestant Christian assumptions”, derived the equality
of all humans, including the equality of the genders ("Adam
and Eve"), from Genesis 1, 26-28. As all persons were created
equally free, all governments needed "the consent of the

governed."

Also, other human rights were advocated for by some
Protestants. For example, torture was abolished in Prussia in
1740, slavery in Britain in 1834 and in the United States in
1865 (William Wilberforce,

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Abraham Lincoln—against Southern
Protestants). Hugo Grotius and Samuel Pufendorf were among
the first thinkers who made significant contributions to
international law. The Geneva Convention, an important part of
humanitarian international law, was largely the work of Henry

Dunant, a reformed pietist. He also founded the Red Cross.
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Social teaching

Protestants have founded hospitals, homes for disabled or
elderly people, educational institutions, organizations that give
aid to developing countries, and other social welfare agencies.
In the nineteenth century, throughout the Anglo-American
world, numerous dedicated members of all Protestant
denominations were active in social reform movements such as
the abolition of slavery, prison reforms, and woman suffrage.
As an answer to the "social question" of the nineteenth
century, Germany under Chancellor Otto von Bismarck
introduced insurance programs that led the way to the welfare
state (health insurance, accident insurance, disability
insurance, old-age pensions). To Bismarck this was "practical
Christianity". These programs, too, were copied by many other

nations, particularly in the Western world.

The Young Men's Christian Association was founded by
Congregationalist George Williams, aimed at empowering young

people.
Liturgy

Protestant liturgy is a pattern for worship used (whether
recommended or prescribed) by a Protestant congregation or
denomination on a regular basis. The term liturgy comes from
Greek and means "public work". Liturgy is mainly important in
the Historical Protestant churches (or mainline Protestant
churches), while evangelical Protestant churches tend to be
very flexible and in some cases have no liturgy at all. It often

but not exclusively occurs on Sunday.
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Arts

The arts have been strongly inspired by Protestant beliefs.
Martin Luther, Paul Gerhardt, George Wither, Isaac Watts,
Charles Wesley, William Cowper, and many other authors and
composers created well-known church hymns. Musicians like
Heinrich Schutz, Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric
Handel, Henry Purcell, Johannes Brahms, Philipp Nicolai and

Felix Mendelssohn composed great works of music.

Prominent painters with Protestant background were, for
example, Albrecht Durer, Hans Holbein the Younger, Lucas
Cranach the Elder, Lucas Cranach the Younger, Rembrandt,

and Vincent van Gogh.

World literature was enriched by the works of Edmund
Spenser, John Milton, John Bunyan, John Donne, John
Dryden, Daniel Defoe, William Wordsworth, Jonathan Swift,
Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Friedrich Schiller, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Edgar Allan Poe, Matthew Arnold, Conrad Ferdinand
Meyer, Theodor Fontane, Washington Irving, Robert Browning,
Emily Dickinson, Emily Bronté, Charles Dickens, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Thomas Stearns Eliot, John Galsworthy, Thomas

Mann, William Faulkner, John Updike, and many others.

Catholic responses

The view of the Catholic Church is that Protestant
denominations cannot be considered churches but rather that
they are ecclesial communities or specific faith-believing
communities because their ordinances and doctrines are not

historically the same as the Catholic sacraments and dogmas,
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and the Protestant communities have mno sacramental
ministerial priesthood and therefore lack true apostolic
succession. According to Bishop Hilarion (Alfeyev) the Eastern

Orthodox Church shares the same view on the subject.

Contrary to how the Protestant Reformers were often
characterized, the concept of a catholic or universal Church
was not brushed aside during the Protestant Reformation. On
the contrary, the visible unity of the catholic or universal
church was seen by the Protestant reformers as an important

and essential doctrine of the Reformation.

The Magisterial reformers, such as Martin Luther, John Calvin,
and Huldrych Zwingli, believed that they were reforming the
Catholic Church, which they viewed as having become
corrupted. Each of them took very seriously the charges of
schism and innovation, denying these charges and maintaining

that it was the Catholic Church that had left them.

The Protestant Reformers formed a new and radically different
theological opinion on ecclesiology, that the visible Church is
"catholic" (lower-case "c") rather than "Catholic" (upper-case
"C"). Accordingly, there is not an indefinite number of
parochial, congregational or national churches, constituting,
as it were, so many ecclesiastical individualities, but one great
spiritual republic of which these various organizations form a
part, although they each have very different opinions. This was
markedly far-removed from the traditional and historic

Catholic understanding that the Roman Catholic Church was

the one true Church of Christ.

Yet in the Protestant understanding, the visible church is not a

genus, so to speak, with so many species under it. In order to
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justify their departure from the Catholic Church, Protestants
often posited a new argument, saying that there was no real
visible Church with divine authority, only a spiritual, invisible,
and hidden church—this notion began in the early days of the

Protestant Reformation.

Wherever the Magisterial Reformation, which received support
from the ruling authorities, took place, the result was a
reformed national Protestant church envisioned to be a part of
the whole invisible church, but disagreeing, in certain
important points of doctrine and doctrine-linked practice, with
what had until then been considered the normative reference
point on such matters, namely the Papacy and central

authority of the Catholic Church.

The Reformed churches thus believed in some form of
Catholicity, founded on their doctrines of the five solas and a
visible ecclesiastical organization based on the 14th- and 15th-
century Conciliar movement, rejecting the papacy and papal
infallibility in favor of ecumenical councils, but rejecting the

latest ecumenical council, the Council of Trent.

Religious unity therefore became not one of doctrine and
identity but one of invisible character, wherein the unity was
one of faith in Jesus Christ, not common identity, doctrine,

belief, and collaborative action.

There are Protestants, especially of the Reformed tradition,
that either reject or down-play the designation Protestant
because of the negative idea that the word invokes in addition
to its primary meaning, preferring the designation Reformed,

Evangelical or even Reformed Catholic expressive of what they
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call a Reformed Catholicity and defending their arguments from

the traditional Protestant confessions.
[ ]
Ecumenism

The ecumenical movement has had an influence on mainline
churches, beginning at least in 1910 with the Edinburgh
Missionary Conference. Its origins lay in the recognition of the
need for cooperation on the mission field in Africa, Asia and
Oceania. Since 1948, the World Council of Churches has been
influential, but ineffective in creating a united church. There
are also ecumenical bodies at regional, national and local
levels across the globe; but schisms still far outnumber
unifications. One, but not the only expression of the
ecumenical movement, has been the move to form united
churches, such as the Church of South India, the Church of
North India, the US-based United Church of Christ, the United
Church of Canada, theUniting Church in Australia and the
United Church of Christ in the Philippines which have rapidly
declining memberships. There has been a strong engagement of
Orthodox churches in the ecumenical movement, though the
reaction of individual Orthodox theologians has ranged from
tentative approval of the aim of Christian unity to outright
condemnation of the perceived effect of watering down

Orthodox doctrine.

A Protestant baptism is held to be valid by the Catholic Church
if given with the trinitarian formula and with the intent to
baptize. However, as the ordination of Protestant ministers is
not recognized due to the lack of apostolic succession and the
disunity from Catholic Church, all other sacraments (except

marriage) performed by Protestant denominations and
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ministers are not recognized as valid. Therefore, Protestants
desiring full communion with the Catholic Church are not re-
baptized (although they are confirmed) and Protestant
ministers who become Catholics may be ordained to the

priesthood after a period of study.

In 1999, the representatives of Lutheran World Federation and
Catholic Church signed the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine
of Justification, apparently resolving the conflict over the
nature of justification which was at the root of the Protestant
Reformation, although Confessional Lutherans reject this
statement. This is understandable, since there is no compelling
authority within them. On 18 July 2006, delegates to the World
Methodist Conference voted unanimously to adopt the Joint

Declaration.
Spread and demographics

There are more than 900 million Protestants worldwide, among
approximately 2.4 billion Christians. In 2010, a total of more
than 800 million included 300 million in Sub-Saharan Africa,
260 million in the Americas, 140 million in Asia-Pacific region,
100 million in Europe and 2 million in Middle East-North
Africa. Protestants account for nearly forty percent of
Christians worldwide and more than one tenth of the total
human population. Various estimates put the percentage of
Protestants in relation to the total number of world's
Christians at 33%, 36%, 36.7%, and 40%, while in relation to
the world's population at 11.6% and 13%.

In European countries which were most profoundly influenced

by the Reformation, Protestantism still remains the most
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practiced religion. These include the Nordic countries and the
United Kingdom. In other historical Protestant strongholds
such as Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Latvia, and
Estonia, it remains one of the most popular religions. Although
Czech Republic was the site of one of the most significant pre-
reformation movements, there are only few Protestant
adherents; mainly due to historical reasons like persecution of
Protestants by the CatholicHabsburgs, restrictions during the
Communist rule, and also the ongoing secularization. Over the
last several decades, religious practice has been declining as
secularization has increased. According to a 2019 study about
Religiosity in the European Union in 2019 by Eurobarometer,
Protestants made up 9% of the EU population. According to
Pew Research Center, Protestants constituted nearly one fifth
(or 18%) of the continent's Christian population in 2010.
Clarke and Beyer estimate that Protestants constituted 15% of
all Europeans in 2009, while Noll claims that less than 12% of
them lived in Europe in 2010.

Changes in worldwide Protestantism over the last century have
been significant. Since 1900, Protestantism has spread rapidly
in Africa, Asia, Oceania and Latin America. That caused
Protestantism to be called a primarily non-Western religion.
Much of the growth has occurred after World War II, when
decolonization of Africa and abolition of various restrictions
against Protestants in Latin American countries occurred.
According to one source, Protestants constituted respectively
2.5%, 2%, 0.5% of Latin Americans, Africans and Asians. In
2000, percentage of Protestants on mentioned continents was
17%, more than 27% and 6%, respectively. According to Mark
A. Noll, 79% of Anglicans lived in the United Kingdom in 1910,

while most of the remainder was found in the United States
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and across the British Commonwealth. By 2010, 59% of
Anglicans were found in Africa. In 2010, more Protestants lived
in India than in the UK or Germany, while Protestants in Brazil
accounted for as many people as Protestants in the UK and
Germany combined. Almost as many lived in each of Nigeria
and China as in all of Europe. China is home to world's largest

Protestant minority.

Protestantism is growing in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and
Oceania, while declining in Anglo America and Europe, with
some exceptions such as France, where it was eradicated after
the abolition of the Edict of Nantes by the Edict of
Fontainebleau and the following persecution of Huguenots, but
now is claimed to be stable in number or even growing slightly.
According to some, Russia is another country to see a

Protestant revival.

In 2010, the largest Protestant denominational families were
historically Pentecostal denominations (11%), Anglican (11%),
Lutheran (10%), Baptist (9%), United and uniting churches
(unions of different denominations) (7%), Presbyterian or
Reformed (7%), Methodist (3%), Adventist (3%),
Congregationalist (1%), Brethren (1%), The Salvation Army
(<1%) and Moravian (<1%). Other denominations accounted for

38% of Protestants.

United States is home to approximately 20% of Protestants.
According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population
dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religion of the
majority for the first time. The decline is attributed mainly to
the dropping membership of the Mainline Protestant churches,

while Evangelical Protestant and Black churches are stable or
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continue to grow. By 2050, Protestantism is projected to rise to
slightly more than half of the world's total Christian
population. According to other experts such as Hans J.

Hillerbrand, Protestants will be as numerous as Catholics.

According to Mark Jurgensmeyer of the University of
California, popular Protestantism is the most dynamic religious
movement in the contemporary world, alongside the resurgent

Islam.

118



Chapter 3

Counter-Reformation

The Counter-Reformation (Latin: Contrareformatio), also
called the Catholic Reformation (Latin: Reformatio Catholica)
or the Catholic Revival, was the period of Catholic resurgence
that was initiated in response to the Protestant Reformation. It
began with the Council of Trent (1545-1563) and largely ended
with the conclusion of the European wars of religion in 1648.
Initiated to address the effects of the Protestant Reformation,
the Counter-Reformation was a comprehensive effort composed
of apologetic and polemical documents and ecclesiastical
configuration as decreed by the Council of Trent. The last of
these included the efforts of Imperial Diets of the Holy Roman
Empire, heresy trials and the Inquisition, anti-corruption
efforts, spiritual movements, and the founding of new religious
orders. Such policies had long-lasting effects in European
history with exiles of Protestants continuing until the 1781
Patent of Toleration, although smaller expulsions took place in

the 19th century.

Such reforms included the foundation of seminaries for the
proper training of priests in the spiritual life and the
theological traditions of the Church, the reform of religious life
by returning orders to their spiritual foundations, and new
spiritual movements focusing on the devotional life and a
personal relationship with Christ, including the Spanish

mystics and the French school of spirituality.

It also involved political activities that included the Spanish

Inquisition. A primary emphasis of the Counter-Reformation
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was a mission to reach parts of the world that had been
colonized as predominantly Catholic and also try to reconvert
areas such as Sweden and England that once were Catholic but

had been lost to the Reformation.

Various Counter-Reformation theologians focused only on
defending doctrinal positions such as the sacraments and
pious practices that were attacked by the Protestant reformers,

up to the Second Vatican Council in 1962-1965.

Key events of the period include: the Council of Trent (1545-
63); the excommunication of Elizabeth I (1570), the
codification of the uniform Roman Rite Mass (1570), and the
Battle of Lepanto (1571), occurring during the pontificate of
Pius V; the construction of the Gregorian observatory, the
founding of the Gregorian University, the adoption of the
Gregorian calendar, and the Jesuit China mission of Matteo
Ricci under Pope Gregory XIII; the French Wars of Religion; the
Long Turkish War and the execution of Giordano Bruno in
1600, under Pope Clement VIII; the birth of the Lyncean
Academy of the Papal States, of which the main figure was
Galileo Galilei (later put on trial); the final phases of the Thirty
Years' War (1618-48) during the pontificates of Urban VIII and
Innocent X; and the formation of the last Holy League by
Innocent XI during the Great Turkish War.

Documents

ConfutatioAugustana

The 1530 ConfutatioAugustana was the Catholic response to
the Augsburg Confession.
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Council of Trent

Pope Paul III (1534-49) is considered the first pope of the
Counter-Reformation, and he also initiated the Council of
Trent (1545-63), tasked with institutional reform, addressing
contentious issues such as corruptbishops and priests, the

sale of indulgences, and other financial abuses.

The council upheld the basic structure of the medieval church,
its sacramental system, religious orders, and doctrine. It
recommended that the form of Mass should be standardised,
and this took place in 1570, when Paul V made the Tridentine
Mass obligatory. It rejected all compromise with Protestants,
restating basic tenets of the Catholic Faith. The council upheld
salvation appropriated by grace through faith andworks of that
faith (not just by faith, as the Protestants insisted) because
"faith without works is dead", as the Epistle of James states
(2:22-26).

Transubstantiation, according to which the consecrated bread
and wine are held to have been transformed really and
substantially into the body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ,
was also reaffirmed, as were the traditional seven sacraments
of the Catholic Church. Other practices that drew the ire of
Protestant reformers, such as pilgrimages, the veneration of
saints and relics, the use of venerable images and statuary,
and the veneration of the Virgin Mary were strongly reaffirmed

as spiritually commendable practices.

The council, in the Canon of Trent, officially accepted the
Vulgate listing of the Old Testament Bible, which included the

deuterocanonical works (called apocrypha by Protestants) on a
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par with the 39 books found in the Masoretic Text. This
reaffirmed the previous Council of Rome and Synods of
Carthage (both held in the 4th century AD), which had affirmed
the Deuterocanon as scripture. The council also commissioned
the Roman Catechism, which served as authoritative Church

teaching until the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1992).

While the traditional fundamentals of the Church were
reaffirmed, there were noticeable changes to answer complaints
that the Counter-Reformers were, tacitly, willing to admit were
legitimate. Among the conditions to be corrected by Catholic
reformers was the growing divide between the clerics and the
laity; many members of the clergy in the rural parishes had
been poorly educated. Often, these rural priests did not know
Latin and lacked opportunities for proper theological training.
Addressing the education of priests had been a fundamental

focus of the humanist reformers in the past.

Parish priests were to be better educated in matters of theology
and apologetics, while Papal authorities sought to educate the
faithful about the meaning, nature and value of art and
liturgy, particularly in monastic churches (Protestants had
criticised them as "distracting"). Notebooks and handbooks
became more common, describing how to be good priests and

confessors.

Thus, the Council of Trent attempted to improve the discipline
and administration of the Church. The worldly excesses of the
secular Renaissance Church, epitomized by the era of
Alexander VI (1492-15083), intensified during the Reformation
under Pope Leo X (1513-21), whose campaign to raise funds for

the construction of Saint Peter's Basilica by supporting use of
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indulgences served as a key impetus for Martin Luther's 95
Theses. The Catholic Church responded to these problems by a
vigorous campaign of reform, inspired by earlier Catholic
reform movements that predated the Council of Constance
(1414-17): humanism, devotionalism, legalism and the

observantine tradition.

The council, by virtue of its actions, repudiated the pluralism
of the secular Renaissance that had previously plagued the
Church: the organization of religious institutions was
tightened, discipline was improved, and the parish was
emphasized. The appointment of bishops for political reasons
was no longer tolerated. In the past, the large landholdings
forced many bishops to be "absent bishops" who at times were

property managers trained in administration.

Thus, the Council of Trent combated "absenteeism", which was
the practice of bishops living in Rome or on landed estates
rather than in their dioceses. The Council of Trent gave
bishops greater power to supervise all aspects of religious life.
Zealous prelates, such as Milan's Archbishop Carlo Borromeo
(1538-84), later canonized as a saint, set an example by

visiting the remotest parishes and instilling high standards.

Index LibrorumProhibitorum

The 1559-1967 Index LibrorumProhibitorum was a directory of
prohibited books which was updated twenty times during the
next four centuries as books were added or removed from the
list by the Sacred Congregation of the Index. It was divided
into three classes. The first class listed heretical writers, the

second class listed heretical works, and the third class listed
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forbidden writings which were published without the name of
the author. The Index was finally suspended on 29 March
1967.

Roman Catechism

The 1566 Roman Catechism was an attempt to educate the

clergy.
Nova ordinantiaecclesiastica

The 1575 Nova ordinantiaecclesiastica was an addendum to the
LiturgiaSvecanaeEcclesiaecatholicee&orthodoxaeconformia, also
called the "Red Book". This launched the Liturgical Struggle,
which pitted John III of Sweden against his younger brother
Charles. During this time, Jesuit Laurentius Nicolai came to
lead the Collegium regiumStockholmense. This theatre of the

Counter-Reformation was called the MissioSuetica.
DefensioTridentinzefidei

The 1578 DefensioTridentinaefidei was the Catholic response to

the Examination of the Council of Trent.
Unigenitus

The 1713 papal bull Unigenitus condemned 101 propositions of
the FrenchdJdansenist theologian PasquierQuesnel (1634-1719).
Jansenism was a Protestant-leaning or mediating movement
within Catholicism that was criticized for being Crypto-
Protestant. After Jansenism was condemned it led to the

development of the Old Catholic Church of the Netherlands.
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Politics

The Netherlands

When the Calvinists took control of various parts of the
Netherlands in the Dutch Revolt, the Catholics led by Philip II
of Spain fought back. The king sent in Alexander Farnese as
Governor-General of the Spanish Netherlands from 1578 to
1592.

Farnese led a successful campaign 1578-1592 against the
Dutch Revolt, in which he captured the main cities in the
south Spanish - Belgium and returned them to the control of
Catholic Spain. He took advantage of the divisions in the ranks
of his opponents between the Dutch-speaking Flemish and the
French-speaking Walloons, using persuasion to take advantage
of the divisions and foment the growing discord. By doing so he
was able to bring back the Walloon provinces to an allegiance
to the king. By the treaty of Arras in 1579, he secured the
support of the 'Malcontents’, as the Catholic nobles of the

south were styled.

The seven northern provinces as well as the County of Flanders
and Duchy of Brabant, controlled by Calvinists, responded
with the Union of Utrecht, where they resolved to stick
together to fight Spain. Farnese secured his base in Hainaut
and Artois, then moved against Brabant and Flanders. City
after city fell: Tournai, Maastricht, Breda, Bruges and Ghent

opened their gates.

Farnese finally laid siege to the great seaport of Antwerp. The

town was open to the sea, strongly fortified, and well defended
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under the leadership of Marnix van St. Aldegonde. Farnese cut
off all access to the sea by constructing a bridge of boats
across the Scheldt. Antwerp surrendered in 1585 as 60,000
citizens (60 per cent of the pre-siege population) fled north. All
of the southern Netherlands was once more under Spanish

control.

In a war composed mostly of sieges rather than battles, he
proved his mettle. His strategy was to offer generous terms for
surrender: there would be no massacres or looting; historic
urban privileges were retained; there was a full pardon and

amnesty; return to the Catholic Church would be gradual.

Meanwhile, Catholic refugees from the North regrouped in
Cologne and Douai and developed a more militant, Tridentine
identity. They became the mobilizing forces of a popular
Counter-Reformation in the South, thereby facilitating the

eventual emergence of the state of Belgium.

Germany

The Augsburg Interim was a period where Counter-Reformation
measures were exacted upon defeated Protestant populations

following the Schmalkaldic War.

During the centuries of Counter Reformation, new towns,
collectively termed Exulantenstadt [de], were founded especially
as homes for refugees fleeing the Counter-Reformation.
Supporters of the Unity of the Brethren settled in parts of
Silesia and Poland. Protestants from the County of Flanders
often fled to the Lower Rhine region and northern Germany.
French Huguenots crossed the Rhineland to Central Germany.

Most towns were named either after the ruler who established
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them or as expressions of gratitude, e.g. Freudenstadt ("Joy

Town"), Gliickstadt ("Happy Town").
A list of Exulantenstddte:

e Altona, Hamburg

e Bad Karlshafen

e Freudenstadt

e Friedrichsdorf

e Gluckstadt

e Hanau

e Johanngeorgenstadt
e Krefeld

e Neu-Isenburg

e Neusalza-Spremberg
Cologne

e The Cologne War (1583-89) was a conflict between
Protestant and Catholic factions that devastated the
Electorate of Cologne. After GebhardTruchsess von
Waldburg, the archbishop ruling the area, converted
to Protestantism, Catholics elected another
archbishop, Ernst of Bavaria, and successfully

defeated Gebhard and his allies.
Bohemia and Austria
In the Habsburg hereditary lands, which had become
predominantly Protestant except for Tyrol, the Counter-

Reformation began with Emperor Rudolf II, who began

suppressing Protestant activity in 1576. This conflict escalated
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into the Bohemian Revolt of 1620. Defeated, the Protestant
nobility and clergy of Bohemia and Austria were expelled from
the country or forced to convert to Catholicism. Among these
exiles were important German poets such as Sigmund von
Birken, Catharina Regina von Greiffenberg, and Johann
Wilhelm von Stubenberg. This influenced the development of
German Baroque literature, especially around Regensburg and

Nuremberg. Some lived as crypto-Protestants.

Others moved to Saxony or the Margraviate of Brandenburg.
The Salzburg Protestants were exiled in the 18th century,
especially to Prussia. The Transylvanian Landlers were
deported to the eastern part of the Habsburg domain. As heir
to the throne, Joseph II spoke vehemently to his mother, Maria
Theresa, in 1777 against the expulsion of Protestants from
Moravia, calling her choices "unjust, impious, impossible,
harmful and ridiculous." His 1781 Patent of Toleration can be
regarded as the end of the political Counter-Reformation,
although there were still smaller expulsions against
Protestants (such as the Zillertal expulsion). In 1966,
Archbishop Andreas Rohracher expressed regret about the

expulsions.

France

Huguenots (French Reformed Protestants) fought a series of
wars in France with Catholics, resulting in millions of deaths
and the Edict of Fontainebleau in 1685 which revoked their
freedom of religion. In 1565, several hundred Huguenot
shipwreck survivors surrendered to the Spanish in Florida,

believing they would be treated well. Although a Catholic
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minority in their party was spared, all of the rest were

executed for heresy, with active clerical participation.

Ukraine

The effects of the Council of Trent and the counter-reformation
also paved the way for Ruthenian Orthodox Christians to
return to full communion with the Catholic Church while
preserving their Byzantine tradition. PopeClement VIII received
the Ruthenian bishops into full communion on February 7,

1596. Under the Treaty of the Union of Brest,

Rome recognized the Ruthenians' continued practice of
Byzantine liturgical tradition, married clergy, and consecration
of bishops from within the Ruthenian Christian tradition.
Moreover, the treaty specifically exempts Ruthenians from
accepting the Filioque clause and Purgatory as a condition for

reconciliation.

Areas affected

e The Counter-Reformation succeeded in diminishing
Protestantism in Poland, France, Italy, Ireland, and
the vast lands controlled by the Habsburgs including
Austria, southern Germany, Bohemia (now the Czech
Republic), the Spanish Netherlands (now Belgium),
Croatia, and Slovenia. Noticeably, it failed to
succeed completely in Hungary, where a sizeable
Protestant minority remains to this day, though
Catholics still are the largest Christian

denomination.
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Spiritual movements

e "Catholic Revival" redirects here. For the catholic

literary revival, see Oxford Movement.
Precursors

The 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries saw a spiritual revival in
Europe, in which the question of salvation became central.
This became known as the Catholic Reformation. Several
theologians harkened back to the early days of Christianity
and questioned their spirituality. Their debates expanded
across most of the Western Europe in the 15th and 16th
centuries, whilst secular critics also examined religious
practice, clerical behavior and the church's doctrinal positions.
Several varied currents of thought were active, but the ideas of

reform and renewal were led by the clergy.

The reforms decreed at Fifth Council of the Lateran (1512-
1517) had only a small effect. Some doctrinal positions got
further from the Church's official positions, leading to the
break with Rome and the formation of Protestant
denominations. Even so, conservative and reforming parties
still survived within the Catholic Church even as the
Protestant Reformation spread. Protestants decisively broke
from the Catholic Church in the 1520s. The two distinct
dogmatic positions within the Catholic Church solidified in the
1560s. The Catholic Reformation became known as the
Counter-Reformation, defined as a reaction to Protestantism
rather than as a reform movement. The historian Henri Daniel-

Rops wrote:
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The term, however, though common, is misleading: it cannot
rightly be applied, logically or chronologically, to that sudden
awakening as of a startled giant, that wonderful effort of
rejuvenation and reorganization, which in a space of thirty
years gave to the Church an altogether new appearance. ... The
so-called 'counter-reformation' did not begin with the Council
of Trent, long after Luther; its origins and initial achievements
were much anterior to the fame of Wittenberg. It was
undertaken, not by way of answering the 'reformers,' but in
obedience to demands and principles that are part of the
unalterable tradition of the Church and proceed from her most

fundamental loyalties.

The regular orders made their first attempts at reform in the
14th century. The 'Benedictine Bull' of 1336 reformed the
Benedictines and Cistercians. In 1523, the Camaldolese
Hermits of Monte Corona were recognized as a separate
congregation of monks. In 1435, Francis of Paola founded the
Poor Hermits of Saint Francis of Assisi, who became the Minim
Friars. In 1526, Matteo de Bascio suggested reforming the
Franciscan rule of life to its original purity, giving birth to the
Capuchins, recognized by the pope in 1619. This order was
well known to the laity and played an important role in public
preaching. To respond to the new needs of evangelism, clergy
formed into religious congregations, taking special vows but
with no obligation to assist in a monastery's religious offices.
These regular clergy taught, preached and took confession but
were under a bishop's direct authority and not linked to a

specific parish or area like a vicar or canon.

In Italy, the first congregation of regular clergy was the

Theatines founded in 1524 by Gaetano and Cardinal
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GianCaraffa. This was followed by the Somaschi Fathers in
1528, the Barnabites in 1530, the Ursulines in 1535, the
Jesuits, canonically recognised in 1540, the Clerics Regular of
the Mother of God of Lucca in 1583, the Camillians in 1584,
the Adorno Fathers in 1588, and finally the Piarists in 1621. In
1524, a number of priests in Rome began to live in a
community centred on Philip Neri. The Oratorians were given
their constitutions in 1564 and recognized as an order by the
pope in 1575. They used music and singing to attract the
faithful.

Religious orders

New religious orders were a fundamental part of the reforms.
Orders such as the Capuchins, Discalced Carmelites, Discalced
Augustinians, Augustinian Recollects, Cistercian Feuillants,
Ursulines, Theatines, Barnabites, Congregation of the Oratory
of Saint Philip Neri, and especially Jesuits worked in rural

parishes and set examples of Catholic renewal.

The Theatines undertook checking the spread of heresy and
contributed to a regeneration of the clergy. The Capuchins, an
offshoot of the Franciscan order notable for their preaching
and for their care for the poor and the sick, grew rapidly.
Capuchin-founded confraternities took special interest in the
poor and lived austerely. Members of orders active in overseas
missionary expansion expressed the view that the rural
parishes often needed Christianizing as much as the heathens

of Asia and the Americas.

The Ursulines focused on the special task of educating girls,

the first order of women to be dedicated to that goal. Devotion
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to the traditional works of mercy exemplified the Catholic
Reformation's reaffirmation of the importance of both faith and
works and salvation through God's grace and repudiation of
the maxim sola scriptura emphasized by Protestants sects. Not
only did they make the Church more effective, but they also

reaffirmed fundamental premises of the medieval Church.

The Jesuits were the most effective of the new Catholic orders.
An heir to the devotional, observantine, and legalist traditions,
the Jesuits organized along military lines. The worldliness of
the Renaissance Church had no part in their new order.
Loyola's masterwork Spiritual Exercises showed the emphasis
of handbooks characteristic of Catholic reformers before the
Reformation, reminiscent of devotionalism. The Jesuits became
preachers, confessors to monarchs and princes, and humanist

educators.

According to the Adventist minister Le Roy Froom, Jesuits
such as Francisco Ribera and Luis De Alcasar were forced to
justify  their position by the wunflattering prophetic
interpretations and epithets used by Protestant Bible scholars
concerning the papacy. He argued that these Jesuits used two
counter-interpretations of those same prophecies, Futurism
and Preterism. These were devised to deflect the Protestant
Reformation teachings and to shift the use of the Antichrist
and analogous prophecies away from the pope and out of the
Middle Ages. It is said that Froom argued these methods left an
enduring mark upon history. Their efforts are largely credited
with stemming Protestantism in Poland, Bohemia, Hungary,
southern Germany, France, and the Spanish Netherlands.

Froom said,
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In Germany, Switzerland, France, Denmark, Sweden, England,
and Scotland there had been simultaneous and impressive
declarations by voice and pen that the Papacy was the
specified Antichrist of prophecy. The symbols of Daniel, Paul,
and John were applied with tremendous effect. Hundreds of
books and tracts impressed their contention upon the
consciousness of Europe. Indeed, it gained so great a hold
upon the minds of men that Rome, in alarm, saw that she must
successfully counteract this identification of Antichrist with

the Papacy, or lose the battle.

Jesuits participated in the expansion of the Church in the
Americas and Asia, by their missionary activity. Loyola's
biography contributed to an emphasis on popular piety that
had waned under political popes such as Alexander VI and Leo
X. After recovering from a serious wound, he took a vow to
"serve only God and the Roman pontiff, His vicar on Earth."
The emphasis on the Pope is a reaffirmation of the medieval
papalism, while the Council of Trent defeated conciliarism, the
belief that general councils of the Church collectively were
God's representative on Earth rather than the Pope. Taking the
Pope as an absolute leader, the Jesuits contributed to the
Counter-Reformation Church along a line harmonized with

Rome.
Devotion and mysticism

The Catholic Reformation was not only a political and Church
policy oriented movement, but it also included major figures
such as Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross,
Francis de Sales, and Philip Neri, who added to the spirituality
of the Catholic Church. Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross
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were Spanish mystics and reformers of the Carmelite Order,
whose ministry focused on interior conversion to Christ, the
deepening of prayer, and commitment to God's will. Teresa was
given the task of developing and writing about the way to
perfection in her love and unity with Christ. Thomas Merton
called John of the Cross the greatest of all mystical

theologians.

The spirituality of Filippo Neri, who lived in Rome at the same
time as Ignatius, was practically oriented, too, but totally
opposed to the Jesuit approach. Said Filippo, "If I have a real
problem, I contemplate what Ignatius would do ... and then I
do the exact opposite". As a recognition of their joint
contribution to the spiritual renewal within the Catholic
reformation, Ignatius of Loyola, Filippo Neri, and Teresa of

Avila were canonized on the same day, March 12, 1622.

The Virgin Mary played an increasingly central role in Catholic
devotions. The victory at the Battle of Lepanto in 1571 was
accredited to the Virgin Mary and signified the beginning of a
strong resurgence of Marian devotions. During and after the
Catholic Reformation, Marian piety experienced unforeseen
growth with over 500 pages of mariological writings during the
17th century alone. The Jesuit Francisco Suarez was the first
theologian to use the Thomist method on Marian theology.
Other well-known contributors to Marian spirituality are

Lawrence of Brindisi, Robert Bellarmine, and Francis of Sales.

The sacrament of penance was transformed from a social to a
personal experience; that is, from a public community act to a
private confession. It now took place in private in a

confessional. It was a change in its emphasis from
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reconciliation with the Church to reconciliation directly with
God and from emphasis on social sins of hostility to private

sins (called "the secret sins of the heart").

Baroque art

The Catholic Church was a leading arts patron across much of
Europe. The goal of much art in the Counter-Reformation,
especially in the Rome of Bernini and the Flanders of Peter
Paul Rubens, was to restore Catholicism's predominance and
centrality. This was one of the drivers of the Baroque style that
emerged across Europe in the late sixteenth century. In areas
where Catholicism predominated, architecture and painting,
and to a lesser extent music, reflected Counter-Reformation

goals.

The Council of Trent proclaimed that architecture, painting
and sculpture had a role in conveying Catholic theology. Any
work that might arouse "carnal desire" was inadmissible in
churches, while any depiction of Christ's suffering and explicit
agony was desirable and proper. In an era when some
Protestant reformers were destroying images of saints and
whitewashing walls, Catholic reformers reaffirmed the
importance of art, with special encouragement given to images

of the Virgin Mary.

Decrees on art

The Last Judgment, a fresco in the Sistine Chapel by
Michelangelo (1534-1541), came under persistent attack in the
Counter-Reformation for, among other things, nudity (later

painted over for several centuries), not showing Christ seated
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or bearded, and including the pagan figure of Charon. Italian
painting after 1520, with the notable exception of the art of
Venice, developed into Mannerism, a highly sophisticated style
striving for effect, that concerned many Churchmen as lacking
appeal for the mass of the population. Church pressure to
restrain religious imagery affected art from the 1530s and
resulted in the decrees of the final session of the Council of
Trent in 1563 including short and rather inexplicit passages
concerning religious images, which were to have great impact
on the development of Catholic art. Previous Catholic councils
had rarely felt the need to pronounce on these matters, unlike
Orthodox ones which have often ruled on specific types of

images.

The decree confirmed the traditional doctrine that images only
represented the person depicted, and that veneration to them
was paid to the person, not the image, and further instructed

that:

. every superstition shall be removed ... all lasciviousness be
avoided; in such wise that figures shall not be painted or
adorned with a beauty exciting to lust ... there be nothing seen
that is disorderly, or that is unbecomingly or confusedly
arranged, nothing that is profane, nothing indecorous, seeing
that holiness becometh the house of God. And that these
things may be the more faithfully observed, the holy Synod
ordains, that no one be allowed to place, or cause to be placed,
any unusual image, in any place, or church, howsoever
exempted, except that image have been approved of by the

bishop ...
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Ten years after the decree Paolo Veronese was summoned by
the Holy Office to explain why his Last Supper, a huge canvas
for the refectory of a monastery, contained, in the words of the
Holy Office: "buffoons, drunken Germans, dwarfs and other
such scurrilities" as well as extravagant costumes and
settings, in what is indeed a fantasy version of a Venetian
patrician feast. Veronese was told that he must change his
painting within a three-month period. He just changed the title
to The Feast in the House of Levi, still an episode from the
Gospels, but a less doctrinally central one, and no more was

said.

The number of such decorative treatments of religious subjects
declined sharply, as did "unbecomingly or confusedly arranged"
Mannerist pieces, as a number of books, notably by the
Flemish theologian Molanus, Charles Borromeo and Cardinal
Gabriele Paleotti, and instructions by local bishops, amplified
the decrees, often going into minute detail on what was
acceptable. Much traditional iconography considered without
adequate scriptural foundation was in effect prohibited, as was
any inclusion of classical pagan elements in religious art, and

almost all nudity, including that of the infant Jesus.

According to the great medievalist EmileMale, this was "the
death of medieval art", but it paled in contrast to the
Iconclasm present in some Protestant circles and did not apply
to secular paintings. Some Counter Reformation painters and
sculptors include Titian, Tintoretto, Federico Barocci,
ScipionePulzone, El Greco, Peter Paul Rubens, Guido Reni,
Anthony van Dyck, Bernini, Zurbaran, Rembrandt and

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo.
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Church music

Reforms before the Council of Trent

The Council of Trent is believed to be the apex of the Counter-
Reformation's influence on Church music in the 16th century.
However, the council's pronouncements on music were not the
first attempt at reform. The Catholic Church had spoken out
against a perceived abuse of music used in the Mass before the
Council of Trent ever convened to discuss music in 1562. The
manipulation of the Creed and using non-liturgical songs was
addressed in 1503, and secular singing and the intelligibility of
the text in the delivery of psalmody in 1492. The delegates at
the council were just a link in the long chain of Church clergy
who had pushed for a reform of the musical liturgy reaching

back as far as 1322.

Probably the most extreme move at reform came late in 1562
when, instructed by the legates, EgidioFoscarari (bishop of
Modena) and Gabriele Paleotti (archbishop of Bologna) began
work on reforming religious orders and their practices
involving the liturgy. The reforms prescribed to the cloisters of
nuns, which included omitting the use of an organ, prohibiting
professional musicians, and banishing polyphonic singing,
were much more strict than any of the council's edicts or even

those to be found in the Palestrina legend.

Fueling the cry for reform from many ecclesial figures was the
compositional technique popular in the 15th and 16th
centuries of using musical material and even the accompanying

texts from other compositions such as motets, madrigals, and
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chansons. Several voices singing different texts in different
languages made any of the text difficult to distinguish from the
mixture of words and notes. The parody mass would then
contain melodies (usually the tenor line) and words from songs
that could have been, and often were, on sensual subjects. The
musical liturgy of the Church was being more and more
influenced by secular tunes and styles. The Council of Paris,
which met in 1528, as well as the Council of Trent were
making attempts to restore the sense of sacredness to the
Church setting and what was appropriate for the Mass. The

councils were simply responding to issues of their day.
Reforms during the 22nd session

The Council of Trent met sporadically from December 13, 1545,
to December 4, 1563, to reform many parts of the Catholic
Church. The 22nd session of the council, which met in 1562,
dealt with Church music in Canon 8 in the section of "Abuses
in the Sacrifice of the Mass" during a meeting of the council on

September 10, 1562.

Canon 8 states that "Since the sacred mysteries should be
celebrated with utmost reverence, with both deepest feeling
toward God alone, and with external worship that is truly
suitable and becoming, so that others may be filled with
devotion and called to religion: ... Everything should be
regulated so that the Masses, whether they be celebrated with
the plain voice or in song, with everything clearly and quickly
executed, may reach the ears of the hearers and quietly
penetrate their hearts. In those Masses where measured music
and organ are customary, mnothing profane should be

intermingled, but only hymns and divine praises. If something
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from the divine service is sung with the organ while the service
proceeds, let if first be recited in a simple, clear voice, lest the
reading of the sacred words be imperceptible. But the entire
manner of singing in musical modes should be calculated not
to afford vain delight to the ear, but so that the words may be
comprehensible to all; and thus may the hearts of the listeners
be caught up into the desire for celestial harmonies and

contemplation of the joys of the blessed."

Canon 8 is often quoted as the Council of Trent's decree on
Church music, but that is a glaring misunderstanding of the
canon; it was only a proposed decree. In fact, the delegates at
the council never officially accepted canon 8 in its popular
form but bishops of Granada, Coimbra, and Segovia pushed for
the long statement about music to be attenuated and many
other prelates of the council joined enthusiastically. The only
restrictions actually given by the 22nd session was to keep
secular elements out of the music, making polyphony implicitly
allowed. The issue of textual intelligibility did not make its way
into the final edicts of the 22nd session but were only featured
in preliminary debates. The 22nd session only prohibited
"lascivious" and "profane" things to be intermingled with the
music but Paleotti, in his Acts, brings to equal importance the

issues of intelligibility.

The idea that the council called to remove all polyphony from
the Church is widespread, but there is no documentary
evidence to support that claim. It is possible, however, that
some of the Fathers had proposed such a measure. The
emperor Ferdinand I, Holy Roman Emperor has been attributed
to be the "saviour of Church music" because he said polyphony

ought not to be driven out of the Church. But Ferdinand was
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most likely an alarmist and read into the council the
possibility of a total ban on polyphony. The Council of Trent
did not focus on the style of music but on attitudes of worship

and reverence during the Mass.
Saviour-Legend

The crises regarding polyphony and intelligibility of the text
and the threat that polyphony was to be removed completely,
which was assumed to be coming from the council, has a very
dramatic legend of resolution. The legend goes that Giovanni
Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525/26-1594), a Church musician
and choirmaster in Rome, wrote a Mass for the council
delegates in order to demonstrate that a polyphonic
composition could set the text in such a way that the words
could be clearly understood and that was still pleasing to the
ear. Palestrina's MissaPapaeMarcelli (Mass for Pope Marcellus)
was performed before the council and received such a
welcoming reception among the delegates that they completely
changed their minds and allowed polyphony to stay in use in
the musical liturgy. Therefore, Palestrina came to be named
the "saviour of Church polyphony". This legend, though
unfounded, has long been a mainstay of histories of music. The
saviour-myth was first spread by an account by Aggazzari and
Banchieri in 1609 who said that Pope Marcellus was trying to
replace all polyphony with plainsong. Palestrina's
"MissaPapaeMarcelli" was, though, in 1564, after the 22nd
session, performed for the Pope while reforms were being

considered for the Sistine Choir.

The Pope Marcellus Mass, in short, was not important in its

own day and did not help save Church polyphony. What is
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undeniable is that despite any solid evidence of his influence
during or after the Council of Trent, no figure is more qualified
to represent the cause of polyphony in the Mass than
Palestrina. Pope Pius IV upon hearing Palestrina's music would
make Palestrina, by Papal Brief, the model for future

generations of Catholic composers of sacred music.
Reforms following the Council of Trent

Like his contemporary Palestrina, the Flemish composer
Jacobus de Kerle (1531/32-1591) was also credited with giving
a model of composition for the Council of Trent. His
composition in four-parts, Preces, marks the "official turning
point of the Counter Reformation's a cappella ideal.” Kerle was
the only ranking composer of the Netherlands to have acted in
conformity with the council. Another musical giant on equal
standing with Palestrina, Orlando di Lasso (1530/32-1594)
was an important figure in music history though less of a
purist than Palestrina. He expressed sympathy for the
council's concerns but still showed favor for the "Parady

chanson Masses."

Despite the dearth of edicts from the council regarding
polyphony and textual clarity, the reforms that followed from
the 22nd session filled in the gaps left by the council in
stylistic areas. In the 24th session the council gave authority
to "Provincial Synods" to discern provisions for Church music.
The decision to leave practical application and stylistic matters
to local ecclesiastical leaders was important in shaping the
future of Catholic church music. It was left then up to the
local Church leaders and Church musicians to find proper

application for the council's decrees.
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Though originally theological and directed towards the
attitudes of the musicians, the Council's decrees came to be
thought of by Church musicians as a pronouncement on proper
musical styles. This understanding was most likely spread
through musicians who sought to implement the council's
declarations but did not read the official Tridentine
pronouncements. Church musicians were probably influenced
by order from their ecclesiastical patrons. Composers who
reference the council's reforms in prefaces to their
compositions do not adequately claim a musical basis from the

council but a spiritual and religious basis of their art.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Milan, Charles Borromeo, was a
very important figure in reforming Church music after the
Council of Trent. Though Borromeo was an aide to the pope in
Rome and was unable to be in Milan, he eagerly pushed for the
decrees of the council to be quickly put into practice in Milan.
Borromeo kept in contact with his church in Milian through
letters and eagerly encouraged the leaders there to implement
the reforms coming from the Council of Trent. In one of his
letters to his vicar in the Milan diocese, NicoloOrmaneto of
Verona, Borromeo commissioned the master of the chapel,
Vincenzo Ruffo (1508-1587), to write a Mass that would make
the words as easy to understand as possible. Borromeo also
suggested that if Don Nicola, a composer of a more chromatic
style, was in Milan he too could compose a Mass and the two
be compared for textural clarity. Borromeo was likely involved
or heard of the questions regarding textual clarity because of

his request to Ruffo.

Ruffo took Borromeo's commission seriously and set out to

compose in a style that presented the text so that all words
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would be intelligible and the textual meaning be the most
important part of the composition. His approach was to move
all the voices in a homorhythmic manner with no complicated
rhythms, and to use dissonance very conservatively. Ruffo's
approach was certainly a success for textual clarity and
simplicity, but if his music was very theoretically pure it was
not an artistic success despite Ruffo's attempts to bring
interest to the monotonous four-part texture. Ruffo's
compositional style which favored the text was well in line with
the council's perceived concern with intelligibility. Thus the
belief in the council's strong edicts regarding textual
intelligibility became to characterize the development of sacred

Church music.

The Council of Trent brought about other changes in music:
most notably developing the Missa brevis, Lauda and "Spiritual
Madrigal" (MadrigaliSpirituali). Additionally, the numerous
sequences were mostly prohibited in the 1570 Missal of Pius V.
The remaining sequences were Victimaepaschalilaudes for
Easter, VeniSancteSpiritus for Pentecost, Lauda  Sion
Salvatorem for Corpus Christi, and Dies Irae for All Souls and

for Masses for the Dead.

Another reform following the Council of Trent was the

publication of the 1568 Roman Breviary.

Calendrical studies

More celebrations of holidays and similar events raised a need
to have these events followed closely throughout the dioceses.
But there was a problem with the accuracy of the calendar: by

the sixteenth century the Julian calendar was almost ten days
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out of step with the seasons and the heavenly bodies. Among
the astronomers who were asked to work on the problem of
how the calendar could be reformed was Nicolaus Copernicus,
a canon at Frombork (Frauenburg). In the dedication to De
revolutionibusorbiumcoelestium (1543), Copernicus mentioned
the reform of the calendar proposed by the Fifth Council of the
Lateran (1512-1517).

As he explains, a proper measurement of the length of the year
was a necessary foundation to calendar reform. By implication,
his work replacing the Ptolemaic system with a heliocentric

model was prompted in part by the need for calendar reform.

An actual new calendar had to wait until the Gregorian
calendar in 1582. At the time of its publication, De
revolutionibus passed with relatively little comment: little more
than a mathematical convenience that simplified astronomical
references for a more accurate calendar. Physical evidence
suggesting Copernicus's theory regarding the earth's motion
was literally true promoted the apparent heresy against the

religious thought of the time.

As a result, during the Galileo affair, Galileo Galilei was placed
under house arrest, served in Rome, Siena, Arcetri, and
Florence, for publishing writings said to be "vehemently
suspected of being heretical." His opponents condemned
heliocentric theory and temporarily banned its teaching in
1633. Similarly, the Academia SecretorumNaturae in Naples
had been shut down in 1578. As a result of clerical opposition,
heliocentricistsemigrated from Catholic to Protestant areas,

some forming the Melanchthon Circle.
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Thirty Years' War

The Thirty Years' War was a conflict fought largely within the
Holy Roman Empire from 1618 to 1648, considered one of the
most destructive wars in European history. Estimates of
military and civilian deaths range from 4.5 to 8 million, while
up to 60% of the population may have died in some areas of
Germany. Related conflicts include the Eighty Years' War, the
War of the Mantuan Succession, the Franco-Spanish War, and

the Portuguese Restoration War.

Until the 20th century, historians considered it a continuation
of the German religious struggle initiated by the Reformation
and ended by the 1555 Peace of Augsburg. This divided the
Empire into Lutheran and Catholic states, but over the next 50
years the expansion of Protestantism beyond these boundaries
gradually destabilised Imperial authority. While a significant
factor in the war that followed, it is generally agreed its scope
and extent was driven by the contest for European dominance
between Habsburgs in Austria and Spain, and the French

House of Bourbon.

The war began in 1618 when Ferdinand II was deposed as King
of Bohemia and replaced by Frederick V of the Palatinate.
Although the Bohemian Revolt was quickly suppressed,
fighting expanded into the Palatinate, whose strategic
importance drew in the Dutch Republic and Spain, then
engaged in the Eighty Years War. Since ambitious external
rulers like Christian IV of Denmark and Gustavus Adolphus of

Sweden also held territories within the Empire, what began as
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an internal dynastic dispute was transformed into a far more
destructive European conflict. The first phase from roughly
1618 until 1635 was primarily a civil war between Imperial
states, external powers playing a supportive role. After 1635,
the Empire became one theatre in a wider struggle between
France, supported by Sweden, and Spain in alliance with
Emperor Ferdinand III. This concluded with the 1648 Peace of
Westphalia, whose provisions included greater autonomy
within the Empire for states like Bavaria and Saxony, as well
as acceptance of Dutch independence by Spain. By weakening
the Habsburgs relative to France, the conflict altered the
European balance of power and set the stage for the wars of

Louis XIV.
Structural origins

The 1552 Peace of Passau ended the Schmalkaldic War between
Protestants and Catholics in the Holy Roman Empire, while the
1555 Peace of Augsburg tried to prevent future conflict by
fixing existing boundaries. Under the principle of cuiusregio,
eiusreligio, states were either Lutheran, then the most usual
form of Protestantism, or Catholic, based on the religion of
their ruler. Other provisions protected substantial religious
minorities in cities like Donauwo6rth and confirmed Lutheran
ownership of property taken from the Catholic Church since

Passau.

The agreement was increasingly undermined by the expansion
of Protestantism beyond its 1555 boundaries, even in strongly
Catholic areas ruled by the Habsburgs. A second source of
conflict was the growth of Reformed faiths not recognised by

Augsburg, especially Calvinism, a theology viewed with equal

148



The Reformation: 1500-1650

hostility by both Lutherans and Catholics. Finally, religion was
increasingly superseded by economic and political objectives;
Lutheran Saxony, Denmark-Norway and Sweden competed with

each other and Calvinist Brandenburg over the Baltic trade.

Managing these issues was complicated by the fragmented
nature of the Empire, which had nearly 1,800 separate entities
distributed across Germany, the Low Countries, Northern Italy,
as well as Alsace and Franche-Comté in modern France. They
ranged in size and importance from the seven Prince-electors
who voted for the Holy Roman Emperor, down to Prince-
bishoprics and Imperial cities like Hamburg. Each member was
part of a regional assembly or Circle, which focused on defence
and taxes and often operated as autonomous bodies. Above
these structures was the Imperial Diet, which prior to 1663
assembled on an irregular basis, and served primarily a forum

for discussion, rather than legislation.

Although Emperors were elected, the position had been held by
the Habsburgs since 1440. The largest single landowner within
the Empire, they ruled territories containing over eight million
subjects, including the Archduchy of Austria, Bohemia and
Hungary. In 1556 Habsburg Spain became a separate entity,
although it retained Imperial states such as the Duchy of
Milan, as well as interests in Bohemia and Hungary; the two
often co-operated, but their objectives did not always align.
The Spanish Empire was a global maritime superpower whose
possessions included the Spanish Netherlands, Milan, the
Kingdom of Naples, the Philippines, and most of the Americas.
Austria was a land-based power, whose strategic focus was
securing a pre-eminent position in Germany and their eastern

border against the Ottoman Empire.
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Before Augsburg, unity of religion compensated for lack of
strong central authority; once removed, opportunities were
presented for those who sought to further weaken it. These
included ambitious Imperial states like Lutheran Saxony and
Catholic Bavaria, as well as France, confronted by Habsburg
lands on its borders to the North, South, and along the
Pyrenees. A further complication was many foreign rulers were
also Imperial princes, involving them in its internal disputes;
Christian IV of Denmark joined the war in 1625 as Duke of

Holstein.

Background: 1556 to 1618

Disputes occasionally resulted in full-scale conflict like the
1583 to 1588 Cologne War, caused when its ruler converted to
Calvinism. More common were events such as the 1606 'Battle
of the Flags' in Donauwé6rth, when riots broke out after the
Lutheran majority blocked a Catholic religious procession.
Emperor Rudolf approved intervention by the Catholic
Maximilian of Bavaria, who was allowed to annex the town,
changing it from Lutheran to Catholic under the principle of

cuiusregio, eiusreligio.

When the Imperial Diet opened in February 1608, both
Lutherans and Calvinists united to demand formal re-
confirmation of the Augsburg settlement. However, in return
the Habsburg heir Archduke Ferdinand required the immediate
restoration of all property taken from the Catholic church
since 1555, rather than the previous practice whereby court
ruling case by case. This threatened all Protestants, paralysed

the Diet, and removed the perception of Imperial neutrality.
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Loss of faith in central authority meant towns and rulers began
strengthening their fortifications and armies; outside travellers
often commented on the growing militarisation of Germany in
this period. This was taken a stage further in 1608 when
Frederick IV, Elector Palatine formed the Protestant Union and
Maximilian responded by setting up the Catholic League in
July 1609. Both Leagues were primarily designed to support
the dynastic ambitions of their leaders, but their creation
combined with the 1609 to 1614 War of the Julich Succession
to increase tensions throughout the Empire. Some historians
who see the war as primarily a European conflict argue Julich
marks its beginning, with Spain and Austria backing the
Catholic candidate, France and the Dutch Republic the

Protestant.

The reason outside powers became involved in what was an
internal German dispute was the imminent expiry of the 1609
Twelve Years' Truce, which suspended the war between Spain
and the Dutch. Before restarting hostilities, AmbrosioSpinola,
commander in the Spanish Netherlands, needed to secure the
Spanish Road, an overland route connecting Habsburg
possessions in Italy to Flanders. This allowed him to move
troops and supplies by road, rather than sea where the Dutch
navy was dominant; by 1618, the only part not controlled by

Spain ran through the Electoral Palatinate.

Since Emperor Matthias had no surviving children, in July
1617Philip III of Spain agreed to support Ferdinand's election
as king of Bohemia and Hungary. In return, Ferdinand made
concessions to Spain in Northern Italy and Alsace, and agreed
to support their offensive against the Dutch. Delivering these

commitments required his election as Emperor, which was not
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guaranteed; one alternative was Maximilian of Bavaria, who
opposed the increase of Spanish influence in an area he
considered his own, and tried to create a coalition with Saxony

and the Palatinate to support his candidacy.

A third candidate was the Calvinist Frederick V, Elector
Palatine, who succeeded his father in 1610, then in 1613
married Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of James I of England. Four
of the electors were Catholic, three Protestant; if this could be
changed, it might result in a Protestant Emperor. When
Ferdinand was elected king of Bohemia in 1617, he gained
control of its -electoral vote; however, his conservative
Catholicism made him unpopular with the largely Protestant
nobility, who were also concerned at the erosion of their rights.
In May 1618, these factors combined to bring about the

Bohemian Revolt.
Phase I: 1618 to 1635

The Bohemian Revolt

The Jesuit educated Ferdinand once claimed he would rather
see his lands destroyed than tolerate heresy for a single day.
Appointed to rule the Duchy of Styria in 1595, within eighteen
months he eliminated Protestantism in what was previously a

stronghold of the Reformation.

Focused on retaking the Netherlands, the Spanish Habsburgs
preferred to avoid antagonising Protestants elsewhere, and
recognised the dangers associated with Ferdinand's fervent

Catholicism, but accepted the lack of alternatives.
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Ferdinand reconfirmed Protestant religious freedoms when
elected king of Bohemia in May 1617, but his record in Styria
led to the suspicion he was only awaiting a chance to overturn
them. These concerns were exacerbated when a series of legal
disputes over property were all decided in favour of the
Catholic Church. In May 1618, Protestant nobles led by Count
Thurn met in Prague Castle with Ferdinand's two Catholic
representatives, VilemSlavata and Jaroslav Borzita. In an event
known as the Second Defenestration of Prague, the two men
and their secretary Philip Fabricius were thrown out of the

castle windows, although all three survived.

Thurn established a new government, and the conflict
expanded into Silesia and the Habsburg heartlands of Lower
and Upper Austria, where much of the nobility was also
Protestant. One of the most prosperous areas of the Empire,
Bohemia's electoral vote was also essential to ensuring
Ferdinand succeeded Matthias as Emperor, and Habsburg
prestige required its recapture. Chronic financial weakness
meant prior to 1619 the Austrian Habsburgs had no standing
army of any size, leaving them dependent on Maximilian and

their Spanish relatives for money and men.

Spanish involvement inevitably drew in the Dutch, and
potentially France, although the strongly Catholic Louis XIII
faced his own Protestant rebels at home and refused to support
them elsewhere. It also provided opportunities for external
opponents of the Habsburgs, including the Ottoman Empire
and Savoy. Funded by Frederick and the Duke of Savoy, a
mercenary army under Ernst von Mansfeld succeeded in
stabilising the Bohemian position over the winter of 1618.

Attempts by Maximilian of Bavaria and John George of Saxony
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to broker a negotiated solution ended when Matthias died in
March 1619, since many believed the loss of his authority and

influence had fatally damaged the Habsburgs.

By mid-June, the Bohemian army under Thurn was outside
Vienna; Mansfeld's defeat by Spanish-Imperial forces at Sablat
forced him to return to Prague, but Ferdinand's position
continued to worsen. Gabriel Bethlen, Calvinist Prince of
Transylvania, invaded Hungary with Ottoman support,
although the Habsburgs persuaded them to avoid direct
involvement; this was helped when the Ottomans went to war

with Poland in 1620, then Persia in 1623.

On 19 August, the Bohemian Estates rescinded Ferdinand's
1617 election as king, and formally offered the crown to
Frederick on 26th; two days later, Ferdinand was elected
Emperor, making war inevitable if Frederick accepted. With the
exception of Christian of Anhalt, his advisors urged him to
reject it, as did the Dutch, the Duke of Savoy, and his father-
in-law James. 17th century Europe was a highly structured
and socially conservative society, and their lack of enthusiasm
was due to the implications of removing a legally elected ruler,

regardless of religion.

As a result, although Frederick accepted the crown and entered
Prague in October 1619, his support gradually eroded over the
next few months. In July 1620, the Protestant Union
proclaimed its neutrality, while John George of Saxony agreed
to back Ferdinand in return for Lusatia, and a promise to
safeguard the rights of Lutherans in Bohemia. A combined
Imperial-Catholic League army funded by Maximilian and led

by Count Tilly pacified Upper and Lower Austria before
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invading Bohemia, where they defeated Christian of Anhalt at
the White Mountain in November 1620. Although the battle was
far from decisive, the rebels were demoralised by lack of pay,
shortages of supplies, and disease, while the countryside had
been devastated by Imperial troops. Frederick fled Bohemia

and the revolt collapsed.
The Palatinate Campaign

By abandoning Frederick, the German princes hoped to restrict
the dispute to Bohemia, but Maximilian's dynastic ambitions
made this impossible. In the October 1619 Treaty of Munich,
Ferdinand agreed to transfer the Palatinate's electoral vote to
Bavaria and allow him to annex the Upper Palatinate. Many
Protestants supported Ferdinand because they objected to
deposing the legally elected king of Bohemia, and now opposed
Frederick's removal on the same grounds. Doing so turned the
conflict into a contest between Imperial authority and "German
liberties", while Catholics saw an opportunity to regain lands
lost since 1555. The combination destabilised large parts of

the Empire.

The strategic importance of the Palatinate and its proximity to
the Spanish Road drew in external powers; in August 1620, the
Spanish occupied the Lower Palatinate. James responded to
this attack on his son-in-law by sending naval forces to
threaten Spanish possessions in the Americas and the
Mediterranean, and announced he would declare war if Spinola
had not withdrawn his troops by spring 1621. These actions
were greeted with approval by his domestic critics, who
considered his pro-Spanish policy a betrayal of the Protestant

cause.
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Spanish chief minister Olivares correctly interpreted this as an
invitation to open negotiations, and in return for an Anglo-
Spanish alliance offered to restore Frederick to his Rhineland
possessions. Since Frederick demanded full restitution of his
lands and titles, which was incompatible with the Treaty of
Munich, hopes of reaching a negotiated peace quickly
evaporated. When the Eighty Years War restarted in April
1621, the Dutch provided Frederick military support to regain
his lands, along with a mercenary army under Mansfeld paid
for with English subsidies. Over the next eighteen months,
Spanish and Catholic League forces won a series of victories;
by November 1622, they controlled most of the Palatinate,
apart from Frankenthal, held by a small English garrison
under Sir Horace Vere. Frederick and the remnants of

Mansfeld's army took refuge in the Dutch Republic.

At a meeting of the Imperial Diet in February 1623, Ferdinand
forced through provisions transferring Frederick's titles, lands,
and electoral vote to Maximilian. He did so with support from
the Catholic League, despite strong opposition from Protestant

members, as well as the Spanish.

The Palatinate was clearly lost; in March, James instructed
Vere to surrender Frankenthal, while Tilly's victory over
Christian of Brunswick at Stadtlohn in August completed
military operations. However, Spanish and Dutch involvement
in the campaign was a significant step in internationalising the
war, while Frederick's removal meant other Protestant princes
began discussing armed resistance to preserve their own rights

and territories.
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Danish intervention (1625-1629)

With Saxony dominating the Upper Saxon Circle and
Brandenburg the Lower, both kreis had remained neutral
during the campaigns in Bohemia and the Palatinate. After
Frederick was deposed in 1623, John George of Saxony and the
Calvinist George William of Brandenburg feared Ferdinand
intended to reclaim former Catholic bishoprics currently held
by Lutherans (see Map). This seemed confirmed when Tilly's

Catholic League army occupied Halberstadt in early 1625.

As Duke of Holstein, Christian IV was also a member of the
Lower Saxon circle, while Denmark's economy relied on the
Baltic trade and tolls from traffic through the @resund. In
1621, Hamburg accepted Danish 'supervision', while his son
Frederick became joint-administrator of Libeck, Bremen, and
Verden; possession ensured Danish control of the Elbe and

Weser rivers.

Ferdinand had paid Wallenstein for his support against
Frederick with estates confiscated from the Bohemian rebels,
and now contracted with him to conquer the north on a similar
basis. In May 1625, the Lower Saxony kreis elected Christian
their military commander, although not without resistance;
Saxony and Brandenburg viewed Denmark and Sweden as
competitors, and wanted to avoid either becoming involved in
the Empire. Attempts to negotiate a peaceful solution failed as
the conflict in Germany became part of the wider struggle
between France and their Habsburg rivals in Spain and

Austria.
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In the June 1624 Treaty of Compiégne, France subsidised the
Dutch war against Spain for a minimum of three years, while
in December 1625 the Dutch and English agreed to finance

Danish intervention in the Empire.

Hoping to create a wider coalition against Ferdinand, the
Dutch invited France, Sweden, Savoy, and the Republic of
Venice to join, but it was overtaken by events. In early 1626,
Cardinal Richelieu, main architect of the alliance, faced a new
Huguenot rebellion at home and in the March Treaty of
Monzon, France withdrew from Northern Italy, re-opening the

Spanish Road.

The Danish campaign plan involved three armies; the main
force under Christian IV was to advance down the Weser, while
Mansfeld attacked Wallenstein in Magdeburg and Christian of
Brunswick linked up with the Calvinist Maurice of Hesse-
Kassel. The advance quickly fell apart; Mansfeld was defeated
at Dessau Bridge in April, and when Maurice refused to
support him, Christian of Brunswick fell back on Wolfenbuttel,
where he died of disease shortly after. The Danes were
comprehensively beaten at Lutter in August, and Mansfeld's

army dissolved following his death in November.

Many of Christian's German allies, such as Hesse-Kassel and
Saxony, had little interest in replacing Imperial domination for
Danish, while few of the subsidies agreed in the Treaty of the
Hague were ever paid. Charles I of England allowed Christian
to recruit up to 9,000 Scottish mercenaries, but they took time
to arrive, and while able to slow Wallenstein's advance, were
insufficient to stop him. By the end of 1627, Wallenstein

occupied Mecklenburg, Pomerania, and Jutland, and began
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making plans to construct a fleet capable of challenging
Danish control of the Baltic. He was supported by Spain, for
whom it provided an opportunity to open another front against

the Dutch.

In May 1628, his deputy von Arnim besieged Stralsund, the
only port with large enough shipbuilding facilities, but this
brought Sweden into the war. Gustavus Adolphus despatched
several thousand Scots and Swedish troops under Alexander
Leslie to Stralsund, who was appointed governor. Von Arnim
was forced to lift the siege on 4 August, but three weeks later,
Christian suffered another defeat at Wolgast. He began
negotiations with Wallenstein, who despite his recent victories
was concerned by the prospect of Swedish intervention, and

thus anxious to make peace.

With Austrian resources stretched by the outbreak of the War
of the Mantuan Succession, Wallenstein persuaded Ferdinand
to agree to relatively lenient terms in the June 1629 Treaty of
Lubeck. Christian retained his German possessions of
Schleswig and Holstein, in return for relinquishing Bremen and
Verden, and abandoning support for the German Protestants.
While Denmark kept Schleswig and Holstein until 1864, this

effectively ended its reign as the predominant Nordic state.

Once again, the methods used to obtain victory explain why
the war failed to end. Ferdinand paid Wallenstein by letting
him confiscate estates, extort ransoms from towns, and
allowing his men to plunder the lands they passed through,
regardless of whether they belonged to allies or opponents.
Anger at such tactics and his growing power came to a head in

early 1628 when Ferdinand deposed the hereditary Duke of
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Mecklenburg, and appointed Wallenstein in his place. Although
opposition to this act united all German princes regardless of
religion, Maximilian of Bavaria was compromised by his
acquisition of the Palatinate; while Protestants wanted
Frederick restored and the position returned to that of 1618,
the Catholic League argued only for pre-1627.

Made overconfident by success, in March 1629 Ferdinand
passed an Edict of Restitution, which required all lands taken
from the Catholic church after 1555 to be returned. While
technically legal, politically it was extremely unwise, since
doing so would alter nearly every single state boundary in
North and Central Germany, deny the existence of Calvinism
and restore Catholicism in areas where it had not been a
significant presence for nearly a century. Well aware none of
the princes involved would agree, Ferdinand used the device of
an Imperial edict, once again asserting his right to alter laws
without consultation. This new assault on 'German liberties'
ensured continuing opposition and undermined his previous

SUCCESS.

Swedish intervention; 1630 to 1635

e Richelieu's policy was to 'arrest the course of
Spanish progress', and 'protect her neighbours from
Spanish oppression'. With French resources tied up
in Italy, he helped negotiate the September 1629
Truce of Altmark between Sweden and Poland,
freeing Gustavus Adolphus to enter the war. Partly a
genuine desire to support his Protestant co-
religionists, like Christian he also wanted to

maximise his share of the Baltic trade that provided
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much of Sweden's income. Using Stralsund as a
bridgehead, in June 1630 nearly 18,000 Swedish
troops landed in the Duchy of Pomerania. At the
same time, Gustavus signed an alliance with
Bogislaw XIV, Duke of Pomerania, securing his
interests in Pomerania against the Catholic Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, another Baltic
competitor linked to Ferdinand by family and
religion. As a result, the Poles turned their attention

to Russia and into the 1632 to 1634 Smolensk War.

Swedish expectations of widespread German support proved
unrealistic and by the end of 1630, their only new ally was the
city of Magdeburg, which was besieged by Tilly. Despite the
devastation inflicted on their territories by Imperial soldiers,
both Saxony and Brandenburg had their own ambitions in
Pomerania, which clashed with those of Gustavus; previous
experience also showed inviting external powers into the

Empire was easier than getting them to leave.

Once again Richelieu used French financial power to reconcile
these differences; the 1631 Treaty of Barwalde provided funds
for the Swedes and their Protestant allies, including Saxony

and Brandenburg.

These payments amounted to 400,000 Reichstaler, or one
million livres, per year, plus an additional 120,000
Reichstalers for 1630. Though less than 2% of the total French
state budget, it constituted over 25% of the Swedish budget
and allowed Gustavus to support an army of 36,000. He won
major victories at Breitenfeld in September 1631, then Rain in

April 1632, where Tilly was killed.
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After Tilly's death, Ferdinand turned once again to
Wallenstein; knowing Gustavus was overextended, he marched
into Franconia and established himself at Furth, threatening

Swedish supply lines.

The largest battle of the war took place in late August, when
an assault on the Imperial camp outside the town was bloodily
repulsed, arguably the greatest blunder committed by
Gustavus during his German campaign. Two months later, the
Swedes and Imperialists met at Liitzen, both sides suffering
heavy casualties with some Swedish units incurring losses of
over 60%. Fighting continued until dusk when Wallenstein lost
his nerve and retreated, abandoning his artillery and wounded.
Although Gustavus was among the dead, this allowed the
Swedes to claim victory, although the result continues to be

disputed.

As was frequently the case, the Imperialists lost more men to
desertion during the retreat than in the battle itself, while the
Swedes captured their baggage train and supplies along with

twenty-four heavy guns.

The combination impacted Wallenstein's prestige while
providing an opportunity for those Imperial advisors who
feared he had become too powerful. In April 1633, the Swedes
and their German allies formed the Heilbronn League and
backed by French subsidies, the coalition defeated an Imperial
army under von Gronsfeld at Oldendorf in July. Wallenstein's
refusal to support him and rumours he was preparing to switch
sides led to Ferdinand issuing orders for his arrest in February
1634. On 25th, he was assassinated by one of his own officers
in Cheb.
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Phase II; France joins the war 1635
to 1648

However, defeat at Nordlingen in September 1634 and the
defection of their German allies threatened Swedish
participation and led to direct French intervention. As well as
agreeing new Swedish subsidies, Richelieu hired mercenaries
led by Bernhard of Saxe-Weimar for an offensive in the
Rhineland and in May 1635 declared war on Spain, beginning
the Franco-Spanish War. A few days later, Ferdinand agreed
the Peace of Prague with the German states; he withdrew the
Edict while the Heilbronn and Catholic Leagues were replaced
by a single Imperial army, although Saxony and Bavaria
retained control of their own forces. This is generally seen as
the point when the conflict ceased to be primarily a German

civil war.

After invading the Spanish Netherlands in May 1635, the
poorly equipped French army collapsed, suffering 17,000
casualties from disease and desertion. A Spanish offensive in
1636 reached Corbie in Northern France; although it caused
panic in Paris, lack of supplies forced them to retreat, and it
was not repeated. In the March 1636 Treaty of Wismar, France
formally joined the Thirty Years War in alliance with Sweden; a
Swedish army under Johan Banér entered Brandenburg and re-
established their position in North-East Germany at Wittstock
on 4 October 1636.

Ferdinand II died in February 1637 and was succeeded by his
son Ferdinand III, who faced a deteriorating military position.

In March 1638, Bernhard destroyed an Imperial army at
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Rheinfelden, while his capture of Breisach in December
secured French control of Alsace and severed the Spanish
Road. In October, von Hatzfeldt defeated a Swedish-English-
Palatine force at Vlotho but the main Imperial army under
Matthias Gallas abandoned North-East Germany to the Swedes,
unable to sustain itself in the devastated area. Banér defeated
the Saxons at Chemnitz in April 1639, then entered Bohemia in
May. Ferdinand was forced to divert Piccolomini's army from
Thionville, effectively ending direct military cooperation with

Spain.

Pressure grew on Spanish minister Olivares to make peace,
especially after attempts to hire Polish auxiliaries proved
unsuccessful. Cutting the Spanish Road had forced Madrid to
resupply their armies in Flanders by sea and in October 1639 a
large Spanish convoy was destroyed at the Battle of the Downs.
Dutch attacks on their possessions in Africa and the Americas
caused unrest in Portugal, then part of the Spanish Empire
and combined with heavy taxes caused revolts in both Portugal
and Catalonia. After the French captured Arras in August 1640
and overran Artois, Olivares argued it was time to accept
Dutch independence and prevent further losses in Flanders.
The Empire remained a formidable power but could no longer

subsidise Ferdinand, impacting his ability to continue the war.

Despite the death of Bernhard, over the next two years the
Franco-Swedish alliance won a series of battles in Germany,
including Wolfenbuttel in June 1641 and Kempen in January
1642. At Second Breitenfeld in October 1642, Lennart
Torstenson inflicted almost 10,000 casualties on an Imperial
army led by Archduke Leopold Wilhelm of Austria. The Swedes

captured Leipzig in December, giving them a significant new
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base in Germany, and although they failed to take Freiberg in
February 1643, the Saxon army was reduced to a few

garrisons.

While he accepted military victory was no longer possible,
Ferdinand hoped to restrict peace negotiations to members of
the Empire, excluding France and Sweden. Richelieu died in
December 1642, followed by Louis XIII on 14 May 1643, leaving
the five-year-old Louis XIV as king. His successor Cardinal
Mazarin continued the same general policy, while French gains
in Alsace allowed him to re-focus on the war against Spain in
the Netherlands. On 19 May, Condé won a famous victory over
the Spanish at Rocroi, although it was less decisive than often

assumed.

By now, the devastation inflicted by 25 years of warfare meant
all armies spent more time foraging than fighting. This forced
them to become smaller and more mobile, with a greater
emphasis on cavalry, shortened the campaigning seasons and
restricted them to main supply lines. The French also had to
rebuild their army in Germany after it was shattered by an
Imperial-Bavarian force led by Franz von Mercy at Tuttlingen

in November.

Three weeks after Rocroi, Ferdinand invited Sweden and
France to attend peace negotiations in the Westphalian towns
of Munster and Osnabrick, but talks were delayed when
Christian of Denmark blockaded Hamburg and increased toll
payments in the Baltic. This severely impacted the Dutch and
Swedish economies and in December 1643 the Swedes began
the Torstenson War by invading Jutland, with the Dutch

providing naval support. Ferdinand pulled together an Imperial
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army under Gallas to attack the Swedes from the rear, which
proved a disastrous decision. Leaving Wrangel to finish the war
in Denmark, in May 1644 Torstenson marched into the Empire;
Gallas was unable to stop him, while the Danes sued for peace

after their defeat at Fehmarn in October 1644.

Ferdinand restarted peace talks in November, but his position
worsened when Gallas' army disintegrated; the remnants
retreated into Bohemia, where they were scattered by
Torstenson at Jankau in March 1645. In May, a Bavarian force
under von Mercy destroyed a French detachment at
Herbsthausen, before he was defeated and killed at Second
Nordlingen in August. With Ferdinand unable to help, John
George of Saxony signed a six-month truce with Sweden in
September, followed by the March 1646 Treaty of Eulenberg in

which he agreed to remain neutral until the end of the war.

This allowed the Swedes, now led by Wrangel, to put pressure
on the peace talks by devastating first Westphalia, then
Bavaria; by the autumn of 1646, Maximilian was desperate to

end the war he was largely responsible for starting.

At this point, Olivares publicised secret discussions initiated
by Mazarin in early 1646, in which he offered to exchange
Catalonia for the Spanish Netherlands; angered by what they
viewed as betrayal and concerned by French ambitions in
Flanders, the Dutch agreed a truce with Spain in January
1647. Seeking to release French troops and prevent further
Swedish gains by neutralising Bavaria, Mazarin negotiated the
Truce of Ulm, signed on 14 March 1647 by Bavaria, Cologne,

France, and Sweden.
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Turenne, French commander in the Rhineland, was ordered to
attack the Spanish Netherlands but the plan fell apart when
his mostly German troops mutinied. Bavarian general Johann
von Werth declared his loyalty to the Emperor and refused to
comply with the truce, forcing Maximilian to do the same. In
September, he ordered his army under Bronckhorst-Gronsfeld
to link up with the Imperial commander von Holzappel.
Outnumbered by a Franco-Swedish army under Wrangel and
Turenne, they were defeated at Zusmarshausen in May 1648,
while von Holzappel was killed. Montecuccoli's rearguard
action saved most of his troops but their further retreat

allowed Wrangel and Turenne to devastate Bavaria again.

The Swedes sent a second force under Kénigsmarck to attack
Prague, seizing the castle and MalaStrana district in July. The
main objective was to gain as much loot as possible before the
war ended; they failed to take the Old Town but captured the
Imperial library, along with treasures including the Codex
Gigas, now in Stockholm. On 5 November, news arrived that
Ferdinand had signed peace treaties with France and Sweden

on 24 October, ending the war.

The conflict outside Germany

Northern Italy

Northern Italy had been contested by France and the
Habsburgs for centuries, since it was vital for control of South-
West France, an area with a long history of opposition to the
central authorities. While Spain remained the dominant power

in Italy, its reliance on long exterior lines of communication
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was a potential weakness, especially the Spanish Road; this
overland route allowed them to move recruits and supplies
from the Kingdom of Naples through Lombardy to their army in
Flanders. The French sought to disrupt the Road by attacking
the Spanish-held Duchy of Milan or blocking the Alpine passes

through alliances with the Grisons.

A subsidiary territory of the Duchy of Mantua was Montferrat
and its fortress of Casale Monferrato, whose possession
allowed the holder to threaten Milan. Its importance meant
when the last duke in the direct line died in December 1627,
France and Spain backed rival claimants, resulting in the 1628
to 1631 War of the Mantuan Succession. The French-born
Duke of Nevers was backed by France and the Republic of
Venice, his rival the Duke of Guastalla by Spain, Ferdinand II,
Savoy and Tuscany. This minor conflict had a disproportionate
impact on the Thirty Years War, since Pope Urban VIII viewed
Habsburg expansion in Italy as a threat to the Papal States.
The result was to divide the Catholic church, alienate the Pope
from Ferdinand II and make it acceptable for France to employ

Protestant allies against him.

In March 1629, the French stormed Savoyard positions in the
Pas de Suse, lifted the Spanish siege of Casale and captured
Pinerolo. The Treaty of Suza then ceded the two fortresses to
France and allowed their troops unrestricted passage through
Savoyard territory, giving them control over Piedmont and the
Alpine passes into Southern France. However, as soon as the
main French army withdrew in late 1629, the Spanish and
Savoyards besieged Casale once again, while Ferdinand II
provided German mercenaries to support a Spanish offensive

which routed the main Venetian field army and forced Nevers
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to abandon Mantua. By October 1630, the French position
seemed so precarious their representatives agreed the Treaty of
Ratisbon but since the terms effectively destroyed Richelieu's

policy of opposing Habsburg expansion, it was never ratified.

Several factors restored the French position in Northern Italy,
notably a devastating outbreak of plague; between 1629 to
1631, over 60,000 died in Milan and 46,000 in Venice, with
proportionate losses elsewhere. Richelieu took advantage of the
diversion of Imperial resources from Germany to fund a
Swedish invasion, whose success forced the Spanish-Savoyard
alliance to withdraw from Casale and sign the Treaty of

Cherasco in April 1631.

Nevers was confirmed as Duke of Mantua and although
Richelieu's representative, Cardinal Mazarin, agreed to
evacuate Pinerolo, it was later secretly returned under an
agreement with Victor Amadeus I, Duke of Savoy. With the
exception of the 1639 to 1642 Piedmontese Civil War, this
secured the French position in Northern Italy for the next

twenty years.

After the outbreak of the Franco-Spanish War in 1635,
Richelieu supported a renewed offensive by Victor Amadeus
against Milan to tie down Spanish resources. These included
an unsuccessful attack on Valenza in 1635, plus minor
victories at Tornavento and Mombaldone. However, the anti-
Habsburg alliance in Northern Italy fell apart when first
Charles of Mantua died in September 1637, then Victor
Amadeus in October, whose death led to a struggle for control
of the Savoyard state between his widow Christine of France

and brothers, Thomas and Maurice.

169



The Reformation: 1500-1650

In 1639, their quarrel erupted into open warfare, with France
backing Christine and Spain the two brothers, and resulted in
the Siege of Turin. One of the most famous military events of
the 17th century, at one stage it featured no less than three
different armies besieging each other. However, the revolts in
Portugal and Catalonia forced the Spanish to cease operations
in Italy and the war was settled on terms favourable to

Christine and France.

In 1647, a French-backed rebellion succeeded in temporarily
overthrowing Spanish rule in Naples. The Spanish quickly
crushed the insurrection and restored their rule over all of
southern Italy, defeating multiple French expeditionary forces
sent to back the rebels. However, it exposed the weakness of
Spanish rule in Italy and the alienation of the local elites from
Madrid; in 1650, the governor of Milan wrote that as well as
widespread dissatisfaction in the south, the only one of the

Italian states that could be relied on was the Duchy of Parma.
Catalonia; Reapers' War

Throughout the 1630s, attempts to increase taxes to pay for
the costs of the war in the Netherlands led to protests
throughout Spanish territories; in 1640, these erupted into
open revolts in Portugal and Catalonia, supported by Richelieu
as part of his 'war by diversion'. Prompted by France, the
rebels proclaimed the Catalan Republic in January 1641. The
Madrid government quickly assembled an army of 26,000 men
to crush the revolt, and on 23 January, they defeated the
Catalans at Martorell. The French now persuaded the Catalan
Courts to recognise Louis XIII as Count of Barcelona, and ruler

of the Principality of Catalonia.
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Three days later, a combined French-Catalan force defeated the
Spanish at Montjuic, a victory which secured Barcelona.
However, the rebels soon found the new French administration
differed little from the old, turning the war into a three-sided
contest between the Franco-Catalan elite, the rural peasantry,
and the Spanish. There was little serious fighting after France
took control of Perpignan and Roussillon, establishing the
modern Franco-Spanish border in the Pyrenees. In 1651, Spain

recaptured Barcelona, ending the revolt.
Outside Europe

In 1580, Philip II of Spain became ruler of the Portuguese
Empire; long-standing commercial rivals, the 1602 to 1663
Dutch-Portuguese War was an offshoot of the Dutch fight for
independence from Spain. The Portuguese dominated the
trans-Atlantic economy known as the Triangular trade, in
which slaves were transported from West Africa and Portuguese
Angola to work on plantations in Portuguese Brazil, which
exported sugar and tobacco to Europe. Known by Dutch
historians as the 'Great Design", control of this trade would
not only be extremely profitable but also deprive the Spanish of

funds needed to finance their war in the Netherlands.

The Dutch West India Company was formed in 1621 to achieve
this purpose and a Dutch fleet captured the Brazilian port of
Salvador, Bahia in 1624. After it was retaken by the
Portuguese in 1625, a second fleet established Dutch Brazil in
1630, which was not returned until 1654. The second part was
seizing slave trading hubs in Africa, chiefly Angola and Sao

Tomé; supported by the Kingdom of Kongo, whose position was
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threatened by Portuguese expansion, the Dutch successfully

occupied both in 1641.

Spain's inability or unwillingness to provide protection against
these attacks increased Portuguese resentment and were major
factors in the outbreak of the Portuguese Restoration War in
1640. Although ultimately expelled from Brazil, Angola and Sao
Tomé, the Dutch retained the Cape of Good Hope, as well as
Portuguese trading posts in Malacca, the Malabar Coast, the

Moluccas and Ceylon.
Peace of Westphalia (1648)

Preliminary discussions began in 1642 but only became
serious in 1646; a total of 109 delegations attended at one time
or other, with talks split between Munster and Osnabrtiick. The
Swedes rejected a proposal that Christian of Denmark act as
mediator, with Papal LegateFabio Chigi and the Venetian
Republic appointed instead. The Peace of Westphalia consisted
of three separate agreements; the Peace of Munster between
Spain and the Dutch Republic, the treaty of Osnabriick
between the Empire and Sweden, plus the treaty of Munster

between the Empire and France.

The Peace of Munster was the first to be signed on 30 January
1648; it was part of the Westphalia settlement because the
Dutch Republic was still technically part of the Spanish
Netherlands and thus Imperial territory. The treaty confirmed
Dutch independence, although the Imperial Diet did not
formally accept that it was no longer part of the Empire until
1728. The Dutch were also given a monopoly over trade

conducted through the Scheldt estuary, confirming the
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commercial ascendancy of Amsterdam; Antwerp, capital of the
Spanish Netherlands and previously the most important port in
Northern Europe, would not recover until the late 19th

century.

Negotiations with France and Sweden were conducted in
conjunction with the Imperial Diet, and were multi-sided
discussions involving many of the German states. This resulted
in the treaties of Minster and Osnabriick, making peace with
France and Sweden respectively. Ferdinand resisted signing
until the last possible moment, doing so on 24 October only
after a crushing French victory over Spain at Lens, and with

Swedish troops on the verge of taking Prague.

The treaties can be seen as a "major turning point in German
and European...legal history", because they went beyond
normal peace settlements and effected major constitutional
and religious changes to the Empire itself. Ferdinand accepted
the supremacy of the Imperial Diet and its legal institutions,
reconfirmed the Augsburg settlement, and recognised
Calvinism as a third religion. In addition, Christians residing
in states where they were a minority, such as Catholics living
under a Lutheran ruler, were guaranteed freedom of worship
and equality before the law. Brandenburg-Prussia received
Farther Pomerania, and the bishoprics of Magdeburg,
Halberstadt, Kammin, and Minden. Frederick's son Charles
Louis regained the Lower Palatinate and became the eighth
Imperial elector, although Bavaria kept the Upper Palatinate

and its electoral vote.

Externally, the treaties formally acknowledged the
independence of the Dutch Republic and the Swiss
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Confederacy, effectively autonomous since 1499. In Lorraine,
the Three Bishoprics of Metz, Toul and Verdun, occupied by
France since 1552, were formally ceded, as were the cities of
the Décapole in Alsace, with the exception of Strasbourg and
Mulhouse. Sweden received an indemnity of five million
thalers, the Imperial territories of Swedish Pomerania, and
Prince-bishoprics of Bremen and Verden; this gave them a seat

in the Imperial Diet.

The Peace was later denounced by Pope Innocent X, who
regarded the bishoprics ceded to France and Brandenburg as
property of the Catholic church, and thus his to assign. It also
disappointed many exiles by accepting Catholicism as the
dominant religion in Bohemia, Upper and Lower Austria, all of
which were Protestant strongholds prior to 1618. Fighting did
not end immediately, since demobilising over 200,000 soldiers
was a complex business, and the last Swedish garrison did not

leave Germany until 1654.

The settlement failed to achieve its stated intention of
achieving a 'universal peace'. Mazarin insisted on excluding
the Burgundian Circle from the treaty of Miunster, allowing
France to continue its campaign against Spain in the Low
Countries, a war that continued until the 1659 Treaty of the
Pyrenees. The  political disintegration of the Polish
commonwealth led to the 1655 to 1660 Second Northern War
with Sweden, which also involved Denmark, Russia and
Brandenburg, while two Swedish attempts to impose its control

on the port of Bremen failed in 1654 and 1666.

It has been argued the Peace established the principle known

as Westphalian sovereignty, the idea of non-interference in
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domestic affairs by outside powers, although this has since
been challenged. The process, or 'Congress' model, was
adopted for negotiations at Aix-la-Chapelle in 1668, Nijmegen
in 1678, and Ryswick in 1697; unlike the 19th century
'Congress' system, these were to end wars, rather than prevent
them, so references to the 'balance of power' can be

misleading.
Human and financial cost of the war

Historians often refer to the 'General Crisis' of the mid-17th
century, a period of sustained conflict in states such as China,
the British Isles, Tsarist Russia and the Holy Roman Empire.
In all these areas, war, famine and disease inflicted severe
losses on local populations. While the Thirty Years War ranks
as one of the worst of these events, precise numbers are
disputed; 19th century nationalists often increased them to

illustrate the dangers of a divided Germany.

By modern standards, the number of soldiers involved was
relatively low but the conflict has been described as one of the
greatest medical catastrophes in history. Battles generally
featured armies of around 13,000 to 20,000 each, the largest
being AlteVeste in 1632 with a combined 70,000 to 85,000.
Estimates of the total deployed by both sides within Germany
range from an average of 80,000 to 100,000 from 1618-1626,
peaking at 250,000 in 1632 and falling to under 160,000 by
1648.

Until the mid-19th century, most soldiers died of disease;
historian Peter Wilson, aggregating figures from known battles

and sieges, gives a figure for those either killed or wounded in
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combat as around 450,000. Since experience shows two to
three times that number either died or were incapacitated by
disease, that would suggest total military casualties ranged
from 1.3 to 1.8 million dead or otherwise rendered unfit for
service. One estimate by Pitirim Sorokin calculates an upper
limit of 2,071,000 military casualties, although his
methodology has been widely disputed by others. In general,
historians agree the war was an unprecedented mortality
disaster and the vast majority of casualties, whether civilian or

military, took place after Swedish intervention in 1630.

Based on local records, military action accounted for less than
3% of civilian deaths; the major causes were starvation (12%),
bubonic plague (64%), typhus (4%), and dysentery (5%).
Although regular outbreaks of disease were common for
decades prior to 1618, the conflict greatly accelerated their
spread. This was due to the influx of soldiers from foreign
countries, the shifting locations of battle fronts, as well as the
displacement of rural populations into already crowded cities.
Poor harvests throughout the 1630s and repeated plundering
of the same areas led to widespread famine; contemporaries
record people eating grass, or too weak to accept alms, while

instances of cannibalism were common.

The modern consensus is the population of the Holy Roman
Empire declined from 18-20 million in 1600 to 11-13 million in
1650, and did not regain pre-war levels until 1750. Nearly 50%
of these losses appear to have been incurred during the first
period of Swedish intervention from 1630 to 1635. The high
mortality rate compared to the Wars of the Three Kingdoms in
Britain may partly be due to the reliance of all sides on foreign

mercenaries, often unpaid and required to live off the land.
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Lack of a sense of 'shared community' resulted in atrocities
such as the destruction of Magdeburg, in turn creating large
numbers of refugees who were extremely susceptible to
sickness and hunger. While flight saved lives in the short-term,

in the long run it often proved catastrophic.

In 1940, agrarian historian Gunther Franz published Der
Dreissigjahrige Krieg und das Deutsche Volk, a detailed
analysis of regional data from across Germany, broadly

confirmed by more recent work.

He concluded "about 40% of the rural population fell victim to
the war and epidemics; in the cities,...33%". There were wide
regional variations; in the Duchy of Wirttemberg, the number
of inhabitants fell by nearly 60%. These figures can be
misleading, since Franz calculated the absolute decline in pre
and post-war populations, or 'total demographic loss'. They
therefore include factors unrelated to death or disease, such as
permanent migration to areas outside the Empire or lower
birthrates, a common but less obvious impact of extended

warfare.

Although some towns may have overstated their losses to avoid
taxes, individual records confirm serious declines; from 1620
to 1650, the population of Munich fell from 22,000 to 17,000,
that of Augsburg from 48,000 to 21,000. The financial impact
is less clear; while the war caused short-term economic
dislocation, overall it accelerated existing changes in trading
patterns. It does not appear to have reversed ongoing macro-
economic trends, such as the reduction of price differentials
between regional markets, and a greater degree of market

integration across Europe. The death toll may have improved
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living standards for the survivors; one study shows wages in
Germany increased by 40% in real terms between 1603 and
1652.

Social impact

The breakdown of social order caused by the war was often
more significant and longer lasting than the immediate
damage. The collapse of local government created landless
peasants, who banded together to protect themselves from the
soldiers of both sides, and led to widespread rebellions in
Upper Austria, Bavaria and Brandenburg. Soldiers devastated
one area before moving on, leaving large tracts of land empty of
people and changing the eco-system. Food shortages were
worsened by an explosion in the rodent population; Bavaria
was overrun by wolves in the winter of 1638, its crops

destroyed by packs of wild pigs the following spring.

Contemporaries spoke of a 'frenzy of despair' as people sought
to make sense of the turmoil and hardship unleashed by the
war. Their attribution by some to supernatural causes led to a
series of Witch-hunts, beginning in Franconia in 1626 and
quickly spreading to other parts of Germany, which were often
exploited for political purposes. They originated in the
Bishopric of Wiirzburg, an area with a history of such events
going back to 1616 and now re-ignited by Bishop von
Ehrenberg, a devout Catholic eager to assert the church's
authority in his territories. By the time he died in 1631, over

900 people from all levels of society had been executed.

At the same time, Prince-BishopdJohann von Dornheim held a

similar series of large-scale witch trials in the nearby
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Bishopric of Bamberg. A specially designed Malefizhaus, or
'crime house', was erected containing a torture chamber,
whose walls were adorned with Bible verses, where the accused
were interrogated. These trials lasted five years and claimed
over one thousand lives, including long-time Biirgermeister, or
Mayor, Johannes Junius, and Dorothea Flock, second wife of
Georg Heinrich Flock, whose first wife had also been executed
for witchcraft in May 1628. During 1629, another 274
suspected witches were killed in the Bishopric of Eichstatt,

plus another 50 in the adjacent Duchy of Palatinate-Neuburg.

Elsewhere, persecution followed Imperial military success,
expanding into Baden and the Palatinate following their
reconquest by Tilly, then into the Rhineland. Mainz and Trier
also witnessed the mass killing of suspected witches, as did
Cologne, where Ferdinand of Bavaria presided over a
particularly infamous series of witchcraft trials, including that
of Katharina Henot, who was executed in 1627. In 2012, she
and other victims were officially exonerated by the Cologne

City Council.

The extent to which these witch-hunts were symptomatic of the
impact of the conflict on society is debatable, since many took
place in areas relatively untouched by the war. Ferdinand and
his advisors were concerned the brutality of the Wirzburg and
Bamberg trials would discredit the Counter-Reformation, and
active persecution largely ended by 1630. A scathing
condemnation of the trials, CautioCriminalis, was written by
professor and poet Friedrich Spee, himself a Jesuit and former
"witch confessor". This influential work was later credited with
ending the practice in Germany, and eventually throughout

Europe.
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Political consequences

The Peace reconfirmed "German liberties", ending Habsburg
attempts to convert the Holy Roman Empire into a more
centralised state similar to Spain. Over the next 50 years,
Bavaria, Brandenburg-Prussia, Saxony and others increasingly
pursued their own policies, while Sweden gained a permanent
foothold in the Empire. Despite these setbacks, the Habsburg
lands suffered less from the war than many others and became
a far more coherent bloc with the absorption of Bohemia, and

restoration of Catholicism throughout their territories.

By laying the foundations of the modern nation state,
Westphalia changed the relationship between subjects and
their rulers. Previously, many had overlapping, sometimes
conflicting political and religious allegiances; they were now
understood to be subject first and foremost to the laws and
edicts of their respective state authority, not the claims of any
other entity, religious or secular. This made it easier to levy
national forces of significant size, loyal to their state and its
leader; one lesson learned from Wallenstein and the Swedish
invasion was the need for their own permanent armies, and

Germany as a whole became a far more militarised society.

The benefits of Westphalia for the Swedes proved short-lived.
Unlike French gains which were incorporated into France,
Swedish territories remained part of the Empire, and they
became members of the Lower and Upper Saxon kreis. While
this gave them seats in the Imperial Diet, it also brought them
conflict with both Brandenburg-Prussia and Saxony, who were
competitors in Pomerania. The income from their imperial

possessions remained in Germany and did not benefit the

180



The Reformation: 1500-1650

kingdom of Sweden; although they retained Swedish Pomerania

until 1815, much of it was ceded to Prussia in 1679 and 1720.

France arguably gained more from the Thirty Years' War than
any other power; by 1648, most of Richelieu's objectives had
been achieved. These included separation of the Spanish and
Austrian Habsburgs, expansion of the French frontier into the
Empire, and an end to Spanish military supremacy in Northern
Europe. Although the Franco-Spanish conflict continued until
1659, Westphalia allowed Louis XIV of France to begin

replacing Spain as the predominant European power.

While differences over religion remained an issue throughout
the 17th century, it was the last major war in Continental
Europe in which it can be said to be a primary driver; later
conflicts were either internal, such as the Camisards revolt in
South-Western France, or relatively minor like the 1712
Toggenburg War. It created the outlines of a Europe that
persisted until 1815 and beyond; the nation-state of France,
the beginnings of a unified Germany and separate Austro-
Hungarian bloc, a diminished but still significant Spain,
independent smaller states like Denmark, Sweden and
Switzerland, along with a Low Countries split between the

Dutch Republic and what became Belgium in 1830.
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Chapter 5

History of Lutheranism: The Start

of the Reformation

Lutheranism as a religious movement originated in the early
16th century Holy Roman Empire as an attempt to reform the
Roman Catholic Church. The movement originated with the call
for a public debate regarding several issues within the Catholic
Church by Martin Luther, then a professor of Bible at the
young University of Wittenberg. Lutheranism soon became a
wider religious and political movement within the Holy Roman
Empire owing to support from key electors and the widespread
adoption of the printing press. This movement soon spread
throughout northern Europe and became the driving force
behind the wider Protestant Reformation. Today, Lutheranism

has spread from Europe to all six populated continents.
Roots of Reformation (15th century)

The 15th century saw many changes in European society, each
of which can be attributed as a contributor to the academic
and political climate that allowed for the spread of the

Lutheran movement.

Societal upheaval in Europe

At the beginning of the 16th century, the European continent
had seen vast changes in the ordering of society and culture in

the last 200 years. The dramatic loss of population due to the
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Black Death had created new economic opportunities and
mobility among the lower classes of society. New technologies
came about to address labor shortages and the need to
increase productivity, which in turn created new classes of
society to support manufacture and trade. Hans Luther, the
father of Martin Luther, was a member of this new middle
class. Hans Luther made a living leasing and operating copper
mines and smelters. The Luther family enjoyed enough income
and social status that it was possible for Hans to envision a

university education and career as a lawyer for his son.

The 14th century had also produced upheaval in the Roman
Catholic Church with the resolution of the Western Schism in
the early part of the century, the controversies surrounding
the papacies of the Renaissance era and new pressures
brought by the invasions of Christendom by the burgeoning

Ottoman Empire.
Spread of literacy

The spread of books and higher education had an obvious
impact on the Lutheran reformers. The Gutenberg Bible was
first printed in 1455, with subsequent editions of the Bible and
other books quickly becoming available in wider distribution
than ever before. Along with the spread of the book,
universities were becoming the centers of a new academic
culture that existed outside of the immediate control of the
Roman Catholic Church. In 1502, Frederick III, Elector of
Saxony, founded the University of Wittenberg, a university that
would house a young Augustinian monk as a "Professor of

Bible" named Martin Luther.
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The start of the Reformation

In 1516-17, Johann Tetzel, a Dominican f{riar and papal
commissioner for indulgences, was sent to Germany by the
Roman Catholic Church to sell indulgences to raise money to

rebuild St Peter's Basilica in Rome.

On 31 October 1517, Luther wrote to Albrecht, Archbishop of
Mainz and Magdeburg, protesting the sale of indulgences. He
enclosed in his letter a copy of his "Disputation of Martin

Al

Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” which came
to be known as the Ninety-five Theses. Hans Hillerbrand writes
that Luther had no intention of confronting the church, but
saw his disputation as a scholarly objection to church
practices, and the tone of the writing is accordingly "searching,
rather than doctrinaire." Hillerbrand writes that there is
nevertheless an undercurrent of challenge in several of the
theses, particularly in Thesis 86, which asks: "Why does the
pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the

richest Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with the money

of poor believers rather than with his own money?"

Luther objected to a saying attributed to Johann Tetzel that
"As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from
purgatory springs," insisting that, since forgiveness was God's
alone to grant, those who claimed that indulgences absolved
buyers from all punishments and granted them salvation were
in error. Christians, he said, must not slacken in following

Christ on account of such false assurances.

According to Philipp Melanchthon, writing in 1546, Luther
nailed a copy of the Ninety-five Theses to the door of the Castle
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Church in Wittenberg that same day—church doors acting as
the bulletin boards of his time—an event now seen as sparking
the Protestant Reformation, and celebrated each year on 31

October as Reformation Day.

Some scholars have questioned the accuracy of Melanchthon's
account, noting that no contemporaneous evidence exists for
it. Others have countered that no such evidence is necessary,
because this was the customary way of advertising an event on

a university campus in Luther's day.

The Ninety-five Theses were quickly translated from Latin into
German, printed, and widely copied, making the controversy
one of the first in history to be aided by the printing press.
Within two weeks, the theses had spread throughout Germany;

within two months throughout Europe.

Justification by faith

From 1510 to 1520, Luther lectured on the Psalms, the books
of Hebrews, Romans, and Galatians. As he studied these
portions of the Bible, he came to view the use of terms such as
penance and righteousness by the Roman Catholic Church in

new ways.

He became convinced that the church was corrupt in its ways
and had lost sight of what he saw as several of the central
truths of Christianity, the most important of which, for Luther,
was the doctrine of justification—God's act of declaring a
sinner righteous—by faith alone through God's grace. He began
to teach that salvation or redemption is a gift of God's grace,
attainable only through faith in Jesus as the messiah. "This

one and firm rock, which we call the doctrine of justification,"
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he wrote, "is the chief article of the whole Christian doctrine,

which comprehends the understanding of all godliness".

Luther came to understand justification as entirely the work of
God. Against the teaching of his day that the righteous acts of
believers are performed in cooperation with God, Luther wrote
that Christians receive such righteousness entirely f{rom
outside themselves; that righteousness not only comes from
Christ but actually is the righteousness of Christ, imputed to
Christians (rather than infused into them) through faith. "That
is why faith alone makes someone just and fulfills the law," he
wrote. "Faith is that which brings the Holy Spirit through the
merits of Christ." Faith, for Luther, was a gift from God. He
explained his concept of "justification" in the Smalcald

Articles:

The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our God and
Lord, died for our sins and was raised again for our
justification (Romans 3:24-25). He alone is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29), and God has
laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6).

All have sinned and are justified freely, without their own
works and merits, by His grace, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23-25). This is

necessary to believe.

This cannot be otherwise acquired or grasped by any work, law
or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that this faith alone
justifies us ... Nothing of this article can be yielded or
surrendered, even though heaven and earth and everything

else falls (Mark 13:31).
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Response of the papacy

Widening breach

Luther's writings circulated widely, reaching France, England,
and Italy as early as 1519, and students thronged to
Wittenberg to hear him speak. He published a short
commentary on Galatians and his Work on the Psalms. At the
same time, he received deputations from Italy and from the
Utraquists of Bohemia; Ulrich von Hutten and Franz von

Sickingen offered to place Luther under their protection.

This early portion of Luther's career was one of his most
creative and productive. Three of his best known works were
published in 1520: To the Christian Nobility of the German
Nation, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, and On the

Freedom of a Christian.

Finally on 30 May 1518, when the Pope demanded an
explanation, Luther wrote a summary and explanation of his
theses to the Pope. While the Pope may have conceded some of
the points, he did not like the challenge to his authority so he
summoned Luther to Rome to answer these. At that point
Frederick the Wise, the Saxon Elector, intervened. He did not
want one of his subjects to be sent to Rome to be judged by the
Catholic clergy so he prevailed on the Holy Roman Emperor
Charles V, who needed Frederick's support, to arrange a

compromise.

An arrangement was effected, however, whereby that summons
was cancelled, and Luther went to Augsburg in October 1518

to meet the papal legate, Cardinal Thomas Cajetan. The
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argument was long but nothing was resolved. The Leipzig
Debate took place in June and July 1519 at Pleissenburg
Castle in Leipzig, Germany. Its purpose was to discuss Martin
Luther's teachings, and was initiated and conducted in the

presence of George, Duke of Saxony, an opponent of Luther.
Excommunication

On 15 June 1520, the Pope warned Luther with the papal bull
(edict) ExsurgeDomine that he risked excommunication unless
he recanted 41 sentences drawn from his writings, including

the Ninety-five Theses, within 60 days.

That autumn, Johann Eck proclaimed the bull in Meissen and
other towns. Karl von Miltitz, a papal nuncio, attempted to
broker a solution, but Luther, who had sent the Pope a copy of
On the Freedom of a Christian in October, publicly set fire to
the bull and decretals at Wittenberg on 10 December 1520, an
act he defended in Why the Pope and his Recent Book are

Burned and Assertions Concerning All Articles.

As a consequence, Luther was excommunicated by Leo X on 3

January 1521, in the bull DecetRomanumPontificem.

Exile

Diet of Worms

The enforcement of the ban on the 41 sentences fell to the
secular authorities. On 18 April 1521, Luther appeared as
ordered before the Diet of Worms. This was a general assembly

of the estates of the Holy Roman Empire that took place in
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Worms, a town on the Rhine. It was conducted from 28
January to 25 May 1521, with Emperor Charles V presiding.
Prince Frederick III, Elector of Saxony, obtained an agreement
that Luther would be promised safe passage to and from the

meeting.

Johann Eck, speaking on behalf of the Empire as assistant of
the Archbishop of Trier, presented Luther with copies of his
writings laid out on a table, and asked him if the books were
his, and whether he stood by their contents. He confirmed he
was the author, but requested time to think about the answer

to the second question.

He prayed, consulted friends, and gave his response the next
day: "Unless I shall be convinced by the testimonies of the
Scriptures or by clear reason ... I neither can nor will make
any retraction, since it is neither safe nor honourable to act

"

against conscience." He is also famously said to have added:
"Hiersteheich. Ichkannnichtanders. Gotthelfemir. Amen." ("Here I
stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen."). This
description of the declaration may be apocryphal, as only the

last four words appear in contemporaneous accounts.

Over the next five days, private conferences were held to
determine Luther's fate. The Emperor presented the final draft
of the Edict of Wormson May 25, 1521, declaring Luther an
outlaw, banning his literature, and requiring his arrest: "We
want him to be apprehended and punished as a notorious
heretic". It also made it a crime for anyone in Germany to give
Luther food or shelter. It permitted anyone to kill Luther

without legal consequence. The Edict was a divisive move that
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distressed more moderate men, in particular Desiderius

Erasmus.
Exile at Wartburg Castle

Luther's disappearance during his return trip was planned.
Frederick III, Elector of Saxony had him discreetly intercepted
on his way home by masked horsemen and escorted to the
security of the Wartburg Castle at Eisenach, where Luther grew
a beard and lived incognito for nearly eleven months,

pretending to be a knight called Junker Jérg.

During his stay at Wartburg (May 1521-March 1522), which he
referred to as "my Patmos", Luther translated the New
Testament from Greek into German, and poured out doctrinal
and polemical writings, including in October a renewed attack
on Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz, whom he shamed into halting
the sale of indulgences in his episcopates, and a "Refutation of
the argument of Latomus,” in which he expounded the
principle of justification to Jacobus Latomus, a philosopher
from Louvain. In a letter to Melanchthon of 1 August 1521, he
wrote: "[L]et your sins be strong, but let your trust in Christ be
stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin,
death, and the world. We will commit sins while we are here,

for this life is not a place where justice resides."

In On the Abrogation of the Private Mass, in the summer of
1521, Luther widened his target from individual pieties like
indulgences and pilgrimages to doctrines at the heart of
Church practices. His essay Concerning Confession rejected the
Roman Catholic Church's requirement of confession, although

he affirmed the value of private confession and absolution. In
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the introduction to his New Testament—published in
September 1522 and selling 5,000 copies in two months—he
explained that good works spring from faith; they do not

produce it.

In Wittenberg, Andreas Karlstadt, later supported by the ex-
Augustinian Gabriel Zwilling, enacted a divisive programme of
reform which exceeded anything envisaged by Luther and
provoked disturbances, including a revolt by the Augustinian
monks against their prior, the smashing of statues and images
in churches, and denunciations of the magistracy. After
secretly visiting Wittenberg in early December 1521, Luther
wrote A Sincere Admonition by Martin Luther to All Christians to
Guard Against Insurrection and Rebellion; but Wittenberg
became more volatile after Christmas when a band of visionary
zealots, the so-called Zwickau prophets, arrived preaching the
equality of man, adult baptism, Christ's imminent return, and
other revolutionary doctrines. Luther decided it was time to

act.

Return to Wittenberg

Around Christmas 1521, Anabaptists from Zwickau entered
Wittenberg and caused considerable civil unrest. Thoroughly
opposed to their radical views and fearful of their results,
Luther secretly returned to Wittenberg on March 6, 1522.
"During my absence,”" he wrote to the Elector, "Satan has
entered my sheepfold, and committed ravages which I cannot
repair by writing, but only by my personal presence and living

word."
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For eight days in Lent, beginning on 9 March, Invocavit
Sunday, and concluding the following Sunday, Luther preached
eight sermons, which became known as the "Invocavit
Sermons." In these sermons, he hammered home the primacy
of core Christian values such as love, patience, charity, and
freedom, and reminded the citizens to trust God's word rather

than violence to bring about necessary change:

Do you know what the Devil thinks when he sees men use
violence to propagate the gospel? He sits with folded arms
behind the fire of hell, and says with malignant looks and
frightful grin: "Ah, how wise these madmen are to play my
game! Let them go on; I shall reap the benefit. I delight in it."
But when he sees the Word running and contending alone on

the battle-field, then he shudders and shakes for fear.

In 1534, Michael the Deacon of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
travelled to Wittenberg to meet with Martin Luther, both of
whom agreed that the Lutheran Mass and that used by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church were in agreement with one

another.

In their discussion, Michael the Deacon also affirmed Luther's
Articles of the Christian Faith as a "good creed". Martin Luther
saw that the Ethiopian Orthodox Church practiced elements of
faith including "communion in both kind, vernacular
Scriptures, and married clergy" and these practices became
customary in the Lutheran Churches. For Lutherans, "the
Ethiopian Church conferred legitimacy on Luther’s emerging
Protestant vision of a church outside the authority of the
Roman Catholic papacy" as it was "an ancient church with

direct ties to the apostles".
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Political and religious conflict

What had started as a strictly theological and academic debate
had now turned into something of a social and political conflict
as well, pitting Luther, his German allies and Northern
European supporters against Charles V, France, the Italian
Pope, their territories and other allies. The conflict would erupt
into a religious war after Luther's death, fueled by the political
climate of the Holy Roman Empire and strong personalities on

both sides.

After the Diets of Nuremberg failed to accomplish the goal of
arresting Luther, in 1526, at the First Diet of Speyer it was
decided that until a General Council could meet and settle the
theological issues raised by Martin Luther, the Edict of Worms
would not be enforced and each Prince could decide if
Lutheran teachings and worship would be allowed in his
territories. In 1529, at the Second Diet of Speyer, the decision
the previous Diet of Speyer was reversed—despite the strong
protests of the Lutheran princes, free cities and some
Zwinglian territories. These states quickly became known as
Protestants. At first, this term Protestant was used politically
for the states that resisted the Edict of Worms. Over time,
however, this term came to be used for the religious
movements that opposed the Roman Catholic tradition in the

16th century.

Lutheranism would become known as a separate movement
after the 1530 Diet of Augsburg, which was convened by
Charles V to try to stop the growing Protestant movement. At
the Diet, Philipp Melanchthon presented a written summary of

Lutheran beliefs called the Augsburg Confession. Several of the
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German princes (and later, kings and princes of other
countries) signed the document to define "Lutheran"
territories. The Roman Catholic response to it was
ConfutatioAugustana, also at the 1530 Diet of Augsburg. In
response to the Confutatio, Philipp Melanchthon prepared the
Prima delineatio. Although this was rejected by the Emperor,
Melanchthon improved it as a private document until it was
signed at a meeting of the Schmalkaldic League as the 1537
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, but the Catholic side did
not respond to it until the 1545-63 Council of Trent.

In turn several Lutheran states led by Elector John Frederick I
of Saxony and LandgravePhilip I of Hesse met at the town of
Schmalkalden, where they established the Schmalkaldic
League in 1531. At first, the Nuremberg Religious Peace of
1532 granted religious liberty to members of the Schmalkaldic
League. During this time, Martin Luther used his political
influence to prevent war, but recognized the right of rulers to
defend their lands in the event of an invasion (see Luther's

concept of the Beerwolf ruler).

Martin Luther and the Reformation also brought a period of
radical change to church architecture and design. According to
the ideals of the Protestant reformation, the spoken word, the
sermon, should be central act in the church service. This
implied that the pulpit became the focal point of the church
interior and that churches should be designed to allow all to
hear and see the minister. The focus was on the preaching of
the Word, rather than a sacerdotal emphasis. Holy Communion
tables became wood to emphasize that Christ's sacrifice was
made once for all and were made more immediate to the

congregation to emphasize man's direct access to God through
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Christ. Therefore, catholic churches were redecorated when
they became reformed: Paintings and statues of saints were
removed and sometimes the altar table was placed in front of
the pulpit, as at Strasbourg Cathedral in 1524. The pews were
turned towards the pulpit. The first newly built Protestant
church was the court chapel of Neuburg Castle in 1543,
followed by the court chapel of Hartenfels Castle in Torgau,
consecrated by Martin Luther on 5 October 1544.

Luther died in 1546. In 1547, the Schmalkaldic War started
out as a battle between two Lutheran rulers, but soon, Holy
Roman Imperial forces joined the battle and conquered the
members of the Schmalkaldic League, oppressing and exiling
many Lutherans as they enforced the terms of the Augsburg
Interim until religious freedom was secured for Lutherans
through the Peace of Passau of 1552 and the Peace of
Augsburg of 1555.

Religious disputes between the Crypto-Calvinists, Philippists,
Sacramentarians, Ubiquitarians, and the Gnesio-Lutherans

raged within Lutheranism during a series of controversies
Concordia: doctrinal harmony

However, the Lutheran movement was far from defeated. In
1577, the next generation of Lutheran theologians gathered the
work of the previous generation to define the doctrine of the
persisting Lutheran church. This document is known as the
Formula of Concord. In 1580, it was published with the
Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession,
the Large and Small Catechisms of Martin Luther, the

Smalcald Articles and the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of
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the Pope. Together they were distributed in a volume entitled
The Book of Concord. This doctrinal standard replaced earlier,
incomplete collections of doctrine, unifying all German
Lutherans with identical doctrine and beginning the period of
Lutheran Orthodoxy. The Lutheran Church traditionally sees
itself as the "main trunk of the historical Christian Tree"
founded by Christ and the Apostles, holding that during the
Reformation, the Church of Rome fell away. As such, the
Augsburg Confession teaches that "the faith as confessed by
Luther and his followers is nothing new, but the true catholic
faith, and that their churches represent the true catholic or
universal church". When the Lutherans presented the Augsburg
Confession to Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, they explained
"that each article of faith and practice was true first of all to
Holy Scripture, and then also to the teaching of the church

fathers and the councils.”
Early Orthodoxy: 1580-1600

The Book of Concord gave inner unity to Lutheranism, which
had many controversies, mostly between Gnesio-Lutherans and
Philippists, in Roman Catholic outward pressure and in alleged
"crypto-Calvinistic" influence. Lutheran theology became more

stable in its theoretical definitions.
High Orthodoxy: 1600-1685

Lutheran scholasticism developed gradually, especially for the
purpose of arguing with the Jesuits, and it was finally
established by Johann Gerhard. Abraham Calovius represents
the climax of the scholastic paradigm in orthodox Lutheranism.

Other orthodox Lutheran theologians were e.g. Martin
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Chemnitz, AegidiusHunnius, Leonhard Hutter, Nicolaus
Hunnius, Jesper Rasmussen Brochmand, SalomoGlassius,
Johann Hulsemann, Johann Conrad Dannhauer, Johannes
Andreas Quenstedt, Johann Friedrich Koénig and Johann

Wilhelm Baier.

The theological heritage of Philip Melanchthon rose up again in
the Helmstedt School and especially in the theology of
GeorgiusCalixtus, which caused the Syncretistic Controversy.

Another theological issue was the Crypto-Kenotic Controversy.
Late Orthodoxy (1685-1730)

Generally, the 17th century was a more difficult time than the
earlier period of Reformation, due in part to the Thirty Years'
War. Finland suffered a severe famine in 1696-1697 as part of
what is now called the Little Ice Age, and almost one third of
the population died. This struggle to survive can often be seen

in hymns and devotional writings.

Late Orthodoxy was torn by influences from rationalism,
philosophy based on reason, and Pietism, a revival movement
in Lutheranism that sought to emphasise the importance of
personal devotion, morality, emotions, and the study of

Scripture.

After a century of vitality, the Pietist theologians Philipp
JakobSpener and August Hermann Francke warned that
Lutheran orthodoxy degenerated life-changing scriptural truth
into meaningless intellectualism and Formalism. Pietism
increased at the expense of orthodoxy, but their emphasis on
personal morality and sanctification came at the expense of

teaching the doctrine of justification. The Pietisitic focus on
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stirring up devout emotions was susceptible to the arguments
of rationalist philosophy. The last prominent orthodox
Lutheran theologian before the Enlightenment and Neology was
David Hollatz. A later orthodox theologian, Valentin Ernst
Loscher, took part in a controversy against Pietism. Mediaeval
mystical tradition continued in the works of Martin Moller,
Johann Arndt and Joachim Liuitkemann. Pietism became a rival
of orthodoxy but adopted some orthodox devotional literature,
such as those of Arndt, Christian Scriver and Stephan
Pratorius, which have often been later mixed with Pietistic

literature.
Rationalism and revivals

Rationalism

Into this complicated religious scene, rationalist philosophers
from France and England had an enormous impact, along with
the German rationalists Christian Wolff, Gottfried Leibniz and
Immanuel Kant. Instead of faith in God and trust in the
promises of the Bible and Christian doctrine, people were
taught to trust their own reason and senses. At the most,
rationalism left behind a belief in a vague supernaturalism.

Morality and church-going plummeted together.

Genuine piety was found almost solely in small Pietist
gatherings. However, some of the laity preserved Lutheran
orthodoxy from both Pietism and rationalism through reusing
old catechisms, hymnbooks, postils, and devotional writings,

including those written by Johann Gerhard, Heinrich Miller,
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and Christian Scriver. Aside from that, however, Lutheranism

vanished in the wake of rationalist philosophy.

Revivals

The Awakening

Napoleon's invasion of Germany promoted rationalism and
angered German Lutherans, stirring up a desire among the
people to preserve Luther's theology from the rationalist

threat.

This Erweckung, or Awakening, argued that reason was
insufficient and pointed out the importance of emotional
religious experience. Small groups sprang up, often in
universities, which devoted themselves to Bible study, reading
devotional writings, and revival meetings. Members of this
movement eventually took to restoring the traditional liturgy
and doctrine of the Lutheran church in the Neo-Lutheran
movement. A layman, Luther scholar Johann Georg Hamann,
became famous for countering rationalism and advancing the

Awakening.

This Awakening also swept through Scandinavia, influenced by
both German Neo-Lutheranism and Pietism. Danish pastor and
philosopher N. F. S. Grundtvig reshaped church life
throughout Denmark through a reform movement beginning in
1830. He also wrote about 1,500 hymns, including God’'s Word
Is Our Great Heritage. In Norway, Hans Nielsen Hauge, a lay
street preacher, emphasized spiritual discipline and sparked
the Haugean movement. In Sweden, Lars Levi Laestadius began

the Laestadian movement that emphasized moral reform. In
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Finland, a farmer, PaavoRuotsalainen, started a reform
movement when he took to preaching about repentance and

prayer.

Old Lutherans

In 1817, Frederick William III of Prussia ordered the Lutheran
and Reformed churches in his territory to unite, forming the
Evangelical Church of the Prussian Union. The unification of
the two branches of German Protestantism sparked the Schism
of the Old Lutherans. Many Lutherans, called "Old Lutherans",
despite imprisonment and military force, chose to leave the
established churches and form independent church bodies, or
"free churches" while others left for the United States and
Australia. A similar legislated merger in Silesia prompted
thousands to join the Old Lutheran movement. The dispute
over ecumenism overshadowed other controversies within

German Lutheranism.

Neo-Lutherans

Despite political meddling in church life, local leaders sought
to restore and renew Christianity. High school teacher August
Friedrich Christian Vilmar turned from rationalism to faith,
and in doing so, realized the importance of the unaltered
Augsburg Confession and the other Lutheran Confessions of
faith. An advocate of the Neo-Lutheran movement (which was
allied with the Old Lutherans against rationalism), he worked
to renew the church through the use of the Lutheran
Confessions. Neo-Lutheran Johann Konrad Wilhelm Léhe and
Old Lutheran free church leader Friedrich August Brinn both

sent young men overseas to serve as Pastors to German
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Americans, while the Inner Mission focused on renewing the
situation home. Johann Gottfried Herder, superintendent at
Weimar and part of the Inner Mission movement, joined with
the Romantic movementwith his quest to preserve human

emotion and experience from rationalism.

Results

The Neo-Lutheran movement managed to slow secularism and
counter atheistic Marxist socialism, but it did not fully succeed
in Europe. It partly succeeded in continuing the Pietist
movement's drive to right social wrongs and focus on
individual conversion. The Neo-Lutheran call to renewal failed
to achieve widespread popular acceptance because it was
rooted in a lofty, idealistic Romanticism that did not connect
with an increasingly industrialized and secularized Europe. At
best, the work of local leaders resulted in specific areas with
vibrant spiritual renewal, but people in Lutheran areas overall
continued to become increasingly distant from church life.
Beginning in 1867, confessional and liberal minded German
Lutherans joined together to form the Common Evangelical
Lutheran Conference against the ever looming prospect of a
legally binding union with the Reformed. However, they failed
to reach a consensus among themselves on how much
agreement in doctrine is mnecessary for church wunion.
Eventually, the fascistGerman Christians movement forced the
final national merger of Lutherans and Reformed into a single
Reich Church, now the Evangelical Church in Germany, in
19338.
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Magisterial Reformation

The Magisterial Reformation is a phrase that "draws attention
to the manner in which the Lutheran and Calvinist reformers
related to secular authorities, such as princes, magistrates, or
city councils", i.e. "the magistracy". While the Radical
Reformation rejected any secular authority over the Church,
the Magisterial Reformation argued for the interdependence of
the church and secular authorities, i.e. "The magistrate had a
right to authority within the church, just as the church could
rely on the authority of the magistrate to enforce discipline,

suppress heresy, or maintain order."

In addition, the term magister relates to the emphasis on
authoritative teachers. Often this is seen in the names of
theological schools descending from magisterial reformers (e.g.

Lutheran, Calvinist, and Zwinglian).
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