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Chapter 1 

The Collegiate School at Saybrook 

is Founded in Connecticut 

Yale University is a private Ivy League research university in 

New Haven, Connecticut. Founded in 1701 as the Collegiate 

School, it is the third-oldest institution of higher education in 

the United States and one of the nine Colonial Colleges 

chartered before the American Revolution. The Collegiate 

School was renamed Yale College in 1718 to honor the school's 

largest private benefactor for the first century of its existence, 

Elihu Yale. Yale University is referred to as a member of the 

Big Three (colleges), is consistently ranked as one of the top 

universities and is considered one of the most prestigious in 

the nation and in the world.  

Chartered by Connecticut Colony, the Collegiate School was 

established in 1701 by clergy to educate Congregational 

ministers before moving to New Haven in 1716. Originally 

restricted to theology and sacred languages, the curriculum 

began to incorporate humanities and sciences by the time of 

the American Revolution. In the 19th century, the college 

expanded into graduate and professional instruction, awarding 

the first PhD in the United States in 1861 and organizing as a 

university in 1887. Yale's faculty and student populations grew 

after 1890 with rapid expansion of the physical campus and 

scientific research.  

Yale is organized into fourteen constituent schools: the original 

undergraduate college, the Yale Graduate School of Arts and 
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Sciences and twelve professional schools. While the university 

is governed by the Yale Corporation, each school's faculty 

oversees its curriculum and degree programs. In addition to a 

central campus in downtown New Haven, the university owns 

athletic facilities in western New Haven, a campus in West 

Haven, Connecticut, and forests and nature preserves 

throughout New England. As of June 2020, the university's 

endowment was valued at $31.1 billion, the second largest of 

any educational institution. The Yale University Library, 

serving all constituent schools, holds more than 15 million 

volumes and is the third-largest academic library in the United 

States. Students compete in intercollegiate sports as the Yale 

Bulldogs in the NCAA Division I – Ivy League.  

As of October 2020, 65 Nobel laureates, five Fields Medalists, 

four Abel Prize laureates, and three Turing award winners have 

been affiliated with Yale University. In addition, Yale has 

graduated many notable alumni, including five U.S. Presidents, 

19 U.S. Supreme Court Justices, 31 living billionaires, and 

many heads of state. Hundreds of members of Congress and 

many U.S. diplomats, 78 MacArthur Fellows, 252 Rhodes 

Scholars, 123 Marshall Scholars, and nine Mitchell Scholars 

have been affiliated with the university.  

History 

• Early history of Yale College 

Origins 

Yale traces its beginnings to "An Act for Liberty to Erect a 

Collegiate School", a would-be charter passed during a meeting 
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in New Haven by the General Court of the Colony of 

Connecticut on October 9, 1701. The Act was an effort to 

create an institution to train ministers and lay leadership for 

Connecticut. Soon after, a group of ten Congregational 

ministers, Samuel Andrew, Thomas Buckingham, Israel 

Chauncy, Samuel Mather (nephew of Increase Mather), Rev. 

James Noyes II (son of James Noyes), James Pierpont, Abraham 

Pierson, Noadiah Russell, Joseph Webb, and Timothy 

Woodbridge, all alumni of Harvard, met in the study of 

Reverend Samuel Russell, located in Branford, Connecticut, to 

donate their books to form the school's library. The group, led 

by James Pierpont, is now known as "The Founders". 

From its origin it is known as the "Collegiate School", the 

institution opened in the home of its first rector, Abraham 

Pierson, who is today considered the first president of Yale. 

Pierson lived in Killingworth (now Clinton). The school moved 

to Saybrook and then Wethersfield. In 1716, it moved to New 

Haven, Connecticut.  

Meanwhile, there was a rift forming at Harvard between its 

sixth president, Increase Mather, and the rest of the Harvard 

clergy, whom Mather viewed as increasingly liberal, 

ecclesiastically lax, and overly broad in Church polity. The 

feud caused the Mathers to champion the success of the 

Collegiate School in the hope that it would maintain the 

Puritan religious orthodoxy in a way that Harvard had not. 

Rev. Jason Haven, the minister at the First Church and Parish 

in Dedham, Massachusetts had been considered for the 

presidency on account of his orthodox theology and for 

"Neatness dignity and purity of Style [which] surpass those of 
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all that have been mentioned," but was passed over due to his 

"very Valetudinary and infirm State of Health."  

Naming and development 

In 1718, at the behest of either Rector Samuel Andrew or the 

colony's Governor Gurdon Saltonstall, Cotton Mather contacted 

the successful Boston born businessman Elihu Yale to ask him 

for financial help in constructing a new building for the 

college. Through the persuasion of Jeremiah Dummer, Elihu 

"Eli" Yale, who had made a fortune in Madras while working for 

the East India Company as the first president of Fort St. 

George (largely through secret contracts with Madras 

merchants that were illegal under Company policy), donated 

nine bales of goods, which were sold for more than £560, a 

substantial sum of money at the time. Cotton Mather 

suggested that the school change its name to "Yale College." 

The Welsh name Yale is the Anglicized spelling of the Iâl, which 

the family estate at Plas yn Iâl, near the village of Llandegla, 

was called.  

Meanwhile, a Harvard graduate working in England convinced 

some 180 prominent intellectuals to donate books to Yale. The 

1714 shipment of 500 books represented the best of modern 

English literature, science, philosophy and theology at the 

time. It had a profound effect on intellectuals at Yale. 

Undergraduate Jonathan Edwards discovered John Locke's 

works and developed his original theology known as the "new 

divinity." In 1722 the Rector and six of his friends, who had a 

study group to discuss the new ideas, announced that they had 

given up Calvinism, become Arminians, and joined the Church 

of England. They were ordained in England and returned to the 
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colonies as missionaries for the Anglican faith. Thomas Clapp 

became president in 1745 and while he attempted to return the 

college to Calvinist orthodoxy, he did not close the library. 

Other students found Deist books in the library.  

Founders' connections to the slave trade 

One of Elihu Yale's responsibilities as president of Fort St. 

George was overseeing its slave trade, though he himself was 

never a slave trader, never owned slaves, opposed the slave 

trade, and imposed several restrictions on it during his tenure. 

Critics nonetheless argue that he benefited from the trade by 

having it as one of his responsibilities as president, despite not 

owning any of the traded human beings or profiting from their 

sales.  

The controversy over Yale University being named to honor the 

slave trader Elihu Yale dates back to at least 1994. In 2007, 

Yale University removed a painting which shows Elihu Yale 

attended to by a child slave. At the time, Yale University stated 

that the issues with Elihu Yale had begun at least 13 years 

prior. Although Elihu Yale was the president of the East India 

Company, a Yale University spokesperson claimed that, 

"...Elihu Yale did not support slavery..." A 2017 Wall Street 

Journal opinion article also called for renaming Yale 

University.  

Since 2016, Yale University has acknowledged that Elihu Yale 

was "...involved [in] and profited from the slave trade." The 

controversy over Yale's name started anew in 2020 with a Yale 

Daily News post, "Yale Has to Go!"  
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After years of protest, Yale University renamed Calhoun College 

as Hopper College in 2017. Calhoun College was named for a 

South Carolina slave owner and anti-abolitionist, Vice 

President John C. Calhoun. Yale University also acquired a 

slave plantation to finance its graduate program.  

Yale University has multiple other buildings named to honor 

slave owners, including Bishop George Berkeley, Timothy 

Dwight and Ezra Stiles.  

Curriculum 

Yale College undergraduates follow a liberal arts curriculum 

with departmental majors and is organized into a social system 

of residential colleges.  

Yale was swept up by the great intellectual movements of the 

period—the Great Awakening and the Enlightenment—due to 

the religious and scientific interests of presidents Thomas Clap 

and Ezra Stiles. They were both instrumental in developing the 

scientific curriculum at Yale while dealing with wars, student 

tumults, graffiti, "irrelevance" of curricula, desperate need for 

endowment and disagreements with the Connecticut 

legislature.  

Serious American students of theology and divinity, 

particularly in New England, regarded Hebrew as a classical 

language, along with Greek and Latin, and essential for the 

study of the Old Testament in the original words. The Reverend 

Ezra Stiles, president of the college from 1778 to 1795, 

brought with him his interest in the Hebrew language as a 

vehicle for studying ancient Biblical texts in their original 

language (as was common in other schools), requiring all 
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freshmen to study Hebrew (in contrast to Harvard, where only 

upperclassmen were required to study the language) and is 

responsible for the Hebrew phrase  אוריםותמים (Urim and 

Thummim) on the Yale seal.  

A 1746 graduate of Yale, Stiles came to the college with 

experience in education, having played an integral role in the 

founding of Brown University, in addition to having been a 

minister. Stiles' greatest challenge occurred in July 1779 when 

British forces occupied New Haven and threatened to raze the 

college.  

However, Yale graduate Edmund Fanning, Secretary to the 

British General in command of the occupation, intervened and 

the college was saved. In 1803, Fanning was granted an 

honorary degree LL.D. for his efforts.  

Students 

As the only college in Connecticut from 1701 to 1823, Yale 

educated the sons of the elite. Punishable offenses for students 

included cardplaying, tavern-going, destruction of college 

property, and acts of disobedience to college authorities. 

During this period, Harvard was distinctive for the stability 

and maturity of its tutor corps, while Yale had youth and zeal 

on its side.  

The emphasis on classics gave rise to a number of private 

student societies, open only by invitation, which arose 

primarily as forums for discussions of modern scholarship, 

literature and politics. The first such organizations were 

debating societies: Crotonia in 1738, Linonia in 1753 and 

Brothers in Unity in 1768. While the societies no longer exist, 
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commemorations to them can be found with names given to 

campus structures, like Brothers in Unity Courtyard in 

Branford College. 

19th century 

The Yale Report of 1828 was a dogmatic defense of the Latin 

and Greek curriculum against critics who wanted more courses 

in modern languages, mathematics, and science. Unlike higher 

education in Europe, there was no national curriculum for 

colleges and universities in the United States. In the 

competition for students and financial support, college leaders 

strove to keep current with demands for innovation. At the 

same time, they realized that a significant portion of their 

students and prospective students demanded a classical 

background.  

The Yale report meant the classics would not be abandoned. 

During this period, all institutions experimented with changes 

in the curriculum, often resulting in a dual-track curriculum. 

In the decentralized environment of higher education in the 

United States, balancing change with tradition was a common 

challenge because it was difficult for an institution to be 

completely modern or completely classical. A group of 

professors at Yale and New Haven Congregationalist ministers 

articulated a conservative response to the changes brought 

about by the Victorian culture. They concentrated on 

developing a person possessed of religious values strong 

enough to sufficiently resist temptations from within, yet 

flexible enough to adjust to the 'isms' (professionalism, 

materialism, individualism, and consumerism) tempting him 

from without. William Graham Sumner, professor from 1872 to 
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1909, taught in the emerging disciplines of economics and 

sociology to overflowing classrooms of students. Sumner bested 

President Noah Porter, who disliked the social sciences and 

wanted Yale to lock into its traditions of classical education. 

Porter objected to Sumner's use of a textbook by Herbert 

Spencer that espoused agnostic materialism because it might 

harm students.  

Until 1887, the legal name of the university was "The President 

and Fellows of Yale College, in New Haven." In 1887, under an 

act passed by the Connecticut General Assembly, Yale was 

renamed to the present "Yale University."  

Sports and debate 

The Revolutionary War soldier Nathan Hale (Yale 1773) was the 

archetype of the Yale ideal in the early 19th century: a manly 

yet aristocratic scholar, equally well-versed in knowledge and 

sports, and a patriot who "regretted" that he "had but one life 

to lose" for his country. Western painter Frederic Remington 

(Yale 1900) was an artist whose heroes gloried in the combat 

and tests of strength in the Wild West. The fictional, turn-of-

the-20th-century Yale man Frank Merriwell embodied this 

same heroic ideal without racial prejudice, and his fictional 

successor Frank Stover in the novel Stover at Yale (1911) 

questioned the business mentality that had become prevalent 

at the school. Increasingly the students turned to athletic 

stars as their heroes, especially since winning the big game 

became the goal of the student body, the alumni, and the team 

itself.  

Along with Harvard and Princeton, Yale students rejected 

British concepts about 'amateurism' in sports and constructed 



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

10 

athletic programs that were uniquely American, such as 

football. The Harvard–Yale football rivalry began in 1875. 

Between 1892, when Harvard and Yale met in one of the first 

intercollegiate debates, and in 1909 (the year of the first 

Triangular Debate of Harvard, Yale and Princeton) the rhetoric, 

symbolism, and metaphors used in athletics were used to 

frame these early debates. Debates were covered on front pages 

of college newspapers and emphasized in yearbooks, and team 

members even received the equivalent of athletic letters for 

their jackets. There were also rallies to send off the debating 

teams to matches, but the debates never attained the broad 

appeal that athletics enjoyed. One reason may be that debates 

do not have a clear winner, as is the case in sports, and that 

scoring is subjective. In addition, with late 19th-century 

concerns about the impact of modern life on the human body, 

athletics offered hope that neither the individual nor the 

society was coming apart.  

In 1909–10, football faced a crisis resulting from the failure of 

the previous reforms of 1905–06, which sought to solve the 

problem of serious injuries. There was a mood of alarm and 

mistrust, and, while the crisis was developing, the presidents 

of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton developed a project to reform 

the sport and forestall possible radical changes forced by 

government upon the sport. Presidents Arthur Hadley of Yale, 

A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard, and Woodrow Wilson of 

Princeton worked to develop moderate reforms to reduce 

injuries. Their attempts, however, were reduced by rebellion 

against the rules committee and the formation of the 

Intercollegiate Athletic Association. While the big three had 

attempted to operate independently of the majority, the 

changes pushed did reduce injuries.  
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Expansion 

Starting with the addition of the Yale School of Medicine in 

1810, the college expanded gradually from then on, 

establishing the Yale Divinity School in 1822, Yale Law School 

in 1822, the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences in 

1847, the now-defunct Sheffield Scientific School in 1847, and 

the Yale School of Fine Arts in 1869. In 1887, under the 

presidency of Timothy Dwight V, Yale College was renamed to 

Yale University, and the former name was subsequently applied 

only to the undergraduate college. The university would 

continue to expand greatly into the 20th and 21st century, 

adding the Yale School of Music in 1894, the Yale School of 

Forestry & Environmental Studies in 1900, the Yale School of 

Public Health in 1915, the Yale School of Architecture in 1916, 

the Yale School of Nursing 1923, the Yale School of Drama in 

1955, the Yale School of Management in 1976, and the Jackson 

School of Global Affairs which is planned to open in 2022. The 

Sheffield Scientific School would also reorganize its 

relationship with the university to teach only undergraduate 

courses.  

Expansion caused controversy about Yale's new roles. Noah 

Porter, a moral philosopher, was president from 1871 to 1886. 

During an age of tremendous expansion in higher education, 

Porter resisted the rise of the new research university, 

claiming that an eager embrace of its ideals would corrupt 

undergraduate education. Many of Porter's contemporaries 

criticized his administration, and historians since have 

disparaged his leadership. Historian George Levesque argues 

Porter was not a simple-minded reactionary, uncritically 

committed to tradition, but a principled and selective 
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conservative. Levesque continues, saying he did not endorse 

everything old or reject everything new; rather, he sought to 

apply long-established ethical and pedagogical principles to a 

rapidly changing culture.  

Levesque concludes, mention how he may have misunderstood 

some of the challenges of his time, but he correctly anticipated 

the enduring tensions that have accompanied the emergence 

and growth of the modern university.  

20th century 

Medicine 

Milton Winternitz led the Yale School of Medicine as its dean 

from 1920 to 1935. Dedicated to the new scientific medicine 

established in Germany, he was equally fervent about "social 

medicine" and the study of humans in their culture and 

environment.  

He established the "Yale System" of teaching, with few lectures 

and fewer exams, and strengthened the full-time faculty 

system; he also created the graduate-level Yale School of 

Nursing and the Psychiatry Department and built numerous 

new buildings.  

Progress toward his plans for an Institute of Human Relations, 

envisioned as a refuge where social scientists would 

collaborate with biological scientists in a holistic study of 

humankind, unfortunately, lasted for only a few years before 

the opposition of resentful anti-Semitic colleagues drove him to 

resign.  
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Faculty 

Before World War II, most elite university faculties counted 

among their numbers few, if any, Jews, blacks, women, or 

other minorities; Yale was no exception. By 1980, this 

condition had been altered dramatically, as numerous 

members of those groups held faculty positions. Almost all 

members of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences—and some 

members of other faculties—teach undergraduate courses, 

more than 2,000 of which are offered annually.  

Women 

In 1793, Lucinda Foote passed the entrance exams for Yale 

College, but was rejected by the President on the basis of her 

gender. Women studied at Yale University as early as 1892, in 

graduate-level programs at the Yale Graduate School of Arts 

and Sciences.  

In 1966, Yale began discussions with its sister school Vassar 

College about merging to foster coeducation at the 

undergraduate level.  

Vassar, then all-female and part of the Seven Sisters—elite 

higher education schools that historically served as sister 

institutions to the Ivy League when most Ivy League 

institutions still only admitted men—tentatively accepted, but 

then declined the invitation.  

Both schools introduced coeducation independently in 1969. 

Amy Solomon was the first woman to register as a Yale 

undergraduate; she was also the first woman at Yale to join an 

undergraduate society, St. Anthony Hall. The undergraduate 
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class of 1973 was the first class to have women starting from 

freshman year; at the time, all undergraduate women were 

housed in Vanderbilt Hall at the south end of Old Campus.  

A decade into co-education, student assault and harassment 

by faculty became the impetus for the trailblazing lawsuit 

Alexander v. Yale. In the late 1970s, a group of students and 

one faculty member sued Yale for its failure to curtail campus 

sexual harassment by especially male faculty. The case was 

party built from a 1977 report authored by plaintiff Ann 

Olivarius, now a feminist attorney known for fighting sexual 

harassment, "A report to the Yale Corporation from the Yale 

Undergraduate Women's Caucus." This case was the first to 

use Title IX to argue and establish that the sexual harassment 

of female students can be considered illegal sex discrimination. 

The plaintiffs in the case were Olivarius,  

Ronni Alexander (now a professor at Kobe University, Japan), 

Margery Reifler (works in the Los Angeles film industry), 

Pamela Price (civil rights attorney in California), and Lisa E. 

Stone (works at Anti-Defamation League). They were joined by 

Yale classics professor John “Jack” J. Winkler, who died in 

1990. The lawsuit, brought partly by Catharine MacKinnon, 

alleged rape, fondling, and offers of higher grades for sex by 

several Yale faculty, including Keith Brion, professor of flute 

and Director of Bands, Political Science professor Raymond 

Duvall (now at the University of Minnesota), English professor 

Michael Cooke, and coach of the field hockey team, Richard 

Kentwell. While unsuccessful in the courts, the legal reasoning 

behind the case changed the landscape of sex discrimination 

law and resulted in the establishment of Yale's Grievance 

Board and the Yale Women's Center. In March 2011 a Title IX 
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complaint was filed against Yale by students and recent 

graduates, including editors of Yale's feminist magazine Broad 

Recognition, alleging that the university had a hostile sexual 

climate.  

In response, the university formed a Title IX steering 

committee to address complaints of sexual misconduct. 

Afterwards, universities and colleges throughout the US also 

established sexual harassment grievance procedures.  

Class 

Yale, like other Ivy League schools, instituted policies in the 

early 20th century designed to maintain the proportion of 

white Protestants from notable families in the student body 

(see numerus clausus), and was one of the last of the Ivies to 

eliminate such preferences, beginning with the class of 1970.  

21st century 

In 2006, Yale and Peking University (PKU) established a Joint 

Undergraduate Program in Beijing, an exchange program 

allowing Yale students to spend a semester living and studying 

with PKU honor students. In July 2012, the Yale University-

PKU Program ended due to weak participation.  

In 2007 outgoing Yale President Rick Levin characterized Yale's 

institutional priorities: "First, among the nation's finest 

research universities, Yale is distinctively committed to 

excellence in undergraduate education. Second, in our 

graduate and professional schools, as well as in Yale College, 

we are committed to the education of leaders."  
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In 2009, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair picked Yale 

as one location – the others being Britain's Durham University 

and Universiti Teknologi Mara – for the Tony Blair Faith 

Foundation's United States Faith and Globalization Initiative. 

As of 2009, former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo is the 

director of the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization and 

teaches an undergraduate seminar, "Debating Globalization". 

As of 2009, former presidential candidate and DNC chair 

Howard Dean teaches a residential college seminar, 

"Understanding Politics and Politicians". Also in 2009, an 

alliance was formed among Yale, University College London, 

and both schools' affiliated hospital complexes to conduct 

research focused on the direct improvement of patient care—a 

growing field known as translational medicine. President 

Richard Levin noted that Yale has hundreds of other 

partnerships across the world, but "no existing collaboration 

matches the scale of the new partnership with UCL".  

In August 2013, a new partnership with the National 

University of Singapore led to the opening of Yale-NUS College 

in Singapore, a joint effort to create a new liberal arts college 

in Asia featuring a curriculum including both Western and 

Asian traditions.  

In 2020, in the wake of protests around the world focused on 

racial relations and criminal justice reform, the #CancelYale 

tag was used on social media to demand that Elihu Yale's name 

be removed from Yale University. Most support for the change 

stemmed from politically conservative pundits, such as Mike 

Cernovich and Ann Coulter, satirizing perceived excesses of 

online cancel culture. Yale was president of the East India 

Company, a trading company that traded slaves as well as 
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goods,  and his singularly large donation led to Yale relying on 

money from the slave-trade for its first scholarships and 

endowments.  

In August 2020, the US Justice Department claimed that Yale 

discriminated against Asian and white candidates on the basis 

of their race. The university, however, denied the report. In 

early February 2021, under the new Biden administration, the 

Justice Department withdrew the lawsuit. The group, Students 

for Fair Admissions, known for a similar lawsuit against 

Harvard alleging the same issue, plans to refile the lawsuit.  

Yale alumni in politics 

The Boston Globe wrote that "if there's one school that can lay 

claim to educating the nation's top national leaders over the 

past three decades, it's Yale". Yale alumni were represented on 

the Democratic or Republican ticket in every U.S. presidential 

election between 1972 and 2004. Yale-educated Presidents 

since the end of the Vietnam War include Gerald Ford, George 

H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush, and major-party 

nominees during this period include Hillary Clinton (2016), 

John Kerry (2004), Joseph Lieberman (Vice President, 2000), 

and Sargent Shriver (Vice President, 1972). Other Yale alumni 

who have made serious bids for the Presidency during this 

period include Amy Klobuchar (2020), Tom Steyer (2020), Ben 

Carson (2016), Howard Dean (2004), Gary Hart (1984 and 

1988), Paul Tsongas (1992), Pat Robertson (1988) and Jerry 

Brown (1976, 1980, 1992).  

Several explanations have been offered for Yale's 

representation in national elections since the end of the 
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Vietnam War. Various sources note the spirit of campus 

activism that has existed at Yale since the 1960s, and the 

intellectual influence of Reverend William Sloane Coffin on 

many of the future candidates. Yale President Richard Levin 

attributes the run to Yale's focus on creating "a laboratory for 

future leaders," an institutional priority that began during the 

tenure of Yale Presidents Alfred Whitney Griswold and 

Kingman Brewster. Richard H. Brodhead, former dean of Yale 

College and now president of Duke University, stated: "We do 

give very significant attention to orientation to the community 

in our admissions, and there is a very strong tradition of 

volunteerism at Yale." Yale historian Gaddis Smith notes "an 

ethos of organized activity" at Yale during the 20th century 

that led John Kerry to lead the Yale Political Union's Liberal 

Party, George Pataki the Conservative Party, and Joseph 

Lieberman to manage the Yale Daily News. Camille Paglia 

points to a history of networking and elitism: "It has to do with 

a web of friendships and affiliations built up in school." CNN 

suggests that George W. Bush benefited from preferential 

admissions policies for the "son and grandson of alumni", and 

for a "member of a politically influential family". New York 

Times correspondent Elisabeth Bumiller and The Atlantic 

Monthly correspondent James Fallows credit the culture of 

community and cooperation that exists between students, 

faculty, and administration, which downplays self-interest and 

reinforces commitment to others.  

During the 1988 presidential election, George H. W. Bush (Yale 

'48) derided Michael Dukakis for having "foreign-policy views 

born in Harvard Yard's boutique". When challenged on the 

distinction between Dukakis' Harvard connection and his own 

Yale background, he said that, unlike Harvard, Yale's 
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reputation was "so diffuse, there isn't a symbol, I don't think, 

in the Yale situation, any symbolism in it" and said Yale did 

not share Harvard's reputation for "liberalism and elitism". In 

2004 Howard Dean stated, "In some ways, I consider myself 

separate from the other three (Yale) candidates of 2004. Yale 

changed so much between the class of '68 and the class of '71. 

My class was the first class to have women in it; it was the 

first class to have a significant effort to recruit African 

Americans. It was an extraordinary time, and in that span of 

time is the change of an entire generation".  

Administration and organization 

Leadership 

The President and Fellows of Yale College, also known as the 

Yale Corporation, or board of trustees, is the governing body of 

the university and consists of thirteen standing committees 

with separate responsibilities outlined in the by-laws. The 

corporation has 19 members: three ex officio members, ten 

successor trustees, and six elected alumni fellows. The 

university has three major academic components: Yale College 

(the undergraduate program), the Graduate School of Arts and 

Sciences, and the twelve professional schools.  

Yale's former president Richard C. Levin was, at the time, one 

of the highest paid university presidents in the United States 

with a 2008 salary of $1.5 million. Yale's succeeding president 

Peter Salovey ranks 40th with a 2020 salary of $1.16 million.  

The Yale Provost's Office and similar executive positions have 

launched several women into prominent university executive 
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positions. In 1977, Provost Hanna Holborn Gray was appointed 

interim President of Yale and later went on to become 

President of the University of Chicago, being the first woman to 

hold either position at each respective school. In 1994, Provost 

Judith Rodin became the first permanent female president of 

an Ivy League institution at the University of Pennsylvania. In 

2002, Provost Alison Richard became the Vice-Chancellor of 

the University of Cambridge. In 2003, the Dean of the Divinity 

School, Rebecca Chopp, was appointed president of Colgate 

University and later went on to serve as the President of the 

Swarthmore College in 2009, and then the first female 

chancellor of the University of Denver in 2014. In 2004, 

Provost Dr. Susan Hockfield became the President of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 2004, Dean of the 

Nursing school, Catherine Gilliss, was appointed the Dean of 

Duke University's School of Nursing and Vice Chancellor for 

Nursing Affairs. In 2007, Deputy Provost H. Kim Bottomly was 

named President of Wellesley College.  

Similar examples for men who've served in Yale leadership 

positions can also be found. In 2004, Dean of Yale College 

Richard H. Brodhead was appointed as the President of Duke 

University. In 2008, Provost Andrew Hamilton was confirmed to 

be the Vice Chancellor of the University of Oxford.  

Staff and labor unions 

Yale University staff are represented by several different 

unions. Clerical and technical workers are represented by 

Local 34, and service and maintenance workers are 

represented by Local 35, both of the same union affiliate 

UNITE HERE. Unlike similar institutions, Yale has consistently 
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refused to recognize its graduate student union, Local 33 

(another affiliate of UNITE HERE), citing claims that the 

union's elections were undemocratic and how graduate 

students are not employees; the move to not recognize the 

union has been criticized by the American Federation of 

Teachers. In addition, officers of the Yale University Police 

Department are represented by the Yale Police Benevolent 

Association, which affiliated in 2005 with the Connecticut 

Organization for Public Safety Employees. Yale security officers 

joined the International Union of Security, Police and Fire 

Professionals of America in late 2010, even though the Yale 

administration contested the election. In October 2014, after 

deliberation, Yale security decided to form a new union, the 

Yale University Security Officers Association, which has since 

represented the campus security officers.  

Yale has a history of difficult and prolonged labor negotiations, 

often culminating in strikes. There have been at least eight 

strikes since 1968, and The New York Times wrote that Yale 

has a reputation as having the worst record of labor tension of 

any university in the U.S. Moreover, Yale has been accused by 

the AFL–CIO of failing to treat workers with respect, as well as 

not renewing contracts with professors over involvement in 

campus labor issues. Yale has responded to strikes with claims 

over mediocre union participation and the benefits of their 

contracts.  

Campus 

Yale's central campus in downtown New Haven covers 260 

acres (1.1 km) and comprises its main, historic campus and a 

medical campus adjacent to the Yale–New Haven Hospital. In 
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western New Haven, the university holds 500 acres (2.0 km) of 

athletic facilities, including the Yale Golf Course. In 2008, Yale 

purchased the 17-building, 136-acre (0.55 km) former Bayer 

HealthCare complex in West Haven, Connecticut, the buildings 

of which are now used as laboratory and research space. Yale 

also owns seven forests in Connecticut, Vermont, and New 

Hampshire—the largest of which is the 7,840-acre (31.7 km) 

Yale-Myers Forest in Connecticut's Quiet Corner—and nature 

preserves including Horse Island.  

Yale is noted for its largely Collegiate Gothic campus as well as 

several iconic modern buildings commonly discussed in 

architectural history survey courses: Louis Kahn's Yale Art 

Gallery and Center for British Art, Eero Saarinen's Ingalls Rink 

and Ezra Stiles and Morse Colleges, and Paul Rudolph's Art & 

Architecture Building. Yale also owns and has restored many 

noteworthy 19th-century mansions along Hillhouse Avenue, 

which was considered the most beautiful street in America by 

Charles Dickens when he visited the United States in the 

1840s. In 2011, Travel+Leisure listed the Yale campus as one 

of the most beautiful in the United States.  

Many of Yale's buildings were constructed in the Collegiate 

Gothic architecture style from 1917 to 1931, financed largely 

by Edward S. Harkness, including the Yale Drama School. 

Stone sculpture built into the walls of the buildings portray 

contemporary college personalities, such as a writer, an 

athlete, a tea-drinking socialite, and a student who has fallen 

asleep while reading. Similarly, the decorative friezes on the 

buildings depict contemporary scenes, like a policemen chasing 

a robber and arresting a prostitute (on the wall of the Law 

School), or a student relaxing with a mug of beer and a 
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cigarette. The architect, James Gamble Rogers, faux-aged these 

buildings by splashing the walls with acid, deliberately 

breaking their leaded glass windows and repairing them in the 

style of the Middle Ages, and creating niches for decorative 

statuary but leaving them empty to simulate loss or theft over 

the ages. In fact, the buildings merely simulate Middle Ages 

architecture, for though they appear to be constructed of solid 

stone blocks in the authentic manner, most actually have steel 

framing as was commonly used in 1930. One exception is 

Harkness Tower, 216 feet (66 m) tall, which was originally a 

free-standing stone structure. It was reinforced in 1964 to 

allow the installation of the Yale Memorial Carillon  

Other examples of the Gothic style are on the Old Campus by 

architects like Henry Austin, Charles C. Haight and Russell 

Sturgis. Several are associated with members of the Vanderbilt 

family, including Vanderbilt Hall, Phelps Hall, St. Anthony Hall 

(a commission for member Frederick William Vanderbilt), the 

Mason, Sloane and Osborn laboratories, dormitories for the 

Sheffield Scientific School (the engineering and sciences school 

at Yale until 1956) and elements of Silliman College, the 

largest residential college.  

The oldest building on campus, Connecticut Hall (built in 

1750), is in the Georgian style. Georgian-style buildings 

erected from 1929 to 1933 include Timothy Dwight College, 

Pierson College, and Davenport College, except the latter's 

east, York Street façade, which was constructed in the Gothic 

style to coordinate with adjacent structures.  

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, designed by 

Gordon Bunshaft of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, is one of the 
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largest buildings in the world reserved exclusively for the 

preservation of rare books and manuscripts. The library 

includes a six-story above-ground tower of book stacks, filled 

with 180,000 volumes, that is surrounded by large translucent 

Vermont marble panels and a steel and granite truss.  

The panels act as windows and subdue direct sunlight while 

also diffusing the light in warm hues throughout the interior. 

Near the library is a sunken courtyard, with sculptures by 

Isamu Noguchi that are said to represent time (the pyramid), 

the sun (the circle), and chance (the cube). The library is 

located near the center of the university in Hewitt Quadrangle, 

which is now more commonly referred to as "Beinecke Plaza."  

Alumnus Eero Saarinen, Finnish-American architect of such 

notable structures as the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, 

Washington Dulles International Airport main terminal, Bell 

Labs Holmdel Complex and the CBS Building in Manhattan, 

designed Ingalls Rink, dedicated in 1959, as well as the 

residential colleges Ezra Stiles and Morse. These latter were 

modeled after the medieval Italian hill town of San Gimignano 

– a prototype chosen for the town's pedestrian-friendly milieu 

and fortress-like stone towers. These tower forms at Yale act in 

counterpoint to the college's many Gothic spires and Georgian 

cupolas.  

Notable nonresidential campus buildings 

Notable nonresidential campus buildings and landmarks 

include Battell Chapel, Beinecke Rare Book Library, Harkness 

Tower, Ingalls Rink, Kline Biology Tower, Osborne Memorial 

Laboratories, Payne Whitney Gymnasium, Peabody Museum of 
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Natural History, Sterling Hall of Medicine, Sterling Law 

Buildings, Sterling Memorial Library, Woolsey Hall, Yale Center 

for British Art, Yale University Art Gallery, Yale Art & 

Architecture Building, and the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies 

in British Art in London.  

Yale's secret society buildings (some of which are called 

"tombs") were built both to be private yet unmistakable. A 

diversity of architectural styles is represented: Berzelius, Donn 

Barber in an austere cube with classical detailing (erected in 

1908 or 1910); Book and Snake, Louis R. Metcalfe in a Greek 

Ionic style (erected in 1901); Elihu, architect unknown but 

built in a Colonial style (constructed on an early 17th-century 

foundation although the building is from the 18th century); 

Mace and Chain, in a late colonial, early Victorian style (built 

in 1823). (Interior moulding is said to have belonged to 

Benedict Arnold);Manuscript Society, King Lui-Wu with Dan 

Kniley responsible for landscaping and Josef Albers for the 

brickwork intaglio mural.  

Building constructed in a mid-century modern style; Scroll and 

Key, Richard Morris Hunt in a Moorish- or Islamic-inspired 

Beaux-Arts style (erected 1869–70); Skull and Bones, possibly 

Alexander Jackson Davis or Henry Austin in an Egypto-Doric 

style utilizing Brownstone (in 1856 the first wing was 

completed, in 1903 the second wing, 1911 the Neo-Gothic 

towers in rear garden were completed); St. Elmo, (former tomb) 

Kenneth M. Murchison, 1912, designs inspired by Elizabethan 

manor. Current location, brick colonial; and Wolf's Head, 

Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, erected 1923–1924, Collegiate 

Gothic.  
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Sustainability 

Yale's Office of Sustainability develops and implements 

sustainability practices at Yale. Yale is committed to reduce its 

greenhouse gas emissions 10% below 1990 levels by the year 

2020. As part of this commitment, the university allocates 

renewable energy credits to offset some of the energy used by 

residential colleges.  

Eleven campus buildings are candidates for LEED design and 

certification. Yale Sustainable Food Project initiated the 

introduction of local, organic vegetables, fruits, and beef to all 

residential college dining halls. Yale was listed as a Campus 

Sustainability Leader on the Sustainable Endowments 

Institute's College Sustainability Report Card 2008, and 

received a "B+" grade overall.  

Grove Street Cemetery, New Haven 

Marsh Botanical Garden 

Yale Sustainable Food Program Farm 

Relationship with New Haven 

Yale is the largest taxpayer and employer in the City of New 

Haven, and has often buoyed the city's economy and 

communities. Yale, however has consistently opposed paying a 

tax on its academic property. Yale's Art Galleries, along with 

many other university resources, are free and openly 

accessible. Yale also funds the New Haven Promise program, 

paying full tuition for eligible students from New Haven public 

schools.  
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Town–gown relations 

Yale has a complicated relationship with its home city; for 

example, thousands of students volunteer every year in a 

myriad of community organizations, but city officials, who 

decry Yale's exemption from local property taxes, have long 

pressed the university to do more to help. Under President 

Levin, Yale has financially supported many of New Haven's 

efforts to reinvigorate the city. Evidence suggests that the town 

and gown relationships are mutually beneficial. Still, the 

economic power of the university increased dramatically with 

its financial success amid a decline in the local economy.  

Campus safety 

Several campus safety strategies have been pioneered at Yale. 

The first campus police force was founded at Yale in 1894, 

when the university contracted city police officers to 

exclusively cover the campus. Later hired by the university, the 

officers were originally brought in to quell unrest between 

students and city residents and curb destructive student 

behavior. In addition to the Yale Police Department, a variety 

of safety services are available including blue phones, a safety 

escort, and 24-hour shuttle service.  

In the 1970s and 1980s, poverty and violent crime rose in New 

Haven, dampening Yale's student and faculty recruiting efforts. 

Between 1990 and 2006, New Haven's crime rate fell by half, 

helped by a community policing strategy by the New Haven 

Police and Yale's campus became the safest among the Ivy 

League and other peer schools.  
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In 2004, the national non-profit watchdog group Security on 

Campus filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of 

Education, accusing Yale of under-reporting rape and sexual 

assaults.  

In April 2021, Yale announced that it will require students to 

receive a COVID-19 vaccine as a condition of being on campus 

during the fall 2021 term.  

Academics 

• Admissions 

Undergraduate admission to Yale College is considered "most 

selective" by U.S. News. In 2017, Yale accepted 2,285 students 

to the Class of 2021 out of 32,914 applicants, for an 

acceptance rate of 6.9%. 98% of students graduate within six 

years.  

Through its program of need-based financial aid, Yale commits 

to meet the full demonstrated financial need of all applicants. 

Most financial aid is in the form of grants and scholarships 

that do not need to be paid back to the university, and the 

average need-based aid grant for the Class of 2017 was 

$46,395. 15% of Yale College students are expected to have no 

parental contribution, and about 50% receive some form of 

financial aid. About 16% of the Class of 2013 had some form of 

student loan debt at graduation, with an average debt of 

$13,000 among borrowers.  

Half of all Yale undergraduates are women, more than 39% are 

ethnic minority U.S. citizens (19% are underrepresented 
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minorities), and 10.5% are international students. 55% 

attended public schools and 45% attended private, religious, or 

international schools, and 97% of students were in the top 10% 

of their high school class. Every year, Yale College also admits 

a small group of non-traditional students through the Eli 

Whitney Students Program.  

Collections 

Yale University Library, which holds over 15 million volumes, 

is the third-largest university collection in the United States. 

The main library, Sterling Memorial Library, contains about 

4 million volumes, and other holdings are dispersed at subject 

libraries.  

Rare books are found in several Yale collections. The Beinecke 

Rare Book Library has a large collection of rare books and 

manuscripts. The Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical 

Library includes important historical medical texts, including 

an impressive collection of rare books, as well as historical 

medical instruments. The Lewis Walpole Library contains the 

largest collection of 18th-century British literary works. The 

Elizabethan Club, technically a private organization, makes its 

Elizabethan folios and first editions available to qualified 

researchers through Yale.  

Yale's museum collections are also of international stature. 

The Yale University Art Gallery, the country's first university-

affiliated art museum, contains more than 200,000 works, 

including Old Masters and important collections of modern art, 

in the Swartwout and Kahn buildings. The latter, Louis Kahn's 

first large-scale American work (1953), was renovated and 
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reopened in December 2006. The Yale Center for British Art, 

the largest collection of British art outside of the UK, grew 

from a gift of Paul Mellon and is housed in another Kahn-

designed building.  

The Peabody Museum of Natural History in New Haven is used 

by school children and contains research collections in 

anthropology, archaeology, and the natural environment. The 

Yale University Collection of Musical Instruments, affiliated 

with the Yale School of Music, is perhaps the least-known of 

Yale's collections because its hours of opening are restricted.  

The museums once housed the artifacts brought to the United 

States from Peru by Yale history professor Hiram Bingham in 

his Yale-financed expedition to Machu Picchu in 1912 – when 

the removal of such artifacts was legal. The artifacts were 

restored to Peru in 2012. 

Rankings 

The U.S. News & World Report ranked Yale 3rd among U.S. 

national universities for 2016, as it had for each of the 

previous sixteen years. Yale University is accredited by the 

New England Commission of Higher Education.  

Internationally, Yale was ranked 11th in the 2016 Academic 

Ranking of World Universities, 10th in the 2016-17 Nature 

Index for quality of scientific research output, and 10th in the 

2016 CWUR World University Rankings. The university was 

also ranked 6th in the 2016 Times Higher Education (THE) 

Global University Employability Rankings and 8th in the 

Academic World Reputation Rankings. In 2019, it ranked 27th 
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among the universities around the world by SCImago 

Institutions Rankings.  

Faculty, research, and intellectual traditions 

Yale is a member of the Association of American Universities 

(AAU) and is classified among "R1: Doctoral Universities – Very 

high research activity". According to the National Science 

Foundation, Yale spent $990 million on research and 

development in 2018, ranking it 15th in the nation.  

Yale's faculty include 61 members of the National Academy of 

Sciences, 7 members of the National Academy of Engineering 

and 49 members of the American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences. The college is, after normalization for institution 

size, the tenth-largest baccalaureate source of doctoral degree 

recipients in the United States, and the largest such source 

within the Ivy League.  

Yale's English and Comparative Literature departments were 

part of the New Criticism movement. Of the New Critics, Robert 

Penn Warren, W.K. Wimsatt, and Cleanth Brooks were all Yale 

faculty. Later, the Yale Comparative literature department 

became a center of American deconstruction. Jacques Derrida, 

the father of deconstruction, taught at the Department of 

Comparative Literature from the late seventies to mid-1980s. 

Several other Yale faculty members were also associated with 

deconstruction, forming the so-called "Yale School". These 

included Paul de Man who taught in the Departments of 

Comparative Literature and French, J. Hillis Miller, Geoffrey 

Hartman (both taught in the Departments of English and 

Comparative Literature), and Harold Bloom (English), whose 
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theoretical position was always somewhat specific, and who 

ultimately took a very different path from the rest of this 

group. Yale's history department has also originated important 

intellectual trends. Historians C. Vann Woodward and David 

Brion Davis are credited with beginning in the 1960s and 

1970s an important stream of southern historians; likewise, 

David Montgomery, a labor historian, advised many of the 

current generation of labor historians in the country. Yale's 

Music School and Department fostered the growth of Music 

Theory in the latter half of the 20th century. The Journal of 

Music Theory was founded there in 1957; Allen Forte and David 

Lewin were influential teachers and scholars.  

In addition to eminent faculty members, Yale research relies 

heavily on the presence of roughly 1200 Postdocs from various 

national and international origin working in the multiple 

laboratories in the sciences, social sciences, humanities, and 

professional schools of the university. The university 

progressively recognized this working force with the recent 

creation of the Office for Postdoctoral Affairs and the Yale 

Postdoctoral Association.  

Campus life 

Yale is a research university, with the majority of its students 

in the graduate and professional schools. Undergraduates, or 

Yale College students, come from a variety of ethnic, national, 

socioeconomic, and personal backgrounds. Of the 2010–2011 

freshman class, 10% are non-U.S. citizens, while 54% went to 

public high schools. The median family income of Yale students 

is $192,600, with 57% of students coming from the top 10% 

highest-earning families and 16% from the bottom 60%.  
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Residential colleges 

Yale's residential college system was established in 1933 by 

Edward S. Harkness, who admired the social intimacy of 

Oxford and Cambridge and donated significant funds to found 

similar colleges at Yale and Harvard. Though Yale's colleges 

resemble their English precursors organizationally and 

architecturally, they are dependent entities of Yale College and 

have limited autonomy. The colleges are led by a head and an 

academic dean, who reside in the college, and university 

faculty and affiliates constitute each college's fellowship. 

Colleges offer their own seminars, social events, and speaking 

engagements known as "Master's Teas," but do not contain 

programs of study or academic departments. All other 

undergraduate courses are taught by the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences and are open to members of any college.  

All undergraduates are members of a college, to which they are 

assigned before their freshman year, and 85 percent live in the 

college quadrangle or a college-affiliated dormitory. While the 

majority of upperclassman live in the colleges, most on-campus 

freshmen live on the Old Campus, the university's oldest 

precinct.  

While Harkness' original colleges were Georgian Revival or 

Collegiate Gothic in style, two colleges constructed in the 

1960s, Morse and Ezra Stiles Colleges, have modernist designs. 

All twelve college quadrangles are organized around a 

courtyard, and each has a dining hall, courtyard, library, 

common room, and a range of student facilities. The twelve 

colleges are named for important alumni or significant places 
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in university history. In 2017, the university opened two new 

colleges near Science Hill. 

Calhoun College 

Since the 1960s, John C. Calhoun's white supremacist beliefs 

and pro-slavery leadership had prompted calls to rename the 

college or remove its tributes to Calhoun. The racially 

motivated church shooting in Charleston, South Carolina, led 

to renewed calls in the summer of 2015 for Calhoun College, 

one of 12 residential colleges, to be renamed. In July 2015 

students signed a petition calling for the name change. They 

argued in the petition that—while Calhoun was respected in 

the 19th century as an "extraordinary American statesman"—

he was "one of the most prolific defenders of slavery and white 

supremacy" in the history of the United States. In August 2015 

Yale President Peter Salovey addressed the Freshman Class of 

2019 in which he responded to the racial tensions but 

explained why the college would not be renamed. He described 

Calhoun as "a notable political theorist, a vice president to two 

different U.S. presidents, a secretary of war and of state, and a 

congressman and senator representing South Carolina". He 

acknowledged that Calhoun also "believed that the highest 

forms of civilization depend on involuntary servitude. Not only 

that, but he also believed that the races he thought to be 

inferior, black people in particular, ought to be subjected to it 

for the sake of their own best interests." Student activism 

about this issue increased in the fall of 2015, and included 

further protests sparked by controversy surrounding an 

administrator's comments on the potential positive and 

negative implications of students who wear Halloween 

costumes that are culturally sensitive. Campus-wide 
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discussions expanded to include critical discussion of the 

experiences of women of color on campus, and the realities of 

racism in undergraduate life. The protests were sensationalized 

by the media and led to the labelling of some students as being 

members of Generation Snowflake.  

In April 2016 Salovey announced that "despite decades of 

vigorous alumni and student protests," Calhoun's name will 

remain on the Yale residential college explaining that it is 

preferable for Yale students to live in Calhoun's "shadow" so 

they will be "better prepared to rise to the challenges of the 

present and the future". He claimed that if they removed 

Calhoun's name, it would "obscure" his "legacy of slavery 

rather than addressing it". "Yale is part of that history" and 

"We cannot erase American history, but we can confront it, 

teach it and learn from it." One change that will be issued is 

the title of "master" for faculty members who serve as 

residential college leaders will be renamed to "head of college" 

due to its connotation of slavery.  

Despite this apparently conclusive reasoning, Salovey 

announced that Calhoun College would be renamed for 

groundbreaking computer scientist Grace Murray Hopper in 

February 2017. This renaming decision received a range of 

responses from Yale students and alumni.  

Student organizations 

In 2014, Yale had 385 registered student organizations, plus 

an additional one hundred groups in the process of 

registration.  
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The university hosts a variety of student journals, magazines, 

and newspapers. Established in 1872, The Yale Record is the 

world's oldest humor magazine. Newspapers include the Yale 

Daily News, which was first published in 1878, and the weekly 

Yale Herald, which was first published in 1986. The Yale 

Journal of Medicine & Law is a biannual magazine that 

explores the intersection of law and medicine.  

Dwight Hall, an independent, non-profit community service 

organization, oversees more than 2,000 Yale undergraduates 

working on more than 70 community service initiatives in New 

Haven. The Yale College Council runs several agencies that 

oversee campus wide activities and student services. The Yale 

Dramatic Association and Bulldog Productions cater to the 

theater and film communities, respectively. In addition, the 

Yale Drama Coalition serves to coordinate between and provide 

resources for the various Sudler Fund sponsored theater 

productions which run each weekend. WYBC Yale Radio is the 

campus's radio station, owned and operated by students. While 

students used to broadcast on AM and FM frequencies, they 

now have an Internet-only stream.  

The Yale College Council (YCC) serves as the campus's 

undergraduate student government. All registered student 

organizations are regulated and funded by a subsidiary 

organization of the YCC, known as the Undergraduate 

Organizations Funding Committee (UOFC). The Graduate and 

Professional Student Senate (GPSS) serves as Yale's graduate 

and professional student government.  

The Yale Political Union is advised by alumni political leaders 

such as John Kerry and George Pataki. The Yale International 
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Relations Association (YIRA) functions as the umbrella 

organization for the top-ranked Model UN team. YIRA also has 

a Europe-based offshoot, Yale Model Government Europe, other 

Model UN conferences such as YMUN Korea or YMUN Taiwan, 

and educational programs such as the Yale Review of 

International Relations (YRIS), YMUN Institute, or 

Hemispheres.  

The campus includes several fraternities and sororities. The 

campus features at least 18 a cappella groups, the most 

famous of which is The Whiffenpoofs, which from its founding 

in 1909 until 2018 was made up solely of senior men.  

Yale's secret societies include Skull and Bones, Scroll and Key, 

Wolf's Head, Book and Snake, Elihu, Berzelius, St. Elmo, 

Manuscript, Shabtai, Myth and Sword, Mace and Chain and 

Sage and Chalice. The two oldest existing honor societies are 

the Aurelian (1910) and the Torch Honor Society (1916).  

The Elizabethan Club, a social club, has a membership of 

undergraduates, graduates, faculty and staff with literary or 

artistic interests. Membership is by invitation. Members and 

their guests may enter the "Lizzie's" premises for conversation 

and tea. The club owns first editions of a Shakespeare Folio, 

several Shakespeare Quartos, and a first edition of Milton's 

Paradise Lost, among other important literary texts.  

Traditions 

Yale seniors at graduation smash clay pipes underfoot to 

symbolize passage from their "bright college years," though in 

recent history the pipes have been replaced with "bubble 

pipes". ("Bright College Years," the university's alma mater, 
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was penned in 1881 by Henry Durand, Class of 1881, to the 

tune of Die Wacht am Rhein.) Yale's student tour guides tell 

visitors that students consider it good luck to rub the toe of 

the statue of Theodore Dwight Woolsey on Old Campus; 

however, actual students rarely do so.  

In the second half of the 20th century Bladderball, a campus-

wide game played with a large inflatable ball, became a popular 

tradition but was banned by administration due to safety 

concerns. In spite of administration opposition, students 

revived the game in 2009, 2011, and 2014.  

Athletic 

Yale supports 35 varsity athletic teams that compete in the Ivy 

League Conference, the Eastern College Athletic Conference, 

the New England Intercollegiate Sailing Association. Yale 

athletic teams compete intercollegiately at the NCAA Division I 

level. Like other members of the Ivy League, Yale does not offer 

athletic scholarships.  

Yale has numerous athletic facilities, including the Yale Bowl 

(the nation's first natural "bowl" stadium, and prototype for 

such stadiums as the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum and the 

Rose Bowl), located at The Walter Camp Field athletic complex, 

and the Payne Whitney Gymnasium, the second-largest indoor 

athletic complex in the world.  

In May 2018, the men's lacrosse team defeated the Duke Blue 

Devils to claim their first ever NCAA Division I Men's Lacrosse 

Championship, and are the first Ivy League school to win the 

title since the Princeton Tigers in 2001.  
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In 2016, the men's basketball team won the Ivy League 

Championship title for the first time in 54 years, earning a 

spot in the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament. In 

the first round of the tournament, the Bulldogs beat the Baylor 

Bears 79–75 in the school's first-ever tournament win. 

October 21, 2000, marked the dedication of Yale's fourth new 

boathouse in 157 years of collegiate rowing. The Gilder 

Boathouse is named to honor former Olympic rower Virginia 

Gilder '79 and her father Richard Gilder '54, who gave 

$4 million towards the $7.5 million project. Yale also 

maintains the Gales Ferry site where the heavyweight men's 

team trains for the Yale-Harvard Boat Race.  

Yale crew is the oldest collegiate athletic team in America, and 

won Olympic Games Gold Medal for men's eights in 1924 and 

1956. The Yale Corinthian Yacht Club, founded in 1881, is the 

oldest collegiate sailing club in the world.  

In 1896, Yale and Johns Hopkins played the first known ice 

hockey game in the United States. Since 2006, the school's ice 

hockey clubs have played a commemorative game.  

Yale students claim to have invented Frisbee, by tossing empty 

Frisbie Pie Company tins.  

Yale athletics are supported by the Yale Precision Marching 

Band. "Precision" is used here ironically; the band is a scatter-

style band that runs wildly between formations rather than 

actually marching. The band attends every home football game 

and many away, as well as most hockey and basketball games 

throughout the winter.  



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

40 

Yale intramural sports are also a significant aspect of student 

life. Students compete for their respective residential colleges, 

fostering a friendly rivalry. The year is divided into fall, winter, 

and spring seasons, each of which includes about ten different 

sports. About half the sports are coeducational. At the end of 

the year, the residential college with the most points (not all 

sports count equally) wins the Tyng Cup.  

Song 

Notable among the songs commonly played and sung at events 

such as commencement, convocation, alumni gatherings, and 

athletic games are the alma mater, "Bright College Years". 

Despite its popularity, "Boola Boola" is not the official fight 

song, albeit being the origin of the university's unofficial 

motto. The official Yale fight song, "Bulldog" was written by 

Cole Porter during his undergraduate days and is sung after 

touchdowns during a football game. Additionally, two other 

songs, "Down the Field" by C.W. O'Conner, and "Bingo Eli 

Yale", also by Cole Porter, are still sung at football games. 

According to College Fight Songs: An Annotated Anthology 

published in 1998, "Down the Field" ranks as the fourth-

greatest fight song of all time.  

Mascot 

The school mascot is "Handsome Dan," the Yale bulldog, and 

the Yale fight song contains the refrain, "Bulldog, bulldog, bow 

wow wow". The school color, since 1894, is Yale Blue. Yale's 

Handsome Dan is believed to be the first college mascot in 

America, having been established in 1889.  
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Notable people 

• Benefactors 

Yale has had many financial supporters, but some stand out by 

the magnitude or timeliness of their contributions. Among 

those who have made large donations commemorated at the 

university are: Elihu Yale; Jeremiah Dummer; the Harkness 

family (Edward, Anna, and William); the Beinecke family 

(Edwin, Frederick, and Walter); John William Sterling; Payne 

Whitney; Joseph Earl Sheffield, Paul Mellon, Charles B. G. 

Murphy, Joseph Tsai, and William K. Lanman. The Yale Class 

of 1954, led by Richard Gilder, donated $70 million in 

commemoration of their 50th reunion. Charles B. Johnson, a 

1954 graduate of Yale College, pledged a $250 million gift in 

2013 to support the construction of two new residential 

colleges. The colleges have been named respectively in honor of 

Pauli Murray and Benjamin Franklin. A $100 million 

contribution by Stephen Adams enabled the Yale School of 

Music to become tuition-free and the Adams Center for Musical 

Arts to be built.  

Notable alumni 

Over its history, Yale has produced many distinguished alumni 

in a variety of fields, ranging from the public to private sector. 

According to 2020 data, around 71% of undergraduates join 

the workforce, while the next largest majority of 16.6% go on to 

attend graduate or professional schools. Yale graduates have 

been recipients of 252 Rhodes Scholarships, 123 Marshall 

Scholarships, 67 Truman Scholarships, 21 Churchill 
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Scholarships, and 9 Mitchell Scholarships. The university is 

also the second largest producer of Fulbright Scholars, with a 

total of 1,199 in its history and has produced 89 MacArthur 

Fellows. The U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational 

and Cultural Affairs ranked Yale fifth among research 

institutions producing the most 2020–2021 Fulbright Scholars. 

Additionally, 31 living billionaires are Yale alumni.  

At Yale, one of the most popular undergraduate majors among 

Juniors and Seniors is political science, with many students 

going on to serve careers in government and politics. Former 

presidents who attended Yale for undergrad include William 

Howard Taft, George H. W. Bush, and George W. Bush while 

former presidents Gerald Ford and Bill Clinton attended Yale 

Law School. Former vice-president and influential antebellum 

era politician John C. Calhoun also graduated from Yale. 

Former world leaders include Italian prime minister Mario 

Monti, Turkish prime minister Tansu Çiller, Mexican president 

Ernesto Zedillo, German president Karl Carstens, Philippine 

president José Paciano Laurel, Latvian president Valdis 

Zatlers, Taiwanese premier Jiang Yi-huah, and Malawian 

president Peter Mutharika, among others. Prominent royals 

who graduated are Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden, and 

Olympia Bonaparte, Princess Napoléon. 

Yale alumni have had considerable presence in U.S. 

government in all three branches. On the U.S. Supreme Court, 

19 justices have been Yale alumni, including current Associate 

Justices Sonia Sotomayor, Samuel Alito, Clarence Thomas, and 

Brett Kavanaugh. Numerous Yale alumni have been U.S. 

Senators, including current Senators Michael Bennet, Richard 

Blumenthal, Cory Booker, Sherrod Brown, Chris Coons, Amy 
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Klobuchar, Ben Sasse, and Sheldon Whitehouse. Current and 

former cabinet members include Secretaries of State John 

Kerry, Hillary Clinton, Cyrus Vance, and Dean Acheson; U.S. 

Secretaries of the Treasury Oliver Wolcott, Robert Rubin, 

Nicholas F. Brady, Steven Mnuchin, and Janet Yellen; U.S. 

Attorney Generals Nicholas Katzenbach, John Ashcroft, and 

Edward H. Levi; and many others. 

Peace Corps founder and American diplomat Sargent Shriver 

and public official and urban planner Robert Moses are Yale 

alumni. Yale has produced numerous award-winning authors 

and influential writers, like Nobel Prize in Literature laureate 

Sinclair Lewis and Pulitzer Prize winners Stephen Vincent 

Benét, Thornton Wilder, Doug Wright, and David McCullough. 

Academy Award winning actors, actresses, and directors 

include Jodie Foster, Paul Newman, Meryl Streep, Elia Kazan, 

George Roy Hill, Lupita Nyong'o, Oliver Stone, and Frances 

McDormand. Alumni from Yale have also made notable 

contributions to both music and the arts. Leading American 

composer from the 20th century Charles Ives, Broadway 

composer Cole Porter,  

Grammy award winner David Lang, and award-winning jazz 

pianist and composer Vijay Iyer all hail from Yale. Hugo Boss 

Prize winner Matthew Barney, famed American sculptor 

Richard Serra, President Barack Obama presidential portrait 

painter Kehinde Wiley, MacArthur Fellow and contemporary 

artist Sarah Sze, Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist Garry 

Trudeau, and National Medal of Arts photorealist painter 

Chuck Close all graduated from Yale. Additional alumni 

include architect and Presidential Medal of Freedom winner 

Maya Lin, Pritzker Prize winner Norman Foster, and Gateway 



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

44 

Arch designer Eero Saarinen. Journalists and pundits include 

Dick Cavett, Chris Cuomo, Anderson Cooper, William F. 

Buckley, Jr., and Fareed Zakaria. 

 

In business, Yale has had numerous alumni and former 

students go on to become founders of influential business, like 

William Boeing (Boeing, United Airlines), Briton Hadden and 

Henry Luce (Time Magazine), Stephen A. Schwarzman 

(Blackstone Group), Frederick W. Smith (FedEx), Juan Trippe 

(Pan Am), Harold Stanley (Morgan Stanley), Bing Gordon 

(Electronic Arts), and Ben Silbermann (Pinterest). Other 

business people from Yale include former chairman and CEO of 

Sears Holdings Edward Lampert, former Time Warner president 

Jeffrey Bewkes, former PepsiCo chairperson and CEO Indra 

Nooyi, sports agent Donald Dell, and investor/philanthropist 

Sir John Templeton,  

Yale alumni distinguished in academia include literary critic 

and historian Henry Louis Gates, economists Irving Fischer, 

Mahbub ul Haq, and Nobel Prize laureate Paul Krugman; Nobel 

Prize in Physics laureates Ernest Lawrence and Murray Gell-
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Mann; Fields Medalist John G. Thompson; Human Genome 

Project leader and National Institutes of Health director 

Francis S. Collins; brain surgery pioneer Harvey Cushing; 

pioneering computer scientist Grace Hopper; influential 

mathematician and chemist Josiah Willard Gibbs; National 

Women's Hall of Fame inductee and biochemist Florence B. 

Seibert; Turing Award recipient Ron Rivest; inventors Samuel 

F.B. Morse and Eli Whitney; Nobel Prize in Chemistry laureate 

John B. Goodenough; lexicographer Noah Webster; and 

theologians Jonathan Edwards and Reinhold Niebuhr.  

In the sporting arena, Yale alumni include baseball players 

Ron Darling and Craig Breslow and baseball executives Theo 

Epstein and George Weiss; football players Calvin Hill, Gary 

Fenick, Amos Alonzo Stagg, and "the Father of American 

Football" Walter Camp; ice hockey players Chris Higgins and 

Olympian Helen Resor; Olympic figure skaters Sarah Hughes 

and Nathan Chen; nine-time U.S. Squash men's champion 

Julian Illingworth; Olympic swimmer Don Schollander; Olympic 

rowers Josh West and Rusty Wailes; Olympic sailor Stuart 

McNay; Olympic runner Frank Shorter; and others.  

In fiction and popular culture 

Yale University, as one of the oldest universities in the United 

States, is a cultural referent as an institution that produces 

some of the most elite members of society and its grounds, 

alumni, and students have been prominently portrayed in 

fiction and U.S. popular culture.  

For example, Owen Johnson's novel Stover at Yale follows the 

college career of Dink Stover, and Frank Merriwell, the model 
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for all later juvenile sports fiction, plays football, baseball, 

crew, and track at Yale while solving mysteries and righting 

wrongs. Yale University also is mentioned in F. Scott 

Fitzgerald's novel The Great Gatsby. The narrator, Nick 

Carraway, wrote a series of editorials for the Yale News, and 

Tom Buchanan was "one of the most powerful ends that ever 

played football" for Yale. In the popular TV show The Simpsons, 

Mr. Burns is a Yale alumnus.  

  



Chapter 2 

Kaskaskia, Illinois 

Kaskaskia is a village in Randolph County, Illinois. Having 

been inhabited by indigenous peoples, it was settled by France 

as part of the Illinois Country. Its population peaked at about 

7,000 in the 18th century, when it was a regional center. 

During the American Revolutionary War, the town, which by 

then had become an administrative center for the British 

Province of Quebec, was taken by the Virginia militia during 

the Illinois campaign.  

It was designated as the county seat of Illinois County, 

Virginia, after which it became part of the Northwest Territory 

in 1787. Kaskaskia was later named as the capital of the 

United States' Illinois Territory, created on February 3, 1809. 

In 1818, when Illinois became the 21st U.S. state, the town 

briefly served as the state's first capital until 1819, when the 

capital was moved to more centrally located Vandalia.  

Most of the town was destroyed in April 1881 by flooding, as 

the Mississippi River shifted eastward to a new channel, taking 

over the lower 10 mi (16 km) of the Kaskaskia River. This 

resulted from deforestation of the river banks during the 19th 

century, due to crews taking wood for fuel to feed the 

steamboat and railroad traffic. The river now passes east 

rather than west of the town. The state boundary line, 

however, remained in its original location. Accordingly, if the 

Mississippi River is considered to be a break in physical 

continuity, Kaskaskia is an exclave of Illinois, lying west of the 

Mississippi and accessible only from Missouri. A small bridge 
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crosses the old riverbed, now a creek that is sometimes filled 

with water during flood season.  

In the 2010 United States Census the population was 14, 

making it the second least populous incorporated community 

in Illinois behind Valley City, which had a population of 13. 

Kaskaskia has an Illinois telephone area code (618) and a 

Missouri ZIP Code (63673). Its roads are maintained by Illinois 

Department of Transportation, and its few residents vote in 

Illinois elections. The town was evacuated in the Great Flood of 

1993, which covered it with water more than 9 ft (3 m) deep.  

History 

French settlement 

The site of Kaskaskia near the Mississippi River was long 

inhabited by varying Native American indigenous peoples for 

thousands of years. The Kaskaskia, part of the Illiniwek 

peoples, lived in this area at the time of European encounter 

and traded with the early French colonists. Historically this 

name was referred to with many spelling variations, as 

Kasklas, Kaskasky, Cas-caskias, Kasquskias, and Kaskaskias.  

In 1703, French Jesuit missionaries established a mission with 

the goal of converting the Native Americans to Catholicism. The 

congregation built its first stone church in 1714. The French 

also had a fur trading post in the village. Canadien settlers 

moved in to farm and to exploit the lead mines on the opposite 

side of the river (now in Missouri).  
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Favorably situated on a peninsula on the east side of the 

Mississippi River, Kaskaskia became a large settlement center 

attracting a large proportion of the region's Native American 

population. It became the capital of Upper Louisiana and the 

French built Fort de Chartres nearby in 1718. In the same year 

they imported the first enslaved Africans, shipped from Santo 

Domingo in the Caribbean, to work as laborers in the lead 

mines.  

From the years of early French settlement, Kaskaskia was a 

multicultural village, consisting of a few French men and 

numerous Illinois and other American Indians. In 1707, the 

population of the community was estimated at 2,200, the 

majority of them Illinois who lived somewhat apart from the 

Europeans.  

Writing of Kaskaskia about 1715, a visitor said that the village 

consisted of 400 Illinois men, "good people;" two Jesuit 

missionaries, and "about twenty French voyageurs who have 

settled there and married Indian women." Of 21 children whose 

birth and baptism was recorded in Kaskaskia before 1714, 18 

had mothers who were Indian and 20 had fathers who were 

French. One devout Catholic, full-blooded Indian woman 

disowned her mixed-race son for living "among the savage 

nations".  

Many of the Canadiens and their descendants at Kaskaskia 

became voyageurs and coureurs des bois, who would explore 

and exploit the Missouri River country for fur trading. The 

Canadiens had the goal of trading with all the Prairie tribes, 

and beyond them, with the Spanish colony in New Mexico. The 

Spanish intended to keep control of the latter trade. The 
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Canadien goals stimulated the expedition of Claude Charles Du 

Tisne to establish trade relations with the Plains Indians in 

1719.  

King Louis XV sent a bell to Kaskaskia in 1741 for its church, 

one of several constructed there. During the years of French 

rule, Kaskaskia and the other agricultural settlements in the 

Illinois Country were critical for supplying Lower Louisiana, 

especially New Orleans, with wheat and corn, as these staple 

crops could not be grown in the Gulf climate. Farmers shipped 

tons of flour south over the years, which helped New Orleans 

survive.  

The French settlers raised Fort Kaskaskia around 1759; the 

fort stood atop the bluff that overlooked the frontier village.[1] 

"Fort Kaskaskia" is not technically a "fort", but an earthen 

redoubt. Frontier settlers throughout Woodland North America 

often built such redoubts for defense during times of threat 

from Native Americans.  

In 1763, the French ceded the Illinois country, including 

Kaskaskia and the redoubt, to Great Britain after being 

defeated in the Seven Years War (known as the French and 

Indian War on the North American front). The British did not 

use the redoubt but from 1766 through 1772, maintained a 

rotating detachment of around 25 men under a junior officer, 

from Fort de Chartres. They used the Jesuit compound as their 

base.  

Rather than live under British rule after France ceded the 

territory east of the river, many French-speaking people from 

Kaskaskia and other colonial towns had moved west of the 

Mississippi to Ste. Genevieve, St. Louis, and other areas. In 
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May 1772, when the British abandoned Fort de Chartres, 

Kaskaskia continued to survive as a primarily French-speaking 

village on the Mississippi River frontier.  

American settlement 

During one of the westernmost military campaigns of the 

American Revolution, the city fell on July 4, 1778, to George 

Rogers Clark and his force of 200 men, including Captains 

Joseph Bowman and Leonard Helm. The parish rang the 

church bell in celebration, and it has since been called the 

"liberty bell". The brick church, built in 1843 in the squared-

off French style, was later moved to the restored village of 

Kaskaskia on the west side of the Mississippi.  

As a center of the regional economy, Kaskaskia served as the 

capital of Illinois Territory from 1809 until statehood was 

gained in 1818, and then as the state capital until 1819. The 

first Illinois newspaper, the Illinois Herald, was published here 

on June 24, 1814.  

The city's peak population was about 7,000, before the capital 

was moved in 1819 to Vandalia. Although the introduction of 

steamboats on the Mississippi River stimulated the economies 

of river towns, in the 19th century, their use also had 

devastating environmental effects.  

Deforestation of the river banks followed steamboat crews' 

regular cutting of trees, which were used to feed the engine 

boiler fires as fuel to power the steamboats. Through this 

rapid, man-made erosion, river banks became unstable, 

resulting in massive amounts of soil to collapse into the 

flowing water.  
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Effects on the Mississippi River 

From St. Louis to the confluence of the Ohio River, the 

Mississippi became wider and more shallow, resulting in more 

severe seasonal flooding. In the late 19th century, the town 

was cut off from the Illinois mainland and mostly destroyed by 

repeated flooding and a channel change by the Mississippi 

River. Much of the former property of Kaskaskia and other 

French colonial towns on the river has been lost. Following the 

Great Flood of 1844, residents of Kaskaskia relocated the town 

to the south. The original location of Kaskaskia became an 

island, surrounded by the Mississippi River. The flood of 1881 

destroyed all remnants of the original town and the Mississippi 

shifted into the channel of the Kaskaskia River, passing east 

instead of west of the town.  

Parts of the town were rebuilt in the new area. As the 

Mississippi continued to flow through its new bed, earth was 

deposited so that the village land became physically attached 

to the west bank of the river, which primarily lies within the 

boundaries of the state of Missouri. Now a bayou, the old 

channel is regularly flooded by the river. A small bridge carries 

traffic from the mainland over the bayou to Kaskaskia and its 

surrounding farmlands in the floodplain. A levee lines the river 

to the east. In 1893 the people of the town moved and rebuilt 

the Church of the Immaculate Conception at Kaskaskia. They 

also built a shrine in a similar style nearby to house the 

"liberty bell."  

By 1950, only 112 people lived in Kaskaskia. By 1970, the 

population had fallen to 79, and it continued to decline to 33 

in 1980. The town was submerged under nine feet of water by 
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the Great Flood of 1993, which reached the roofs of the 

buildings. By 2000, with nine residents, Kaskaskia was almost 

a ghost town, the least populous incorporated community in 

the State of Illinois.  

Geography 

Kaskaskia is located at 37°55 ′17″N89°54 ′59″W. According to 

the 2010 census, Kaskaskia has a total area of 0.11 square 

miles (0.28 km), all land. However, the village comprises only a 

small part of Kaskaskia Precinct, which includes all of 

Randolph County's land west of the Mississippi. The precinct 

forms an exclave of Illinois within Missouri. Kaskaskia Precinct 

has a land area of 24.037 sq mi (62.256 km) and a 2000 

census population of 36 people. In 1993 the Mississippi River 

almost completely flooded the island.  

Demographics 

As of the census of 2000, there were 9 people, 4 households, 

and 3 families residing in the village. The population density 

was 83.0/sq mi (32.0/km). There were 5 housing units at an 

average density of 46.1/sq mi (17.8/km). The racial makeup of 

the village was 7 White, 1 Pacific Islander, 1 from other races. 

There were 2 Hispanics or Latinos of any race.  

There were four households, none of which had children under 

the age of 18 living with them. Two were married couples living 

together, one had a female householder with no husband 

present, and one was a non-family. One household was made 

up of individuals, and one had someone living alone who was 
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65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.25 

and the average family size was 2.67.  

In the village two people were under the age of 18, both girls. 

There was one person from 18 to 24, one from 25 to 44, two 

from 45 to 64, and three who were 65 years of age or older. The 

median age was 48 years. There were seven females and two 

males.  

  



Chapter 3 

Province of Carolina 

Carolina was a province of England (1663–1707) and Great 

Britain (1707–1712) that existed in North America and the 

Caribbean from 1663 until partitioned into North and South on 

January 24, 1712. It is part of present-day Alabama, Georgia, 

Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and 

The Bahamas.  

Etymology 

"Carolina" is taken from the Latin word for "Charles" (Carolus), 

honoring King Charles II, and was first named in the 1663 

Royal Charter granting to Edward, Earl of Clarendon; George, 

Duke of Albemarle; William, Lord Craven; John, Lord Berkeley; 

Anthony, Lord Ashley; Sir George Carteret, Sir William 

Berkeley, and Sir John Colleton the right to settle lands in the 

present-day U.S. states of North Carolina, Tennessee, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida.  

Background 

On October 30, 1629, King Charles I of England granted a 

patent to Sir Robert Heath for the lands south of 36 degrees 

and north of 31 degrees, "under the name, in honor of that 

king, of Carolana." Carolus is Latin for 'Charles'. Heath wanted 

the land for French Huguenots, but when Charles restricted 

use of the land to members of the Church of England, Heath 

assigned his grant to George, Lord Berkeley. King Charles I 
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was executed in 1649 and Heath fled to France where he died. 

Following the 1660 restoration of the monarchy, Robert 

Heath's heirs attempted to reassert their claim to the land, but 

Charles II ruled the claim invalid.  

Although the Lost Colony on Roanoke Island was the first 

English attempt at settlement in the Carolina territory, the 

first permanent English settlement was not established until 

1653, when emigrants from the Virginia Colony, with others 

from New England and Bermuda, settled at the mouths of the 

Chowan and Roanoke Rivers, on the shores of Albemarle 

Sound, in the northeastern corner of present-day North 

Carolina. The Albemarle Settlements, preceding the royal 

charter by ten years, came to be known in Virginia as "Rogues' 

Harbor". By 1664, the region was organized as Albemarle 

County.  

Within three generations of Columbus, the Spanish from their 

Florida base had started to emigrate up the coast of modern 

North Carolina. A hostile Virginia tribe drove them back to 

Georgia. A Scottish contingent had meanwhile settled in South 

Carolina only to be extirpated by the Spanish, who inhabited 

Parris Island as late as 1655. The Spanish were again beaten 

back to Georgia.  

History 

On March 24, 1663, Charles II issued a new charter to a group 

of eight English noblemen, granting them the land of Carolina, 

as a reward for their faithful support of his efforts to regain 

the throne of England. The eight were called Lords Proprietors 

or simply Proprietors. The 1663 charter granted the Lords 
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Proprietor title to all of the land from the southern border of 

the Virginia Colony at 36 degrees north to 31 degrees north 

(along the coast of present-day Georgia). The King intended for 

the newly created province to serve as an English bulwark to 

contest lands claimed by Spanish Florida and prevent their 

northward expansion.  

The Lords Proprietors named in the charter were Edward Hyde, 

1st Earl of Clarendon; George Monck, 1st Duke of Albemarle; 

William Craven, 1st Earl of Craven; John Berkeley, 1st Baron 

Berkeley of Stratton; Anthony Ashley Cooper, 1st Earl of 

Shaftesbury; Sir George Carteret; Sir William Berkeley (brother 

of John); and Sir John Colleton. Of the eight, the one who 

demonstrated the most active interest in Carolina was Lord 

Shaftesbury. Shaftesbury, with the assistance of his secretary, 

the philosopher John Locke, drafted the Grand Model for the 

Province of Carolina (which included the Fundamental 

Constitutions of Carolina), a plan for government of the colony 

heavily influenced by the ideas of the English political 

scientist, James Harrington. Some of the other Lords 

Proprietors also had interests in other colonies: for instance, 

John Berkeley and George Carteret held stakes in the Province 

of New Jersey, and William Berkeley had an interest in 

Virginia. The Lords Proprietors, operating under their royal 

charter, were able to exercise their authority with nearly the 

independence of the king himself. The actual government 

consisted of a governor, a powerful council, on which half of 

the councillors were appointed by the Lords Proprietors 

themselves, and a relatively weak, popularly elected assembly.  

In 1663, Captain William Hilton had noted the presence of a 

wooden cross erected by the Spaniards that still stood before 
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the town meeting house of the Indians living at what later 

became Port Royal. In 1665, Sir John Yeamans established a 

second short-lived English settlement on the Cape Fear River, 

near present-day Wilmington, North Carolina, which he named 

Clarendon.  

In 1665, the charter was revised slightly (see Royal Colonial 

Boundary of 1665), with the northerly boundary extended to 36 

degrees 30 minutes north to include the lands of settlers along 

the Albemarle Sound who had left the Virginia Colony. 

Likewise, the southern boundary was moved south to 29 

degrees north, just south of present-day Daytona Beach, 

Florida, which had the effect of including the existing Spanish 

settlement at St. Augustine. The charter also granted all the 

land, between these northerly and southerly bounds, from the 

Atlantic, westward to the shores of the Pacific Ocean.  

The Lords Proprietors founded a sturdier new settlement when 

they sent 150 colonists to the province in early 1670, landing 

them at a location south of the other settlements, near 

present-day Charleston, South Carolina. In 1669, William 

Sayle of Bermuda had taken over the command of the party of 

settlers gathered in Bermuda after Sir John Yeamans resigned 

while undergoing repairs of his vessel in Bermuda. Most of the 

party was made up of emigrants from England who had arrived 

in Bermuda en route to the establishment of the settlement in 

the Carolinas. Sayle arrived in Carolina aboard a Bermuda 

sloop with a number of Bermudian families to found the town 

of Charleston. In 1670, William Sayle, then in his eighties, 

became the first Colonial Governor of the colony of Carolina. 

Many of the other colonists were planters from Barbados. The 

"Charles Town" settlement, as it was known then, developed 



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

59 

more rapidly than the Albemarle and Cape Fear settlements 

due to the advantages of a natural harbor and expanding trade 

with the West Indies. Charles Town was made the principal 

seat of government for the entire province; Lord Shaftesbury 

specified its street plan. The nearby Ashley and Cooper rivers 

are named for him.  

Due to their remoteness from each other, the northern and 

southern sections of the colony operated more or less 

independently until 1691, when Philip Ludwell was appointed 

governor of the entire province. From that time until 1708, the 

northern and southern settlements remained under one 

government. The north continued to have its own assembly and 

council; the governor resided in Charles Towne and appointed 

a deputy-governor for the north. During this period, the two-

halves of the province began increasingly to be known as North 

Carolina and South Carolina.  

Government 

In 1669, the Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina divided 

the colony of Carolina into two provinces, Albemarle province 

in the north and Clarendon province in the south. Due to 

dissent over the governance of the colony, and the distance 

between settlements in the northern half and settlements in 

the southern half, in 1691 a deputy governor was appointed to 

administer the northern half of Carolina (Albemarle province). 

In 1712, the two provinces became separate colonies, the 

colony of North Carolina (formerly Albemarle province) and the 

colony of South Carolina (formerly Clarendon province).  
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Carolina was the first of three colonies in North America 

settled by the English to have a comprehensive plan. Known as 

the Grand Model, or Grand Modell, it was composed of a 

constitution and detailed guidelines for settlement and 

development. The constitution, titled Fundamental 

Constitutions of Carolina, was drafted by the philosopher John 

Locke under the direction of Anthony Ashley Cooper (later 

made Earl of Shaftesbury).  

From 1708 to 1710, due to disquiet over attempts to establish 

the Anglican church in the province, the people were unable to 

agree on a slate of elected officials; consequently, there was no 

recognized and legal government for more than two years, a 

period which culminated in Cary's Rebellion when the Lords 

Proprietors finally commissioned a new governor. This 

circumstance, coupled with the Tuscarora War and the 

Yamasee War, and the inability of the Lords Proprietors to act 

decisively, led to separate governments for North and South 

Carolina.  

Some take this period as the establishment of separate 

colonies, but that did not officially occur until 1729 when 

seven of the Lords Proprietors sold their interests in Carolina 

to the Crown, and both North Carolina and South Carolina 

became royal colonies. The eighth share was Sir George 

Carteret's, which had passed to his great-grandson John 

Carteret, 2nd Earl Granville. He retained ownership of a sixty-

mile-wide strip of land in North Carolina adjoining the Virginia 

boundary, which became known as the Granville District. This 

district was to become the scene of many disputes, from 1729 

until the American Revolutionary War, at which time it was 

seized by the North Carolina revolutionary government. 
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Governments under proprietary rule and under crown rule 

were similarly organized. The primary difference was who was 

to appoint the governing officials: the Lords Proprietors or the 

Sovereign.  

Although the division between the northern and southern 

governments became complete in 1712, both colonies remained 

in the hands of the same group of proprietors. A rebellion 

against the proprietors broke out in 1719 which led to the 

appointment of a royal governor for South Carolina in 1720. 

After nearly a decade in which the British government sought 

to locate and buy out the proprietors, both North and South 

Carolina became royal colonies in 1729.  

  



Chapter 4 

House of Burgesses 

The House of Burgesseswas the elected representative element 

of the Virginia General Assembly, the legislative body of the 

Colony of Virginia. With the creation of the House of Burgesses 

in 1642, the General Assembly, which had been established in 

1619, became a bicameral institution.  

From 1642 to 1776, the House of Burgesses was an instrument 

of government alongside the royally-appointed colonial 

governor and the upper-house Council of State in the General 

House.  

When the Virginia colony declared its independence from the 

Kingdom of Great Britain at the Fifth Virginia Convention in 

1776 and became the independent Commonwealth of Virginia, 

the House of Burgesses became the House of Delegates, which 

continues to serve as the lower house of the General Assembly. 

Early years 

The Colony of Virginia was founded by a joint-stock company, 

the Virginia Company, as a private venture- though under a 

royal charter. Early governors provided the stern leadership 

and harsh judgments required for the colony to survive its 

early difficulties.  

Early crises with famine, disease, Native American raids, the 

need to establish cash crops, and lack of skilled or committed 
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labor, meant the colony needed to attract enough new and 

responsible settlers if it were to grow and prosper.  

To encourage settlers to come to Virginia, in November 1618 

the Virginia Company's leaders gave instructions to the new 

governor, Sir George Yeardley, which became known as "the 

great charter."  

Emigrants who paid their own way to Virginia would receive 

fifty acres of land and not be mere tenants. The civil authority 

would control the military. In 1619, based on the instructions, 

Governor Yeardley initiated the election of 22 burgesses by the 

settlements and Jamestown. They, together with the royally-

appointed Governor and six-member Council of State, would 

form the first General Assembly as a unicameral body.  

The governor could veto its actions and the Company still 

maintained overall control of the venture, but the settlers 

would have a limited say in the management of their own 

affairs, including their finances.  

A House of Assembly was created at the same time in Bermuda 

(which had also been settled by the Virginia Company, and was 

by then managed by its offshoot, the Somers Isles Company) 

and held its first session in 1620.  

A handful of Polish craftsmen, brought to the colony to supply 

skill in the manufacture of pitch, tar, potash, and soap ash, 

were initially denied full political rights. They downed their 

tools in protest but returned to work after being declared free 

and enfranchised, apparently by agreement with the Virginia 

Company.  
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First session 

On July 30, 1619, Governor Yeardley convened the General 

Assembly as the first representative legislature in the Americas 

for a six-day meeting at the new timber church on Jamestown 

Island, Virginia. The unicameral Assembly was composed of the 

Governor, a Council of State appointed by the Virginia 

Company, and the 22 locally elected representatives.  

The Assembly's first session of July 30, 1619, was cut short by 

an outbreak of malaria and adjourned after five days. On the 

third day of the assembly, the assembly's Journal noted "Mr. 

Shelley, one of the Burgesses, deceased."  

Twenty-two (22) members were sent to the assembly from the 

following constituencies: From James City: (Captain William 

Powell, Ensign William Spence of Spence); From Charles City: 

(Samuel Sharpe, Samuel Jordan); From the City of Henricus: 

(Thomas Dowse, John Pollington sometimes shown as Polentine 

or similar variations); From Kecoughtan: (Captain William 

Tucker, William Capps); From Smythe's Hundred (Captain 

Thomas Graves, Walter Shelley); From Martin's Hundred (John 

Boys, John Jackson); From Argall's Gift Plantation (Thomas 

Pawlett, Edward Gourgainy); From Flowerdew (or Flowerdieu) 

Hundred Plantation: (Ensign Edmund Rossingham, John 

Jefferson (burgess); From Captain Lawne's Plantation: (Captain 

Christopher Lawne, Ensign Washer); From Captain Ward's 

Plantation: (Captain John Warde or Ward, Lieutenant John 

Gibbs or Gibbes); and From Martin's Brandon (Captain John 

Martin's Plantation): (Thomas Davis, Robert Stacy). The latter 

two burgesses were excluded from the assembly because John 

Martin refused to give up a clause in his land patent that 
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exempted his borough "from any command of the colony except 

it be aiding and assisting the same against any foreign or 

domestic enemy."  

Later 17th century 

Especially after the massacre of almost 400 colonists on March 

22, 1621/22 by Native Americans, and epidemics in the 

winters before and after the massacre, the governor and 

council ruled arbitrarily, showing great contempt for the 

assembly and allowing no dissent.  

By 1624, the royal government in London had heard enough 

about the problems of the colony and revoked the charter of 

the Virginia Company. Virginia became a crown colony and the 

governor and council would be appointed by the Crown. 

Nonetheless, the Assembly maintained management of local 

affairs with some informal royal assent, although it was not 

royally confirmed until 1639.  

In 1634, the General Assembly divided the colony into eight 

shires (later renamed counties) for purposes of government, 

administration, and the judicial system. By 1643, the 

expanding colony had 15 counties. All of the county offices, 

including a board of commissioners, judges, sheriff, constable, 

and clerks, were appointed positions. Only the burgesses were 

elected by a vote of the people. Women had no right to vote. 

Only free and white men originally were given the right to vote, 

by 1670 only property owners were allowed to vote.  

In 1642, Governor William Berkeley urged the creation of a 

bicameral legislature, which the Assembly promptly 
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implemented; the House of Burgesses was thus formed and met 

separately from the Council of State.  

In 1652, the parliamentary forces of Oliver Cromwell forced the 

colony to submit to being taken over by the English 

government. Again, the colonists were able to retain the 

General Assembly as their governing body. Only taxes agreed 

to by the assembly were to be levied. Still, most Virginia 

colonists were loyal to Prince Charles and were pleased with 

his restoration as King Charles II in 1660. He went on directly 

or indirectly to restrict some of the liberties of the colonists, 

such as requiring tobacco to be shipped only to England, only 

on English ships, with the price set by the English merchant 

buyers; but the General Assembly remained.  

A majority of the members of the General Assembly of 1676 

were supporters of Nathaniel Bacon. They enacted legislation 

designed to further popular sovereignty and representative 

government and to equalize opportunities. Bacon took little 

part in the deliberations since he was busy fighting the Native 

Americans.  

The statehouse in Jamestown burned down for the fourth time 

on October 20, 1698. The General Assembly met temporarily in 

Middle Plantation, 11 miles (18 km) inland from Jamestown, 

and then in 1699 permanently moved the capital of the colony 

to Middle Plantation, which they renamed Williamsburg.  

Moving toward independence 

The French and Indian War in North America from 1754 to 

1763 resulted in local colonial losses and economic disruption. 
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Higher taxes were to follow, and adverse local reactions to 

these and how they were determined would drive events well 

into the next decade.  

In 1764, desiring revenue from its North American colonies, 

Parliament passed the first law specifically aimed at raising 

colonial money for the Crown. The Sugar Act increased duties 

on non-British goods shipped to the colonies. The same year, 

the Currency Act prohibited American colonies from issuing 

their own currency.  

These angered many American colonists and began colonial 

opposition with protests. By the end of the year, many colonies 

were practicing non-importation, a refusal to use imported 

British goods.  

In 1765, the British Quartering Act, which required the 

colonies to provide barracks and supplies to British troops, 

further angered American colonists; and to raise more money 

for Britain, Parliament enacted the Stamp Act on the American 

colonies, to tax newspapers, almanacs, pamphlets, broadsides, 

legal documents, dice, and playing cards. American colonists 

responded to Parliament's acts with organized protest 

throughout the colonies.  

A network of secret organizations known as the Sons of Liberty 

was created to intimidate the stamp agents collecting the 

taxes, and before the Stamp Act could take effect, all the 

appointed stamp agents in the colonies had resigned. The 

Massachusetts Assembly suggested a meeting of all colonies to 

work for the repeal of the Stamp Act, and all but four colonies 

were represented. The colonists also increased their non-

importation efforts, and sought to increase in local production.  
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In May 1765, Patrick Henry presented a series of resolves that 

became known as the Virginia Resolves, denouncing the Stamp 

Act and denying the authority of the British parliament to tax 

the colonies, since they were not represented by elected 

members of parliament. Newspapers around the colonies 

published all his resolves, even the most radical ones which 

had not been passed by the assembly. The assembly also sent a 

1768 Petition, Memorial, and Remonstrance to Parliament.  

From 1769 -1775 Thomas Jefferson represented Albemarle 

County as a delegate in the Virginia House of Burgesses. He 

pursued reforms to slavery and introduced legislation allowing 

masters to take control over the emancipation of slaves in 

1769, taking discretion away from the royal Governor and 

General Court. Jefferson persuaded his cousin Richard Bland 

to spearhead the legislation's passage, but the reaction was 

strongly negative.  

In 1769 the Virginia House of Burgesses passed several 

resolutions condemning Britain's stationing troops in Boston 

following the Massachusetts Circular Letter of the previous 

year; these resolutions stated that only Virginia's governor and 

legislature could tax its citizens. The members also drafted a 

formal letter to the King, completing it just before the 

legislature was dissolved by Virginia's royal governor.  

In 1774, after Parliament passed the Boston Port Act to close 

Boston Harbor, the House of Burgesses adopted resolutions in 

support of the Boston colonists which resulted in Virginia's 

royal governor, John Murray, 4th Earl of Dunmore, dissolving 

the assembly. The burgesses then reassembled on their own 

and issued calls for the first of five Virginia Conventions. 
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These conventions were essentially meetings of the House of 

Burgesses without the governor and Council, Peyton Randolph 

the Speaker of the House would serve as the President of the 

convention, and they would elect delegates to the Continental 

Congress. The First Continental Congress passed their 

Declaration and Resolves, which inter alia claimed that 

American colonists were equal to all other British citizens, 

protested against taxation without representation, and stated 

that Britain could not tax the colonists since they were not 

represented in Parliament.  

In 1775 the burgesses, meeting in conventions, listened to 

Patrick Henry deliver his "give me liberty or give me death" 

speech and raised regiments. The House of Burgesses was 

called back by Lord Dunmore one last time in June 1775 to 

address British Prime Minister Lord North'sConciliatory 

Resolution. Randolph, who was a delegate to the Continental 

Congress, returned to Williamsburg to take his place as 

Speaker. Randolph indicated that the resolution had not been 

sent to the Congress (it had instead been sent to each colony 

individually in an attempt to divide them and bypass the 

Continental Congress). The House of Burgesses rejected the 

proposal, which was also later rejected by the Continental 

Congress. The burgesses formed a Committee of Safety to take 

over governance in the absence of the royal governor, 

Dunmore, who had organized loyalists forces but after defeats, 

he took refuge on a British warship.  

In 1776 the House of Burgesses ended. The final entry in the 

Journals of the House of Burgesses is "6th of May. 16 Geo. III. 

1776 … FINIS." Edmund Pendleton, a member of the House of 

Burgesses (and President of the Committee of Safety) who was 
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present at the final meeting, wrote in a letter to Richard Henry 

Lee on the following day, "We met in an assembly yesterday 

and determined not to adjourn, but let that body die." Later on 

the same morning, the members of the fifth and final Virginia 

Revolutionary Convention met in the chamber of the House of 

Burgesses in Williamsburg and elected Pendleton its president. 

The convention voted for independence from Britain.  

The former colony had become the independent Commonwealth 

of Virginia and the convention created the Constitution of 

Virginia with a new General Assembly, composed of an elected 

Senate and an elected House of Delegates. The House of 

Delegates acceded to the role of the former House of Burgesses.  

Meeting places 

In 1619, the General Assembly first met in the church in 

Jamestown. Subsequent meetings continued to take place in 

Jamestown.  

In 1700, the seat of the House of Burgesses was moved from 

Jamestown to Middle Plantation, near what was soon renamed 

Williamsburg.  

The Burgesses met there, first (1700 to 1704) in the Great Hall 

of what is now called the Wren Building at the College of 

William and Mary, while the Capitol was under construction. 

When the Capitol burned in 1747, the legislature moved back 

into the college until the second Capitol was completed in 

1754. The present Capitol building at Colonial Williamsburg is 

a reconstruction of the earlier of the two lost buildings.  
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In 1779, and effective in April 1780, the House of Delegates 

moved the capital city to Richmond during the American 

Revolutionary War for safety reasons.  

Legacy 

The House of Burgesses became the House of Delegates in 

1776, retaining its status as the lower house of the General 

Assembly, the legislative branch of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. Through the General Assembly and House of 

Burgesses, the Virginia House of Delegates is considered the 

oldest continuous legislative body in the New World.  

In honor of the original House of Burgesses, every four years, 

the Virginia General Assembly traditionally leaves the current 

Capitol in Richmond, and meets for one day in the restored 

Capitol building at Colonial Williamsburg.  

The most recent commemorative session (the 26th) was held in 

January 2016.  

In January 2007, the Assembly held a special session at 

Jamestown to mark the 400th anniversary of its founding as 

part of the Jamestown 2007 celebration, including an address 

by then-Vice-President Dick Cheney.  

In January 2019, to mark the 400th anniversary of the House 

of Burgesses, the Virginia House of Representatives Clerk's 

Office announced a new Database of House Members called 

"DOME" that "[chronicles] the 9,700-plus men and women who 

served as burgesses or delegates in the Virginia General 

Assembly over the past four centuries."  
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An act concerning Servants and 

Slaves 

The Virginia Slave Codes of 1705 (formally entitled An act 

concerning Servants and Slaves), was a series of laws enacted 

by the Colony of Virginia's House of Burgesses in 1705 

regulating the interactions between slaves and citizens of the 

crown colony of Virginia. The enactment of the Slave Codes is 

considered to be the consolidation of slavery in Virginia, and 

served as the foundation of Virginia's slave legislation.  

These codes effectively embedded the idea of slavery into law 

by the following devices:  

• Established new property rights for slave owners 

• Allowed for the legal, free trade of slaves with 

protections granted by the courts 

• Established separate courts of trial 

• Prohibited Blacks, regardless of free status, from 

owning arms [weapons] 

• Whites could not be employed by blacks 

• Allowed for the apprehension of suspected runaways 

The law was devised to establish a greater level of control over 

the rising African slave population of Virginia. It also served to 

socially segregate white colonists from black enslaved persons, 

making them disparate groups hindering their ability to unite. 

A unity of the commoners was a perceived fear of the Virginia 

aristocracy which had to be addressed, and who wished to 

prevent a repeat of events such as Bacon's Rebellion, occurring 

29 years prior.   



Chapter 5 

Benjamin Franklin 

Benjamin FranklinFRSFRSAFRSE (January 17, 1706 [O.S. 

January 6, 1705] – April 17, 1790) was an American polymath 

active as a writer, scientist, inventor, statesman, diplomat, 

printer, publisher and political philosopher. Among the leading 

intellectuals of his time,  

Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States 

and the first United States Postmaster General. As a scientist, 

he was a major figure in the American Enlightenment and the 

history of physics for his discoveries and theories regarding 

electricity. As an inventor, he is known for the lightning rod, 

bifocals, and the Franklin stove, among other inventions. He 

founded many civic organizations, including the Library 

Company, Philadelphia's first fire department, and the 

University of Pennsylvania.  

Franklin earned the title of "The First American" for his early 

and indefatigable campaigning for colonial unity, initially as an 

author and spokesman in London for several colonies. As the 

first United States Ambassador to France, he exemplified the 

emerging American nation. Franklin was foundational in 

defining the American ethos as a marriage of the practical 

values of thrift, hard work, education, community spirit, self-

governing institutions, and opposition to authoritarianism both 

political and religious, with the scientific and tolerant values 

of the Enlightenment. In the words of historian Henry Steele 

Commager, "In Franklin could be merged the virtues of 

Puritanism without its defects, the illumination of the 
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Enlightenment without its heat." To Walter Isaacson, this 

makes Franklin "the most accomplished American of his age 

and the most influential in inventing the type of society 

America would become."  

Franklin became a successful newspaper editor and printer in 

Philadelphia, the leading city in the colonies, publishing the 

Pennsylvania Gazette at the age of 23. He became wealthy 

publishing this and Poor Richard's Almanack, which he 

authored under the pseudonym "Richard Saunders". After 

1767, he was associated with the Pennsylvania Chronicle, a 

newspaper that was known for its revolutionary sentiments 

and criticisms of the policies of the British Parliament and the 

Crown.  

He pioneered and was the first president of Academy and 

College of Philadelphia which opened in 1751 and later became 

the University of Pennsylvania. He organized and was the first 

secretary of the American Philosophical Society and was 

elected president in 1769. Franklin became a national hero in 

America as an agent for several colonies when he spearheaded 

an effort in London to have the Parliament of Great Britain 

repeal the unpopular Stamp Act. An accomplished diplomat, he 

was widely admired among the French as American minister to 

Paris and was a major figure in the development of positive 

Franco–American relations. His efforts proved vital for the 

American Revolution in securing shipments of crucial 

munitions from France.  

He was promoted to deputy postmaster-general for the British 

colonies on August 10, 1753, having been Philadelphia 

postmaster for many years, and this enabled him to set up the 
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first national communications network. During the revolution, 

he became the first United States postmaster general. He was 

active in community affairs and colonial and state politics, as 

well as national and international affairs. From 1785 to 1788, 

he served as governor of Pennsylvania. He initially owned and 

dealt in slaves but, by the late 1750s, he began arguing 

against slavery, became an abolitionist, and promoted 

education and the integration of blacks into U.S. society.  

His life and legacy of scientific and political achievement, and 

his status as one of America's most influential Founding 

Fathers, have seen Franklin honored more than two centuries 

after his death on the fifty-cent piece, the $100 bill, warships, 

and the names of many towns, counties, educational 

institutions, and corporations, as well as numerous cultural 

references and with a portrait in the Oval Office.  

Ancestry 

Benjamin Franklin's father, Josiah Franklin, was a 

tallowchandler, soaper, and candlemaker. Josiah Franklin was 

born at Ecton, Northamptonshire, England on December 23, 

1657, the son of blacksmith and farmer Thomas Franklin and 

Jane White. Benjamin's father and all four of his grandparents 

were born in England.  

Josiah Franklin had a total of seventeen children with his two 

wives. He married his first wife, Anne Child, in about 1677 in 

Ecton and emigrated with her to Boston in 1683; they had 

three children before emigration, and four after. Following her 

death, Josiah was married to Abiah Folger on July 9, 1689, in 

the Old South Meeting House by Reverend Samuel Willard, and 
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would eventually have ten children with her. Benjamin, their 

eighth child, was Josiah Franklin's fifteenth child overall, and 

his tenth and final son.  

Benjamin Franklin's mother, Abiah, was born in Nantucket, 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, on August 15, 1667, to Peter 

Folger, a miller and schoolteacher, and his wife, Mary Morrell 

Folger, a former indentured servant. Mary Folger came from a 

Puritan family that was among the first Pilgrims to flee to 

Massachusetts for religious freedom, sailing for Boston in 1635 

after King Charles I of England had begun persecuting 

Puritans. Her father Peter was "the sort of rebel destined to 

transform colonial America." As clerk of the court, he was 

jailed for disobeying the local magistrate in defense of middle-

class shopkeepers and artisans in conflict with wealthy 

landowners. Benjamin Franklin followed in his grandfather's 

footsteps in his battles against the wealthy Penn family that 

owned the Pennsylvania Colony.  

Early life in Boston 

Benjamin Franklin was born on Milk Street, in Boston, 

Massachusetts, on January 17, 1706, and baptized at Old 

South Meeting House. As a child growing up along the Charles 

River, Franklin recalled that he was "generally the leader 

among the boys."  

Josiah wanted Ben to attend school with the clergy but only 

had enough money to send him to school for two years. He 

attended Boston Latin School but did not graduate; he 

continued his education through voracious reading. Although 

"his parents talked of the church as a career" for Franklin, his 
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schooling ended when he was ten. He worked for his father for 

a time, and at 12 he became an apprentice to his brother 

James, a printer, who taught Ben the printing trade. When Ben 

was 15, James founded The New-England Courant, which was 

the first truly independent newspaper in the colonies.  

When denied the chance to write a letter to the paper for 

publication, Franklin adopted the pseudonym of "Silence 

Dogood", a middle-aged widow. Mrs. Dogood's letters were 

published and became a subject of conversation around town. 

Neither James nor the Courant 's readers were aware of the 

ruse, and James was unhappy with Ben when he discovered 

the popular correspondent was his younger brother. Franklin 

was an advocate of free speech from an early age. When his 

brother was jailed for three weeks in 1722 for publishing 

material unflattering to the governor, young Franklin took over 

the newspaper and had Mrs. Dogood (quoting Cato's Letters) 

proclaim: "Without freedom of thought there can be no such 

thing as wisdom and no such thing as public liberty without 

freedom of speech." Franklin left his apprenticeship without 

his brother's permission, and in so doing became a fugitive.  

Philadelphia 

At age 17, Franklin ran away to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

seeking a new start in a new city. When he first arrived, he 

worked in several printer shops around town, but he was not 

satisfied by the immediate prospects. After a few months, while 

working in a printing house, Franklin was convinced by 

Pennsylvania governor Sir William Keith to go to London, 

ostensibly to acquire the equipment necessary for establishing 

another newspaper in Philadelphia. Finding Keith's promises of 



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

78 

backing a newspaper empty, Franklin worked as a typesetter in 

a printer's shop in what is now the Church of St Bartholomew-

the-Great in the Smithfield area of London. Following this, he 

returned to Philadelphia in 1726 with the help of Thomas 

Denham, a merchant who employed Franklin as clerk, 

shopkeeper, and bookkeeper in his business.  

Junto and library 

In 1727, Benjamin Franklin, then 21, formed the Junto, a 

group of "like minded aspiring artisans and tradesmen who 

hoped to improve themselves while they improved their 

community." The Junto was a discussion group for issues of 

the day; it subsequently gave rise to many organizations in 

Philadelphia. The Junto was modeled after English 

coffeehouses that Franklin knew well, and which had become 

the center of the spread of Enlightenment ideas in Britain.  

Reading was a great pastime of the Junto, but books were rare 

and expensive. The members created a library initially 

assembled from their own books after Franklin wrote:  

A proposition was made by me that since our books were often 

referr'd to in our disquisitions upon the inquiries, it might be 

convenient for us to have them altogether where we met, that 

upon occasion they might be consulted; and by thus clubbing 

our books to a common library, we should, while we lik'd to 

keep them together, have each of us the advantage of using the 

books of all the other members, which would be nearly as 

beneficial as if each owned the whole. 

This did not suffice, however. Franklin conceived the idea of a 

subscription library, which would pool the funds of the 
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members to buy books for all to read. This was the birth of the 

Library Company of Philadelphia: its charter was composed by 

Franklin in 1731. In 1732, Franklin hired the first American 

librarian, Louis Timothee. The Library Company is now a great 

scholarly and research library.  

Newspaperman 

• Upon Denham's death, Franklin returned to his 

former trade. In 1728, Franklin had set up a printing 

house in partnership with Hugh Meredith; the 

following year he became the publisher of a 

newspaper called The Pennsylvania Gazette. The 

Gazette gave Franklin a forum for agitation about a 

variety of local reforms and initiatives through 

printed essays and observations. Over time, his 

commentary, and his adroit cultivation of a positive 

image as an industrious and intellectual young man, 

earned him a great deal of social respect. But even 

after Franklin had achieved fame as a scientist and 

statesman, he habitually signed his letters with the 

unpretentious 'B. Franklin, Printer.' 

In 1732, Ben Franklin published the first German-language 

newspaper in America – Die Philadelphische Zeitung – although 

it failed after only one year because four other newly founded 

German papers quickly dominated the newspaper market. 

Franklin printed Moravian religious books in German. Franklin 

often visited Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, staying at the Moravian 

Sun Inn. In a 1751 pamphlet on demographic growth and its 

implications for the colonies, he called the Pennsylvania 

Germans "Palatine Boors" who could never acquire the 
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"Complexion" of the English settlers and referred to "Blacks 

and Tawneys" as weakening the social structure of the 

colonies. Although Franklin apparently reconsidered shortly 

thereafter, and the phrases were omitted from all later 

printings of the pamphlet, his views may have played a role in 

his political defeat in 1764.  

According to Ralph Frasca, Franklin promoted the printing 

press as a device to instruct colonial Americans in moral 

virtue. Frasca argues he saw this as a service to God, because 

he understood moral virtue in terms of actions, thus, doing 

good provides a service to God. Despite his own moral lapses, 

Franklin saw himself as uniquely qualified to instruct 

Americans in morality. He tried to influence American moral 

life through the construction of a printing network based on a 

chain of partnerships from the Carolinas to New England. 

Franklin thereby invented the first newspaper chain. It was 

more than a business venture, for like many publishers since 

he believed that the press had a public-service duty.  

When Franklin established himself in Philadelphia, shortly 

before 1730, the town boasted two "wretched little" news 

sheets, Andrew Bradford's The American Weekly Mercury, and 

Samuel Keimer's Universal Instructor in all Arts and Sciences, 

and Pennsylvania Gazette. This instruction in all arts and 

sciences consisted of weekly extracts from Chambers's 

Universal Dictionary. Franklin quickly did away with all this 

when he took over the Instructor and made it The Pennsylvania 

Gazette. The Gazette soon became Franklin's characteristic 

organ, which he freely used for satire, for the play of his wit, 

even for sheer excess of mischief or of fun. From the first, he 

had a way of adapting his models to his own uses. The series 
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of essays called "The Busy-Body", which he wrote for 

Bradford's American Mercury in 1729, followed the general 

Addisonian form, already modified to suit homelier conditions. 

The thrifty Patience, in her busy little shop, complaining of the 

useless visitors who waste her valuable time, is related to the 

women who address Mr. Spectator.  

The Busy-Body himself is a true Censor Morum, as Isaac 

Bickerstaff had been in the Tatler. And a number of the 

fictitious characters, Ridentius, Eugenius, Cato, and Cretico, 

represent traditional 18th-century classicism. Even this 

Franklin could use for contemporary satire, since Cretico, the 

"sowre Philosopher", is evidently a portrait of Franklin's rival, 

Samuel Keimer.  

Franklin had mixed success in his plan to establish an inter-

colonial network of newspapers that would produce a profit for 

him and disseminate virtue. Over the years he sponsored two 

dozen printers in Pennsylvania, South Carolina, New York, 

Connecticut and even the Caribbean. By 1753, eight of the 15 

English language newspapers in the colonies were published by 

Franklin or his partners. He began in Charleston, South 

Carolina, in 1731. After Franklin's second editor died, the 

widow Elizabeth Timothy took over and made it a success, 

1738–1746. She was one of the colonial era's first woman 

printers. For three decades Franklin maintained a close 

business relationship with her and her son Peter Timothy who 

took over the South Carolina Gazette in 1746. The Gazette was 

impartial in political debates, while creating the opportunity 

for public debate, which encouraged others to challenge 

authority. Editor Peter Timothy avoided blandness and crude 

bias, and after 1765 increasingly took a patriotic stand in the 
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growing crisis with Great Britain. However, Franklin's 

Connecticut Gazette (1755–68) proved unsuccessful. As the 

Revolution approached political strife slowly tore his network 

apart.  

Freemasonry 

In 1730 or 1731, Franklin was initiated into the local Masonic 

lodge. He became a grand master in 1734, indicating his rapid 

rise to prominence in Pennsylvania. The same year, he edited 

and published the first Masonic book in the Americas, a 

reprint of James Anderson's Constitutions of the Free-Masons. 

He was the secretary of St. John's Lodge in Philadelphia from 

1735 to 1738. Franklin remained a Freemason for the rest of 

his life.  

Common-law marriage to Deborah Read 

At age 17 in 1723, Franklin proposed to 15-year-old Deborah 

Read while a boarder in the Read home. At that time, Read's 

mother was wary of allowing her young daughter to marry 

Franklin, who was on his way to London at Governor Sir 

William Keith’s request, and also because of his financial 

instability. Her own husband had recently died, and she 

declined Franklin's request to marry her daughter.  

While Franklin was in London, his trip was extended, and 

there were problems with Sir William's promises of support. 

Perhaps because of the circumstances of this delay, Deborah 

married a man named John Rodgers. This proved to be a 

regrettable decision. Rodgers shortly avoided his debts and 

prosecution by fleeing to Barbados with her dowry, leaving her 
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behind. Rodgers's fate was unknown, and because of bigamy 

laws, Deborah was not free to remarry.  

Franklin established a common-law marriage with Deborah 

Read on September 1, 1730. They took in Franklin's recently 

acknowledged young illegitimate son, William, and raised him 

in their household. They had two children together. Their son, 

Francis Folger Franklin, was born in October 1732 and died of 

smallpox in 1736. Their daughter, Sarah "Sally" Franklin, was 

born in 1743 and grew up to marry Richard Bache, have seven 

children, and look after her father in his old age.  

Deborah's fear of the sea meant that she never accompanied 

Franklin on any of his extended trips to Europe, and another 

possible reason why they spent so much time apart is that he 

may have blamed her for possibly preventing their son Francis 

from being inoculated against the disease that subsequently 

killed him. Deborah wrote to him in November 1769 saying she 

was ill due to "dissatisfied distress" from his prolonged 

absence, but he did not return until his business was done. 

Deborah Read Franklin died of a stroke on December 14, 1774, 

while Franklin was on an extended mission to Great Britain; he 

returned in 1775.  

William Franklin 

In 1730, 24-year-old Franklin publicly acknowledged the 

existence of his son William, who was deemed "illegitimate," as 

he was born out of wedlock, and raised him in his household. 

William was born February 22, 1730, and his mother's identity 

is still unknown. He was educated in Philadelphia, and 

beginning at about age 30, studied law in London in the early 
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1760s. He himself fathered an illegitimate son, William Temple 

Franklin, born on the same date, February 22, 1760. The boy's 

mother was never identified, and he was placed in foster care. 

In 1762, the elder William Franklin married Elizabeth Downes, 

daughter of a planter from Barbados, in London. After William 

passed the bar, his father helped him gain an appointment one 

year later in 1763 as the last royal governor of New Jersey.  

A Loyalist to the king, William Franklin and his father 

Benjamin eventually broke relations over their differences 

about the American Revolutionary War, as Benjamin Franklin 

could never accept William's position. Deposed in 1776 by the 

revolutionary government of New Jersey, William, who was 

Royal Governor, was placed under house arrest at his home in 

Perth Amboy for six months. After the Declaration of 

Independence, William was formally taken into custody by 

order of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey, an entity which 

he refused to recognize, regarding it as an "illegal assembly." 

He was incarcerated in Connecticut for two years, in 

Wallingford and Middletown, and after being caught 

surreptitiously engaging Americans into supporting the 

Loyalist cause, was held in solitary confinement at Litchfield 

for eight months. When finally released in a prisoner exchange 

in 1778, he moved to New York City, which was still occupied 

by the British at the time.  

While in New York City, he became leader of the Board of 

Associated Loyalists, a quasi-military organization chartered 

by King George III and headquartered in New York City. They 

initiated guerrilla forays into New Jersey, southern 

Connecticut, and New York counties north of the city. When 

British troops evacuated from New York, William Franklin left 
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with them and sailed to England. He settled in London, never 

to return to North America. In the preliminary peace talks in 

1782 with Britain, "... Benjamin Franklin insisted that 

loyalists who had borne arms against the United States would 

be excluded from this plea (that they be given a general 

pardon). He was undoubtedly thinking of William Franklin."  

Success as an author 

In 1733, Franklin began to publish the noted Poor Richard's 

Almanack (with content both original and borrowed) under the 

pseudonym Richard Saunders, on which much of his popular 

reputation is based. Franklin frequently wrote under 

pseudonyms. Although it was no secret that Franklin was the 

author, his Richard Saunders character repeatedly denied it. 

"Poor Richard's Proverbs", adages from this almanac, such as 

"A penny saved is twopence dear" (often misquoted as "A penny 

saved is a penny earned") and "Fish and visitors stink in three 

days", remain common quotations in the modern world. 

Wisdom in folk society meant the ability to provide an apt 

adage for any occasion, and Franklin's readers became well 

prepared. He sold about ten thousand copies per year—it 

became an institution. In 1741, Franklin began publishing The 

General Magazine and Historical Chronicle for all the British 

Plantations in America, the first such monthly magazine of this 

type published in America.  

In 1758, the year he ceased writing for the Almanack, he 

printed Father Abraham's Sermon, also known as The Way to 

Wealth. Franklin's autobiography, begun in 1771 but published 

after his death, has become one of the classics of the genre.  
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Daylight saving time (DST) is often erroneously attributed to a 

1784 satire that Franklin published anonymously. Modern DST 

was first proposed by George Vernon Hudson in 1895.  

Inventions and scientific inquiries 

Franklin was a prodigious inventor. Among his many creations 

were the lightning rod, glass harmonica (a glass instrument, 

not to be confused with the metal harmonica), Franklin stove, 

bifocal glasses and the flexible urinary catheter. Franklin 

never patented his inventions; in his autobiography he wrote, 

"... as we enjoy great advantages from the inventions of others, 

we should be glad of an opportunity to serve others by any 

invention of ours; and this we should do freely and 

generously."  

Electricity 

Franklin started exploring the phenomenon of electricity in 

1746 when he saw some of Archibald Spencer's lectures using 

static electricity for illustrations. Franklin proposed that 

"vitreous" and "resinous" electricity were not different types of 

"electrical fluid" (as electricity was called then), but the same 

"fluid" under different pressures. (The same proposal was made 

independently that same year by William Watson.) Franklin 

was the first to label them as positive and negative 

respectively, and he was the first to discover the principle of 

conservation of charge. In 1748, he constructed a multiple 

plate capacitor, that he called an "electrical battery" (not to be 

confused with Volta'spile) by placing eleven panes of glass 
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sandwiched between lead plates, suspended with silk cords 

and connected by wires.  

In pursuit of more pragmatic uses for electricity, remarking in 

spring 1749 that he felt "chagrin'd a little" that his 

experiments had heretofore resulted in "Nothing in this Way of 

Use to Mankind,"  

Franklin planned a practical demonstration. He proposed a 

dinner party where a turkey was to be killed with electric 

shock and roasted on an electrical spit. After having prepared 

several turkeys this way, Franklin noted that "the birds kill'd 

in this manner eat uncommonly tender." Franklin recounted 

that in the process of one of these experiments, he was 

shocked by a pair of Leyden jars, resulting in numbness in his 

arms that persisted for one evening, noting "I am Ashamed to 

have been Guilty of so Notorious a Blunder."  

In recognition of his work with electricity, Franklin received 

the Royal Society's Copley Medal in 1753, and in 1756, he 

became one of the few 18th-century Americans elected as a 

Fellow of the Society. He received honorary degrees from 

Harvard and Yale universities (his first). The CGS unit of 

electric charge has been named after him: one franklin (Fr) is 

equal to one statcoulomb.  

Franklin advised Harvard University in its acquisition of new 

electrical laboratory apparatus after the complete loss of its 

original collection, in a fire that destroyed the original Harvard 

Hall in 1764. The collection he assembled would later become 

part of the Harvard Collection of Historical Scientific 

Instruments, now on public display in its Science Center.  
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Franklin briefly investigated electrotherapy, including the use 

of the electric bath. This work led to the field becoming widely 

known.  

Kite experiment and lightning rod 

Franklin published a proposal for an experiment to prove that 

lightning is electricity by flying a kite in a storm that appeared 

capable of becoming a lightning storm. On May 10, 1752, 

Thomas-François Dalibard of France conducted Franklin's 

experiment using a 40-foot-tall (12 m) iron rod instead of a 

kite, and he extracted electrical sparks from a cloud. On June 

15, 1752, Franklin may possibly have conducted his well-

known kite experiment in Philadelphia, successfully extracting 

sparks from a cloud. Franklin described the experiment in the 

Pennsylvania Gazette on October 19, 1752, without mentioning 

that he himself had performed it. This account was read to the 

Royal Society on December 21 and printed as such in the 

Philosophical Transactions. Joseph Priestley published an 

account with additional details in his 1767 History and Present 

Status of Electricity. Franklin was careful to stand on an 

insulator, keeping dry under a roof to avoid the danger of 

electric shock. Others, such as Prof. Georg Wilhelm Richmann 

in Russia, were indeed electrocuted in performing lightning 

experiments during the months immediately following 

Franklin's experiment.  

In his writings, Franklin indicates that he was aware of the 

dangers and offered alternative ways to demonstrate that 

lightning was electrical, as shown by his use of the concept of 

electrical ground. Franklin did not perform this experiment in 

the way that is often pictured in popular literature, flying the 
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kite and waiting to be struck by lightning, as it would have 

been dangerous. Instead he used the kite to collect some 

electric charge from a storm cloud, showing that lightning was 

electrical. On October 19 in a letter to England with directions 

for repeating the experiment, Franklin wrote:  

When rain has wet the kite twine so that it can conduct the 

electric fire freely, you will find it streams out plentifully from 

the key at the approach of your knuckle, and with this key a 

phial, or Leyden jar, may be charged: and from electric fire 

thus obtained spirits may be kindled, and all other electric 

experiments [may be] performed which are usually done by the 

help of a rubber glass globe or tube; and therefore the 

sameness of the electrical matter with that of lightening [sic?] 

completely demonstrated. 

Franklin's electrical experiments led to his invention of the 

lightning rod. He said that conductors with a sharp rather 

than a smooth point could discharge silently, and at a far 

greater distance. He surmised that this could help protect 

buildings from lightning by attaching "upright Rods of Iron, 

made sharp as a Needle and gilt to prevent Rusting, and from 

the Foot of those Rods a Wire down the outside of the Building 

into the Ground; ... Would not these pointed Rods probably 

draw the Electrical Fire silently out of a Cloud before it came 

nigh enough to strike, and thereby secure us from that most 

sudden and terrible Mischief!" Following a series of 

experiments on Franklin's own house, lightning rods were 

installed on the Academy of Philadelphia (later the University 

of Pennsylvania) and the Pennsylvania State House (later 

Independence Hall) in 1752.  
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Population studies 

Franklin had a major influence on the emerging science of 

demography, or population studies.  

In the 1730s and 1740s, Franklin began taking notes on 

population growth, finding that the American population had 

the fastest growth rate on Earth. Emphasizing that population 

growth depended on food supplies, Franklin emphasized the 

abundance of food and available farmland in America. He 

calculated that America's population was doubling every 

twenty years and would surpass that of England in a century.  

In 1751, he drafted Observations concerning the Increase of 

Mankind, Peopling of Countries, etc. Four years later, it was 

anonymously printed in Boston, and it was quickly reproduced 

in Britain, where it influenced the economist Adam Smith and 

later the demographer Thomas Malthus, who credited Franklin 

for discovering a rule of population growth. Franklin's 

predictions how British mercantilism was unsustainable 

alarmed British leaders who did not want to be surpassed by 

the colonies, so they became more willing to impose 

restrictions on the colonial economy.  

Kammen (1990) and Drake (2011) say Franklin's Observations 

concerning the Increase of Mankind (1755) stands alongside 

Ezra Stiles' "Discourse on Christian Union" (1760) as the 

leading works of eighteenth-century Anglo-American 

demography; Drake credits Franklin's "wide readership and 

prophetic insight." Franklin was also a pioneer in the study of 

slave demography, as shown in his 1755 essay.  
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Benjamin Franklin, in his capacity as a farmer, wrote at least 

one critique about the negative consequences of price controls, 

trade restrictions, and subsidy of the poor. This is succinctly 

preserved in his letter to the London Chronicle published 

November 29, 1766, titled 'On the Price of Corn, and 

Management of the poor'.  

Atlantic Ocean currents 

As deputy postmaster, Franklin became interested in the North 

Atlantic Ocean circulation patterns. While in England in 1768, 

he heard a complaint from the Colonial Board of Customs: Why 

did it take British packet ships carrying mail several weeks 

longer to reach New York than it took an average merchant 

ship to reach Newport, Rhode Island? The merchantmen had a 

longer and more complex voyage because they left from 

London, while the packets left from Falmouth in Cornwall.  

Franklin put the question to his cousin Timothy Folger, a 

Nantucket whaler captain, who told him that merchant ships 

routinely avoided a strong eastbound mid-ocean current. The 

mail packet captains sailed dead into it, thus fighting an 

adverse current of 3 miles per hour (5 km/h). Franklin worked 

with Folger and other experienced ship captains, learning 

enough to chart the current and name it the Gulf Stream, by 

which it is still known today.  

Franklin published his Gulf Stream chart in 1770 in England, 

where it was completely ignored. Subsequent versions were 

printed in France in 1778 and the U.S. in 1786. The British 

edition of the chart, which was the original, was so thoroughly 

ignored that everyone assumed it was lost forever until Phil 
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Richardson, a Woods Hole oceanographer and Gulf Stream 

expert, discovered it in the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris in 

1980. This find received front-page coverage in The New York 

Times.  

It took many years for British sea captains to adopt Franklin's 

advice on navigating the current; once they did, they were able 

to trim two weeks from their sailing time. In 1853, the 

oceanographer and cartographer Matthew Fontaine Maury 

noted that while Franklin charted and codified the Gulf 

Stream, he did not discover it:  

Though it was Dr. Franklin and Captain Tim Folger, who first 

turned the Gulf Stream to nautical account, the discovery that 

there was a Gulf Stream cannot be said to belong to either of 

them, for its existence was known to Peter Martyr d'Anghiera, 

and to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in the 16th century. 

Wave theory of light 

Franklin was, along with his contemporary Leonhard Euler, the 

only major scientist who supported Christiaan Huygens's wave 

theory of light, which was basically ignored by the rest of the 

scientific community. In the 18th century, 

Newton'scorpuscular theory was held to be true; only after 

Young's well-known slit experiment in 1803 were most 

scientists persuaded to believe Huygens's theory.  

Meteorology 

On October 21, 1743, according to the popular myth, a storm 

moving from the southwest denied Franklin the opportunity of 
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witnessing a lunar eclipse. Franklin was said to have noted 

that the prevailing winds were actually from the northeast, 

contrary to what he had expected. In correspondence with his 

brother, Franklin learned that the same storm had not reached 

Boston until after the eclipse, despite the fact that Boston is to 

the northeast of Philadelphia. He deduced that storms do not 

always travel in the direction of the prevailing wind, a concept 

that greatly influenced meteorology.  

After the Icelandic volcanic eruption of Laki in 1783, and the 

subsequent harsh European winter of 1784, Franklin made 

observations connecting the causal nature of these two 

separate events. He wrote about them in a lecture series.  

Traction kiting 

Though Benjamin Franklin has been most noted kite-wise for 

his lightning experiments, he has also been noted by many for 

using kites to pull humans and ships across waterways. 

George Pocock in the book A TREATISE on The Aeropleustic Art, 

or Navigation in the Air, by means of Kites, or Buoyant Sails 

noted being inspired by Benjamin Franklin's traction of his 

body by kite power across a waterway. In his later years, he 

suggested using the technique for pulling ships.  

Concept of cooling 

Franklin noted a principle of refrigeration by observing that on 

a very hot day, he stayed cooler in a wet shirt in a breeze than 

he did in a dry one. To understand this phenomenon more 

clearly Franklin conducted experiments. In 1758 on a warm 

day in Cambridge, England, Franklin and fellow scientist John 
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Hadley experimented by continually wetting the ball of a 

mercury thermometer with ether and using bellows to 

evaporate the ether. With each subsequent evaporation, the 

thermometer read a lower temperature, eventually reaching 

7 °F (−14 °C). Another thermometer showed that the room 

temperature was constant at 65 °F (18 °C). In his letter Cooling 

by Evaporation, Franklin noted that, "One may see the 

possibility of freezing a man to death on a warm summer's 

day."  

Temperature's effect on electrical conductivity 

According to Michael Faraday, Franklin's experiments on the 

non-conduction of ice are worth mentioning, although the law 

of the general effect of liquefaction on electrolytes is not 

attributed to Franklin. However, as reported in 1836 by Prof. 

A. D. Bache of the University of Pennsylvania, the law of the 

effect of heat on the conduction of bodies otherwise non-

conductors, for example, glass, could be attributed to Franklin. 

Franklin writes, "... A certain quantity of heat will make some 

bodies good conductors, that will not otherwise conduct ..." 

and again, "... And water, though naturally a good conductor, 

will not conduct well when frozen into ice."  

Oceanography findings 

An aging Franklin accumulated all his oceanographic findings 

in Maritime Observations, published by the Philosophical 

Society's transactions in 1786. It contained ideas for sea 

anchors, catamaran hulls, watertight compartments, shipboard 

lightning rods and a soup bowl designed to stay stable in 

stormy weather.  



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

95 

Decision-making 

In a 1772 letter to Joseph Priestley, Franklin lays out the 

earliest known description of the Pro & Con list, a common 

decision-making technique, now sometimes called a decisional 

balance sheet:  

... my Way is, to divide half a Sheet of Paper by a Line into two 

Columns, writing over the one Pro, and over the other Con. 

Then during three or four Days Consideration I put down 

under the different Heads short Hints of the different Motives 

that at different Times occur to me for or against the Measure. 

When I have thus got them all together in one View, I 

endeavour to estimate their respective Weights; and where I 

find two, one on each side, that seem equal, I strike them both 

out: If I find a Reason pro equal to some two Reasons con, I 

strike out the three. If I judge some two Reasons con equal to 

some three Reasons pro, I strike out the five; and thus 

proceeding I find at length where the Ballance lies; and if after 

a Day or two of farther Consideration nothing new that is of 

Importance occurs on either side, I come to a Determination 

accordingly. 

Oil on water 

While traveling on a ship, Franklin had observed that the wake 

of a ship was diminished when the cooks scuttled their greasy 

water. He studied the effects on a large pond in Clapham 

Common, London. "I fetched out a cruet of oil and dropt a little 

of it on the water ... though not more than a teaspoon full, 

produced an instant calm over a space of several yards 
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square." He later used the trick to "calm the waters" by 

carrying "a little oil in the hollow joint of my cane".  

Musical endeavors 

Franklin is known to have played the violin, the harp, and the 

guitar. He also composed music, notably a string quartet in 

early classical style. While he was in London, he developed a 

much-improved version of the glass harmonica, in which the 

glasses rotate on a shaft, with the player's fingers held steady, 

instead of the other way around. He worked with the London 

glassblower Charles James to create it, and instruments based 

on his mechanical version soon found their way to other parts 

of Europe. Joseph Haydn, a fan of Franklin's enlightened 

ideas, had a glass harmonica in his instrument collection. 

Mozart composed for Franklin's glass harmonica, as did 

Beethoven. Gaetano Donizetti used the instrument in the 

accompaniment to Amelia's aria "Par che mi dica ancora" in the 

tragic opera Il castello di Kenilworth (1821), as did Camille 

Saint-Saëns in his 1886 The Carnival of the Animals. Richard 

Strauss calls for the glass harmonica in his 1917 Die Frau 

ohne Schatten, and numerous other composers used Franklin's 

instrument as well.  

Chess 

Franklin was an avid chess player. He was playing chess by 

around 1733, making him the first chess player known by 

name in the American colonies. His essay on "The Morals of 

Chess" in Columbian Magazine in December 1786 is the second 

known writing on chess in America. This essay in praise of 
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chess and prescribing a code of behavior for the game has been 

widely reprinted and translated. He and a friend also used 

chess as a means of learning the Italian language, which both 

were studying; the winner of each game between them had the 

right to assign a task, such as parts of the Italian grammar to 

be learned by heart, to be performed by the loser before their 

next meeting.  

Franklin was able to play chess more frequently against 

stronger opposition during his many years as a civil servant 

and diplomat in England, where the game was far better 

established than in America. He was able to improve his 

playing standard by facing more experienced players during 

this period. He regularly attended Old Slaughter's Coffee House 

in London for chess and socializing, making many important 

personal contacts. While in Paris, both as a visitor and later as 

ambassador, he visited the famous Café de la Régence, which 

France's strongest players made their regular meeting place. 

No records of his games have survived, so it is not possible to 

ascertain his playing strength in modern terms.  

Franklin was inducted into the U.S. Chess Hall of Fame in 

1999. The Franklin Mercantile Chess Club in Philadelphia, the 

second oldest chess club in the U.S., is named in his honor.  

Public life 

Early steps in Pennsylvania 

In 1736, Franklin created the Union Fire Company, one of the 

first volunteer firefighting companies in America. In the same 

year, he printed a new currency for New Jersey based on 
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innovative anti-counterfeiting techniques he had devised. 

Throughout his career, Franklin was an advocate for paper 

money, publishing A Modest Enquiry into the Nature and 

Necessity of a Paper Currency in 1729, and his printer printed 

money. He was influential in the more restrained and thus 

successful monetary experiments in the Middle Colonies, which 

stopped deflation without causing excessive inflation. In 1766 

he made a case for paper money to the British House of 

Commons.  

As he matured, Franklin began to concern himself more with 

public affairs. In 1743, he first devised a scheme for the 

Academy, Charity School, and College of Philadelphia. 

However, the person he had in mind to run the academy, Rev. 

Richard Peters, refused and Franklin put his ideas away until 

1749 when he printed his own pamphlet, Proposals Relating to 

the Education of Youth in Pensilvania. He was appointed 

president of the Academy on November 13, 1749; the Academy 

and the charity school opened on August 13, 1751.  

In 1743, Franklin founded the American Philosophical Society 

to help scientific men discuss their discoveries and theories. 

He began the electrical research that, along with other 

scientific inquiries, would occupy him for the rest of his life, in 

between bouts of politics and moneymaking.  

During King George's War (1744–1748), Franklin raised a 

militia called the Association for General Defense, because the 

legislators of the city decided to take no action to defend 

Philadelphia "either by erecting fortifications or building Ships 

of War". He raised money to create earthwork defenses and buy 
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artillery. The largest of these was the "Association Battery" or 

"Grand Battery" of 50 guns.  

In 1747, Franklin (already a very wealthy man) retired from 

printing and went into other businesses. He created a 

partnership with his foreman, David Hall, which provided 

Franklin with half of the shop's profits for 18 years. This 

lucrative business arrangement provided leisure time for 

study, and in a few years he had made discoveries that gave 

him a reputation with educated persons throughout Europe 

and especially in France.  

Franklin became involved in Philadelphia politics and rapidly 

progressed. In October 1748, he was selected as a councilman, 

in June 1749 he became a Justice of the Peace for 

Philadelphia, and in 1751 he was elected to the Pennsylvania 

Assembly. On August 10, 1753, Franklin was appointed deputy 

postmaster-general of British North America, (see below). His 

most notable service in domestic politics was his reform of the 

postal system, with mail sent out every week.  

In 1751, Franklin and Thomas Bond obtained a charter from 

the Pennsylvania legislature to establish a hospital. 

Pennsylvania Hospital was the first hospital in what was to 

become the United States of America.  

In 1752, Franklin organized the Philadelphia Contributionship, 

the first homeowner's insurance company in what would 

become the United States.  

Between 1750 and 1753, the "educational triumvirate" of 

Benjamin Franklin, the American Samuel Johnson of Stratford, 

Connecticut, and the immigrant Scottish schoolteacher William 
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Smith built on Franklin's initial scheme and created what 

Bishop James Madison, president of the College of William & 

Mary, called a "new-model" plan or style of American college. 

Franklin solicited, printed in 1752, and promoted an American 

textbook of moral philosophy by Samuel Johnson, titled 

Elementa Philosophica, to be taught in the new colleges to 

replace courses in denominational divinity.  

In June 1753, Johnson, Franklin, and Smith met in Stratford. 

They decided the new-model college would focus on the 

professions, with classes taught in English instead of Latin, 

have subject matter experts as professors instead of one tutor 

leading a class for four years, and there would be no religious 

test for admission. Johnson went on to found King's College 

(now Columbia University) in New York City in 1754, while 

Franklin hired Smith as Provost of the College of Philadelphia, 

which opened in 1755. At its first commencement, on May 17, 

1757, seven men graduated; six with a Bachelor of Arts and 

one as Master of Arts. It was later merged with the University 

of the State of Pennsylvania to become the University of 

Pennsylvania. The college was to become influential in guiding 

the founding documents of the United States: in the 

Continental Congress, for example, over one-third of the 

college-affiliated men who contributed the Declaration of 

Independence between September 4, 1774, and July 4, 1776, 

was affiliated with the college.  

In 1753, both Harvard and Yale awarded him honorary master 

of arts degrees.  

In 1754, he headed the Pennsylvania delegation to the Albany 

Congress. This meeting of several colonies had been requested 
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by the Board of Trade in England to improve relations with the 

Indians and defense against the French. Franklin proposed a 

broad Plan of Union for the colonies. While the plan was not 

adopted, elements of it found their way into the Articles of 

Confederation and the Constitution.  

In 1756, Franklin received an honorary Master of Arts degree 

from the College of William & Mary. Later in 1756, Franklin 

organized the Pennsylvania Militia (see "Associated Regiment of 

Philadelphia" under heading of Pennsylvania's 103rd Artillery 

and 111th Infantry Regiment at Continental Army). He used 

Tun Tavern as a gathering place to recruit a regiment of 

soldiers to go into battle against the Native American uprisings 

that beset the American colonies. Reportedly Franklin was 

elected "Colonel" of the Associated Regiment but declined the 

honor.  

Decades in London 

From the mid-1750s to the mid-1770s, Franklin spent much of 

his time in London. Officially he was there on a political 

mission, but he used his time to further his scientific 

explorations as well, meeting many notable people.  

Political work in London 

In 1757, he was sent to England by the Pennsylvania Assembly 

as a colonial agent to protest against the political influence of 

the Penn family, the proprietors of the colony. He remained 

there for five years, striving to end the proprietors' prerogative 

to overturn legislation from the elected Assembly, and their 
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exemption from paying taxes on their land. His lack of 

influential allies in Whitehall led to the failure of this mission.  

At this time, many members of the Pennsylvania Assembly were 

feuding with William Penn's heirs, who controlled the colony as 

proprietors. After his return to the colony, Franklin led the 

"anti-proprietary party" in the struggle against the Penn 

family, and was elected Speaker of the Pennsylvania House in 

May 1764. His call for a change from proprietary to royal 

government was a rare political miscalculation, however: 

Pennsylvanians worried that such a move would endanger their 

political and religious freedoms. Because of these fears, and 

because of political attacks on his character, Franklin lost his 

seat in the October 1764 Assembly elections. The anti-

proprietary party dispatched Franklin to England again to 

continue the struggle against the Penn family proprietorship. 

During this trip, events drastically changed the nature of his 

mission.  

In London, Franklin opposed the 1765 Stamp Act. Unable to 

prevent its passage, he made another political miscalculation 

and recommended a friend to the post of stamp distributor for 

Pennsylvania. Pennsylvanians were outraged, believing that he 

had supported the measure all along, and threatened to 

destroy his home in Philadelphia. Franklin soon learned of the 

extent of colonial resistance to the Stamp Act, and he testified 

during the House of Commons proceedings that led to its 

repeal.  

With this, Franklin suddenly emerged as the leading 

spokesman for American interests in England. He wrote 

popular essays on behalf of the colonies. Georgia, New Jersey, 
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and Massachusetts also appointed him as their agent to the 

Crown. Franklin lodged in a house in Craven Street, just off 

The Strand in central London. During his stays there, he 

developed a close friendship with his landlady, Margaret 

Stevenson, and her circle of friends and relations, in 

particular, her daughter Mary, who was more often known as 

Polly. Their house, which he used on various lengthy missions 

from 1757 to 1775, is the only one of his residences to survive. 

It opened to the public as the Benjamin Franklin House 

museum in 2006.  

Franklin conversed and corresponded with many important 

Britons during this period. Among his inner circle were the 

printer William Strahan and the jurist Richard Jackson. He 

also corresponded with leading figures in the Scottish 

Enlightenment, including David Hume.  

Whilst in London, Franklin became involved in radical politics. 

He belonged to a gentleman's club (which he called "the honest 

Whigs"), which held stated meetings, and included members 

such as Richard Price, the minister of Newington Green 

Unitarian Church who ignited the Revolution controversy, and 

Andrew Kippis.  

In 1763, Franklin's illegitimate son William Franklin, by then 

an attorney and assistant to Franklin's colonial advocacy in 

London, was appointed Colonial Governor of New Jersey.  

Scientific work in London 

In 1756, Franklin had become a member of the Society for the 

Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures & Commerce (now the 

Royal Society of Arts or RSA), which had been founded in 1754 
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and whose early meetings took place in Covent Garden coffee 

shops. After his return to the United States in 1775, Franklin 

became the Society's Corresponding Member, continuing a 

close connection. The RSA instituted a Benjamin Franklin 

Medal in 1956 to commemorate the 250th anniversary of his 

birth and the 200th anniversary of his membership of the RSA.  

The study of natural philosophy (what we would call science) 

drew him into overlapping circles of acquaintance. Franklin 

was, for example, a corresponding member of the Lunar Society 

of Birmingham, which included such other scientific and 

industrial luminaries as Matthew Boulton, James Watt, Josiah 

Wedgwood and Erasmus Darwin; on occasion he visited them.  

In 1759, the University of St Andrews awarded Franklin an 

honorary doctorate in recognition of his accomplishments. He 

was also awarded an honorary doctorate by Oxford University 

in 1762. Because of these honors, Franklin was often 

addressed as "Dr. Franklin."  

While living in London in 1768, he developed a phonetic 

alphabet in A Scheme for a new Alphabet and a Reformed Mode 

of Spelling. This reformed alphabet discarded six letters 

Franklin regarded as redundant (c, j, q, w, x, and y), and 

substituted six new letters for sounds he felt lacked letters of 

their own. This alphabet never caught on, and he eventually 

lost interest.  

Travels around Britain and Ireland 

Franklin used London as a base to travel. In 1771, he made 

short journeys through different parts of England, staying with 
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Joseph Priestley at Leeds, Thomas Percival at Manchester and 

Erasmus Darwin at Lichfield.  

In Scotland, he spent five days with Lord Kames near Stirling 

and stayed for three weeks with David Hume in Edinburgh. In 

1759, he visited Edinburgh with his son, and later reported 

that he considered his six weeks in Scotland "six weeks of the 

densest happiness I have met with in any part of my life". In 

February 1759, the University of St Andrews awarded him an 

honorary Doctor of Laws degree. From then he was known as 

"Doctor Franklin". In October of the same year he was granted 

Freedom of the Borough of St Andrews.  

He had never been to Ireland before, and met and stayed with 

Lord Hillsborough, who he believed was especially attentive. 

Franklin noted of him that "all the plausible behaviour I have 

described is meant only, by patting and stroking the horse, to 

make him more patient, while the reins are drawn tighter, and 

the spurs set deeper into his sides." In Dublin, Franklin was 

invited to sit with the members of the Irish Parliament rather 

than in the gallery. He was the first American to receive this 

honor. While touring Ireland, he was deeply moved by the level 

of poverty he witnessed. The economy of the Kingdom of 

Ireland was affected by the same trade regulations and laws 

that governed the Thirteen colonies. Franklin feared that the 

American colonies could eventually come to the same level of 

poverty if the regulations and laws continued to apply to them.  

Visits to Europe 

Franklin spent two months in German lands in 1766, but his 

connections to the country stretched across a lifetime. He 
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declared a debt of gratitude to German scientist Otto von 

Guericke for his early studies of electricity. Franklin also co-

authored the first treaty of friendship between Prussia and 

America in 1785.  

In September 1767, Franklin visited Paris with his usual 

traveling partner, Sir John Pringle, 1st Baronet. News of his 

electrical discoveries was widespread in France. His reputation 

meant that he was introduced to many influential scientists 

and politicians, and also to King Louis XV.  

Defending the American cause 

One line of argument in Parliament was that Americans should 

pay a share of the costs of the French and Indian War, and 

that therefore taxes should be levied on them. Franklin became 

the American spokesman in highly publicized testimony in 

Parliament in 1766. He stated that Americans already 

contributed heavily to the defense of the Empire. He said local 

governments had raised, outfitted and paid 25,000 soldiers to 

fight France—as many as Britain itself sent—and spent many 

millions from American treasuries doing so in the French and 

Indian War alone.  

In 1773, Franklin published two of his most celebrated pro-

American satirical essays: "Rules by Which a Great Empire May 

Be Reduced to a Small One", and "An Edict by the King of 

Prussia".  

Hutchinson letters leak 

In 1772, Franklin obtained private letters of Thomas 

Hutchinson and Andrew Oliver, governor and lieutenant 
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governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, proving that 

they had encouraged the Crown to crack down on Bostonians. 

Franklin sent them to America, where they escalated the 

tensions. The letters were finally leaked to the public in the 

Boston Gazette in mid-June 1773, causing a political firestorm 

in Massachusetts and raising significant questions in England. 

The British began to regard him as the fomenter of serious 

trouble. Hopes for a peaceful solution ended as he was 

systematically ridiculed and humiliated by Solicitor-

GeneralAlexander Wedderburn, before the Privy Council on 

January 29, 1774. He returned to Philadelphia in March 1775, 

and abandoned his accommodationist stance.  

Agent for British and Hellfire Club membership 

Franklin is known to have occasionally attended the Hellfire 

Club's meetings during 1758 as a non-member during his time 

in England. However, some authors and historians would argue 

Benjamin Franklin was in fact a British spy. As there are no 

records left (having been burned in 1774), many of these 

members are just assumed or linked by letters sent to each 

other. One early proponent that Franklin was a member of the 

Hellfire Club and a double agent was the historian Donald 

McCormick, who has a history of making controversial claims.  

Coming of revolution 

In 1763, soon after Franklin returned to Pennsylvania from 

England for the first time, the western frontier was engulfed in 

a bitter war known as Pontiac's Rebellion. The Paxton Boys, a 

group of settlers convinced that the Pennsylvania government 

was not doing enough to protect them from American Indian 
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raids, murdered a group of peaceful Susquehannock Indians 

and marched on Philadelphia. Franklin helped to organize a 

local militia to defend the capital against the mob. He met with 

the Paxton leaders and persuaded them to disperse. Franklin 

wrote a scathing attack against the racial prejudice of the 

Paxton Boys. "If an Indian injures me", he asked, "does it 

follow that I may revenge that Injury on all Indians?"  

He provided an early response to British surveillance through 

his own network of counter-surveillance and manipulation. "He 

waged a public relations campaign, secured secret aid, played 

a role in privateering expeditions, and churned out effective 

and inflammatory propaganda."  

Declaration of Independence 

By the time Franklin arrived in Philadelphia on May 5, 1775, 

after his second mission to Great Britain, the American 

Revolution had begun—with skirmishes breaking out between 

colonials and British at Lexington and Concord. The New 

England militia had forced the main British army to remain 

inside Boston.  

The Pennsylvania Assembly unanimously chose Franklin as 

their delegate to the Second Continental Congress. In June 

1776, Franklin was appointed a member of the Committee of 

Five that drafted the Declaration of Independence. Although he 

was temporarily disabled by gout and unable to attend most 

meetings of the committee, Franklin made several "small but 

important" changes to the draft sent to him by Thomas 

Jefferson.  
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At the signing, he is quoted as having replied to a comment by 

John Hancock that they must all hang together: "Yes, we must, 

indeed, all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang 

separately."  

Postmaster 

Well known as a printer and publisher, Franklin was appointed 

postmaster of Philadelphia in 1737, holding the office until 

1753, when he and publisher William Hunter were named 

deputy postmasters–general of British North America, the first 

to hold the office. (Joint appointments were standard at the 

time, for political reasons.) Franklin was responsible for the 

British colonies from Pennsylvania north and east, as far as 

the island of Newfoundland.  

A post office for local and outgoing mail had been established 

in Halifax, Nova Scotia, by local stationer Benjamin Leigh, on 

April 23, 1754, but service was irregular. Franklin opened the 

first post office to offer regular, monthly mail in what would 

later become Canada, at Halifax, on December 9, 1755. 

Meantime, Hunter became postal administrator in 

Williamsburg, Virginia, and oversaw areas south of Annapolis, 

Maryland. Franklin reorganized the service's accounting 

system, then improved speed of delivery between Philadelphia, 

New York and Boston. By 1761, efficiencies led to the first 

profits for the colonial post office.  

When the lands of New France were ceded to the British under 

the Treaty of Paris in 1763, the new British province of Quebec 

was created among them, and Franklin saw mail service 

expanded between Montreal, Trois-Rivières, Quebec City, and 
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New York. For the greater part of his appointment, Franklin 

lived in England (from 1757 to 1762, and again from 1764 to 

1774)—about three-quarters of his term. Eventually, his 

sympathies for the rebel cause in the American Revolution led 

to his dismissal on January 31, 1774.  

On July 26, 1775, the Second Continental Congress 

established the United States Post Office and named Benjamin 

Franklin as the first United States Postmaster General. 

Franklin had been a postmaster for decades and was a natural 

choice for the position. He had just returned from England and 

was appointed chairman of a Committee of Investigation to 

establish a postal system. The report of the committee, 

providing for the appointment of a postmaster general for the 

13 American colonies, was considered by the Continental 

Congress on July 25 and 26. On July 26, 1775, Franklin was 

appointed Postmaster General, the first appointed under the 

Continental Congress. It established a postal system that 

became the United States Post Office, a system that continues 

to operate today.  

Ambassador to France: 1776–1785 

In December 1776, Franklin was dispatched to France as 

commissioner for the United States. He took with him as 

secretary his 16-year-old grandson, William Temple Franklin. 

They lived in a home in the Parisian suburb of Passy, donated 

by Jacques-Donatien Le Ray de Chaumont, who supported the 

United States. Franklin remained in France until 1785. He 

conducted the affairs of his country toward the French nation 

with great success, which included securing a critical military 

alliance in 1778 and negotiating the Treaty of Paris (1783).  
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Among his associates in France was Honoré Gabriel Riqueti, 

comte de Mirabeau—a French Revolutionary writer, orator and 

statesman who in early 1791 would be elected president of the 

National Assembly. In July 1784, Franklin met with Mirabeau 

and contributed anonymous materials that the Frenchman 

used in his first signed work: Considerations sur l'ordre de 

Cincinnatus. The publication was critical of the Society of the 

Cincinnati, established in the United States. Franklin and 

Mirabeau thought of it as a "noble order", inconsistent with the 

egalitarian ideals of the new republic.  

During his stay in France, Benjamin Franklin was active as a 

Freemason, serving as Venerable Master of the Lodge Les Neuf 

Sœurs from 1779 until 1781. He was the 106th member of the 

Lodge. In 1784, when Franz Mesmer began to publicize his 

theory of "animal magnetism" which was considered offensive 

by many, Louis XVI appointed a commission to investigate it. 

These included the chemist Antoine Lavoisier, the physician 

Joseph-Ignace Guillotin, the astronomer Jean Sylvain Bailly, 

and Benjamin Franklin. In doing so, the committee concluded, 

through blind trials that Mesmerism only seemed to work when 

the subjects expected it, which not only discredited 

Mesmerism, but was the first major demonstration of the 

placebo effect, which was described at that time as 

"imagination." In 1781, he was elected a Fellow of the 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences.  

Franklin's advocacy for religious tolerance in France 

contributed to arguments made by French philosophers and 

politicians that resulted in Louis XVI's signing of the Edict of 

Versailles in November 1787. This edict effectively nullified the 
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Edict of Fontainebleau, which had denied non-Catholics civil 

status and the right to openly practice their faith.  

Franklin also served as American minister to Sweden, although 

he never visited that country. He negotiated a treaty that was 

signed in April 1783. On August 27, 1783, in Paris, Franklin 

witnessed the world's first hydrogen balloon flight. Le Globe, 

created by professorJacques Charles and Les Frères Robert, 

was watched by a vast crowd as it rose from the Champ de 

Mars (now the site of the Eiffel Tower). Franklin became so 

enthusiastic that he subscribed financially to the next project 

to build a manned hydrogen balloon. On December 1, 1783, 

Franklin was seated in the special enclosure for honored 

guests when La Charlière took off from the Jardin des 

Tuileries, piloted by Jacques Charles and Nicolas-Louis Robert.  

Constitutional Convention 

When he returned home in 1785, Franklin occupied a position 

only second to that of George Washington as the champion of 

American independence. Franklin returned from France with 

an unexplained shortage of 100,000 pounds in Congressional 

funds. In response to a question from a member of Congress 

about this, Franklin, quoting the Bible, quipped: "Muzzle not 

the ox that treadeth out his master's grain." The missing funds 

were never again mentioned in Congress.  

Le Ray honored him with a commissioned portrait painted by 

Joseph Duplessis, which now hangs in the National Portrait 

Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. 

After his return, Franklin became an abolitionist and freed his 
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two slaves. He eventually became president of the Pennsylvania 

Abolition Society.  

In 1787, Franklin served as a delegate to the Philadelphia 

Convention. He held an honorary position and seldom engaged 

in debate. He is the only Founding Father who is a signatory of 

all four of the major documents of the founding of the United 

States: the Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of Alliance 

with France, the Treaty of Paris and the United States 

Constitution.  

In 1787, a group of prominent ministers in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, proposed the foundation of a new college named 

in Franklin's honor. Franklin donated £200 towards the 

development of Franklin College (now called Franklin & 

Marshall College).  

Between 1771 and 1788, he finished his autobiography. While 

it was at first addressed to his son, it was later completed for 

the benefit of mankind at the request of a friend.  

Franklin strongly supported the right to freedom of speech:  

In those wretched countries where a man cannot call his 

tongue his own, he can scarce call anything his own. Whoever 

would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by 

subduing the freeness of speech ... Without freedom of thought 

there can be no such thing as wisdom, and no such thing as 

public liberty without freedom of speech, which is the right of 

every man ... 

• —  Silence Dogood no. 8, 1722 
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President of Pennsylvania 

Special balloting conducted October 18, 1785, unanimously 

elected Franklin the sixth president of the Supreme Executive 

Council of Pennsylvania, replacing John Dickinson. The office 

was practically that of governor. Franklin held that office for 

slightly over three years, longer than any other, and served the 

constitutional limit of three full terms. Shortly after his initial 

election, he was re-elected to a full term on October 29, 1785, 

and again in the fall of 1786 and on October 31, 1787. In that 

capacity he served as host to the Constitutional Convention of 

1787 in Philadelphia.  

Virtue, religion, and personal beliefs 

• Like the other advocates of republicanism, Franklin 

emphasized that the new republic could survive only 

if the people were virtuous. All his life he explored 

the role of civic and personal virtue, as expressed in 

Poor Richard'saphorisms. Franklin felt that organized 

religion was necessary to keep men good to their 

fellow men, but rarely attended religious services 

himself. When Franklin met Voltaire in Paris and 

asked his fellow member of the Enlightenment 

vanguard to bless his grandson, Voltaire said in 

English, "God and Liberty", and added, "this is the 

only appropriate benediction for the grandson of 

Monsieur Franklin." 

Franklin's parents were both pious Puritans. The family 

attended the Old South Church, the most liberal Puritan 
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congregation in Boston, where Benjamin Franklin was baptized 

in 1706. Franklin's father, a poor chandler, owned a copy of a 

book, Bonifacius: Essays to Do Good, by the Puritan preacher 

and family friend Cotton Mather, which Franklin often cited as 

a key influence on his life. Franklin's first pen name, Silence 

Dogood, paid homage both to the book and to a widely known 

sermon by Mather. The book preached the importance of 

forming voluntary associations to benefit society. Franklin 

learned about forming do-good associations from Cotton 

Mather, but his organizational skills made him the most 

influential force in making voluntarism an enduring part of the 

American ethos.  

Franklin formulated a presentation of his beliefs and published 

it in 1728. It did not mention many of the Puritan ideas 

regarding salvation, the divinity of Jesus, or indeed much 

religious dogma. He clarified himself as a deist in his 1771 

autobiography, although still considered himself a Christian. 

He retained a strong faith in a God as the wellspring of 

morality and goodness in man, and as a Providential actor in 

history responsible for American independence.  

It was Ben Franklin who, at a critical impasse during the 

Constitutional Convention in June 1787, attempted to 

introduce the practice of daily common prayer with these 

words:  

... In the beginning of the contest with G. Britain, when we 

were sensible of danger we had daily prayer in this room for 

the Divine Protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they 

were graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in the 

struggle must have observed frequent instances of a 
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Superintending providence in our favor. ... And have we now 

forgotten that powerful friend? or do we imagine that we no 

longer need His assistance. I have lived, Sir, a long time and 

the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this 

truth—that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow 

cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it probable that 

an empire can rise without his aid? We have been assured, Sir, 

in the sacred writings that "except the Lord build they labor in 

vain that build it." I firmly believe this; and I also believe that 

without his concurring aid we shall succeed in this political 

building no better than the Builders of Babel: ... I therefore 

beg leave to move—that henceforth prayers imploring the 

assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, 

be held in this Assembly every morning before we proceed to 

business, and that one or more of the Clergy of this City be 

requested to officiate in that service.  

The motion met with resistance and was never brought to a 

vote.  

Franklin was an enthusiastic supporter of the evangelical 

minister George Whitefield during the First Great Awakening. 

Franklin did not subscribe to Whitefield's theology, but he 

admired Whitefield for exhorting people to worship God 

through good works. Franklin published all of Whitefield's 

sermons and journals, thereby earning a lot of money and 

boosting the Great Awakening.  

When he stopped attending church, Franklin wrote in his 

autobiography:  

... Sunday being my studying day, I never was without some 

religious principles. I never doubted, for instance, the 
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existence of the Deity; that He made the world, and governed it 

by His providence; that the most acceptable service of God was 

the doing good to man; that our souls are immortal; and that 

all crime will be punished, and virtue rewarded, either here or 

hereafter.  

Franklin retained a lifelong commitment to the Puritan virtues 

and political values he had grown up with, and through his 

civic work and publishing, he succeeded in passing these 

values into the American culture permanently. He had a 

"passion for virtue". These Puritan values included his 

devotion to egalitarianism, education, industry, thrift, honesty, 

temperance, charity and community spirit.  

The classical authors read in the Enlightenment period taught 

an abstract ideal of republican government based on 

hierarchical social orders of king, aristocracy and commoners. 

It was widely believed that English liberties relied on their 

balance of power, but also hierarchal deference to the 

privileged class. "Puritanism ... and the epidemic evangelism of 

the mid-eighteenth century, had created challenges to the 

traditional notions of social stratification" by preaching that 

the Bible taught all men are equal, that the true value of a 

man lies in his moral behavior, not his class, and that all men 

can be saved. Franklin, steeped in Puritanism and an 

enthusiastic supporter of the evangelical movement, rejected 

the salvation dogma, but embraced the radical notion of 

egalitarian democracy.  

Franklin's commitment to teach these values was itself 

something he gained from his Puritan upbringing, with its 

stress on "inculcating virtue and character in themselves and 
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their communities." These Puritan values and the desire to 

pass them on, were one of Franklin's quintessentially American 

characteristics, and helped shape the character of the nation. 

Franklin's writings on virtue were derided by some European 

authors, such as Jackob Fugger in his critical work Portrait of 

American Culture. Max Weber considered Franklin's ethical 

writings a culmination of the Protestant ethic, which ethic 

created the social conditions necessary for the birth of 

capitalism.  

One of Franklin's notable characteristics was his respect, 

tolerance and promotion of all churches. Referring to his 

experience in Philadelphia, he wrote in his autobiography, 

"new Places of worship were continually wanted, and generally 

erected by voluntary Contribution, my Mite for such purpose, 

whatever might be the Sect, was never refused." "He helped 

create a new type of nation that would draw strength from its 

religious pluralism." The evangelical revivalists who were active 

mid-century, such as Franklin's friend and preacher, George 

Whitefield, were the greatest advocates of religious freedom, 

"claiming liberty of conscience to be an 'inalienable right of 

every rational creature.'" Whitefield's supporters in 

Philadelphia, including Franklin, erected "a large, new hall, 

that ... could provide a pulpit to anyone of any belief." 

Franklin's rejection of dogma and doctrine and his stress on 

the God of ethics and morality and civic virtue made him the 

"prophet of tolerance." Franklin composed "A Parable Against 

Persecution", an apocryphal 51st chapter of Genesis in which 

God teaches Abraham the duty of tolerance. While he was 

living in London in 1774, he was present at the birth of British 

Unitarianism, attending the inaugural session of the Essex 

Street Chapel, at which Theophilus Lindsey drew together the 
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first avowedly Unitarian congregation in England; this was 

somewhat politically risky, and pushed religious tolerance to 

new boundaries, as a denial of the doctrine of the Trinity was 

illegal until the 1813 Act.  

Although Franklin's parents had intended for him to have a 

career in the Church, Franklin as a young man adopted the 

Enlightenment religious belief in deism, that God's truths can 

be found entirely through nature and reason, declaring, "I soon 

became a thorough Deist." As a young man he rejected 

Christian dogma in a 1725 pamphlet A Dissertation on Liberty 

and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain, which he later saw as an 

embarrassment, while simultaneously asserting that God is "all 

wise, all good, all powerful." He defended his rejection of 

religious dogma with these words: "I think opinions should be 

judged by their influences and effects; and if a man holds none 

that tend to make him less virtuous or more vicious, it may be 

concluded that he holds none that are dangerous, which I hope 

is the case with me." After the disillusioning experience of 

seeing the decay in his own moral standards, and those of two 

friends in London whom he had converted to Deism, Franklin 

turned back to a belief in the importance of organized religion, 

on the pragmatic grounds that without God and organized 

churches, man will not be good. Moreover, because of his 

proposal that prayers be said in the Constitutional Convention 

of 1787, many have contended that in his later life Franklin 

became a pious Christian.  

According to David Morgan, Franklin was a proponent of 

religion in general. He prayed to "Powerful Goodness" and 

referred to God as "the infinite". John Adams noted that 

Franklin was a mirror in which people saw their own religion: 
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"The Catholics thought him almost a Catholic. The Church of 

England claimed him as one of them. The Presbyterians 

thought him half a Presbyterian, and the Friends believed him 

a wet Quaker." Whatever else Franklin was, concludes Morgan, 

"he was a true champion of generic religion." In a letter to 

Richard Price, Franklin stated that he believed that religion 

should support itself without help from the government, 

claiming, "When a Religion is good, I conceive that it will 

support itself; and, when it cannot support itself, and God 

does not take care to support, so that its Professors are oblig'd 

to call for the help of the Civil Power, it is a sign, I apprehend, 

of its being a bad one."  

In 1790, just about a month before he died, Franklin wrote a 

letter to Ezra Stiles, president of Yale University, who had 

asked him his views on religion:  

As to Jesus of Nazareth, my Opinion of whom you particularly 

desire, I think the System of Morals and his Religion, as he left 

them to us, the best the world ever saw or is likely to see; but I 

apprehend it has received various corrupt changes, and I have, 

with most of the present Dissenters in England, some Doubts 

as to his divinity; tho' it is a question I do not dogmatize upon, 

having never studied it, and I think it needless to busy myself 

with it now, when I expect soon an Opportunity of knowing the 

Truth with less Trouble. I see no harm, however, in its being 

believed, if that belief has the good consequence, as it probably 

has, of making his doctrines more respected and better 

observed; especially as I do not perceive that the Supreme 

takes it amiss, by distinguishing the unbelievers in his 

government of the world with any particular marks of his 

displeasure. 
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On July 4, 1776, Congress appointed a three-member 

committee composed of Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John 

Adams to design the Great Seal of the United States. Franklin's 

proposal (which was not adopted) featured the motto: 

"Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God" and a scene from 

the Book of Exodus, with Moses, the Israelites, the pillar of 

fire, and George III depicted as pharaoh. The design that was 

produced was never acted upon by Congress, and the Great 

Seal's design was not finalized until a third committee was 

appointed in 1782.  

Thirteen Virtues 

Franklin sought to cultivate his character by a plan of 13 

virtues, which he developed at age 20 (in 1726) and continued 

to practice in some form for the rest of his life. His 

autobiography lists his 13 virtues as:  

• "Temperance. Eat not to dullness; drink not to 

elevation." 

• "Silence. Speak not but what may benefit others or 

yourself; avoid trifling conversation." 

• "Order. Let all your things have their places; let each 

part of your business have its time." 

• "Resolution. Resolve to perform what you ought; 

perform without fail what you resolve." 

• "Frugality. Make no expense but to do good to others 

or yourself; i.e., waste nothing." 

• "Industry. Lose no time; be always employ'd in 

something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions." 

• "Sincerity. Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently 

and justly, and, if you speak, speak accordingly." 
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• "Justice. Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting 

the benefits that are your duty." 

• "Moderation. Avoid extremes; forbear resenting 

injuries so much as you think they deserve." 

• "Cleanliness. Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, 

clothes, or habitation." 

• "Tranquility. Be not disturbed at trifles, or at 

accidents common or unavoidable." 

• "Chastity. Rarely use venery but for health or 

offspring, never to dullness, weakness, or the injury 

of your own or another's peace or reputation." 

• "Humility. Imitate Jesus and Socrates." 

Franklin did not try to work on them all at once. Instead, he 

would work on one and only one each week "leaving all others 

to their ordinary chance." While Franklin did not live 

completely by his virtues, and by his own admission he fell 

short of them many times, he believed the attempt made him a 

better man contributing greatly to his success and happiness, 

which is why in his autobiography, he devoted more pages to 

this plan than to any other single point; in his autobiography 

Franklin wrote, "I hope, therefore, that some of my 

descendants may follow the example and reap the benefit."  

Slavery 

Franklin owned as many as seven slaves, including two men 

who worked in his household and his shop. Franklin posted 

paid ads for the sale of slaves and for the capture of runaway 

slaves and allowed the sale of slaves in his general store. 

Franklin profited from both the international and domestic 
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slave trade, even criticizing slaves who had run away from 

their masters to join the British Army during the various wars 

the Thirteen Colonies were involved in during the 1740s and 

1750s. Franklin, however, later became an outspoken critic of 

slavery as practiced by the American upper class. In 1758, 

Franklin advocated the opening of a school for the education of 

black slaves in Philadelphia. Franklin took two slaves to 

England with him, Peter and King. King escaped with a woman 

to live in the outskirts of London and by 1758 he was working 

for a household in Suffolk.  

After returning from England in 1762, Franklin became notably 

more abolitionist in nature, attacking American slavery. In the 

wake of Somerset v Stewart, Franklin had voiced frustration at 

British abolitionists:  

O Pharisaical Britain! to pride thyself in setting free a single 

Slave that happens to land on thy coasts, while thy Merchants 

in all thy ports are encouraged by thy laws to continue a 

commerce whereby so many hundreds of thousands are 

dragged into a slavery that can scarce be said to end with their 

lives, since it is entailed on their prosperity! 

Franklin, however, refused to publicly debate the issue of 

slavery at the 1787 Constitutional Convention. Franklin tended 

to take both sides of the issue of slavery, never fully divesting 

himself from the institution.  

At the time of the American founding, there were about half a 

million slaves in the United States, mostly in the five 

southernmost states, where they made up 40 percent of the 

population. Many of the leading American founders – most 

notably Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and James 
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Madison – owned slaves, but many others did not. Benjamin 

Franklin thought that slavery was "an atrocious debasement of 

human nature" and "a source of serious evils." He and 

Benjamin Rush founded the Pennsylvania Society for 

Promoting the Abolition of Slavery in 1774.  

In his later years, as Congress was forced to deal with the 

issue of slavery, Franklin wrote several essays that stressed 

the importance of the abolition of slavery and of the integration 

of blacks into American society. These writings included:  

• An Address to the Public (1789) 

• A Plan for Improving the Condition of the Free Blacks 

(1789) 

• Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim on the Slave Trade (1790) 

In 1790, Quakers from New York and Pennsylvania presented 

their petition for abolition to Congress. Their argument against 

slavery was backed by the Pennsylvania Abolitionist Society 

and its president, Benjamin Franklin.  

Vegetarianism 

Franklin became a vegetarian when he was a teenager 

apprenticing at a print shop, after coming upon a book by the 

early vegetarian advocate Thomas Tryon. In addition, Franklin 

would have also been familiar with the moral arguments 

espoused by prominent vegetarian Quakers in colonial 

Pennsylvania, such as Benjamin Lay and John Woolman. His 

reasons for vegetarianism were based on health, ethics, and 

economy:  
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When about 16 years of age, I happen'd to meet with a book 

written by one Tryon, recommending a vegetable diet. I 

determined to go into it ... [By not eating meat] I presently 

found that I could save half what [my brother] paid me. This 

was an additional fund for buying books: but I had another 

advantage in it ... I made the greater progress from that 

greater clearness of head and quicker apprehension which 

usually attend temperance in eating and drinking. 

Franklin also declared the consumption of meat to be 

"unprovoked murder". Despite his convictions, he began to eat 

fish after being tempted by fried cod on a boat sailing from 

Boston, justifying the eating of animals by having observed 

that the fish's stomach contained other fish. Nonetheless, 

Franklin recognized the faulty ethics in this argument, and 

would continue to be vegetarian on and off.  

He was "excited" by tofu, which he learned of from the writings 

of Spanish missionary to China, Domingo Fernández Navarrete. 

Franklin sent a sample of soybeans to prominent American 

botanist John Bartram, and had previously written to British 

diplomat and Chinese trade expert James Flint inquiring as to 

how tofu was made, with their correspondence believed to be 

the first documented use of the word "tofu" in the English 

language.  

Franklin's "Second Reply to Vindex Patriae", a 1766 letter 

advocating self-sufficiency and less dependence on England, 

lists various examples of the bounty of American agricultural 

products, and does not mention meat. Detailing new American 

customs, Franklin writes that, "[t]hey resolved last spring to 

eat no more lamb; and not a joint of lamb has since been seen 
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on any of their tables … the sweet little creatures are all alive 

to this day, with the prettiest fleeces on their backs 

imaginable."  

Death 

Franklin suffered from obesity throughout his middle-aged and 

later years, which resulted in multiple health problems, 

particularly gout, which worsened as he aged. In poor health 

during the signing of the US Constitution in 1787, he was 

rarely seen in public from then until his death.  

Benjamin Franklin died from pleuritic attack at his home in 

Philadelphia on April 17, 1790. He was aged 84 at the time of 

his death. His last words were reportedly, "a dying man can do 

nothing easy", to his daughter after she suggested that he 

change position in bed and lie on his side so he could breathe 

more easily. Franklin's death is described in the book The Life 

of Benjamin Franklin, quoting from the account of John Jones:  

... when the pain and difficulty of breathing entirely left him, 

and his family were flattering themselves with the hopes of his 

recovery, when an imposthume, which had formed itself in his 

lungs, suddenly burst, and discharged a quantity of matter, 

which he continued to throw up while he had power; but, as 

that failed, the organs of respiration became gradually 

oppressed; a calm, lethargic state succeeded; and on the 17th 

instant (April 1790), about eleven o'clock at night, he quietly 

expired, closing a long and useful life of eighty-four years and 

three months.  
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Approximately 20,000 people attended his funeral. He was 

interred in Christ Church Burial Ground in Philadelphia. In 

1728, aged 22, Franklin wrote what he hoped would be his own 

epitaph:  

The Body of B. Franklin Printer; Like the Cover of an old Book, 

Its Contents torn out, And stript of its Lettering and Gilding, 

Lies here, Food for Worms. But the Work shall not be wholly 

lost: For it will, as he believ'd, appear once more, In a new & 

more perfect Edition, Corrected and Amended By the Author. 

Franklin's actual grave, however, as he specified in his final 

will, simply reads "Benjamin and Deborah Franklin".  

Legacy 

A signer of the Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of Paris 

and the Constitution, the only man to sign all three 

documents, Franklin is considered one of the Founding Fathers 

of the United States. His pervasive influence in the early 

history of the nation has led to his being jocularly called "the 

only president of the United States who was never president of 

the United States".  

Franklin's likeness is ubiquitous. Since 1928, it has adorned 

American $100 bills, which are sometimes referred to in slang 

as "Benjamins" or "Franklins." From 1948 to 1963, Franklin's 

portrait was on the half-dollar. He has appeared on a $50 bill 

and on several varieties of the $100 bill from 1914 and 1918. 

Franklin also appears on the $1,000 Series EE savings bond.  
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On April 12, 1976, as part of a bicentennial celebration, 

Congress dedicated a 20-foot (6 m) marble statue in 

Philadelphia's Franklin Institute as the Benjamin Franklin 

National Memorial. Many of Franklin's personal possessions 

are also on display at the institute, one of the few national 

memorials located on private property.  

In London, his house at 36 Craven Street, which is the only 

surviving former residence of Benjamin Franklin, was first 

marked with a blue plaque and has since been opened to the 

public as the Benjamin Franklin House. In 1998, workmen 

restoring the building dug up the remains of six children and 

four adults hidden below the home. The Times reported on 

February 11, 1998:  

Initial estimates are that the bones are about 200 years old 

and were buried at the time Franklin was living in the house, 

which was his home from 1757 to 1762 and from 1764 to 1775. 

Most of the bones show signs of having been dissected, sawn or 

cut. One skull has been drilled with several holes. Paul 

Knapman, the Westminster Coroner, said yesterday: "I cannot 

totally discount the possibility of a crime. There is still a 

possibility that I may have to hold an inquest. 

The Friends of Benjamin Franklin House (the organization 

responsible for the restoration) note that the bones were likely 

placed there by William Hewson, who lived in the house for two 

years and who had built a small anatomy school at the back of 

the house. They note that while Franklin likely knew what 

Hewson was doing, he probably did not participate in any 

dissections because he was much more of a physicist than a 

medical man.  
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Bequest 

Franklin bequeathed £1,000 (about $4,400 at the time, or 

about $125,000 in 2018 dollars) each to the cities of Boston 

and Philadelphia, in trust to gather interest for 200 years. The 

trust began in 1785 when the French mathematician Charles-

Joseph Mathon de la Cour, who admired Franklin greatly, 

wrote a friendly parody of Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanack 

called Fortunate Richard. The main character leaves a smallish 

amount of money in his will, five lots of 100 livres, to collect 

interest over one, two, three, four or five full centuries, with 

the resulting astronomical sums to be spent on impossibly 

elaborate utopian projects. Franklin, who was 79 years old at 

the time, wrote thanking him for a great idea and telling him 

that he had decided to leave a bequest of 1,000 pounds each to 

his native Boston and his adopted Philadelphia. By 1990, more 

than $2,000,000 had accumulated in Franklin's Philadelphia 

trust, which had loaned the money to local residents. From 

1940 to 1990, the money was used mostly for mortgage loans. 

When the trust came due, Philadelphia decided to spend it on 

scholarships for local high school students. Franklin's Boston 

trust fund accumulated almost $5,000,000 during that same 

time; at the end of its first 100 years a portion was allocated to 

help establish a trade schoolthat became the Franklin Institute 

of Boston, and the whole fund was later dedicated to 

supporting this institute.  

Franklin on U.S. postage 

Benjamin Franklin is a prominent figure in American history 

comparable to Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln, and as such 

he has been honored on U.S. postage stamps many times. The 
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image of Franklin, the first postmaster general of the United 

States, occurs on the face of U.S. postage more than any other 

notable American save that of George Washington.  

Franklin appeared on the first U.S. postage stamp (displayed 

above) issued in 1847. From 1908 through 1923, the U.S. Post 

Office issued a series of postage stamps commonly referred to 

as the Washington–Franklin Issues where, along with George 

Washington, Franklin was depicted many times over a 14-year 

period, the longest run of any one series in U.S. postal history. 

Along with the regular issue stamps Franklin however only 

appears on a few commemorative stamps. Some of the finest 

portrayals of Franklin on record can be found on the 

engravings inscribed on the face of U.S. postage.  

Bawdy Ben 

"Advice to a Friend on Choosing a Mistress" is a letter written 

by Benjamin Franklin, dated June 25, 1745, in which Franklin 

gives advice to a young man about channeling sexual urges. 

Due to its licentious nature, the letter was not published in 

collections of Franklin's papers during the nineteenth century. 

Federal court decisions from the mid-to-late twentieth century 

cited the document as a reason for overturning obscenity laws, 

using it to make a case against censorship.  

Exhibitions 

"The Princess and the Patriot: Ekaterina Dashkova, Benjamin 

Franklin and the Age of Enlightenment" exhibition opened in 

Philadelphia in February 2006 and ran through December 

2006. Benjamin Franklin and Dashkova met only once, in Paris 
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in 1781. Franklin was 75, and Dashkova was 37. Franklin 

invited Dashkova to become the first woman to join the 

American Philosophical Society; she was the only woman so 

honored for another 80 years. Later, Dashkova reciprocated by 

making him the first American member of the Russian Academy 

of Sciences.  

Namesakes 

As a founding father of the United States, Franklin's name has 

been attached to many things. Among these are:  

• The State of Franklin, a short-lived independent 

state formed during the American Revolutionary War 

• Counties in at least 16 U.S. states 

• The Franklin Institute Awards (presented by the 

Franklin Institute) for significant contributions in 

the fields of science and engineering. 

• The Franklin Inn Club, founded in 1902 as a literary 

society, was one of the four historic gentlemen's 

clubs in Philadelphia's Center City and was the first 

to open membership to women in Philadelphia. 

• Several major landmarks in and around 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Franklin's longtime 

home, including:  

• Franklin & Marshall College in nearby Lancaster 

• Franklin Field, a football field once home to the 

Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League 

and the home field of the University of Pennsylvania 

Quakers since 1895 

• Philadelphia's Benjamin Franklin Parkway (a major 

thoroughfare) 
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• The Benjamin Franklin Bridge across the Delaware 

River between Philadelphia and Camden, New Jersey 

• Several U.S. Navy ships have been named the 

USS Franklin or the USS Bonhomme Richard, the 

latter being a French translation of his penname 

"Poor Richard". Two aircraft carriers, 

USS Franklin (CV-13) and USS Bon Homme 

Richard (CV-31), were simultaneously in commission 

and in operation during World War II, and Franklin, 

therefore, had the distinction of having two 

simultaneously operational U.S. Navy warships 

named in his honor. The French ship Franklin (1797) 

was also named in Franklin's honor. 

• CMA CGM Benjamin Franklin, a Chinese-built 

French-owned Explorer-class container ship 

• Franklin Park in Tacoma, Washington, was originally 

named in honor of Benjamin Franklin. It was 

renamed in 2021 to honor Washington state senator 

Rosa Franklin. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Albuquerque abbreviated as ABQ, is the most populous city in 

the U.S. state of New Mexico. Its nicknames, The Duke City 

and Burque, both reference its 1706 founding by Nuevo México 

governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdés as La Villa de 

Alburquerque. Named in honor of the Viceroy of New Spain, 

the 10th Duke of Alburquerque, the city was an outpost on El 

Camino Real linking Mexico City to the northernmost 

territories of New Spain. The 2020 census-estimated 

population of the city is 562,540, making Albuquerque the 
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32nd most populous city in the United States and the fourth 

largest in the Southwest. It is the principal city of the 

Albuquerque metropolitan area, which had 923,630 residents 

as of July 2020.  

Located in north-central New Mexico, Albuquerque serves as 

the county seat of Bernalillo County. To its east are the 

Sandia–Manzano Mountains, Rio Grande flows north to south 

through its center, while the West Mesa and Petroglyph 

National Monument make up the western part of the city. 

Albuquerque has one of the highest elevations of any major 

city in the U.S., ranging from 4,900 feet (1,500 m) above sea 

level near the Rio Grande to over 6,700 feet (2,000 m) in the 

foothill areas of Sandia Heights and Glenwood Hills. The civic 

apex is found in an undeveloped area within the Albuquerque 

Open Space; there, the terrain rises to an elevation of 

approximately 6,880 feet (2,100 m), and the metropolitan 

area's highest point is the Sandia Mountains crest at an 

altitude of 10,678 feet (3,255 m).  

The economy of Albuquerque centers on science, medicine, 

technology, commerce, education, entertainment, and culture 

outlets. The city is home to Kirtland Air Force Base, Sandia 

National Laboratories, Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute, 

Presbyterian Health Services, and both the University of New 

Mexico and Central New Mexico Community College have their 

main campuses in the city. Albuquerque is the center of the 

New Mexico Technology Corridor, a concentration of high-tech 

institutions, including the metropolitan area being the location 

of Intel's Fab 11X in Rio Rancho and a Facebook Data Center 

in Los Lunas. Albuquerque was also the founding location of 

MITS and Microsoft. Film studios have a major presence in the 
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state of New Mexico, for example Netflix has a main production 

hub at Albuquerque Studios. There are numerous shopping 

centers and malls within the city, including ABQ Uptown, 

Coronado, Cottonwood, Nob Hill, and Winrock. Outside city 

limits but surrounded by the city is the location of a horse 

racing track and casino called The Downs Casino and 

Racetrack, and the Pueblos surrounding the city feature resort 

casinos, including Sandia Resort, Santa Ana Star, Isleta 

Resort, and Laguna Pueblo's Route 66 Resort.  

The city hosts the International Balloon Fiesta, the world's 

largest gathering of hot-air balloons, taking place every 

October at a venue referred to as Balloon Fiesta Park, with its 

47-acre launch field. Another large venue is Expo New Mexico, 

where other annual events are held, such as North America's 

largest pow wow at the Gathering of Nations, as well as the 

New Mexico State Fair. Other major venues throughout the 

metropolitan area include the National Hispanic Cultural 

Center, the University of New Mexico's Popejoy Hall, Santa Ana 

Star Center, and Isleta Amphitheater. Old Town Albuquerque's 

Plaza, Hotel, and San Felipe de Neri Church hosts traditional 

fiestas and events such as weddings, also near Old Town are 

the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science, 

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History, Indian Pueblo 

Cultural Center, Explora, and Albuquerque Biological Park. 

Located in Downtown Albuquerque are historic theaters such 

as the KiMo Theater, and near the Civic Plaza is the Al 

Hurricane Pavilion and Albuquerque Convention Center with 

its Kiva Auditorium. Due to its population size, the 

metropolitan area regularly receives most national and 

international music concerts, Broadway shows, and other large 
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traveling events, as well as New Mexico music, and other local 

music performances.  

Likewise, due to the metropolitan size, it is home to a diverse 

restaurant scene from various global cuisines and the state's 

distinct New Mexican cuisine. Being the focus of the Middle Rio 

Grande Conservancy District gives an agricultural contrast 

along acequias to the otherwise heavily urban setting of the 

city. Crops such as New Mexico chile are grown along the 

entire Rio Grande; the red or green chile pepper is a staple of 

the aforementioned New Mexican cuisine. The Albuquerque 

metro is a major contributor of the Middle Rio Grande Valley 

AVA with New Mexico wine produced at several vineyards, it is 

also home to several New Mexican breweries. The river also 

provides trade access with the Mesilla Valley (containing Las 

Cruces, New Mexico and El Paso, Texas) region to the south, 

with its Mesilla Valley AVA and the adjacent Hatch Valley 

which is well known for its New Mexico chile peppers. Since 

the city's founding, it has continued to be included on travel 

and trade routes including Santa Fe Railway (ATSF), Route 66, 

Interstate 25, Interstate 40, and the Albuquerque International 

Sunport.  

History 

Petroglyphs carved into basalt in the western part of the city 

bear testimony to an early Native American presence in the 

area, now preserved in the Petroglyph National Monument.  

The Tanoan and Keresan peoples had lived along the Rio 

Grande for centuries before European settlers arrived in what 

is now Albuquerque. By the 1500s, there were around 20 Tiwa 
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pueblos along a 60-mile (97 km) stretch of river from present-

day Algodones to the Rio Puerco confluence south of Belen. Of 

these, 12 or 13 were densely clustered near present-day 

Bernalillo and the remainder were spread out to the south.  

Two Tiwa pueblos lie specifically on the outskirts of the 

present-day city, both of which have been continuously 

inhabited for many centuries: Sandia Pueblo, which was 

founded in the 14th century, and the Pueblo of Isleta, for 

which written records go back to the early 17th century, when 

it was chosen as the site of the San Agustín de la Isleta 

Mission, a Catholic mission.  

The Navajo, Apache, and Comanche peoples were also likely to 

have set camps in the Albuquerque area, as there is evidence 

of trade and cultural exchange between the different Native 

American groups going back centuries before European arrival.  

Albuquerque was founded in 1706 as an outpost as La Villa de 

Alburquerque by Francisco Cuervo y Valdés in the provincial 

kingdom of Santa Fe de Nuevo México and named after the 

Viceroy Francisco Fernández de la Cueva, 10th duke of 

Alburquerque, which is from a town in Spain. Albuquerque was 

a farming and shepherding community and strategically 

located trading and military outpost along the Camino Real, for 

the other already established for the Tiquex and Hispano towns 

in the area, such as Barelas, Corrales, Isleta Pueblo, Los 

Ranchos, and Sandia Pueblo.  

After 1821, Mexico also had a military presence there. The 

town of Alburquerque was built in the traditional Spanish villa 

pattern: a central plaza surrounded by government buildings, 

homes, and a church. This central plaza area has been 
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preserved and is open to the public as a cultural area and 

center of commerce. It is referred to as "Old Town 

Albuquerque" or simply "Old Town". Historically it was 

sometimes referred to as "La Placita" (Little Plaza in Spanish). 

On the north side of Old Town Plaza is San Felipe de Neri 

Church. Built in 1793, it is one of the oldest surviving 

buildings in the city.  

After the New Mexico Territory became a part of the United 

States, Albuquerque had a federal garrison and quartermaster 

depot, the Post of Albuquerque, from 1846 to 1867. In Beyond 

the Mississippi (1867), Albert D. Richardson, traveling to 

California via coach, passed through Albuquerque in late 

October 1859—its population was 3,000 at the time—and 

described it as "one of the richest and pleasantest towns, with 

a Spanish cathedral and other buildings more than two 

hundred years old."  

During the Civil War, Albuquerque was occupied for a month in 

February 1862 by Confederate troops under General Henry 

Hopkins Sibley, who soon afterwards advanced with his main 

body into northern New Mexico. During his retreat from Union 

troops into Texas he made a stand on April 8, 1862, at 

Albuquerque and fought the Battle of Albuquerque against a 

detachment of Union soldiers commanded by Colonel Edward 

R. S. Canby. This daylong engagement at long range led to few 

casualties, as the citizens of Albuquerque aided the Republican 

Union to rid the city of the occupying Confederate troops.  

• When the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 

arrived in 1880, it bypassed the Plaza, locating the 

passenger depot and railyards about 2 miles (3 km) 
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east in what quickly became known as New 

Albuquerque or New Town. The railway company 

built a hospital for its workers that was later a 

juvenile psychiatric facility and has now been 

converted to a hotel. Many Anglo merchants, 

mountain men, and settlers slowly filtered into 

Albuquerque, creating a major mercantile 

commercial center which is now Downtown 

Albuquerque. Due to a rising rate of violent crime, 

gunman Milt Yarberry was appointed the town's first 

marshal that year. New Albuquerque was 

incorporated as a town in 1885, with Henry N. Jaffa 

its first mayor. It was incorporated as a city in 1891. 

Old Town remained a separate community until the 

1920s when it was absorbed by Albuquerque. Old 

Albuquerque High School, the city's first public high 

school, was established in 1879. Congregation 

Albert, a Reform synagogue established in 1897, is 

the oldest continuing Jewish organization in the city. 

By 1900, Albuquerque boasted a population of 8,000 

inhabitants and all the modern amenities, including an electric 

street railway connecting Old Town, New Town, and the 

recently established University of New Mexico campus on the 

East Mesa. In 1902, the famous Alvarado Hotel was built 

adjacent to the new passenger depot, and it remained a symbol 

of the city until it was razed in 1970 to make room for a 

parking lot. In 2002, the Alvarado Transportation Center was 

built on the site in a manner resembling the old landmark. The 

large metro station functions as the downtown headquarters 

for the city's transit department. It also serves as an 
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intermodal hub for local buses, Greyhound buses, Amtrak 

passenger trains, and the Rail Runner commuter rail line.  

New Mexico's dry climate brought many tuberculosis patients 

to the city in search of a cure during the early 20th century, 

and several sanitaria sprang up on the West Mesa to serve 

them. Presbyterian Hospital and St. Joseph Hospital, two of 

the largest hospitals in the Southwest, had their beginnings 

during this period. Influential New Deal–era governor Clyde 

Tingley and famed Southwestern architect John Gaw Meem 

were among those brought to New Mexico by tuberculosis.  

The first travelers on Route 66 appeared in Albuquerque in 

1926, and before long, dozens of motels, restaurants, and gift 

shops had sprung up along the roadside to serve them. Route 

66 originally ran through the city on a north–south alignment 

along Fourth Street, but in 1937 it was realigned along Central 

Avenue, a more direct east–west route. The intersection of 

Fourth and Central downtown was the principal crossroads of 

the city for decades. The majority of the surviving structures 

from the Route 66 era are on Central, though there are also 

some on Fourth. Signs between Bernalillo and Los Lunas along 

the old route now have brown, historical highway markers 

denoting it as Pre-1937 Route 66. 

The establishment of Kirtland Air Force Base in 1939, Sandia 

Base in the early 1940s, and Sandia National Laboratories in 

1949, would make Albuquerque a key player of the Atomic Age. 

Meanwhile, the city continued to expand outward into the 

Northeast Heights, reaching a population of 201,189 by 1960. 

In 1990, it was 384,736 and in 2007 it was 518,271. In June 

2007, Albuquerque was listed as the sixth fastest-growing city 
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in the United States. In 1990, the U.S. Census Bureau 

reported Albuquerque's population as 34.5% Hispanic and 

58.3% non-Hispanic white.  

On April 11, 1950, a USAF B-29 bomber carrying a nuclear 

weapon crashed into a mountain near Manzano Base. On May 

22, 1957, a B-36 accidentally dropped a Mark 17 nuclear bomb 

4.5 miles from the control tower while landing at Kirtland Air 

Force Base. Only the conventional trigger detonated, the bomb 

being unarmed. These incidents were classified for decades.  

Albuquerque's downtown entered the same phase and 

development (decline, "urban renewal" with continued decline, 

and gentrification) as nearly every city across the United 

States. As Albuquerque spread outward, the downtown area fell 

into a decline. Many historic buildings were razed in the 1960s 

and 1970s to make way for new plazas, high-rises, and parking 

lots as part of the city's urban renewal phase. As of 2010, only 

recently has Downtown Albuquerque come to regain much of 

its urban character, mainly through the construction of many 

new loft apartment buildings and the renovation of historic 

structures such as the KiMo Theater, in the gentrification 

phase.  

During the 21st century, the Albuquerque population has 

continued to grow rapidly. The population of the city proper 

was estimated at 528,497 in 2009, up from 448,607 in the 

2000 census. During 2005 and 2006, the city celebrated its 

tricentennial with a diverse program of cultural events.  

The passage of the Planned Growth Strategy in 2002–2004 was 

the community's strongest effort to create a framework for a 

more balanced and sustainable approach to urban growth.  
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Urban sprawl is limited on three sides—by the Sandia Pueblo 

to the north, the Isleta Pueblo and Kirtland Air Force Base to 

the south, and the Sandia Mountains to the east. Suburban 

growth continues at a strong pace to the west, beyond the 

Petroglyph National Monument, once thought to be a natural 

boundary to sprawl development.  

Because of less-costly land and lower taxes, much of the 

growth in the metropolitan area is taking place outside of the 

city of Albuquerque itself.  

In Rio Rancho to the northwest, the communities east of the 

mountains, and the incorporated parts of Valencia County, 

population growth rates approach twice that of Albuquerque. 

The primary cities in Valencia County are Los Lunas and 

Belen, both of which are home to growing industrial complexes 

and new residential subdivisions.  

The mountain towns of Tijeras, Edgewood, and Moriarty, while 

close enough to Albuquerque to be considered suburbs, have 

experienced much less growth compared to Rio Rancho, 

Bernalillo, Los Lunas, and Belen. Limited water supply and 

rugged terrain are the main limiting factors for development in 

these towns.  

The Mid Region Council of Governments (MRCOG), which 

includes constituents from throughout the Albuquerque area, 

was formed to ensure that these governments along the middle 

Rio Grande would be able to meet the needs of their rapidly 

rising populations. MRCOG's cornerstone project is currently 

the New Mexico Rail Runner Express. In October 2013, the 

Albuquerque Journal reported Albuquerque as the third best 

city to own an investment property.  
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Geography 

According to the United States Census Bureau, Albuquerque 

has a total area of 189.5 square miles (490.9 km), of which 

187.7 square miles (486.2 km) is land and 1.8 square miles 

(4.7 km), or 0.96%, is water.  

Albuquerque lies within the center of the Albuquerque Basin 

ecoregion, centered on the Rio Grande with its Bosque gallery 

forest, flanked easterly by the Sandia–Manzano Mountains and 

westerly by the West Mesa. Located in central New Mexico, the 

city also has noticeable influences from the adjacent Colorado 

Plateau semi-desert, New Mexico Mountains forested with 

juniper and pine, and Southwest plateaus and plains steppe 

ecoregions, depending on where one is located.  

Landforms and drainage 

Albuquerque has one of the highest elevations of any major 

city in the United States, though the effects of this are greatly 

tempered by its southwesterly continental position. The 

elevation of the city ranges from 4,900 feet (1,490 m) above sea 

level near the Rio Grande (in the Valley) to over 

6,700 feet (1,950 m) in the foothill areas of Sandia Heights and 

Glenwood Hills. At the airport, the elevation is 

5,352 feet (1,631 m) above sea level.  

The Rio Grande is classified, like the Nile, as an "exotic" river. 

The New Mexico portion of the Rio Grande lies within the Rio 

Grande Rift Valley, bordered by a system of faults, including 

those that lifted up the adjacent Sandia and Manzano 
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Mountains, while lowering the area where the life-sustaining 

Rio Grande now flows.  

Geology and ecology 

Albuquerque lies in the Albuquerque Basin, a portion of the 

Rio Grande rift. The Sandia Mountains are the predominant 

geographic feature visible in Albuquerque. Sandía is Spanish 

for "watermelon", and is popularly believed to be a reference to 

the brilliant coloration of the mountains at sunset: bright pink 

(melon meat) and green (melon rind). The pink is due to large 

exposures of granodiorite cliffs, and the green is due to large 

swaths of conifer forests. However, Robert Julyan notes in The 

Place Names of New Mexico, "the most likely explanation is the 

one believed by the Sandia Pueblo Indians: the Spaniards, 

when they encountered the Pueblo in 1540, called it Sandia, 

because they thought the squash growing there were 

watermelons, and the name Sandia soon was transferred to the 

mountains east of the pueblo." He also notes that the Sandia 

Pueblo Indians call the mountain Bien Mur, "big mountain."  

The Sandia foothills, on the west side of the mountains, have 

soils derived from that same rock material with varying sizes of 

decomposed granite, mixed with areas of clay and caliche (a 

calcium carbonate deposit common in the arid southwestern 

USA), along with some exposed granite bedrock.  

Below the foothills, the area usually called the "Northeast 

Heights" consists of a mix of clay and caliche soils, overlaying 

a layer of decomposed granite, resulting from long-term 

outwash of that material from the adjacent mountains. This 

bajada is quite noticeable when driving into Albuquerque from 
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the north or south, due to its fairly uniform slope from the 

mountains' edge downhill to the valley. Sand hills are scattered 

along the I-25 corridor and directly above the Rio Grande 

Valley, forming the lower end of the Heights.  

The Rio Grande Valley, due to long-term shifting of the actual 

river channel, contains layers and areas of soils varying 

between caliche, clay, loam, and even some sand. It is the only 

part of Albuquerque where the water table often lies close to 

the surface, sometimes less than 10 feet (3.0 m).  

The last significant area of Albuquerque geologically is the 

West Mesa: this is the elevated land west of the Rio Grande, 

including "West Bluff", the sandy terrace immediately west and 

above the river, and the rather sharply defined volcanic 

escarpment above and west of most of the developed city. The 

west mesa commonly has soils often referred to as "blow sand", 

along with occasional clay and caliche and even basalt, nearing 

the escarpment.  

Scrub and mesa vegetation such as sand sagebrush (Artemisia 

filifolia), fourwing saltbush (Atriplex canescens), Indian 

ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides), sand dropseed (Sporobolus 

cryptandrus), and mesa dropseed (Sporobolus flexuosus) is 

often found in sandy soils. Arroyos contain desert willow 

(Chilopsis linearis) while breaks and the prominent volcanic 

escarpment include threeleaf sumac with less frequent stands 

of oneseed juniper (Juniperus monosperma), netleaf hackberry 

(Celtis reticulata), mariola (Parthenium incanum ), and beebrush 

or oreganillo (Aloysia wrightii). Isolated littleleaf sumac (Rhus 

microphylla) occurs on the hillsides above Taylor Ranch and at 

the Petroglyph National Monument Visitor's Center.  
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In the bosque are the synonymous Rio Grande cottonwood 

(Populus deltoides var. wislizeni), coyote willow (Salix exigua), 

mesquite or tornillo (Prosopis pubescens), Gooding's willow 

(Salix goodingii), and saint sacaton (Sporobulus wrightii). Other 

trees native to the bosque include, New Mexico olive (Forestiera 

pubescens var. neomexicana), New Mexico walnut (Juglans 

major ), and New Mexico ash (Fraxinus velutina). Non-native 

plants such as Siberian elm, Russian olive, saltcedar, 

mulberries, Ailanthus, and ravenna grass also exist in large 

quantities.  

The mountainous parts of the city feature piñon pine, desert 

live oak (Quercus turbinella), gray oak (Quercus grisea), hairy 

mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus breviflorus), oneseed juniper 

(Juniperus monosperma), piñon (Pinus edulis), threeleaf sumac 

(Rhus trilobata), Engelmann prickly pear (Opuntia engelmannii), 

juniper prickly pear (Opuntia hystricina var. juniperiana), and 

beargrass (Nolina greenei, formerly considered Nolina texana).  

Native birds such as the greater roadrunner thrive in the city. 

Other birds include the common raven, American crow, great-

tailed grackle, Gambel's and scaled quail, several species of 

hummingbirds, house finch, pigeon, mourning dove, white wing 

and European collared doves (both recent appearances), curve-

billed thrasher, pinyon jay, and Cooper's, Swainson's, and red-

tail hawks. The valley hosts sandhill cranes each winter.  

Other fauna include reptilia and amphibia such as the 

southwestern fence lizard and New Mexico whiptail 

(Aspidoscelis neomexicanus), the New Mexico garter snake, the 

bullsnake, Woodhouse toads, New Mexico spadefoot toads, and 

tadpole shrimp ("Triops"). As well as arthropods like the plains 
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cicada, vinegaroon, desert centipede, white-lined sphynx 

(hummingbird moth), two-tailed swallowtail, fig beetle, New 

Mexico mantis, and harvester ant.  

Cityscape 

Quadrants 

Albuquerque is geographically divided into four quadrants that 

are officially part of mailing addresses. They are NE 

(northeast), NW (northwest), SE (southeast), and SW 

(southwest). The north-south dividing line is Central Avenue 

(the path that Route 66 took through the city), and the east-

west dividing line is the Rail Runner tracks.  

Northeast 

This quadrant has been experiencing a housing expansion 

since the late 1950s. It abuts the base of the Sandia 

Mountains and contains portions of the foothills 

neighborhoods, which are significantly higher, in elevation and 

price range, than the rest of the city.  

Running from Central Avenue and the railroad tracks to the 

Sandia Peak Aerial Tram, this is the largest quadrant both 

geographically and by population. Martineztown, the University 

of New Mexico, the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, Nob Hill, 

the Uptown area which includes three shopping malls 

(Coronado Center, ABQ Uptown, and Winrock Town Center), 

Hoffmantown, Journal Center, Cliff's Amusement Park, and 

Balloon Fiesta Park are all in this quadrant.  
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Some of the most affluent neighborhoods in the city are here, 

including: High Desert, Tanoan, Sandia Heights, and North 

Albuquerque Acres. Parts of Sandia Heights and North 

Albuquerque Acres are outside the city limits proper. A few 

houses in the farthest reach of this quadrant lie in the Cibola 

National Forest, just over the line into Sandoval County.  

Northwest 

This quadrant contains historic Old Town Albuquerque, which 

dates to the 18th century, as well as the Indian Pueblo 

Cultural Center.  

The area has a mixture of commercial districts and low to 

high-income neighborhoods. Northwest Albuquerque includes 

the largest section of Downtown, Rio Grande Nature Center 

State Park and the Bosque ("woodlands"), Petroglyph National 

Monument, Double Eagle II Airport, the Paradise Hills 

neighborhood, Taylor Ranch, and Cottonwood Mall.  

This quadrant also contains the North Valley settlement, 

outside the city limits, which has some expensive homes and 

small ranches along the Rio Grande.  

The city of Albuquerque engulfs the village of Los Ranchos de 

Albuquerque. A small portion of the rapidly developing area on 

the west side of the river south of the Petroglyphs, known as 

the "West Mesa" or "Westside", consisting primarily of 

traditional residential subdivisions, also extends into this 

quadrant. The city proper is bordered on the north by the 

North Valley, the village of Corrales, and the city of Rio 

Rancho.  
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Southeast 

Kirtland Air Force Base, Sandia National Laboratories, Sandia 

Science & Technology Park, Albuquerque International 

Sunport, Eclipse Aerospace, American Society of Radiologic 

Technologists, Central New Mexico Community College, 

Albuquerque Veloport, University Stadium, Rio Grande Credit 

Union Field at Isotopes Park, The Pit, Mesa del Sol, The 

Pavilion, Albuquerque Studios, Isleta Resort & Casino, the 

National Museum of Nuclear Science & History, New Mexico 

Veterans' Memorial, and Talin Market are all in the Southeast 

quadrant.  

The upscale neighborhood of Four Hills is in the foothills of 

Southeast Albuquerque. Other neighborhoods include Nob Hill, 

Ridgecrest, Willow Wood, and Volterra.  

Southwest 

Traditionally consisting of agricultural and rural areas and 

suburban neighborhoods, the Southwest quadrant comprises 

the south-end of Downtown Albuquerque, the Barelas 

neighborhood, the rapidly growing west side, and the 

community of South Valley, New Mexico, often called "The 

South Valley". Although the South Valley is not within 

Albuquerque's city limits, the quadrant extends through it all 

the way to the Isleta Indian Reservation. Newer suburban 

subdivisions on the West Mesa near the southwestern city 

limits join homes of older construction, some dating as far 

back as the 1940s. This quadrant includes the old 

communities of Atrisco, Los Padillas, Huning Castle, Kinney, 

Westgate, Westside, Alamosa, Mountainview, and Pajarito. The 
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Bosque ("woodlands"), the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 

the Rio Grande Zoo, and Tingley Beach are also here.  

A new adopted development plan, the Santolina Master Plan, 

will extend development on the west side past 118th Street SW 

to the edge of the Rio Puerco Valley and house 100,000 by 

2050. It is unclear at this time whether the Santolina 

development will be annexed by the City of Albuquerque or 

incorporated as its own city.  

Climate 

Albuquerque's climate is classified as a cold desert climate 

(BWk) bordering on a cold semi-arid climate (BSk) according to 

one application of the Köppen climate classification system. 

Albuquerque's climate is classified as semi-arid desert warm 

temperate as defined by The Biota of North America Program 

and the U.S. Geological Survey's Terrestrial Ecosystems—

Isobioclimates of the Conterminous United States, using 

datasets and mapping technology such as those from the 

PRISM Climate Group.  

Albuquerque is located at the crossroads of several ecoregions, 

depending on the system applied. According to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, the city is located in the 

southeastern edge of the Arizona/New Mexico Plateau, with the 

Arizona/New Mexico Mountains ecoregion defining the adjacent 

Sandia-Manzano mountains, including the foothills in the 

eastern edges of the city proper east of about Juan Tabo 

Boulevard. Though the city lies at the northern edge of the 

Chihuahuan Desert transitioning into the Colorado Plateau, 

much of Albuquerque area west of the Sandia Mountains 
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shares a similar aridity, temperature regime, and natural 

vegetation more with that of the Chihuahuan Desert, namely 

the desert grassland and sand scrub plant communities.  

The eastern areas of the Greater Albuquerque Area, known as 

the East Mountain Area, lie the Southwestern Tablelands, 

sometimes considered a southern extension of the central high 

plains and northeast New Mexico highlands. To the north is the 

Southern Rockies ecoregion in the Jemez Mountains.  

The average annual precipitation is less than half of 

evaporation supporting an arid climate, and no month's daily 

temperature mean is below freezing. The climate is rather mild 

compared to parts of the country further north or further 

south. However, due to the city's high elevation low 

temperatures in winter often dip below freezing. Varied terrain 

and elevations within the city and outlying areas cause daily 

temperature differences to vary. The daily average 

temperatures in December and January, the coldest months, 

are above freezing at 36.3 °F (2.4 °C) and 36.4 °F (2.4 °C) 

respectively.  

Albuquerque's climate is usually sunny and dry, with an 

average of 3,415 sunshine hours per year. Brilliant sunshine 

defines the region, averaging 278 days a year; periods of 

variably mid and high-level cloudiness temper the sun, mostly 

during the cooler months. Extended cloudiness lasting longer 

than two or three days is rare.  

Winter typically consists of cool days and cold nights, except 

following passage of the strongest cold fronts and arctic 

airmasses when daytime temperatures remain colder than 

average; overnight temperatures tend to fall below freezing 
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between about 10 pm and 8 am in the city, except during 

colder airmasses, plus colder spots of the valley and most of 

the East Mountain areas. December, the coolest month, 

averages 36.3 °F (2.4 °C), although extreme low temperatures 

bottom out in early January; the median or normal coolest 

temperature of the year is just above 10 °F (−12 °C), though 

the average or mean is below 10 °F (−12 °C). It is typical for 

daily low temperatures in much of December, January, and 

February to be below freezing, the long-term average 76 of 90 

days falling to or below freezing; four 24-hour days stay below 

freezing on average, though that often occurs for less hours 

west of the Rio Grande and in the Heights.  

Spring is windy, sometimes unsettled with rain, though spring 

is usually the driest part of the year in Albuquerque. March 

and April tend to experience many days with the wind blowing 

at 20 to 30 mph (32 to 48 km/h), and afternoon gusts can 

produce periods of blowing sand and dust. In May, the winds 

tend to subside as a summer-like airmass and temperatures 

begin to occur with regularity.  

Summer is lengthy and very warm to hot, relatively tolerable 

for most people because of low humidity and air movement. 

The exception is some days during the North American 

Monsoon, when daily humidity remains relatively high, 

especially in July and August. 2.7 days of 100 °F (38 °C) or 

warmer highs occur annually on average, mostly in June and 

July and rarely in August due in part to the monsoon; an 

average of 60 days experience 90 °F (32 °C) or warmer highs. 

28 days with highs at or above 100 °F (38 °C) occurred in the 

summer of 1980 at Albuquerque's Sunport, though such 

temperatures are a rare occurrence. Portions of the valley and 
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West Mesa locations experience more high temperatures above 

90 °F (32 °C) and 100 °F (38 °C) as part of normal or extreme 

weather each summer.  

Fall is generally cool in the mornings and nights but sees less 

rain than summer, though the weather can be more unsettled 

closer to winter, as colder airmasses and weather patterns 

build in from the north and northwest with more frequency.  

Precipitation averages about 9.5 inches per year using recent 

30-year periods, but during the period of record beginning in 

1897, the average is 8.7 inches. On average, January is the 

driest month, while July and August are the wettest months, 

as a result of shower and thunderstorm activity produced by 

the North American Monsoon prevalent over the Southwestern 

United States. Most rain occurs during the late summer 

monsoon season, typically starting in early June and ending in 

mid-September.  

Albuquerque averages under 10 inches of snow per winter, and 

experiences several accumulating snow events each season. 

Locations in the Northeast Heights and Eastern Foothills tend 

to receive more snowfall due to each region's higher elevation 

and proximity to the mountains.  

The city was one of several in the region experiencing a severe 

winter storm on December 28–30, 2006, with locations in 

Albuquerque receiving between 10.5 and 26 inches (27 and 

66 cm) of snow. More recently, a major winter storm in late 

February 2015 dropped up to a foot (30 cm) of snow on most of 

the city. Such large snowfalls are rare occurrences during the 

period of record, and they greatly impact traffic movement and 

the workforce due to their rarity.  
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The mountains and highlands east of the city create a rain 

shadow effect, due to the drying of air descending the 

mountains; the Sandia Mountain foothills tend to lift any 

available moisture, enhancing precipitation to about 10–

17 inches annually.  

Traveling west, north, and east of Albuquerque, one quickly 

rises in elevation and leaves the sheltering effect of the valley 

to enter a noticeably cooler and slightly wetter environment. 

One such area is considered part of Albuquerque Metropolitan 

Area, commonly called the East Mountain area; it is covered in 

woodlands of juniper and piñon trees, a common trait of 

southwestern uplands and the southernmost Rocky Mountains.  

Hydrology 

Albuquerque's drinking water comes from a combination of Rio 

Grande water (river water diverted from the Colorado River 

basin through the San Juan-Chama Project) and a delicate 

aquifer that has been described as an "underground Lake 

Superior". The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility 

Authority (ABCWUA) has developed a water resources 

management strategy that pursues conservation and the direct 

extraction of water from the Rio Grande for the development of 

a stable underground aquifer in the future.  

The aquifer of the Rio Puerco is too saline to be cost-effectively 

used for drinking. Much of the rainwater Albuquerque receives 

does not recharge its aquifer. It is diverted through a network 

of paved channels and arroyos and empties into the Rio 

Grande.  
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Of the 62,780 acre-feet (77,440,000 m) per year of the water in 

the upper Colorado River basin entitled to municipalities in 

New Mexico by the Upper Colorado River Basin Compact, 

Albuquerque owns 48,200. The water is delivered to the Rio 

Grande by the San Juan–Chama Project.  

The project's construction was initiated by legislation signed 

by President John F. Kennedy in 1962, and was completed in 

1971. This diversion project transports water under the 

continental divide from Navajo Lake to Lake Heron on the Rio 

Chama, a tributary of the Rio Grande. In the past much of this 

water was resold to downstream owners in Texas. These 

arrangements ended in 2008 with the completion of the 

ABCWUA's Drinking Water Supply Project.  

The ABCWUA's Drinking Water Supply Project uses a system of 

adjustable-height dams to skim water from the Rio Grande into 

sluices that lead to water treatment facilities for direct 

conversion to potable water. Some water is allowed to flow 

through central Albuquerque, mostly to protect the endangered 

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow. Treated effluent water is recycled 

into the Rio Grande south of the city. The ABCWUA expects 

river water to comprise up to seventy percent of its water 

budget in 2060. Groundwater will constitute the remainder. 

One of the policies of the ABCWUA's strategy is the acquisition 

of additional river water.   

As of the United States census of 2010, there were 545,852 

people, 239,166 households, and 224,330 families residing in 

the city. The population density was 3010.7/mi (1162.6/km). 

There were 239,166 housing units at an average density of 

1,556.7 per square mile (538.2/km).  
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The racial makeup of the city was 69.7% White (Non-Hispanic 

white 42.1%), 4.6% Native American, 3.3% Black or African 

American, 2.6% Asian, 0.1% Native Hawaiian and other Pacific 

Islander, and 4.6% Multiracial (two or more races).  

The ethnic makeup of the city was 46.7% of the population 

being Hispanics or Latinos of any race.  

There were 239,116 households, out of which 33.3% had 

children under the age of 18 living with them, 43.6% were 

married couples living together, 12.9% had a female 

householder with no husband present, and 38.5% were non-

families. 30.5% of all households were made up of individuals, 

and 8.4% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or 

older. The average household size was 2.40 and the average 

family size was 3.02.  

The age distribution was 24.5% under 18, 10.6% from 18 to 

24, 30.9% from 25 to 44, 21.9% from 45 to 64, and 12.0% who 

were 65 or older. The median age was 35 years. For every 100 

females, there were 94.4 males. For every 100 females age 18 

and over, there were 91.8 males.  

The median income for a household in the city was $38,272, 

and the median income for a family was $46,979. Males had a 

median income of $34,208 versus $26,397 for females. The per 

capita income for the city was $20,884. About 10.0% of 

families and 13.5% of the population were below the poverty 

line, including 17.4% of those under age 18 and 8.5% of those 

age 65 or over.  

It is the principal city of the Albuquerque metropolitan area, 

which had 923,630 residents as of July 2020. The metropolitan 
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population includes Rio Rancho, Bernalillo, Placitas, Zia 

Pueblo, Los Lunas, Belen, South Valley, Bosque Farms, Jemez 

Pueblo, Cuba, and part of Laguna Pueblo. This metro is 

included in the larger Albuquerque–Santa Fe–Las Vegas 

combined statistical area (CSA), with a population of 1,171,991 

as of 2016. The CSA constitutes the southernmost point of the 

Southern Rocky Mountain Front megalopolis, including other 

major Rocky Mountain region cities such as Cheyenne, 

Wyoming, Denver, Colorado, and Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

with a population of 5,467,633 according to the 2010 United 

States Census.  

Religion 

According to a study by Sperling's BestPlaces, the majority of 

the religious population in Albuquerque are Christian.  

Being a historical Spanish and Mexican city, the Catholic 

Church is the largest Christian church in Albuquerque. The 

Catholic population of Albuquerque is served by the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Santa Fe, whose administrative center 

is located in Albuquerque. Collectively, other Christian 

churches and organizations such as the Eastern Orthodox 

Church, Oriental Orthodoxy, and others make up the second 

largest group in the city. Baptists form the third largest 

Christian group, followed by the Latter Day Saints, 

Pentecostals, Methodists, Presbyterians, Lutherans and 

Episcopalians.  

The second largest religious population in the city are eastern 

religions such as Buddhism, Sikhism, and Hinduism. The 

Albuquerque Sikh Gurudwara and Guru Nanak Gurdwara 
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Albuquerque serve the city's Sikh populace; the Hindu Temple 

Society of New Mexico serves the Hindu population; several 

Buddhist temples and centers are located in the city limits.  

Judaism is the second-largest non-Christian religious group in 

Albuquerque, followed by Islam. Congregation Albert is a 

Reform synagogue established in 1897. It is the oldest 

continuing Jewish organization in the city.  

Arts and culture 

One of the major art events in the state is the summertime New 

Mexico Arts and Crafts Fair, a nonprofit show exclusively for 

New Mexico artists and held annually in Albuquerque since 

1961. Albuquerque is home to over 300 other visual arts, 

music, dance, literary, film, ethnic, and craft organizations, 

museums, festivals and associations.  

Points of interest 

Local museums, galleries, shops and other points of interest 

include the Albuquerque Biological Park, Albuquerque 

Museum, New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science, 

and Old Town Albuquerque. Albuquerque's live 

music/performance venues include Isleta Amphitheater, 

Tingley Coliseum, Sunshine Theater and the KiMo Theater.  

Local cuisine prominently features green chile, which is widely 

available in restaurants, including national fast-food chains. 

Albuquerque has an active restaurant scene, and local 

restaurants receive statewide attention, several of them having 

become statewide chains.  
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Sandia Peak Ski Area, adjacent to Albuquerque, provides both 

winter and summer recreation in the Sandia Mountains. It 

features Sandia Peak Tramway, the world's second-longest 

passenger aerial tramway, and the longest in the Americas. It 

stretches from the northeast edge of the city to Sandia Peak, 

the summit of the ski resort, and has the world's third-longest 

single span. Elevation at the summit is roughly 10,300 ft 

(3,100 m) above sea level, or "ten-three". A fine-dining 

restaurant, TEN 3 (stylized as 10|3), is located at the top.  

International Balloon Fiesta 

The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta takes place at 

Balloon Fiesta Park the first week of October. It is one of 

Albuquerque's biggest attractions. Hundreds of hot-air 

balloons are seen every day, and there is live music, arts and 

crafts, and food.  

Architecture 

John Gaw Meem, credited with developing and popularizing the 

Pueblo Revival style, was based in Santa Fe but received an 

important Albuquerque commission in 1933 as the architect of 

the University of New Mexico. He retained this commission for 

the next quarter-century and developed the university's 

distinctive Southwest style.  Meem also designed the Cathedral 

Church of St. John in 1950.  

Albuquerque boasts a unique nighttime cityscape. Many 

building exteriors are illuminated in vibrant colors such as 

green and blue. The Wells Fargo Building is illuminated green. 

The DoubleTree Hotel changes colors nightly, and the Compass 
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Bank building is illuminated blue. The rotunda of the county 

courthouse is illuminated yellow, while the tops of the Bank of 

Albuquerque and the Bank of the West are illuminated reddish-

yellow. Due to the nature of the soil in the Rio Grande Valley, 

the skyline is lower than might be expected in a city of 

comparable size elsewhere.  

Albuquerque has expanded greatly in area since the mid-

1940s. During those years of expansion, the planning of the 

newer areas has considered that people drive rather than walk. 

The pre-1940s parts of Albuquerque are quite different in style 

and scale from the post-1940s areas. The older areas include 

the North Valley, the South Valley, various neighborhoods near 

downtown, and Corrales.  

The newer areas generally feature four- to six-lane roads in a 

1 mile (1.61 km) grid. Each 1 square mile (2.59 km) is divided 

into four 160-acre (0.65 km) neighborhoods by smaller roads 

set 0.5 miles (0.8 km) between major roads. When driving 

along major roads in the newer sections of Albuquerque, one 

sees strip malls, signs, and cinderblock walls. The upside of 

this planning style is that neighborhoods are shielded from the 

worst of the noise and lights on the major roads. The downside 

is that it is virtually impossible to go anywhere without 

driving.  

Libraries 

The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Library system consists of 

eighteen libraries to serve the city, including the Main Library, 

Special Collections branch (Old Main Library), and Ernie Pyle 

branch, which is located in the former home of noted war 
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correspondent Ernie Pyle. The Old Main Library was the first 

library of Albuquerque and from 1901 until 1948 it was the 

only public library. The original library was donated to the 

state by Joshua and Sarah Raynolds. After suffering some fire 

damage in 1923 the city decided it was time to construct a 

building for the library to be moved to, however, by 1970 even 

after additions were made the population and library needs 

had outgrown the building for its use as a main library and it 

was turned into Special Collections. The Old Main Library was 

recognized as a landmark in September 1979. It was not until 

1974 with the movement of the South Valley Library into a new 

building that the Bernalillo built and administered a public 

library. Not long after, in 1986, the Bernalillo and Albuquerque 

government decided that joint powers would work best to serve 

the needs of the community and created the Albuquerque/ 

Bernalillo County Library System.  

Parks and recreation 

According to the Trust for Public Land, Albuquerque has 291 

public parks as of 2017, most of which are administered by the 

city Parks and Recreation Department. The total amount of 

parkland is 42.9 square miles (111 km2), or about 23% of the 

city's total area—one of the highest percentages among large 

cities in the U.S. About 82% of city residents live within 

walking distance of a park.  

Albuquerque has a botanical and zoological complex called the 

Albuquerque Biological Park, consisting of the Rio Grande 

Botanic Garden, Albuquerque Aquarium, Tingley Beach, and 

the Rio Grande Zoo.  
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Government and politics 

Albuquerque is a charter city. City government is divided into 

an executive branch, headed by a mayor and a nine-member 

council that holds the legislative authority. The form of city 

government is therefore mayor-council government. The mayor 

is Tim Keller a former state auditor and senator, who was 

elected in 2017.  

The Mayor of Albuquerque holds a full-time paid elected 

position with a four-year term. Albuquerque City Council 

members hold part-time paid positions and are elected from 

the nine districts for four-year terms, with four or five 

Councilors elected every two years. Elections for mayor and 

Councilor are nonpartisan. Each December, a new Council 

President and Vice-President are chosen by members of the 

Council. Each year, the mayor submits a city budget proposal 

for the year to the Council by April 1, and the Council acts on 

the proposal within the next 60 days.  

The Albuquerque City Council is the legislative authority of the 

city, and has the power to adopt all ordinances, resolutions, or 

other legislation. The council meets two times a month, with 

meetings held in the Vincent E. Griego Council Chambers in 

the basement level of Albuquerque/Bernalillo County 

Government Center. Ordinances and resolutions passed by the 

council are presented to the mayor for his approval. If the 

mayor vetoes an item, the Council can override the veto with a 

vote of two-thirds of the membership of the Council.  

The judicial system in Albuquerque includes the Bernalillo 

County Metropolitan Court.  
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Police department 

The Albuquerque Police Department (APD) is the police 

department with jurisdiction within the city limits, with 

anything outside of the city limits being considered the 

unincorporated area of Bernalillo County and policed by the 

Bernalillo County Sheriff's Department. It is the largest 

municipal police department in New Mexico, and in September 

2008 the US Department of Justice recorded the APD as the 

49th largest police department in the United States.  

In November 2012, the United States Department of Justice 

launched an investigation into APD's policies and practices to 

determine whether APD engages in a pattern or practice of use 

of excessive force in violation of the Fourth Amendment and 

the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 

42 U.S.C. § 14141 ("Section 14141"). As part of its 

investigation, the Department of Justice consulted with police 

practices experts and conducted a comprehensive assessment 

of officers' use of force and APD policies and operations.  

The investigation included tours of APD facilities and Area 

Commands; interviews with Albuquerque officials, APD 

command staff, supervisors, and police officers; a review of 

numerous documents; and meetings with the Albuquerque 

Police Officers Association, residents, community groups, and 

other stakeholders. When the Department of Justice concluded 

its investigation, it issued a scathing report that uncovered a 

"culture of acceptance of the use of excessive force" involving 

significant harm or injury by APD officers against people who 

posed no threat and which was not justified by the 

circumstances. The DOJ recommended a nearly complete 
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overhaul of the department's use-of-force policies. Among 

several systematic problems at APD were an aggressive culture 

that undervalued civilian safety and discounted the importance 

of crisis intervention.  

In July 2020, President Donald Trump announced that federal 

agents would be deployed in Albuquerque as a part of 

Operation Legend. Agents will aide local and county law 

enforcement officers in the wake of the George Floyd protests.  

Economy 

Albuquerque lies at the center of the New Mexico Technology 

Corridor, a concentration of high-tech private companies and 

government institutions along the Rio Grande. Larger 

institutions whose employees contribute to the population are 

numerous and include Sandia National Laboratories, Kirtland 

Air Force Base, and the attendant contracting companies which 

bring highly educated workers to a somewhat isolated region. 

Intel operates a large semiconductor factory or "fab" in 

suburban Rio Rancho, in neighboring Sandoval County, with 

its attendant large capital investment. Northrop Grumman is 

located along I-25 in northeast Albuquerque, and Tempur-

Pedic is located on the West Mesa next to I-40.  

The solar energy and architectural-design innovator Steve Baer 

located his company, Zomeworks, to the region in the late 

1960s; and Los Alamos National Laboratory, Sandia, and 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory cooperate here in an 

enterprise that began with the Manhattan Project. In January 

2007, Tempur-Pedic opened an 800,000-square-foot (74,000 m) 

mattress factory in northwest Albuquerque. SCHOTT Solar, 
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Inc., announced in January 2008 they would open a 200,000-

square-foot (19,000 m) facility manufacturing receivers for 

concentrated solar thermal power plants (CSP) and 64MW of 

photovoltaic (PV) modules. The facility closed in 2012.  

Forbes magazine rated Albuquerque as the best city in America 

for business and careers in 2006 and as the 13th best (out of 

200 metro areas) in 2008. The city was rated seventh among 

America's Engineering Capitals in 2014 by Forbes magazine. 

Albuquerque ranked among the Top 10 Best Cities to Live by 

U.S. News & World Report in 2009 and was recognized as the 

fourth best place to live for families by the TLC network. It was 

ranked among the Top Best Cities for Jobs in 2007 and among 

the Top 50 Best Places to Live and Play by National Geographic 

Adventure.  

Education 

• Albuquerque is home to the University of New 

Mexico, the largest public flagship university in the 

state. UNM includes a School of Medicine which was 

ranked in the top 50 primary care-oriented medical 

schools in the country. Central New Mexico 

Community College is a county-funded junior college 

serving new high school graduates and adults 

returning to school.  

Albuquerque is also home to the following programs and non-

profit schools of higher learning: Southwest University of 

Visual Arts, Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute, Trinity 

Southwest University, the University of St. Francis College of 

Nursing and Allied Health Department of Physician Assistant 
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Studies, and the St. Norbert College Master of Theological 

Studies program. The Ayurvedic Institute, one of the first 

Ayurveda colleges specializing in Ayurvedic medicine outside of 

India was established in the city in 1984. Other state and not-

for-profit institutions of higher learning have moved some of 

their programs into Albuquerque. These include: New Mexico 

State University, Highlands University, Lewis University, 

Wayland Baptist University, and Webster University. Several 

for-profit technical schools including Brookline College, Pima 

Medical Institute, National American University, Grand Canyon 

University, the University of Phoenix and several 

barber/beauty colleges have established their presence in the 

area.  

Albuquerque Public Schools (APS), one of the largest school 

districts in the nation, provides educational services to almost 

100,000 children across the city. Schools within APS include 

both public and charter entities. Numerous accredited private 

preparatory schools also serve Albuquerque students. These 

include various pre-high school religious (Christian, Jewish, 

Islamic) affiliates and Montessori schools, as well as Menaul 

School, Albuquerque Academy,  

St. Pius X High School, Sandia Preparatory School, the Bosque 

School, Evangel Christian Academy, Hope Christian School, 

Hope Connection School, Shepherd Lutheran School, Temple 

Baptist Academy, and Victory Christian. Accredited private 

schools serving students with special education needs in 

Albuquerque include: Desert Hills, Pathways Academy, and 

Presbyterian Ear Institute Oral School. The New Mexico School 

for the Deaf runs a preschool for children with hearing 

impairments in Albuquerque.  
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Infrastructure 

Transportation 

Main highways 

Some of the main highways in the metro area include:  

• Pan-American Freeway: More commonly known as 

Interstate 25 or "I-25", it is the main north–south 

highway on the city's eastern side of the Rio Grande. 

It is also the main north–south highway in the state 

(by connecting Albuquerque with Santa Fe and Las 

Cruces) and a plausible route of the eponymous Pan 

American Highway. Since Route 66 was 

decommissioned in the 1980s, the only remaining US 

highway in Albuquerque, unsigned US-85, shares its 

alignment with I-25. US-550 splits off to the 

northwest from I-25/US-85 in Bernalillo. 

• Coronado Freeway: More commonly known as 

Interstate 40 or "I-40", it is the city's main east–west 

traffic artery and an important transcontinental 

route. The freeway's name in the city is in reference 

to 16th century conquistador and explorer Francisco 

Vásquez de Coronado. 

• Paseo del Norte: (aka; New Mexico State Highway 

423): This 6-lane controlled-access highway is 

approximately five miles north of Interstate 40. It 

runs as a surface road with at-grade intersections 

from Tramway Blvd (at the base of the Sandia 

Mountains) to Interstate 25, after which it continues 
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as a controlled-access freeway through Los Ranchos 

de Albuquerque, over the Rio Grande to North Coors 

Boulevard. Paseo Del Norte then continues west as a 

surface road through the Petroglyph National 

Monument until it reaches Atrisco Vista Blvd and the 

Double Eagle II Airport. The interchange with 

Interstate 25 was reconstructed in 2014 to improve 

traffic flow. 

• Coors Boulevard: Coors is the main north-south 

artery to the west of the Rio Grande in Albuquerque. 

There is one full interchange where it connects with 

Interstate 40; The rest of the route connects to other 

roads with at-grade intersections controlled by 

stoplights. The Interstate 25 underpass has no 

access to Coors. Parts of the highway have 

sidewalks, bike lanes, and medians, but most 

sections have only dirt shoulders and a center turn 

lane. To the north of Interstate 40, part of the route 

is numbered as State Highway 448, while to the 

south, part of the route is numbered as State 

Highway 45. 

• Rio Bravo Boulevard: The main river crossing 

between Westside Albuquerque and the Sunport, Rio 

Bravo is a four-lane divided highway that runs from 

University Boulevard in the east, through the South 

Valley, to Coors Boulevard in the west where it is 

contiguous with Dennis Chaves Blvd. It follows NM-

500 for its entire route. 

• Central Avenue: Central is one of the historical 

routings of Route 66, it is no longer a main through 

highway, its usefulness having been supplanted by 

Interstate 40. 
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• Alameda Boulevard: The main road between Rio 

Rancho and North Albuquerque, Alameda Blvd. 

stretches from Tramway Rd. to Coors. Blvd. The 

route is designated as the eastern portion of NM-

528. 

• Tramway Boulevard: Serves as a bypass around the 

northeastern quadrant, the route is designated as 

NM-556. Tramway Boulevard starts at I-25 near 

Sandia Pueblo, and heads east as a two-lane road. It 

turns south near the base of the Sandia Peak 

Tramway and becomes an expressway-type divided 

highway until its terminus near I-40 and Central 

Avenue by the western entrance to Tijeras Canyon. 

The interchange between I-40 and I-25 is known as the "Big I". 

Originally built in 1966, it was rebuilt in 2002. The Big I is the 

only five-level stack interchange in the state of New Mexico.  

Bridges 

There are six road bridges that cross the Rio Grande and serve 

the municipality on at least one end if not both. The eastern 

approaches of the northernmost three all pass through 

adjacent unincorporated areas, the Village of Los Ranchos de 

Albuquerque, or the North Valley. In downstream order they 

are:  

• Alameda Bridge 

• Paseo del Norte Bridge 

• Montaño Bridge 

• I-40 Bridge 

• Central at Old Town Bridge 
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• Barelas Bridge 

Two more bridges serve urbanized areas contiguous to the 

city's perforated southern boundary.  

• Rio Bravo Bridge (NM-500) 

• I-25 Bridge (near Isleta Pueblo) 

Rail 

The state owns most of the city's rail infrastructure which is 

used by a commuter rail system, long distance passenger 

trains, and the freight trains of the BNSF Railway.  

Freight service 

BNSF Railway operates a small yard operation out of Abajo 

yard, located just south of the César E. Chávez Ave. overpass 

and the New Mexico Rail Runner Express yards. Most freight 

traffic through the Central New Mexico region is processed via 

a much larger hub in nearby Belen, New Mexico.  

Intercity rail 

Amtrak's Southwest Chief, which travels between Chicago and 

Los Angeles, serves the Albuquerque area daily with one stop 

in each direction at the Alvarado Transportation Center in 

downtown.  

Commuter rail 

The New Mexico Rail Runner Express, a commuter rail line, 

began service between Sandoval County and Albuquerque in 
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July 2006 using an existing BNSF right-of-way which was 

purchased by New Mexico in 2005. Service expanded to 

Valencia County in December 2006 and to Santa Fe on 

December 17, 2008. Rail Runner now connects Santa Fe, 

Sandoval, Bernalillo, and Valencia Counties with thirteen 

station stops, including three stops within Albuquerque. The 

trains connect Albuquerque to downtown Santa Fe with eight 

roundtrips per weekday. The section of the line running south 

to Belen is served less frequently.  

Local mass transit 

• Albuquerque was one of two cities in New Mexico to 

have had electric street railways. Albuquerque's 

horse-drawn streetcar lines were electrified during 

the first few years of the 20th century. The 

Albuquerque Traction Company assumed operation 

of the system in 1905. The system grew to its 

maximum length of 6 miles (9.7 km) during the next 

ten years by connecting destinations such as Old 

Town to the west and the University of New Mexico to 

the east with the town's urban center near the 

former Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway depot. 

The Albuquerque Traction Company failed financially 

in 1915 and the vaguely named City Electric 

Company was formed. Despite traffic booms during 

the first world war, and unaided by lawsuits 

attempting to force the streetcar company to pay for 

paving, that system also failed later in 1927, leaving 

the streetcar's "motorettes" unemployed.Today, 

Alvarado Station provides convenient access to other 

parts of the city via the city bus system, ABQ RIDE. 
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ABQ RIDE operates a variety of bus routes, including 

the Rapid Ride express bus service.  

In 2006, the City of Albuquerque under the administration of 

Mayor Martin Chavez had planned and attempted to "fast 

track" the development of a "Modern Streetcar" project. 

Funding for the US$270 million system was not resolved as 

many citizens vocally opposed the project.  

The city and its transit department maintain a policy 

commitment to the streetcar project. The project would run 

mostly in the southeast quadrant on Central Avenue and Yale 

Boulevard.  

As of 2011, the city is working on a study to develop a bus 

rapid transit system through the Central Ave. corridor. This 

corridor carried 44% of all bus riders in the ABQ Ride system, 

making it a natural starting point for enhanced service. In 

2017, the city moved forward with the plans, and began 

construction on Albuquerque Rapid Transit, or ART, including 

dedicated bus lanes between Coors and Louisiana Boulevards.  

Bicycle transit 

Albuquerque has a well-developed bicycle network. In and 

around the city there are trails, bike routes, and paths that 

provide the residents and visitors with alternatives to 

motorized travel. In 2009, the city was reviewed as having a 

major up and coming bike scene in North America. The same 

year, the City of Albuquerque opened its first Bicycle 

Boulevard on Silver Avenue. There are plans for more 

investment in bikes and bike transit by the city, including 

bicycle lending programs, in the coming years.  
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Walkability 

A 2011 study by Walk Score ranked Albuquerque below average 

at 28th most walkable of the fifty largest U.S. cities.  

Airports 

Albuquerque is served by two airports, the larger of which is 

Albuquerque International Sunport. It is located 3 mi (4.8 km) 

southeast of the central business district of Albuquerque.  

The Albuquerque International Sunport served 5,888,811 

passengers in 2009. Double Eagle II Airport is the other 

airport. It is primarily used as an air ambulance, corporate 

flight, military flight, training flight, charter flight, and private 

flight facility.  

Utilities 

Energy 

PNM Resources, New Mexico's largest electricity provider, is 

based in Albuquerque. They serve about 487,000 electricity 

customers statewide. New Mexico Gas Company provides 

natural gas services to more than 500,000 customers in the 

state, including the Albuquerque metro area.  

Sanitation 

• The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility 

Authority is responsible for the delivery of drinking 

water and the treatment of wastewater. Trash and 
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recycling in the city is managed by the City of 

Albuquerque Solid Waste Management Department.  

Healthcare 

Albuquerque is the medical hub of New Mexico, hosting 

numerous medical centers. The University of New Mexico 

Hospital is the largest hospital in New Mexico with 628 

licensed beds and is the primary teaching hospital for the 

University of New Mexico School of Medicine, the state's only 

medical school. It provides the state's only residency training 

programs, children's hospital, burn center, and level I 

pediatric and adult trauma centers, as well as a certified 

advanced primary stroke center and the largest collection of 

adult and pediatric specialty and subspecialty programs in the 

state.  

Albuquerque's other largest hospitals are Presbyterian Hospital 

(Presbyterian Healthcare Services) with 543 licensed beds, 

Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center (Veterans Health 

Administration) with 298 beds, and Lovelace Medical Center 

(Lovelace Health System) with 263 beds. Smaller specialty 

hospitals include the Heart Hospital of New Mexico and 

Lovelace Women's Hospital.  

Media 

The city is served by one major newspaper, the Albuquerque 

Journal, and several other smaller daily and weekly papers, 

including the alternative Weekly Alibi. Albuquerque is also 

home to numerous radio and television stations that serve the 

metropolitan and outlying rural areas.  
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In popular culture 

Many Bugs Bunny cartoon shorts feature Bugs traveling 

around the world by burrowing underground. Ending up in the 

wrong place, Bugs consults a map, complaining, "I knew I 

should have taken that left toin at Albukoykee." Failure to do 

so can somehow result in Bugs ending up thousands of miles 

off-course. (Bugs first uses that line in 1945's Herr Meets 

Hare.)  

Marvel Studios' film The Avengers (2012) was mostly (>75%) 

filmed at the Albuquerque Studios.  

A Million Ways to Die in the West (2014), directed by Seth 

MacFarlane, was filmed in various areas in and around 

Albuquerque and Santa Fe.  

Music groups based in Albuquerque include A Hawk and A 

Hacksaw, Beirut, The Echoing Green, The Eyeliners, Hazeldine, 

Leiahdorus, Oliver Riot, Scared of Chaka, and The Shins.  

Neil Young's song "Albuquerque" can be found on the album 

Tonight's the Night.  

"Weird" Al Yankovic's song "Albuquerque" is on his album 

Running with Scissors.  

Albuquerque is the setting for the television shows In Plain 

Sight and Breaking Bad, with the latter significantly boosting 

tourism in the area. Better Call Saul, a spinoff of Breaking Bad 

and the 2019 Netflix movie El Camino: A Breaking Bad Movie 

are also set in Albuquerque and the surrounding areas.  



Pre–United States History: 1700–1759, Volume 1 

175 

"Hungry, Hungry Homer", the 15th episode of the twelfth 

season of The Simpsons, features Albuquerque as the location 

where the owners of the Springfield Isotopes baseball team 

wish to relocate.  

The real Albuquerque Isotopes Minor League team's name was 

inspired by the episode.  

Albuquerque is the setting for the High School Musical series of 

films, though they were shot in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

Francisco Fernández de la Cueva, 

10th Duke of Alburquerque 

Francisco V Fernández de la Cueva y Fernández de la 

Cueva, (Genoa, Italy, 17 November 1666 – Madrid, Spain, 28 

June 1724) was the 10th Duke of Alburquerque, a Grandee of 

Spain, a Knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece since 1707, 

and Viceroy of New Spain from 27 November 1702 to 14 

January 1711. His tenure as Viceroy of New Spain is 

commemorated in the namesake of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

He was the nephew of Francisco IV Fernández de la Cueva – 

Colonna, (* Barcelona, 1618/1619 – † Madrid (Palacio Real) 27 

March 1676), 8th Duque de Alburquerque and many other 

lesser titles, also a Viceroy of New Spain, (1653–1660), and 

Viceroy of Sicily, (1667–1670), and the son of the 9th Duke of 

Alburquerque, and many other lesser titles, the cadet brother 

of the 8th Duke, and inheritor of the titles, Melchor Fernández 

de la Cueva (* Madrid, 2 March 1625 – † Madrid 12 October 

1686).  
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His father, Melchor, the 9th Duke, had married in 1665 his 

niece Ana Rosolea Fernández de la Cueva, the 3rd Marchioness 

of Cadreita, Navarre, daughter of the 8th Duke of Alburquerque 

Francisco IV Fernández de la Cueva and Juana Francisca Díez 

de Aux y Armendáriz, herself daughter of Lope Díez de 

Armendáriz, Viceroy of Mexico (1635–1640).  

This Spanish – Equatorian, Francisco Fernández de La Cueva y 

Fernandez de la Cueva, 10th Duke, was thus family connected 

through paternal and maternal links with 2 former Viceroys of 

New Spain, Viceroys of México, his uncle Francisco IV, the 8th 

Duke of Alburquerque and Lope Díez de Armendáriz.  

He was captain general of the Kingdom of Granada and captain 

general of the coast of Andalusia.  

His administration 

The French had received a concession of ten years for their 

establishment, in Veracruz, of a French trading post dealing in 

black slaves. Upon his arrival in Veracruz he enforced Spanish 

law, and allowed their stay, until their concession was over. 

After which point, the French trading post was to stop 

operating within the slave trade, as it was illegal to openly 

operate such facilities within Spanish territory.  

He arrived in Chapultepec in November, 1702 and made his 

formal entry into Mexico City on 8 December 1702. He was a 

fervent supporter of the Bourbon monarchy and of King Philip 

V of Spain, and he worked in New Spain to suppress any kind 

of discontent that could result in support for the Habsburg 

party.  
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This viceroy's administration was known for its luxury and 

magnificence. On 6 January 1703 the palace guards in the 

viceregal palace appeared in uniforms of the French mode for 

the first time, three-cornered hats and all. This attracted much 

attention, and fashions at the court and beyond quickly 

followed along the same lines. This was a fashion of luxury, 

starkly contrasted with the poverty of the majority of the 

people.  

Marriage 

He married in Madrid, 6 February 1684, 18-year-old Juana de 

la Cerda y de Aragón-Moncada (* Puerto de Santa María, 27 

March 1664 – † Madrid 28 June 1724), a daughter of Juan 

Francisco II Tomás Lorenzo de la Cerda 8th Duke of 

Medinaceli, 8 Duke of Alcalá de los Gazules, a Knight of the 

Order of the Golden Fleece, and many other lesser titles.  

Their first son, inheritor of the titles, was named Francisco VI 

Fernández de la Cueva (* Madrid 28 September 1692 – † 

Hortaleza, 23. June 1757), 11th Duke of Alburquerque and 

many other lesser titles, who married in 1734 Agustina de 

Silva, deceased 10 years later, a daughter of Juan de Dios de 

Silva y Mendoza, (1672–1737), 10th Duque del Infantado, and 

María Teresa, a daughter of Francisco Domingo Gutiérrez de 

los Ríos, from Cordoba and Ambassador in France.  

Military affairs 

Fernández de la Cueva repaired and expanded the armada of 

Barlovento (coast guard) so that it could attack pirates. He 
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devoted much of the armed forces to dislodging the English 

and Dutch from the coast of the Seno Mexicano (Gulf coast). 

He sent reinforcements and supplies to Saint Augustine, 

Florida, which was besieged by the English. He confiscated the 

property of the English and Dutch, and used the proceeds to 

fend off their incursions. He worked to protect the newly 

established Jesuit missions in California.  

He also worked hard to provide financial aid to the Bourbons 

in the Spanish War of Succession. He demanded that the clergy 

turn over one tenth of their rents to the government. The 

archbishop strongly objected. When Fernández de La Cueva's 

term in office was extended, in gratitude he remitted two 

million pesos to the Crown. To raise this money, he resorted to 

shady methods, such as selling government positions. His 

remissions to Spain were so large that the government found 

itself unable to pay many police and other employees, and they 

were laid off. The streets and highways became infested with 

brigands.  

Crime and rebellion 

In 1701 the Tribunal de la Acordada (literally, Court of 

Agreement) was founded. It received this name as the result of 

a proposal agreed to by the Audiencia. It was an organization 

of volunteers intended to capture and quickly try bandits. 

From its creation to the beginning of the Mexican War of 

Independence in 1810, the Acordada delivered 57,500 verdicts 

to 62,850 accused. Of those, 35,058 were freed, 888 were 

hanged, 1,729 were whipped; 19,410 were sentenced to prison 

for one or two years and 263 to labor on public works; 777 

were banished to camps in the north, and the remainder were 
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sent on to regular judges. Three hundred forty died in 

hospitals and 1,280 in prison. In 1704 the viceroy suppressed 

a rebellion of the Pima Indians in Nueva Vizcaya, using bloody 

methods. The Indians were terrorized and submitted, but in 

the long run this was a bad result for the Spanish. The Indians 

became distrustful and resisted evangelization and integration 

into the society of the viceroyalty.  

Reputation 

Fernández de la Cueva was the namesake of the Villa de 

Alburquerque, in Nuevo México (now New Mexico), which was 

founded under his administration on 23 April 1706. On 12 

October 1709 San Francisco de Cuéllar (now the city of 

Chihuahua) was founded. Also in 1709 the Church of Santa 

María de Guadalupe was established.  

In spite of his faults, Fernández de la Cueva had a reputation 

as an affable, moderate and capable governor who maintained 

tranquility and security in the viceroyalty. He turned over the 

government around January 1711 to his successor, Fernando 

de Alencastre, 1st Duke of Linares. Afterwards, he returned to 

Spain during 1711, dying in Madrid in June 1724, aged 57.  

  



Chapter 6 

Francis Nicholson takes Port 

Royal 

Lieutenant-General Sir Francis Nicholson (12 November 1655 

– March 16, 1728 [O.S. March 5, 1727]) was a British Army

general and colonial official who served as the Governor of 

South Carolina from 1721 to 1725. He previously was the 

Governor of Nova Scotia from 1712 to 1715, the Governor of 

Virginia from 1698 to 1705, the Governor of Maryland from 

1694 to 1698, the Lieutenant Governor of Virginia from 1690 to 

1692, and the Lieutenant Governor of the Dominion of New 

England from 1688 to 1689.  

Nicholson's military service included time in Africa and 

Europe, after which he was sent to North America as leader of 

the troops supporting Governor, Sir Edmund Andros in the 

Dominion of New England. There he distinguished himself, and 

was appointed lieutenant governor of the Dominion in 1688. 

After news of the Glorious Revolution and the overthrow of 

King James II reached the colonies in 1689, Andros was 

himself overthrown in the Boston Revolt. Nicholson himself 

was soon caught up in the civil unrest from Leisler's Rebellion 

in New York Town, and afterwards fled to England.  

Nicholson next served as lieutenant governor or governor of the 

colonial Provinces of Virginia and Maryland. He supported the 

founding of the College of William and Mary, at Williamsburg, 

Virginia, and quarreled with Andros after Andros was selected 

over him as Governor of Virginia. In 1709, he became involved 
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in colonial military actions during Queen Anne's War (1702-

1713, War of the Spanish Succession in Europe), leading an 

aborted expedition against the French in New France (modern 

Canada). He then led the expedition that successfully captured 

Port Royal, Acadia (Nova Scotia) on 2 October 1710. Afterward 

he served as governor of Nova Scotia and Placentia, and was 

the first royal governor of the colonial Province of South 

Carolina following a rebellion against its proprietors. He rose 

to the rank of Lieutenant-General, and died a bachelor in 

London, England, in 1728.  

Nicholson supported public education in the colonies, and was 

a member of both the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

in Foreign Parts and the Royal Society.  

He also influenced American architecture, being responsible for 

the planned layout and design of colonial/provincial capitals of 

Annapolis, Maryland and Williamsburg, Virginia. He was one of 

the earliest advocates of colonial union, principally for reasons 

of defense against common enemies.  

Early life and military service 

Nicholson was born in the village of Downholme, Yorkshire, 

England, on 12 November 1655. Little is known of his ancestry 

or early life, although he apparently received some education. 

He served as a page in the household of Charles Paulet (later 

the Marquess of Winchester and the Duke of Bolton), under 

whose patronage his career would be advanced. He waited on 

Paulet's daughter Jane, who married John Egerton, Earl of 

Bridgewater, another patron who promoted his career.  
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His military career began in January 1678 when Paulet 

purchased for him an ensign's commission in the Holland 

Regiment, in which he saw service against the French in 

Flanders. The regiment saw no combat, and was disbanded at 

the end of the year. In July 1680 he purchased a staff 

lieutenant's commission in the newly formed 2nd Tangier 

Regiment, which was sent to English Tangier to reinforce the 

garrison holding the city. Tangier's council was then headed by 

the Duke of York (later King James II), and its governor was 

Colonel Percy Kirke. Nicholson distinguished himself in the 

service, carrying dispatches between the enemy Moroccan 

camp, Tangier, and London. In addition to favorable notice 

from Kirke, this brought Nicholson to the attention of the 

powerful colonial secretary, William Blathwayt. Tangier was 

abandoned in 1683, and his regiment returned to England. 

During the service in Tangier he met a number of people who 

would figure prominently North American colonial history, 

including Thomas Dongan and Alexander Spotswood.  

Nicholson was probably with the regiment when it put down 

Monmouth's Rebellion in 1685, but his role in some of the 

more unsavory behaviour on the part of Kirke's troops is 

unknown. Kirke, who had been selected by Charles II as the 

governor of the prospective Dominion of New England, was 

strongly criticized for his role in the quashing of the rebellion, 

and James withdrew his nomination. The dominion's 

governorship instead went to Sir Edmund Andros, and 

Nicholson, now a captain, accompanied Andros as commander 

of a company of infantry to Boston in October 1686. Andros 

sent Nicholson on what was essentially a reconnaissance 

mission to French Acadia. Under the cover of delivering a letter 

protesting a variety of issues to the Acadian governor, 
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Nicholson made careful observations of Port Royal's defenses. 

Nicholson impressed Andros in this service, and was soon 

appointed to the dominion's council.  

Dominion lieutenant governor 

In 1688 the Lords of Trade extended the dominion to include 

New York and East and West Jersey. Nicholson was 

commissioned the dominion's lieutenant governor, and traveled 

with Andros to New York to take control of those colonies. 

Nicholson's rule, in which he was assisted by a local council 

but no legislative assembly, was seen by many New Yorkers as 

the next in a line of royal governors who "had in a most 

arbitrary way subverted our ancient privileges".  

Nicholson justified his rule by stating that the colonists were 

"a conquered people, and therefore ... could not could not so 

much [as] claim rights and priviledges as Englishmen".  

Nicholson was at first seen as an improvement over the 

Catholic Thomas Dongan, the outgoing governor. However, the 

province's old guard was unhappy that Andros removed all of 

the provincial records to Boston, and then Nicholson alarmed 

the sometimes hardline Protestant population by preserving 

the trappings of the chapel in Fort James that Dongan and the 

handful of New York's Catholics had used for worship.  

In response to a rumored Dutch invasion of England (a rumor 

that turned out to be true), Nicholson in January 1689 ordered 

the provincial militias to be on alert to protect the province for 

the king. Unknown to Nicholson, events in England had 

already changed things.  
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Rebellion in Boston 

• After James was deposed by William III and Mary II 

in the Glorious Revolution in late 1688, 

Massachusetts rose up in rebellion against Andros, 

arresting him and other dominion leaders in Boston. 

The revolt rapidly spread through the dominion, and 

the New England colonies quickly restored their pre-

dominion governments. When news of the Boston 

revolt reached New York a week later, Nicholson took 

no steps to announce news of it, or of the revolution 

in England, for fear of raising prospects of rebellion 

in New York. When word of the Boston revolt reached 

Long Island, politicians and militia leaders became 

more assertive, and by mid-May dominion officials 

had been ousted from a number of communities. At 

the same time, Nicholson learned that France had 

declared war on England, bringing the threat of 

French and Indian attacks on New York's northern 

frontier. In an attempt to mollify panicked citizenry 

over rumored Indian raids, Nicholson invited the 

militia to join the army garrison at Fort James. 

Because New York's defenses were in poor condition, 

Nicholson's council voted to impose import duties to improve 

them. This move was met with immediate resistance, with a 

number of merchants refusing to pay the duty. One in 

particular was Jacob Leisler, a well-born German Calvinist 

immigrant merchant and militia captain. Leisler was a vocal 

opponent of the dominion regime, which he saw as an attempt 

to impose "popery" on the province, and may have played a role 

in subverting Nicholson's regulars. On 22 May Nicholson's 
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council was petitioned by the militia, who, in addition to 

seeking more rapid improvement to the city's defenses, also 

wanted access to the powder magazine in the fort. This latter 

request was denied, heightening concerns that the city had 

inadequate powder supplies. This concern was further 

exacerbated when city leaders began hunting through the city 

for additional supplies.  

Rebellion in New York 

A minor incident on 30 May 1689 in which Nicholson made an 

intemperate remark to a militia officer then flared into open 

rebellion. Nicholson, who was well known for his temper, told 

the officer "I rather would see the Towne on fire than to be 

commanded by you". Rumors flew around the town that 

Nicholson was in fact prepared to burn it down. The next day 

Nicholson summoned the officer, and demanded he surrender 

his commission. Abraham de Peyster, the officer's commander 

and one of the wealthiest men in the city, then engaged in a 

heated argument with Nicholson, after which de Peyster and 

his brother Johannis, also a militia captain, stormed out of the 

council chamber.  

The militia was called out, and descended en masse to Fort 

James, which they occupied. An officer was sent to the council 

to demand the keys to the powder magazine, which Nicholson 

eventually surrendered, to "hinder and prevent bloodshed and 

further mischiefe". The following day, a council of militia 

officers called on Jacob Leisler to take command of the city 

militia. He did so, and the rebels issued a declaration that they 

would hold the fort on behalf of the new monarchs until they 

sent a properly accredited governor.  
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At this point the militia controlled the fort, which gave them 

control over the harbor. When ships arrived in the harbor, they 

brought passengers and captains directly to the fort, cutting 

off outside communications to Nicholson and his council. On 6 

June, Nicholson decided to leave for England, and began 

gathering depositions for use in proceedings there. He left the 

city on 10 June for the Jersey shore, where he hoped to join 

Thomas Dongan, who was expected to sail for England soon 

thereafter. However, it was not until 24 June that he actually 

managed to sail; he was denied passage on a number of ships, 

and eventually purchased a share of Dongan's brigantine in 

order to get away. In the meantime, Leisler proclaimed the rule 

of William and Mary on 22 June, and on the 28th a provincial 

committee of safety, acting in the absence of legitimate 

authority, chose Leisler to be the province's commander-in-

chief.  

Upon Nicholson's arrival in London in August, he outlined the 

situation in New York to the king and the Lords of Trade, 

urging the appointment of a new governor of New York, 

preferably himself. Despite the efforts of Charles Paulet (now 

Duke of Bolton) and other patrons, William in November 

instead chose Colonel Henry Sloughter to be the next governor 

of New York. The king did, however, acknowledge Nicholson's 

efforts with the lieutenant governorship of Virginia.  

Virginia and Maryland 

Nicholson was lieutenant governor of Virginia until 1692, 

serving under the absentee Governor Lord Howard of 

Effingham. During this tenure, he was instrumental in the 

creation of the College of William and Mary and named as one 
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of its original trustees. He worked to improve the provincial 

militia, and approved the establishment of additional ports of 

trade in the province. The latter was not without some 

opposition from some of the larger merchants in the province, 

who saw the additional ports as a competitive threat. During 

this time Nicholson was one of the only high-level 

representatives of Crown Rule in the colonies: most Crown 

Rule had been eliminated in the northern colonies, and the 

other southern colonies were governed by proprietary 

governors. Nicholson recommended to the King that, in order 

to better establish a common social order and a coordinated 

defense, Crown Rule should be established over all of the 

colonies as quickly as possible, including the conversion of the 

proprietary colonies to crown colonies.  

Lord Effingham resigned the Virginia governorship in February 

1692, beginning a contest between Nicholson and Andros for 

the Virginia governorship. Andros, who was in London and was 

a more senior figure, was awarded the post, much to 

Nicholson's annoyance. The episode deepened a growing dislike 

between the two men. One contemporary chronicler wrote that 

Nicholson "especially [resented] Sir Edmund Andros, against 

whom he has a particular pique on account of some earlier 

dealings", and Nicholson, placated with the lieutenant 

governorship of Maryland, worked from then on to unseat 

Andros. When Andros arrived in September 1692, Nicholson 

graciously received him before sailing for London.  

Nicholson was still in England in 1693 when Maryland 

Governor, Sir Lionel Copley died. Under provisions of his 

commission, and at the request of the Maryland governor's 

council, Andros went to Maryland in September 1693 to 
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organize affairs, and again in May 1694 to preside over the 

provincial court. For these services he was paid £500. When 

Nicholson, now appointed governor of Maryland, arrived in 

July, he found the provincial treasury empty, and testily 

demanded that Andros return the payment. Andros refused, 

and Nicholson appealed to the Lords of Trade. They ruled in 

October 1696 that Andros had to return £300. By this time, 

Nicholson was living in the house of Edward Dorsey.  

Nicholson, a committed Anglican as a member of the Church of 

England, sought to reduce Roman Catholic influence in the 

Maryland government, and moved the old colonial capital from 

the Catholic stronghold of St. Mary's City in southern 

Maryland's St. Mary's County along the Potomac River to what 

was then called "Anne Arundel's Town" (also known briefly as 

"Providence"), which was later renamed "Annapolis" in honour 

of the future monarch, Princess Anne. He chose its site and 

laid out the plan for the town, placing the Anglican (later 

Episcopal church and the state house in well-designed public 

spaces (known later as "State Circle" and "Church Circle") and 

the use of diagonal avenues to connect various parts of the 

town (foreseeing details of Pierre L'Enfant's, (1754-1825), plan 

for the National Capital or "Federal City" in Washington and 

the District of Columbia, a century later. Architectural 

historian Mark Childs describes Annapolis, along with 

Williamsburg, Virginia, which Nicholson also laid out during 

his later tenure there, as some of the best-designed towns in 

the British Empire.  

Nicholson was a supporter of public education, promoting laws 

to support it, and funded the construction of "King William's 

School" (predecessor/ancestor to today's St. John's College, a 
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noted academic humanities, liberal arts school, emphasing a 

"classical education" and "The Great Books"). He became 

embroiled in a dispute with William Penn from the Middle 

Atlantic colony to the north, over how to deal with the issue of 

piracy. In Maryland, Nicholson vigorously cracked down on the 

practices of some colonists to tolerate pirates, who brought 

goods and hard currency into the provinces. Aware that Penn's 

governor William Markham was similarly tolerant (he was said 

to be taking bribes to allow pirates such as Thomas Day to 

trade in Pennsylvania), Nicholson ordered that ships destined 

for Pennsylvania be stopped and searched in Maryland waters, 

and collected duties if they were carrying European finished 

goods. Penn protested to the Board of Trade, and the dispute 

subsided when Nicholson moderated his tactics. During 

Nicholson's rule in Maryland, he specifically denied that the 

colonists had the Rights of Englishmen, writing that "if I had 

not hampered them [colonial interests] in Maryland, and kept 

them under, I should never have been able to govern them." 

His feud with pirates took a personal turn when in 1700 he 

accompanied the captain of HMS Shoreham in a fierce all-day 

battle against French pirate Louis Guittar. The defeated pirates 

asked Nicholson for quarter and pardon; he granted them 

quarter but referred them to King William III of England for 

mercy, in whose courts Guittar and his crew were all sentenced 

to hang.  

Nicholson's feud with Andros persisted, and Nicholson 

acquired a powerful ally in James Blair, the founder of the 

College of William and Mary. The two were able to gain the 

support of the Anglican establishment in England against 

Andros, and filed a long list of complaints with the Lords of 

Trade. These efforts were successful in convincing Andros to 
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request permission to resign, and in December 1698, Nicholson 

was given the governorship of Virginia. Andros angrily refused 

to give Nicholson his records. During his term, which lasted 

until 1705, Nicholson was largely at the mercy of his council, 

which was dominated by a small group of powerful Virginia 

families. The Andros rule had been so unpopular in Virginia 

that Nicholson's instructions gave him little leeway in acting 

without their consent. At one point Nicholson characterized the 

Virginia council as "mere brutes who understand not 

manners". Nicholson made a number of unsuccessful attempts 

to alter the balance of power, including moving the provincial 

capital from Jamestown to Middle Plantation, which was 

renamed Williamsburg. Although he was opposed by the upper 

house, the colonial legislature was generally supportive of him, 

and he continued to be favored by the London government.  

Nicholson was exposed to French activities on the Mississippi 

River while governor of Maryland. He warned the Board of 

Trade in 1695 that the French were working to complete the 

designs of explorer Robert La Salle to gain control of the river 

and dominate the Indian relations in the interior, which "may 

be of fatal consequence" to the English colonies. He reiterated 

the warning in a 1698 report, and suggested that the Board of 

Trade issue instructions to all of the governors encouraging 

the development of trade with Indians across the Appalachian 

Mountains. "I am afraid", he wrote, "that now please God, there 

is a peace, the French will be able to doe more dammage to 

these Countrys, than they were able to doe in the [King 

William's] War ." These observations were among the earliest 

anyone made concerning the threat French expansion posed to 

the English, and some of his suggestions were ultimately 

adopted as policy. He actively promoted the idea of 
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expansionist trade on the frontier with other colonial 

governors, including Bellomont of New York, and Blake of 

South Carolina.  

Following a political crisis in England and the accession of 

Queen Anne to the throne in 1702, a Tory ministry emerged 

that sidelined most of Nicholson's Whig patrons. Despite his 

best efforts to retain his post, he was recalled and replaced in 

1705 by Edward Nott. He returned to London, where he was 

active in the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 

Foreign Parts, and was awarded membership in the Royal 

Society for his scientific observations of North America. He 

also acted as a consultant to the Board of Trade, and thus 

maintained an awareness of colonial issues.  

Queen Anne's War 

During King William's War in the 1690s Nicholson asked the 

House of Burgesses to appropriate money for New York's 

defense, since it was threatened from New France and acted as 

a buffer to protect Virginia. The Burgesses refused, even after 

Nicholson appealed to London. When Queen Anne's War broke 

out in 1702, Nicholson lent New York £900 of his own money, 

with the expectation that it would be repaid from Virginia's 

quit rents (it was not). The publicity of this scheme increased 

dislike of him in Virginia, and may have played a role in his 

recall. Virginia was not militarily affected by the war. These 

efforts by Nicholson to gain broader colonial support for the 

war were followed by larger proposals to London, suggesting, 

for example, that all of the colonies be joined under a single 

viceroy, who would have power of taxation and control of a 

standing army. According to historian John Fiske, Nicholson 
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was one of the first people to propose uniting all of the North 

American colonies in this way.  

In the course of the ten-year conflict in North America now 

known as Queen Anne's War, Samuel Vetch, a Scottish 

businessman with interests in New York and New England, 

came to London during the winter of 1708–9 and proposed to 

the Queen and the Board of Trade a major assault on New 

France. He recruited Nicholson to join the effort, which was to 

include a sea-based attack on Quebec with Royal Navy 

support, and a land-based expedition to ascend the Hudson 

River, descend Lake Champlain, and attack Montreal. 

Nicholson was given command of the land-based effort while 

Vetch was to command the provincial militia of New England 

that were to accompany the fleet.  

Arriving in Boston in April 1709 Nicholson and Vetch 

immediately began raising the forces and supplies needed for 

these operations. Nicholson was able to draw on his earlier 

connections to New York's aristocracy to recruit the needed 

forces from there, with additional units coming from New 

Jersey and Connecticut.  

He raised a force of about 1,500 regulars and provincial militia 

and 600 Iroquois, and in June began the construction of three 

major encampments between Stillwater, just north of Albany, 

and the southern end of Lake Champlain, while awaiting word 

of the fleet's arrival in Boston. The expedition turned out to be 

a disaster. Many men became sick and died from the poor 

conditions in the camps as the summer dragged on without any 

news of the fleet. Supplies ran short the men became mutinous 

and began deserting. Finally, in October Nicholson learned 
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that, due to circumstances in Europe, the fleet's participation 

had been canceled in July. By this time the men were deserting 

by whole units and destroyed all of the fortifications and 

stores.  

In the aftermath of the debacle Nicholson returned to London, 

taking four Indian chiefs with him, and petitioned Queen Anne 

for permission to lead a more limited expedition against Port 

Royal, the capital of French Acadia. The Queen granted the 

petition, and Nicholson was in charge of the forces that 

captured Port Royal on 2 October 1710. This battle marked the 

conquest of Acadia, and began permanent British control over 

the territory they called Nova Scotia. Nicholson published an 

account of the expedition in his 1711 Journal of an Expedition 

for the Reduction of Port Royal. The victorious Nicholson 

returned to England to petition Queen Anne for another 

expedition to capture the center of New France, Quebec. The 

resulting naval expedition was led by Admiral Hovenden 

Walker, and Nicholson led an associated land expedition that 

retraced the route he had taken in 1709 toward Lake 

Champlain. Many ships of Walker's fleet foundered on rocks 

near the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River, and the whole 

expedition was cancelled, much to Nicholson's anger; he was 

reported to tear off his wig and throw it to the ground when he 

heard the news.  

Nova Scotia and South Carolina 

Nicholson returned to London after the failed expedition, and 

began working to acquire for himself the governorship of Nova 

Scotia. After the 1710 victory, Samuel Vetch had become its 

governor, but his rule over the colony (where he only really 
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controlled Port Royal itself) was somewhat ineffective. Vetch 

and the Tory ministry then in power disagreed on how to 

handle affairs, especially with respect to the resident French 

Catholic population, and Nicholson capitalized on these 

complaints. In a dispute marked by bitterness and sometimes 

extreme accusations (Vetch, for example, accused Nicholson of 

Jacobite sympathies), Nicholson was awarded the post in 

October 1712. His commission also included the governorship 

of Placentia, and authority as auditor of all colonial accounts. 

He only spent a few weeks in Port Royal in 1714, leaving most 

of the governance to lieutenant governor Thomas Caulfeild. 

These few weeks were marked by discord with the Acadians, 

who sought to capitalize on the change of governor to gain 

concessions Nicholson was not prepared to give. Nicholson also 

issued order restricting the interaction between the troops and 

the town, resulting in the further reduction of already-poor 

morale in the Port Royal garrison. He also cracked down on 

open trade between British colonial merchants and the French, 

requiring the licensing of any British merchant wanting to 

trade at French ports.  

Nicholson spent most of his time as Nova Scotia governor in 

Boston, where he devoted a significant amount of time 

investigating Vetch's finances. Vetch interpreted Nicholson's 

hostile and intrusive examination of his affairs as a largely 

partisan attempt to smear him. He called Nicholson a 

"malicious madman" who would do anything that "fury, malice, 

and madness could inspire." Nicholson attempted to prevent 

Vetch from sailing for England where he might better defend 

himself, forcing Vetch to flee beyond Nicholson's reach to New 

London, Connecticut, in order to get a ship for England. With 

the accession of George I to the throne and the change to a 
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Whig ministry, Vetch succeeded in clearing his name and 

recovered his post from Nicholson, who was accused by Vetch 

and others of neglecting the province.  

Nicholson next served as the first royal governor of South 

Carolina from 1721 to 1725. The colonists had rebelled against 

the rule of the proprietors, and Nicholson was appointed in 

response to their request for crown governance. The rebellion 

had been prompted by inadequate response by the proprietors 

to Indian threats, so Nicholson brought with him some British 

troops.  

He established a council composed primarily of supporters of 

the rebellion, and gave it significant latitude to control colonial 

affairs. As he had in some of his other posts, he used 

enforcement of the Navigation Acts as a means to crack down 

on political opposition. He established local governments 

modeled on those he set up in Maryland and Virginia, 

including the 1722 incorporation of Charleston.  

He expended both public money and his own to further both 

education and the Church of England, and introduced ground-

breaking judicial administration into the colony. He negotiated 

agreements and territorial boundaries with the Cherokee, and 

promoted trade, pursuing policies similar to those he had 

advocated while in Maryland and Virginia. He introduced a 

commissioner of Indian affairs into the colonial government, a 

post that survived until the crown assumed the duties of 

managing Indian affairs in the 1750s.  

Like other colonies, South Carolina suffered from chronic 

shortages of currency, and issued bills of credit to compensate. 

During Nicholson's administration this was done several times, 
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but the inflationary consequences did not reach crisis 

proportions until after he left the colony. It did, however, anger 

merchant interests enough to raise complaints against him 

with the Board of Trade.  

Combined with long-running but false accusations by William 

Rhett and other supporters of the proprietors that Nicholson 

was improperly engaged in smuggling, he felt the need to 

return to England to defend himself against these charges. He 

returned to London in 1725, carrying with him Cherokee 

baskets that became part of the earliest collections in the 

British Museum.  

Later life 

In England, Nicholson was promoted to lieutenant-general. He 

never married, and died in London on 5/16 March 1728/9. He 

was buried in the parish of St George Hanover Square. A claim 

cited in some 19th-century biographies that he was knighted 

turned out to be false when his will was discovered early in the 

20th century.  

Personality 

Nicholson was notorious for his temper. He was, according to 

historian George Waller, "subject to fits of passion". In one 

story, an Indian said of Nicholson, "The general is drunk." 

When informed that Nicholson did not partake of strong drink, 

the Indian replied, "I do not mean that he is drunk with rum, 

he was born drunk." Waller also points out that his "hasty and 

overmastering temper led him into great excesses".  
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Legacy 

Nicholson Hall of the College of William and Mary is named in 

honor of Francis Nicholson. Additionally the two main streets 

of Colonial Williamsburg, one block north and south of the 

central street (Duke of Gloucester St.) are named Francis and 

Nicholson, in his honor.  

Port Royal 

Port Royal is a village located at the end of the Palisadoes, at 

the mouth of Kingston Harbour, in southeastern Jamaica. 

Founded in 1494 by the Spanish, it was once the largest city in 

the Caribbean, functioning as the centre of shipping and 

commerce in the Caribbean Sea by the latter half of the 17th 

century. It was destroyed by an earthquake on 7 June 1692, 

which had an accompanying tsunami. Severe hurricanes have 

regularly damaged it. Another severe earthquake occurred in 

1907.  

Port Royal was once home to privateers who were encouraged 

to attack Habsburg Spain's vessels at a time when smaller 

European powers dared not make war on Spain directly. As a 

port city, it was notorious for its gaudy displays of wealth and 

loose morals. It was a popular homeport for the English and 

Dutch-sponsored privateers to spend their treasure during the 

17th century. When those governments abandoned the practice 

of issuing letters of marque to privateers against the Spanish 

treasure fleets and possessions in the later 16th century, many 

of the crews turned pirate. They continued to use the city as 

their main base during the 17th century. Pirates from around 
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the world congregated at Port Royal, coming from waters as far 

away as Madagascar. After the 1692 disaster, Port Royal's 

commercial role was steadily taken over by the nearby town 

(and later, city) of Kingston. Plans were developed in 1999 to 

redevelop the small fishing town as a heritage tourism 

destination to serve cruise ships. Thoughts were that it could 

capitalize on its unique heritage, with archaeological findings 

from pre-colonial and privateering years as the basis of 

possible attractions.  

Colonisation of Port Royal 

Taino People 

The Taino Native Americans occupied this area for centuries 

before European settlement. They used the area, which they 

called Caguay or Caguaya, during their fishing expeditions. 

Although it is not known whether they ever settled at the spot, 

they did inhabit other parts of Jamaica.  

Spanish 

The Spanish first landed in Jamaica in 1494 under the 

leadership of Christopher Columbus. Permanent settlement 

occurred when Juan de Esquivel brought a group of settlers in 

1509.  

They came in search of new lands and valuable resources, like 

gold and silver. Instead they began to cultivate and process the 

sugar cane. Much like the Taino before them, the Spanish did 

not appear to have much use for the Port Royal area. They did, 

however, retain its Taino name.  
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Spain kept control of Jamaica mostly so that it could prevent 

other countries from gaining access to the island, which was 

strategically situated within the trade routes of the Caribbean. 

Spain maintained control over the island for 146 years, until 

the English took control following their invasion of 1655.  

English 

The town was captured by England in 1655 during the invasion 

of Jamaica. By 1659 two hundred houses, shops and 

warehouses had been built around the fort; by 1692 five forts 

defended the port.  

The English initially called the place Cagway but soon 

renamed it as Port Royal. For much of the period between the 

English conquest and the 1692 earthquake, Port Royal served 

as the unofficial capital of Jamaica, while Spanish Town 

remained the official capital. In 1872 the government 

designated Kingston, the largest city, as the capital.  

Defence of the port 

In 1657, as a solution to his defence concerns, Governor 

Edward D'Oley invited the Brethren of the Coast to come to 

Port Royal and make it their home port. The Brethren was 

made up of a group of pirates who were descendants of cattle-

hunting boucaniers (later anglicized to buccaneers), who had 

turned to piracy after being robbed by the Spanish (and 

subsequently thrown out of Hispaniola).  

These pirates concentrated their attacks on Spanish shipping, 

whose interests were considered the major threat to the town.  
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These pirates later became legal English privateers who were 

given letters of marque by Jamaica's governor. Around the 

same time that pirates were invited to Port Royal, England 

launched a series of attacks against Spanish shipping vessels 

and coastal towns. By sending the newly appointed privateers 

after Spanish ships and settlements, England had successfully 

set up a system of defence for Port Royal. Spain was forced to 

continually defend their property, and did not have the means 

with which to retake its land.  

17th-century economy 

Spain could not retake the island and, due to pirates, could no 

longer regularly provide their colonies in the New World with 

manufactured goods. The progressive irregularity of annual 

Spanish fleets, combined with an increasing demand by 

colonies for manufactured goods, stimulated the growth of Port 

Royal. Merchants and privateers worked together in what is 

now referred to as "forced trade." Merchants would sponsor 

trading endeavors with the Spanish, while also sponsoring 

privateers to attack Spanish ships and rob Spanish coastal 

towns. While the merchants most certainly had the upper 

hand, the privateers were an integral part of the operation.  

Nuala Zahedieh, a lecturer at the University of Edinburgh, 

wrote, "Both opponents and advocates of so-called 'forced 

trade' declared the town's fortune had the dubious distinction 

of being founded entirely on the servicing of the privateers' 

needs and highly lucrative trade in prize commodities." She 

added, "A report that the 300 men who accompanied Henry 

Morgan to Portobello in 1668 returned to the town with a prize 

to spend of at least £60 each (two or three times the usual 
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annual plantation wage) leaves little doubt that they were 

right". The forced trade became almost a way of life in Port 

Royal. Michael Pawson and David Busseret wrote "...one way or 

the other nearly all the propertied inhabitants of Port Royal 

seem to have an interest in privateering." Forced trade was 

rapidly making Port Royal one of the wealthiest communities in 

the English territories of North America, far surpassing any 

profit made from the production of sugar cane. Zahedieh wrote, 

"The Portobello raid [in 1668] alone produced plunder worth 

£75,000, more than seven times the annual value of the 

island’s sugar exports, which at Port Royal prices did not 

exceed £10,000 at this time."  

Climate 

Port Royal has a tropical savanna climate (Köppen climate 

classification Aw) with a short dry season from January to 

April and a lengthy wet season from May to October. 

Temperatures remain steady throughout the year with the dry 

season being slightly cooler and range from 25.5 °C (77.9 °F) in 

January to 27.7 °C (81.9 °F) in May. The average annual 

precipitation is 1,345 millimetres (53 in).  

Piracy in Port Royal 

Port Royal provided a safe harbour initially for privateers and 

subsequently for pirates plying the shipping lanes to and from 

Spain and Panama. Buccaneers found Port Royal appealing for 

several reasons. Its proximity to trade routes allowed them 

easy access to prey, but the most important advantage was the 

port's proximity to several of the only safe passages or straits 
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giving access to the Spanish Main from the Atlantic. The 

harbour was large enough to accommodate their ships and 

provided a place to careen and repair these vessels.  

It was also ideally situated for launching raids on Spanish 

settlements. From Port Royal, Christopher Myngs sacked 

Campeche and Henry Morgan attacked Panama, Portobello, and 

Maracaibo. Additionally, buccaneers Roche Brasiliano, John 

Davis and Edward Mansvelt used Port Royal as a base of 

operations.  

Since the English lacked sufficient troops to prevent either the 

Spanish or French from seizing it, the Jamaican governors 

eventually turned to the pirates to defend the city. By the 

1660s the city had, for some, become a pirate utopia and had 

gained a reputation as the "Sodom of the New World", where 

most residents were pirates, cutthroats, or prostitutes. When 

Charles Leslie wrote his history of Jamaica, he included a 

description of the pirates of Port Royal:  

Wine and women drained their wealth to such a degree that 

[...] some of them became reduced to beggary. They have been 

known to spend 2 or 3,000 pieces of eight in one night; and 

one gave a strumpet 500 to see her naked. They used to buy a 

pipe of wine, place it in the street, and oblige everyone that 

passed to drink. 

The taverns of Port Royal were known for their excessive 

consumption of alcohol such that records even exist of the wild 

animals of the area partaking in the debauchery. During a 

passing visit, famous Dutch explorer Jan van Riebeeck is said 

to have described the scenes:  
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The parrots of Port Royal gather to drink from the large stocks 

of ale with just as much alacrity as the drunks that frequent 

the taverns that serve it. 

There is even speculation in pirate folklore that the infamous 

Blackbeard (Edward Teach) met a howler monkey, while at 

leisure in a Port Royal alehouse, whom he named Jefferson and 

formed a strong bond with during the expedition to the island 

of New Providence. Recent genealogical research indicates that 

Blackbeard and his family moved to Jamaica where Edward 

Thatch, Jr. is listed as being a mariner in the Royal Navy 

aboard HMS Windsor in 1706. Port Royal benefited from this 

lively, glamorous infamy and grew to be one of the two largest 

towns and the most economically important port in the English 

colonies.  

At the height of its popularity, the city had one drinking house 

for every 10 residents. In July 1661 alone, 40 new licenses 

were granted to taverns. During a 20-year period that ended in 

1692, nearly 6,500 people lived in Port Royal. In addition to 

prostitutes and buccaneers, there were four goldsmiths, 44 

tavern keepers, and a variety of artisans and merchants who 

lived in 2,000 buildings crammed into 51 acres (21 ha) of real 

estate. 213 ships visited the seaport in 1688. The city's wealth 

was so great that coins were preferred for payment over the 

more common system of bartering goods for services.  

Following Henry Morgan's appointment as lieutenant governor, 

Port Royal began to change. Pirates were no longer needed to 

defend the city. The selling of slaves took on greater 

importance. Upstanding citizens disliked the reputation the 

city had acquired. In 1687, Jamaica passed anti-piracy laws. 
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Consequently, instead of being a safe haven for pirates, Port 

Royal became noted as their place of execution. Gallows Point 

welcomed many to their death, including Charles Vane and 

Calico Jack, who were hanged in 1720. About five months 

later, the famous woman pirate Mary Read died in the 

Jamaican prison in Port Royal. Two years later, 41 pirates met 

their death in one month.  

The Royal Navy in Port Royal 

Under British rule the Royal Navy made use of a careening 

wharf at Port Royal and rented a building on the foreshore to 

serve as a storehouse. From 1675, a resident Naval Officer was 

appointed to oversee these facilities; however, development was 

cut short by the 1692 earthquake. After the earthquake, an 

attempt was made to establish a naval base at Port Antonio 

instead, but the climate there proved disagreeable. From 1735, 

Port Royal once more became the focus of the Admiralty's 

attention. New wharves and storehouses were built at this 

time, as well as housing for the officers of the Yard. Over the 

next thirty years, more facilities were added: cooperages, 

workshops, sawpits, and accommodation (including a canteen) 

for the crews of ships being careened there. A Royal Naval 

Hospital was also established on land a little to the west of the 

Naval Yard; and by the end of the 18th century a small 

Victualling Yard had been added to the east (prior to this ships 

had had to go to Kingston and other settlements to take on 

supplies).  

At the start of the 19th century, a significant amount of 

rebuilding took place in what was by now a substantial Royal 

Navy Dockyard serving the fleet in the Caribbean. A sizeable 
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storehouse with a clocktower formed the centrepiece, with a 

covered way leading from it to the careening wharves. The 

adjacent Port Admiral's (later Commodore's) House included a 

watch tower, to counter the threat of privateers. The Yard 

continued to expand to meet the new requirements of steam-

powered vessels: the victualling wharf became a coaling depot 

in the 1840s, and twenty years later a small engineering 

complex was built. The Yard continued to expand through to 

the beginning of the 20th century, but then (with the Admiralty 

focusing more and more on the situation in Europe) the Navy 

withdrew from its station in Jamaica and the Dockyard closed 

in 1905.  

Many of the Dockyard buildings (most of which were of timber 

construction) were subsequently demolished or destroyed 

(some in the 1907 Kingston earthquake, others by Hurricane 

Charlie in 1951). A few remain in place, however, including the 

Naval Hospital complex, some of the steam engineering 

buildings and a set of officers' houses. There is also a slipway, 

completed as late as 1904, which (with its accompanying 

sheds) was designed for housing and launching torpedo boats, 

stationed there for the Yard's protection. In 2014, it was 

announced that some of the Historic Naval Hospital buildings 

would be restored to house a museum as part of a broader Port 

Royal Heritage Tourism Project.  

Earthquake of 1692 and its 

aftermath 

• The town grew rapidly, reaching a population of 

around 6,500 people and approximately 2,000 
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dwellings, by 1692. As land on which to build 

diminished, it became common practice to either fill 

in areas of water and build new infrastructure on top 

of it, or simply build buildings taller. Buildings 

gradually became heavier as the residents adopted 

the brick style homes of their native England. Some 

urged the population to adopt the low, wooden 

building style of the previous Spanish inhabitants, 

but many refused. In the end, all of these separate 

factors contributed to the impending disaster.  

On 7 June 1692, a devastating earthquake hit the city causing 

most of its northern section to be lost – and with it many of the 

town's houses and other buildings. Many of the forts were 

destroyed, as well; Fort Charles survived, but Forts James and 

Carlisle sank into the sea, Fort Rupert became a large region of 

water, and great damage was done to an area known as 

Morgan's Line.  

Although the earthquake hit the entire island of Jamaica, the 

citizens of Port Royal were at a greater risk of death due to the 

perilous sand, falling buildings, and the tsunami that followed. 

Though the local authorities tried to remove or sink all of the 

corpses from the water, they were unsuccessful; some simply 

got away from them, while others were trapped in places that 

were inaccessible. Improper housing, a lack of medicine or 

clean water, and the fact that most of the survivors were 

homeless led to many people dying of malignant fevers. The 

earthquake and tsunami killed between 1,000 and 3,000 people 

combined, nearly half the city's population. Disease ran 

rampant in the next several months, claiming an estimated 

2,000 additional lives.  
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The historical Jamaica earthquake of 7 June 1692 can be 

dated closely not only by date, but by time of day as well. This 

is documented by recovery from the sea floor in the 1960s of a 

pocket watch stopped at 11:43 a.m., recording the time of the 

devastating earthquake.  

The earthquake caused the sand under Port Royal to liquefy 

and flow out into Kingston Harbour. The water table was 

generally only two feet down before the impact, and the town 

was built on a layer of some 65 feet (20 m) of water-saturated 

sand. This type of area did not provide a solid foundation on 

which to build an entire town. Unlike the Spanish before them, 

the English had decided to settle and develop the small area of 

land, even while acknowledging that the area was nothing but 

"hot loose sand".  

According to Mulcahy, "[Modern] scientists and underwater 

archaeologists now believe that the earthquake was a powerful 

one and that much of the damage at Port Royal resulted from a 

process known as liquefaction." Liquefaction occurs when 

earthquakes strike ground that is loose, sandy, and water-

saturated, increasing the water pressure and causing the 

particles to separate from one another and form a sludge 

resembling quicksand. Eyewitness accounts attested to 

buildings sliding into the water, but it is likely some simply 

sank straight down into the now unstable layer.  

Underwater archeology, some of which can be seen in the 

National Geographic Channel show Wicked Pirate City, reveals 

the foundations of building underwater, showing there was 

subsidence, as do comparisons of post-earthquake maps and 

pre-earthquake maps.  
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Some attempts were made to rebuild the city, starting with the 

one third that was not submerged, but these met with mixed 

success and numerous disasters. An initial attempt at 

rebuilding was again destroyed in 1703 by fire. Subsequent 

rebuilding was hampered by several hurricanes in the first half 

of the 18th century, including flooding from the sea in 1722, a 

further fire in 1750, and a major hurricane in 1774, and soon 

Kingston eclipsed Port Royal in importance. In 1815, what 

repairs were being undertaken were destroyed in another major 

fire, while the whole island was severely affected by an 

epidemic of cholera in 1850.  

1907 earthquake and more recent 

history 

A devastating earthquake on 14 January 1907 liquefied the 

sand spit, destroying nearly all of the rebuilt city, submerging 

additional portions, and tilting The Giddy House, an artillery 

storage room built c. 1880 that is today a minor tourist 

attraction.  

Today, the area is a shadow of its former self with a population 

of less than 2,000 that has little to no commercial or political 

importance. The area is frequented by tourists, but is in a 

state of disrepair. The Jamaican government has recently 

resolved to further develop the area for its historic and tourist 

value. This is in part a result of abandonment of plans begun 

in the early 1960s to develop the town as a cruise ship port 

and destination. The plans stimulated the archaeological 

explorations on the site which, in turn, led to the suspension 

of development solely as a port but now included 
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archaeological and other attractions. In 1981, the Nautical 

Archaeology Program at Texas A&M University began a 10-year 

underwater archaeological investigation of the portion of Port 

Royal that sank underwater during the 17th century. The 

program focused on an area that had sunk directly into the sea 

and suffered very little damage. Due to very low oxygen levels, 

a large amount of organic material could be recovered. The 

efforts made by the program have allowed everyday life in the 

English colonial port city to be reconstructed in great detail.  

In 1998, the Port Royal Development Company commissioned 

architectural firm The Jerde Partnership to create a master 

plan for the redevelopment of Port Royal, which was completed 

in 2000. The focus of the plan is a 17th-century-themed 

attraction that reflects the city's heritage. It has two anchor 

areas: Old Port Royal and the King's Royal Naval Dockyard. Old 

Port Royal features a cruise ship pier extending from a 

reconstructed Chocolata Hole harbour and Fisher's Row, a 

group of cafes and shops on the waterfront.  

The King's Royal Naval Dockyard features a combination 

shipbuilding-museum and underwater aquarium with dioramas 

for views of the native tropical sealife. The Royal Naval 

Dockyard also includes the headquarters for the Admiral of the 

Royal Navy. The redevelopment plan also includes a five-star 

hotel.  

Today, Port Royal is known to post-medieval archaeologists as 

the "City that Sank". Robert Marx considers it the most 

important underwater archaeological site in the western 

hemisphere, yielding 16th–and-17th-century artifacts and 

many important treasures from indigenous peoples predating 
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its 1518 founding, some from as far away as Guatemala. 

Several 17th and early 18th century pirate ships sank within 

Kingston Harbour and are being carefully harvested, under 

controlled conditions, by various teams of archaeologists. 

Other "digs" are staked out along various quarters and streets 

by different teams.  

By 2019, a floating pier where a cruise ship could dock had 

been built; the first ship arrived on 20 January 2020. Tourists 

from a few ships (after the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 

have ended) might be beneficial to the town, but "there’s still 

much work to be done if the town will become the 'world-class 

heritage, environmental and cultural attraction'" according to a 

BBC Travel report published in September 2020. 

Another report that month discussed the well-funded Living 

Heritage Programme which was seeking "to transform the town 

into a SMART, safe and secure community with a vibrant local 

economy, preserved cultural heritage and protected natural 

environment".  

In popular culture 

Film 

• 1934: Port Royal is the one of the settings for the 

film Captain Blood, starring Errol Flynn. 

• 1942: Port Royal is the main setting for the film The 

Black Swan, starring Tyrone Power and George 

Sanders. 

• 1953: Port Royal is the "City Beneath the Sea" in the 

film of that name. 
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• 1995: Port Royal appears in the film Cutthroat Island 

directed by Renny Harlin, shot in Thailand and 

Malta. 

• 2003: Port Royal has been featured as a location 

within Disney's Pirates of the Caribbean film series, 

though much of the location work for Port Royal was 

actually done on the island of Saint Vincent, not in 

Jamaica. 

Literature 

• 1989: James Michener's historical novel The 

Caribbean details the history, atmosphere, and 

geography of Port Royal. 

• 2009: Extensive scenes in Michael Crichton's 

posthumous novel Pirate Latitudes take place in Port 

Royal in the mid-1660s. 

Music 

• The German heavy metal band Running Wild has an 

album named Port Royal 

Video games 

• The game Assassin's Creed IV: Black Flag has a 

section where you are in Port Royal. 

• The game Pirates of the Caribbean Online featured 
Port Royal as one of the main islands. The remake of 
the game, known as The Legend of Pirates Online, 
still exists and features Port Royal as a prominent 
location. 
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