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Chapter 10 

ETA (Separatist Group) 

ETA, an acronym for Euskadi Ta Askatasuna ("Basque 

Homeland and Liberty" or "Basque Country and Freedom"), was 

an armed Basque nationalist and separatist organization in the 

Basque Country (in northern Spain and southwestern France). 

The group was founded in 1959 and later evolved from a group 

promoting traditional Basque culture to a paramilitary group 

engaged in a violent campaign of bombing, assassinations and 

kidnappings in the Southern Basque Country and throughout 

Spanish territory. Its goal was gaining independence for the 

Basque Country. ETA was the main group within the Basque 

National Liberation Movement and was the most important 

Basque participant in the Basque conflict.  

Between 1968 and 2010, it killed 829 people (including 340 

civilians) and injured thousands more. ETA was classified as a 

terrorist group by Spain, France, the United Kingdom, the 

United States, Canada and the European Union. This 

convention was followed by a plurality of domestic and 

international media, which also referred to the group as 

terrorists. There are more than 260 imprisoned former 

members of the group in Spain, France, and other countries.  

ETA declared ceasefires in 1989, 1996, 1998 and 2006. On 5 

September 2010, ETA declared a new ceasefire that remained 

in force, and on 20 October 2011, ETA announced a "definitive 

cessation of its armed activity". On 24 November 2012, it was 

reported that the group was ready to negotiate a "definitive 

end" to its operations and disband completely. The group 
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announced on 7 April 2017 that it had given up all its weapons 

and explosives. On 2 May 2018, ETA made public a letter dated 

to 16 April 2018 according to which it had "completely 

dissolved all its structures and ended its political initiative".  

ETA's motto was Bietan jarrai ("Keep up on both"), referring to 

the two figures in its symbol, a snake (representing politics) 

wrapped around an axe (representing armed struggle).  

Structure 

ETA changed its internal structure on several occasions, 

commonly for security reasons. The group used to have a very 

hierarchical organization with a leading figure at the top, 

delegating into three substructures: the logistical, military and 

political sections. Reports from Spanish and French police 

point towards significant changes in ETA's structures in its 

later years. ETA divided the three substructures into a total of 

eleven. The change was a response to captures, and possible 

infiltration, by the different law enforcement agencies. ETA 

intended to disperse its members and reduce the effects of 

detentions.  

The leading committee comprised 7 to 11 individuals, and 

ETA's internal documentation referred to it as Zuba, an 

abbreviation of Zuzendaritza Batzordea (directorial committee). 

There was another committee named Zuba-hits that functioned 

as an advisory committee. The eleven different substructures 

were: logistics, politics, international relations with fraternal 

organisations, military operations, reserves, prisoner support, 
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expropriation, information, recruitment, negotiation, and 

treasury.  

ETA's armed operations were organized in different taldes 

(groups or commandos), generally composed of three to five 

members, whose objective was to conduct attacks in a specific 

geographic zone. The taldes were coordinated by the cúpula 

militar ("military cupola"). To supply the taldes, support groups 

maintained safe houses and zulos (small rooms concealed in 

forests, garrets or underground, used to store arms, explosives 

or, sometimes, kidnapped people; the Basque word zulo 

literally means "hole"). The small cellars used to hide the 

people kidnapped are named by ETA and ETA's supporters 

"people's jails". The most common commandos were itinerant, 

not linked to any specific area, and thus were more difficult to 

capture.  

Among its members, ETA distinguished between 

legales/legalak ("legal ones"), those members who did not have 

police records and lived apparently normal lives; l iberados 

("liberated") members known to the police that were on ETA's 

payroll and working full-time for ETA; and apoyos ("supports") 

who just gave occasional help and logistics support to the 

group when required.  

There were also imprisoned members of the group, serving time 

scattered across Spain and France, that sometimes still had 

significant influence inside the organisation; and finally the 

quemados ("burnt out"), members freed after having been 

imprisoned or those that were suspected by the group of being 

under police vigilance. In the past, there was also the figure of 

the deportees, expelled by the French government to remote 
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countries where they lived freely. ETA's internal bulletin was 

named Zutabe ("Column"), replacing the earlier one (1962) 

Zutik ("Standing").  

ETA also promoted the kale borroka ("street fight"), that is, 

violent acts against public transportation, political parties' 

offices or cultural buildings, destruction of private property of 

politicians, police, military, bank offices, journalists, council 

members, and anyone voicing criticism against ETA. Tactics 

included threats, graffiti of political mottoes, and rioting, 

usually using Molotov cocktails. These groups were mostly 

made up of young people, who were directed through youth 

organisations (such as Jarrai, Haika and Segi). Many members 

of ETA started their collaboration with the group as 

participants in the kale borroka.  

Political support 

The former political party Batasuna, disbanded in 2003, 

pursued the same political goals as ETA and did not condemn 

ETA's use of violence. Formerly known as Euskal Herritarrok 

and "Herri Batasuna", it was banned by the Spanish Supreme 

Court as an anti-democratic organisation following the Political 

Parties Law (Ley de Partidos Políticos). It generally received 

10% to 20% of the vote in the Basque Autonomous Community. 

Batasuna's political status was controversial. It was 

considered to be the political wing of ETA. Moreover, after the 

investigations on the nature of the relationship between 

Batasuna and ETA by Judge Baltasar Garzón, who suspended 

the activities of the political organisation and ordered police to 
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shut down its headquarters, the Supreme Court of Spain 

finally declared Batasuna illegal on 18 March 2003. The court 

considered proven that Batasuna had links with ETA and that 

it constituted in fact part of ETA's structure. In 2003, the 

Constitutional Tribunal upheld the legality of the law.  

However, the party itself denied being the political wing of 

ETA, although double membership – simultaneous or 

alternative – between Batasuna and ETA was often recorded, 

such as with the cases of prominent Batasuna leaders like 

Josu Ternera, Arnaldo Otegi, Jon Salaberria and others.  

The Spanish Cortes (the Spanish Parliament) began the process 

of declaring the party illegal in August 2002 by issuing a bill 

entitled the Ley de Partidos Políticos which bars political 

parties that use violence to achieve political goals, promote 

hatred against different groups or seek to destroy the 

democratic system. The bill passed the Cortes with a 304 to 16 

vote. Many within the Basque nationalistic movement strongly 

disputed the Law, which they considered too draconian or even 

unconstitutional; alleging that any party could be made illegal 

almost by choice, simply for not clearly stating their opposition 

to an attack.  

Defenders of the law argued that the Ley de Partidos did not 

necessarily require responses to individual acts of violence, 

but rather a declaration of principles explicitly rejecting 

violence as a means of achieving political goals. Defenders also 

argued that the ban of a political party is subject to judicial 

process, with all the guarantees of the State of Law. Batasuna 

had failed to produce such a statement. As of February 2008 

other political parties linked to organizations such as Partido 
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Comunista de España (reconstituted) have also been declared 

illegal, and Acción Nacionalista Vasca and Communist Party of 

the Basque Lands (EHAK/PCTV, Euskal Herrialdeetako Alderdi 

Komunista/Partido Comunista de las Tierras Vascas) was 

declared illegal in September 2008.  

A new party called Aukera Guztiak (All the Options) was formed 

expressly for the elections to the Basque Parliament of April 

2005. Its supporters claimed no heritage from Batasuna, 

asserting that they aimed to allow Basque citizens to freely 

express their political ideas, even those of independence. On 

the matter of political violence, Aukera Guztiak stated their 

right not to condemn some kinds of violence more than others 

if they did not see fit (in this regard, the Basque National 

Liberation Movement (MLNV) regards present police actions as 

violence, torture and state terrorism). Nevertheless, most of 

their members and certainly most of their leadership were 

former Batasuna supporters or affiliates. The Spanish Supreme 

Court unanimously considered the party to be a successor to 

Batasuna and declared a ban on it.  

After Aukera Guztiak had been banned, and less than two 

weeks before the election, another political group appeared 

born from an earlier schism from Herri Batasuna, the 

Communist Party of the Basque Lands (EHAK/PCTV, Euskal 

Herrialdeetako Alderdi Komunista/Partido Comunista de las 

Tierras Vascas), a formerly unknown political party which had 

no representation in the Autonomous Basque Parliament. 

EHAK announced that they would apply the votes they 

obtained to sustain the political programme of the now-banned 

Aukera Guztiak platform.  
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This move left no time for the Spanish courts to investigate 

EHAK in compliance with the Ley de Partidos before the 

elections were held. The bulk of Batasuna supporters voted in 

this election for PCTV. It obtained 9 seats of 75 (12.44% of 

votes) in the Basque Parliament. The election of EHAK 

representatives eventually allowed the programme of the now-

illegal Batasuna to continue being represented without having 

condemned violence as required by the Ley de Partidos.  

In February 2011, Sortu, a party described as "the new 

Batasuna", was launched. Unlike predecessor parties, Sortu 

explicitly rejects politically motivated violence, including that 

of ETA. However, on 23 March 2011, the Spanish Supreme 

Court banned Sortu from registering as a political party on the 

grounds that it was linked to ETA.  

Social support 

The Spanish transition to democracy from 1975 on and ETA's 

progressive radicalisation had resulted in a steady loss of 

support, which became especially apparent at the time of their 

1997 kidnapping and countdown assassination of Miguel Ángel 

Blanco. Their loss of sympathisers had been reflected in an 

erosion of support for the political parties identified with them. 

In the 1998 Basque parliament elections Euskal Herritarrok, 

formerly Batasuna, polled 17.7% of the votes. However, by 

2001 the party's support had fallen to 10.0%. There were also 

concerns that Spain's "judicial offensive" against alleged ETA 

supporters (two Basque political parties and one NGO were 

banned in September 2008) constituted a threat to human 

rights. Strong evidence was seen that a legal network had 

grown so wide as to lead to the arrest of numerous innocent 



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

 

445  
 

people. According to Amnesty International, torture was still 

"persistent", though not "systematic". Inroads could be 

undermined by judicial short-cuts and abuses of human rights.  

Opinion polls 

The Euskobarometro, the survey carried out by the Universidad 

del País Vasco (University of the Basque Country), asking 

about the views of ETA within the Basque population, obtained 

these results in May 2009: 64% rejected ETA totally, 13% 

identified themselves as former ETA sympathisers who no 

longer support the group. Another 10% agreed with ETA's ends, 

but not their means. 3% said that their attitude towards ETA 

was mainly one of fear, 3% expressed indifference and 3% were 

undecided or did not answer. About 3% gave ETA "justified, 

with criticism" support (supporting the group but criticising 

some of their actions) and only 1% gave ETA total support. 

Even within Batasuna voters, at least 48% rejected ETA's 

violence.  

A poll taken by the Basque Autonomous Government in 

December 2006 during ETA's "permanent" ceasefire showed 

that 88% of the Basques thought that all political parties 

needed to launch a dialogue, including a debate on the 

political framework for the Basque Country (86%). 69% support 

the idea of ratifying the results of this hypothetical multiparty 

dialogue through a referendum. This poll also reveals that the 

hope of a peaceful resolution to the issue of the constitutional 

status of the Basque region has fallen to 78% (from 90% in 

April).  
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These polls did not cover Navarre, where support for Basque 

nationalist electoral options is weaker (around 25% of the 

population); or the Northern Basque Country, where support is 

even weaker (around 15% of the population).  

History 

During Franco's dictatorship 

ETA grew out of a student group called Ekin, founded in the 

early 1950s, which published a magazine and undertook direct 

action. ETA was founded on 31 July 1959 as Euskadi Ta 

Askatasuna ("Basque Homeland and Liberty" or "Basque 

Country and Freedom") by students frustrated by the moderate 

stance of the Basque Nationalist Party. (Originally, the name 

for the organisation used the word Aberri instead of Euskadi, 

creating the acronym ATA. However, in some Basque dialects, 

ata means duck, so the name was changed.)  

ETA held their first assembly in Bayonne, France, in 1962, 

during which a "declaration of principles" was formulated and 

following which a structure of activist cells was developed. 

Subsequently, Marxist and third-worldist perspectives 

developed within ETA, becoming the basis for a political 

programme set out in Federico Krutwig's 1963 book Vasconia, 

which is considered to be the defining text of the movement. In 

contrast to previous Basque nationalist platforms, Krutwig's 

vision was anti-religious and based upon language and culture 

rather than race. ETA's third and fourth assemblies, held in 

1964 and 1965, adopted an anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist 
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position, seeing nationalism and the class struggle as 

intrinsically connected.  

Some sources attributed the 1960 bombing of the Amara 

station in Donostia-San Sebastian (which killed a 22-month-

old child) to ETA, but statistics published by the Spanish 

Ministry of the Interior have always showed that ETA's first 

victim was killed in 1968. The 1960 attack was claimed by the 

Portuguese and Galician left-wing group Directorio 

Revolucionario Ibérico de Liberación (DRIL) (together with four 

other very similar bombings committed that same day across 

Spain, all of them attributed to DRIL), and the attribution to 

ETA has been considered to be unfounded by researchers. 

Police documents dating from 1961, released in 2013, show 

that the DRIL was indeed the author of the bombing. A more 

recent study by the Memorial de Víctimas del Terrorismo based 

on the analysis of police diligences at the time reached the 

same conclusion, naming Guillermo Santoro, member of DRIL, 

as the author of the attack.  

ETA's first killing occurred on 7 June 1968, when Guardia 

Civil member José Pardines Arcay was shot dead after he tried 

to halt ETA member Txabi Etxebarrieta during a routine road 

check. Etxebarrieta was chased down and killed as he tried to 

flee. This led to retaliation in the form of the first planned ETA 

assassination: that of Melitón Manzanas, chief of the secret 

police in San Sebastián and associated with a long record of 

tortures inflicted on detainees in his custody. In December 

1970, several members of ETA were condemned to death in the 

Burgos trials (Proceso de Burgos), but international pressure 

resulted in their sentences being commuted (a process which, 
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however, had by that time already been applied to some other 

members of ETA).  

In early December 1970, ETA kidnapped the German consul in 

San Sebastian, Eugen Beilh, to exchange him for the Burgos 

defendants. He was released unharmed on 24 December.  

Nationalists who refused to follow the tenets of Marxism–

Leninism and who sought to create a united front appeared as 

ETA-V, but lacked the support to challenge ETA.  

The most significant assassination performed by ETA during 

Franco's dictatorship was Operación Ogro, the December 1973 

bomb assassination in Madrid of Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, 

Franco's chosen successor and president of the government (a 

position roughly equivalent to being a prime minister). The 

assassination had been planned for months and was executed 

by placing a bomb in a tunnel dug below the street where 

Carrero Blanco's car passed every day. The bomb blew up 

beneath the politician's car and left a massive crater in the 

road.  

For some in the Spanish opposition, Carrero Blanco's 

assassination, i.e., the elimination of Franco's chosen 

successor was an instrumental step for the subsequent re-

establishment of democracy. The government responded with 

new anti-terrorism laws which gave police greater powers and 

empowered military tribunals to pass death sentences against 

those found guilty. However, the last use of capital punishment 

in Spain when two ETA members were executed in September 

1975, eight weeks before Franco's death, sparked massive 

domestic and international protests against the Spanish 

government.  
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During the transition 

During the Spanish transition to democracy which began 

following Franco's death, ETA split into two separate groups: 

ETA political-military or ETA(pm), and ETA military or ETA(m).  

Both ETA(m) and ETA(pm) refused offers of amnesty, and 

instead pursued and intensified their violent struggle. The 

years 1978–1980 were to prove ETA's most deadly, with 68, 76, 

and 98 fatalities, respectively.  

During the Franco dictatorship, ETA was able to take 

advantage of tolerance by the French government, which 

allowed its members to move freely through French territory, 

believing that in this manner they were contributing to the end 

of Franco's regime. There is much controversy over the degree 

to which this policy of "sanctuary" continued even after the 

transition to democracy, but it is generally agreed that after 

1983 the French authorities started to collaborate with the 

Spanish government against ETA. In the 1980s, ETA(pm) 

accepted the Spanish government's offer of individual pardons 

to all ETA prisoners, even those who had committed violent 

crimes, who publicly abandoned the policy of violence. This 

caused a new division in ETA(pm) between the seventh and 

eighth assemblies. ETA VII accepted this partial amnesty 

granted by the now democratic Spanish government and 

integrated into the political party Euskadiko Ezkerra ("Left of 

the Basque Country").  

ETA VIII, after a brief period of independent activity, eventually 

integrated into ETA(m). With no factions existing anymore, 

ETA(m) reclaimed the original name of Euskadi Ta Askatasuna. 
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GAL 

During the 1980s a "dirty war" ensued using the Grupos 

Antiterroristas de Liberación (GAL, "Antiterrorist Liberation 

Groups"), a paramilitary group which billed themselves as 

counter-terrorist, active between 1983 and 1987. The GAL's 

stated mission was to avenge every ETA killing with another 

killing of ETA exiles in the French department of Pyrénées 

Atlantiques. GAL committed 27 assassinations (all but one in 

France), plus several kidnappings and torture, not only of ETA 

members but of civilians supposedly related to those, some of 

whom turned out to have nothing to do with ETA. GAL 

activities were a follow-up of similar dirty war actions by death 

squads, actively supported by members of Spanish security 

forces and secret services, using names such as Batallón Vasco 

Español active from 1975 to 1981. They were responsible for 

the killing of about 48 people.  

One consequence of GAL's activities in France was the decision 

in 1984 by interior minister Pierre Joxe to permit the 

extradition of ETA suspects to Spain. Reaching this decision 

had taken 25 years and was critical in curbing ETA's 

capabilities by denial of previously safe territory in France.  

The airing of the state-sponsored "dirty war" scheme and the 

imprisonment of officials responsible for GAL in the early 

1990s led to a political scandal in Spain. The group's 

connections with the state were unveiled by the Spanish 

journal El Mundo, with an investigative series leading to the 

GAL plot being discovered and a national trial initiated. As a 
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consequence, the group's attacks since the revelation have 

generally been dubbed state terrorism.  

In 1997 the Spanish Audiencia Nacional court finished its 

trial, which resulted in convictions and imprisonment of 

several individuals related to the GAL, including civil servants 

and politicians up to the highest levels of the Spanish Socialist 

Workers' Party (PSOE) government, such as former Homeland 

Minister José Barrionuevo. Premier Felipe González was quoted 

as saying that the constitutional state has to defend itself 

"even in the sewers" (El Estado de derecho también se defiende 

en las cloacas), something which, for some, indicated at least 

his knowledge of the scheme. However, his involvement with 

the GAL could never be proven.  

These events marked the end of the armed "counter-terrorist" 

period in Spain and no major cases of foul play on the part of 

the Spanish government after 1987 (when GAL ceased to 

operate) have been proven in courts.  

Human rights 

According to the radical nationalist group, Euskal Memoria, 

between 1960 and 2010 there were 465 deaths in the Basque 

Country due to (primarily Spanish) state violence. This figure 

is considerably higher than those given elsewhere, which are 

usually between 250 and 300. Critics of ETA cite only 56 

members of that organisation killed by state forces since 1975.  

ETA members and supporters routinely claim torture at the 

hands of Spanish police forces. While these claims are hard to 

verify, some convictions were based on confessions while 
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prisoners were held incommunicado and without access to a 

lawyer of their choice, for a maximum of five days. These 

confessions were routinely repudiated by the defendants 

during trials as having been extracted under torture. There 

were some successful prosecutions of proven tortures during 

the "dirty war" period of the mid-1980s, although the penalties 

have been considered by Amnesty International as 

unjustifiably light and lenient with co-conspirators and 

enablers.  

In this regard, Amnesty International showed concern for the 

continuous disregard of the recommendations issued by the 

agency to prevent the alleged abuses from possibly taking 

place. Also in this regard, ETA's manuals were found 

instructing its members and supporters to claim routinely that 

they had been tortured while detained. Unai Romano's case 

was very controversial: pictures of him with a symmetrically 

swollen face of uncertain aetiology were published after his 

incommunicado period leading to claims of police abuse and 

torture. Martxelo Otamendi, the ex-director of the Basque 

newspaper Euskaldunon Egunkaria, decided to bring charges in 

September 2008 against the Spanish Government in the 

European Court of Human Rights for "not inspecting properly" 

cases tainted by torture.  

As a result of ETA's violence, threats and killings of 

journalists, Reporters Without Borders included Spain in all 

six editions of its annual watchlist on press freedom up to 

2006. Thus, the NGO included ETA in its watchlist "Predators 

of Press Freedom".  
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Under democracy 

ETA performed their first car bomb assassination in Madrid in 

September 1985, resulting in one death (American citizen 

Eugene Kent Brown, employee of Johnson & Johnson) and 

sixteen injuries; the Plaza República Dominicana bombing in 

July 1986 killed 12 members of the Guardia Civil and injured 

50; on 19 June 1987, the Hipercor bombing was an attack in a 

shopping centre in Barcelona, killing 21 and injuring 45; in the 

last case, entire families were killed. The horror caused then 

was so striking that ETA felt compelled to issue a communiqué 

stating that they had given warning of the Hipercor bomb, but 

that the police had declined to evacuate the area. The police 

said that the warning came only a few minutes before the bomb 

exploded.  

In 1986 Gesto por la Paz (known in English as Association for 

Peace in the Basque Country) was founded; they began to 

convene silent demonstrations in communities throughout the 

Basque Country the day after any violent killing, whether by 

ETA or by GAL. These were the first systematic demonstrations 

in the Basque Country against political violence. Also in 1986, 

in Ordizia, ETA gunned down María Dolores Katarain, known 

as "Yoyes", while she was walking with her infant son. Yoyes 

was a former member of ETA who had abandoned the armed 

struggle and rejoined civil society: they accused her of 

"desertion" because of her taking advantage of the Spanish 

reinsertion policy which granted amnesty to those prisoners 

who publicly renounced political violence (see below).  

On 12 January 1988, all Basque political parties except ETA-

affiliated Herri Batasuna signed the Ajuria-Enea pact with the 
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intent of ending ETA's violence. Weeks later on 28 January, 

ETA announced a 60-day "ceasefire", later prolonged several 

times. Negotiations known as the Mesa de Argel ("Algiers 

Table") took place between the ETA representative Eugenio 

Etxebeste ("Antxon") and the then PSOE government of Spain, 

but no successful conclusion was reached, and ETA eventually 

resumed the use of violence.  

During this period, the Spanish government had a policy 

referred to as "reinsertion", under which imprisoned ETA 

members whom the government believed had genuinely 

abandoned violence could be freed and allowed to rejoin 

society. Claiming a need to prevent ETA from coercively 

impeding this reinsertion, the PSOE government decided that 

imprisoned ETA members, who previously had all been 

imprisoned within the Basque Country, would instead be 

dispersed to prisons throughout Spain, some as far from their 

families as in the Salto del Negro prison in the Canary Islands. 

France has taken a similar approach.  

In the event, the only clear effect of this policy was to incite 

social protest, especially from nationalists and families of the 

prisoners, claiming cruelty of separating family members from 

the insurgents. Much of the protest against this policy runs 

under the slogan "Euskal Presoak – Euskal Herrira" ("Basque 

prisoners to the Basque Country"; by "Basque prisoners" only 

ETA members are meant). It has to be noted that almost in any 

Spanish jail there is a group of ETA prisoners, as the number 

of ETA prisoners makes it difficult to disperse them.  

Gestoras pro Amnistía/Amnistiaren Aldeko Batzordeak ("Pro-

Amnesty Managing Assemblies", currently illegal), later 



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

 

455  
 

Askatasuna ("Freedom") and Senideak ("The Family Members"), 

provided support for prisoners and families. The Basque 

Government and several Nationalist town halls granted money 

on humanitarian reasons for relatives to visit prisoners. The 

long road trips have caused accidental deaths that are 

protested against by Nationalist Prisoner's Family supporters.  

During the ETA ceasefire of the late 1990s, the PSOE 

government brought the prisoners on the islands and in Africa 

back to the mainland. Since the end of the ceasefire, ETA 

prisoners have not been sent back to overseas prisons. Some 

Basque authorities have established grants for the expenses of 

visiting families.  

Another Spanish "counter-terrorist" law puts suspected 

terrorist cases under the central tribunal Audiencia Nacional in 

Madrid, due to the threats by the group over the Basque 

courts. Under Article 509 suspected terrorists are subject to 

being held incommunicado for up to thirteen days, during 

which they have no contact with the outside world other than 

through the court-appointed lawyer, including informing their 

family of their arrest, consultation with private lawyers or 

examination by a physician other than the coroners. In 

comparison, the habeas corpus term for other suspects is three 

days.  

In 1992, ETA's three top leaders—"military" leader Francisco 

Mujika Garmendia ("Pakito"), political leader José Luis Alvarez 

Santacristina ("Txelis") and logistical leader José María Arregi 

Erostarbe ("Fiti"), often referred to collectively as the "cúpula" 

of ETA or as the Artapalo collective—were arrested in the 
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northern Basque town of Bidart, which led to changes in ETA's 

leadership and direction.  

After a two-month truce, ETA adopted even more radical 

positions. The principal consequence of the change appears to 

have been the creation of the "Y Groups", formed by young 

militants of ETA parallel groups (generally minors), dedicated 

to so-called "kale borroka"—street struggle—and whose 

activities included burning buses, street lamps, benches, 

ATMs, and garbage containers, and throwing Molotov cocktails. 

The appearance of these groups was attributed by many to the 

supposed weakness of ETA, which obliged them to resort to 

minors to maintain or augment their impact on society after 

arrests of leading militants, including the "cupola". ETA also 

began to menace leaders of other parties besides rival Basque 

nationalist parties.  

In 1995, the armed group again launched a peace proposal. 

The so-called "Democratic Alternative" replaced the earlier KAS 

Alternative as a minimum proposal for the establishment of 

Euskal Herria. The Democratic Alternative offered the 

cessation of all armed ETA activity if the Spanish government 

would recognize the Basque people as having sovereignty over 

Basque territory, the right to self-determination, and that it 

freed all ETA members in prison. The Spanish government 

ultimately rejected this peace offer as it would go against the 

Spanish Constitution of 1978. Changing the constitution was 

not considered.  

Also in 1995 was a failed ETA car bombing attempt directed 

against José María Aznar, a conservative politician who was 

the leader of the then-opposition Partido Popular (PP) and was 
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shortly after elected to the presidency of the government; there 

was also an abortive attempt in Majorca on the life of King 

Juan Carlos I. Still, the act with the largest social impact came 

the following year. On 10 July 1997, PP council member Miguel 

Ángel Blanco was kidnapped in the Basque town of Ermua, 

with the separatist group threatening to assassinate him 

unless the Spanish government met ETA's demand of starting 

to bring all ETA's inmates to prisons of the Basque Country 

within two days after the kidnapping.  

This demand was not met by the Spanish government and after 

three days Miguel Ángel Blanco was found shot dead when the 

deadline expired. More than six million people took out to the 

streets to demand his liberation, with massive demonstrations 

occurring as much in the Basque regions as elsewhere in 

Spain, chanting cries of "Assassins" and "Basques yes, ETA 

no". This response came to be known as the "Spirit of Ermua".  

Later acts of violence included the 6 November 2001 car bomb 

in Madrid which injured 65 people, and attacks on football 

stadiums and tourist destinations throughout Spain.  

The 11 September 2001 attacks in the US appeared to have 

dealt a hard blow to ETA, owing to the worldwide toughening of 

"anti-terrorist" measures (such as the freezing of bank 

accounts), the increase in international policy coordination, 

and the end of the toleration some countries had, up until 

then, extended to ETA. Additionally, in 2002 the Basque 

nationalist youth movement, Jarrai, was outlawed and the law 

of parties was changed outlawing Herri Batasuna, the "political 

arm" of ETA (although even before the change in law, Batasuna 
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had been largely paralysed and under judicial investigation by 

judge Baltasar Garzón).  

With ever-increasing frequency, attempted ETA actions were 

frustrated by Spanish security forces.  

On 24 December 2003, in San Sebastián and in Hernani, 

National Police arrested two ETA members who had left 

dynamite in a railroad car prepared to explode in Chamartín 

Station in Madrid. On 1 March 2004, in a place between Alcalá 

de Henares and Madrid, a light truck with 536 kg of explosives 

was discovered by the Guardia Civil.  

ETA was initially blamed for the 2004 Madrid bombings by the 

outgoing government and large sections of the press. However, 

the group denied responsibility and Islamic fundamentalists 

from Morocco were eventually convicted. The judicial 

investigation currently states that there is no relationship 

between ETA and the Madrid bombings.  

2006 ceasefire declaration and 

subsequent discontinuation 

In the context of negotiation with the Spanish government, ETA 

declared what it described as a "truce" several times since its 

creation.  

On 22 March 2006, ETA sent a DVD message to the Basque 

Network Euskal Irrati-Telebista and the journals Gara and 

Berria with a communiqué from the group announcing what it 
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called a "permanent ceasefire" that was broadcast over Spanish 

TV.  

Talks with the group were then officially opened by Spanish 

Presidente del Gobierno José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero.  

These took place all over 2006, not free from incidents such as 

an ETA cell stealing some 300 handguns, ammunition and 

spare parts in France in October 2006. or a series of warnings 

made by ETA such as the one of 23 September, when masked 

ETA militants declared that the group would "keep taking up 

arms" until achieving "independence and socialism in the 

Basque country", which were regarded by some as a way to 

increase pressure on the talks, by others as a tactic to 

reinforce ETA's position in the negotiations.  

Finally, on 30 December 2006 ETA detonated a van bomb after 

three confusing warning calls, in a parking building at the 

Madrid Barajas international airport. The explosion caused the 

collapse of the building and killed two Ecuadorian immigrants 

who were napping inside their cars in the parking building. At 

6:00 pm, José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero released a statement 

stating that the "peace process" had been discontinued.  

2008 to present 

In January 2008, ETA stated that its call for independence is 

similar to that of the Kosovo status and Scotland. In the week 

of 8 September 2008, two Basque political parties were banned 

by a Spanish court for their secretive links to ETA. In another 

case in the same week, 21 people were convicted whose work 

on behalf of ETA prisoners actually belied secretive links to the 
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armed separatists themselves. ETA reacted to these actions by 

placing three major car bombs in less than 24 hours in 

northern Spain.  

In April 2009 Jurdan Martitegi was arrested, making him the 

fourth consecutive ETA military chief to be captured within a 

single year, an unprecedented police record, further weakening 

the group. Violence surged in the middle of 2009, with several 

ETA attacks leaving three people dead and dozens injured 

around Spain. Amnesty International condemned these attacks 

as well as ETA's "grave human rights abuses".  

The Basque newspaper Gara published an article that 

suggested that ETA member Jon Anza could have been killed 

and buried by Spanish police in April 2009. The central 

prosecutor in the French town of Bayonne, Anne Kayanakis, 

announced, as the official version, that the autopsy carried out 

on the body of Jon Anza – a suspected member of the armed 

Basque group ETA, missing since April 2009 – revealed no 

signs of having been beaten, wounded or shot, which should 

rule out any suspicions that he died from unnatural causes. 

Nevertheless, that very magistrate denied the demand of the 

family asking for the presence of a family doctor during the 

autopsy. After this, Jon Anza's family members asked for a 

second autopsy to be carried out.  

In December 2009, Spain raised its terror alert after warning 

that ETA could be planning major attacks or high-profile 

kidnappings during Spain's European Union presidency. The 

next day, after being asked by the opposition, Alfredo Pérez 

Rubalcaba said that warning was part of a strategy.  
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2010 ceasefire 

On 5 September 2010, ETA declared a new ceasefire, its third 

after two previous ceasefires were ended by the group. A 

spokesperson speaking on a video announcing the ceasefire 

said the group wished to use "peaceful, democratic means" to 

achieve its aims, though it was not specified whether the 

ceasefire was considered permanent by the group. ETA claimed 

that it had decided to initiate a ceasefire several months before 

the announcement. In the part of the video, the spokesperson 

said that the group was "prepared today as yesterday to agree 

to the minimum democratic conditions necessary to put in 

motion a democratic process if the Spanish government is 

willing".  

The announcement was met with a mixed reaction; Basque 

nationalist politicians responded positively and said that the 

Spanish and international governments should do the same, 

while the Spanish interior counsellor of Basque, Rodolfo Ares, 

said that the committee did not go far enough. He said that he 

considered ETA's statement "absolutely insufficient" because it 

did not commit to a complete termination of what Ares 

considered "terrorist activity" by the group.  

2011 permanent ceasefire and 

cessation of armed activity 

On 10 January 2011, ETA declared that their September 2010 

ceasefire would be permanent and verifiable by international 
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observers. Observers urged caution, pointing out that ETA had 

broken permanent ceasefires in the past, whereas Prime 

Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero (who left office in 

December 2011) demanded that ETA declare that it had given 

up violence once and for all. After the declaration, Spanish 

press started speculating of a possible Real IRA-type split 

within ETA, with hardliners forming a new more violent 

offshoot led by "Dienteputo".  

On 21 October 2011, ETA announced a cessation of armed 

activity via video clip sent to media outlets following the 

Donostia-San Sebastián International Peace Conference, which 

was attended by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 

former Taoiseach of Ireland Bertie Ahern, former Prime 

Minister of Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland (an international 

leader in sustainable development and public health), former 

Interior Minister of France Pierre Joxe, president of Sinn Féin 

Gerry Adams (a Teachta Dála in Dáil Éireann), and British 

diplomat Jonathan Powell, who served as the first Downing 

Street Chief of Staff.  

They all signed a final declaration that was supported also by 

former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, the former US president 

and 2002 Nobel Peace Prize winner Jimmy Carter, and the 

former US senator and former US Special Envoy for Middle 

East Peace George J. Mitchell. The meeting did not include 

Spanish or French government representatives. The day after 

the ceasefire, in a contribution piece to The New York Times, 

Tony Blair indicated that lessons in dealing with paramilitary 

separatist groups can be learned from how the Spanish 

administration handled ETA. Blair wrote, "governments must 

firmly defend themselves, their principles and their people 
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against terrorists. This requires good police and intelligence 

work as well as political determination. [However], firm 

security pressure on terrorists must be coupled with offering 

them a way out when they realize that they cannot win by 

violence. Terrorist groups are rarely defeated by military means 

alone". Blair also suggested that Spain would need to discuss 

weapon decommissioning, peace strategies, reparations for 

victims, and security with ETA, as Britain discussed with the 

Provisional IRA.  

ETA has declared ceasefires many times before, most 

significantly in 1999 and 2006, but the Spanish government 

and media outlets expressed particularly hopeful opinions 

regarding the permanence of this proclamation. Spanish 

premier José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero described the move as "a 

victory for democracy, law and reason". Additionally, the effort 

of security and intelligence forces in Spain and France are 

cited by politicians as the primary instruments responsible for 

the weakening of ETA. The optimism may come as a surprise 

considering ETA's failure to renounce the independence 

movement, which has been one of the Spanish government's 

requirements.  

Less optimistically, Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy of 

the centre-right People's Party expressed the need to push for 

the full dissolution of ETA. The People's Party has emphasized 

the obligation of the state to refuse negotiations with 

separatist movements since former Prime Minister José María 

Aznar was in office. Aznar was responsible for banning media 

outlets seen as subversive to the state and Batasuna, the 

political party of ETA. Additionally, in preparation for his 

party's manifesto, on 30 October 2011, Rajoy declared that the 
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People's Party would not negotiate with ETA under threats of 

violence nor announcements of the group's termination, but 

would instead focus party efforts on remembering and 

honouring victims of separatist violence.  

This event may not alter the goals of the Basque separatist 

movement but will change the method of the fight for a more 

autonomous state. Negotiations with the newly elected 

administration may prove difficult with the return to the 

centre-right People's Party, which is replacing Socialist 

control, due to pressure from within the party to refuse all ETA 

negotiations.  

In September 2016, French police stated that they did not 

believe ETA had made progress in giving up arms. In March 

2017, well-known French-Basque activist Jean-Noël 

Etxeverry [ fr ] was quoted as having told Le Monde, "ETA has 

made us responsible for the disarmament of its arsenal, and by 

the afternoon of 8 April, ETA will be completely unarmed." On 

7 April, the BBC reported that ETA would disarm "tomorrow", 

including a photo of a stamped ETA letter attesting to this. The 

French police found 3.5 tonnes of weapons on 8 April, the 

following day, at the caches handed over by ETA.  

ETA, for its part, issued a statement endorsing the 2017 

Catalan independence referendum.  

End of political activity 

In a letter to online newspaper El Diario, published on 2 May 

2018, ETA formally announced that it had "completely 
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dissolved all its structures and ended its political initiative" on 

16 April 2018.  

Victims, tactics and attacks 

Victims 

ETA's targets expanded from military or police-related 

personnel and their families to a wider array, which included 

the following:  

• Spanish military and police personnel, active duty or

retired. The barracks of the Guardia Civil also

provide housing for their families, thus, attacks on

the barracks have also resulted in deaths of

relatives, including children. As the regional police

(Ertzaintza in the Basque Country and Mossos

d'Esquadra in Catalonia) took a greater role in

combating ETA, they were added to their list of

targets.

• Businessmen (such as Javier Ybarra and Ignacio

Uria Mendizabal): these are mainly targeted in order

to extort them for the so-called "revolutionary tax".

Refusal to pay has been punished with

assassinations, kidnappings for ransom or bombings

of their business.

• Prison officers such as José Antonio Ortega Lara.

• Elected parliamentarians, city councillors and ex-

councillors, politicians in general: most prominently

Luis Carrero Blanco (killed in 1973). Dozens of

politicians belonging to the People's Party (PP) and
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Spanish Socialist Workers' Party (PSOE) were 

assassinated or maimed. Some Basque nationalist 

politicians from the PNV party, such as Juan Mari 

Atutxa, also received threats. Hundreds of politicians 

in Spain required a constant bodyguard service. 

Bodyguards are contingent victims as well. In 2005 

ETA announced that it would no longer "target" 

elected politicians. Nonetheless, ETA killed ex-

council member Isaías Carrasco in 

Mondragon/Arrasate on 7 March 2008. 

• Judges and prosecutors. Particularly threatened 

were the members of the Spanish anti-terrorist 

court: the Audiencia Nacional. 

• University professors who publicly expressed ideas 

that countered armed Basque separatism: such as 

Manuel Broseta or Francisco Tomás y Valiente. In 

the latter case, the shooting resulted in more than 

half a million people protesting against ETA. 

• Journalists: some of these professionals began to be 

labelled by ETA as targets starting with the killing of 

journalist José Luis López de la Calle, assassinated 

in May 2000. 

• Economic targets: a wide array of private or public 

property considered valuable assets of Spain, 

especially railroads, tourist sites, industries, or 

malls. 

• Exceptionally, ETA also assassinated former ETA 

members such as María Dolores Katarain as a 

reprisal for having left the group. 

• A number of ETA attacks by car bomb caused 

random civilian casualties, like ETA's bloodiest 

attack, the bombing in 1987 of the subterranean 
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parking lot of the Hipercor supermarket in Barcelona 

which killed 21 civilians and left 45 seriously 

wounded, of whom 20 were left disabled; also the 

attack of Plaza de Callao in Madrid. 

Tactics 

ETA's tactics included: 

• Direct attacks: killing by shooting the victim in the

nape.

• Bombings (often with car bombs). When the bombs

targeted individuals for assassination they were

often surreptitiously rigged in the victim's car. The

detonating systems varied. They were rarely

manually ignited but instead, for example, wired so

the bomb would explode on the ignition or when the

car went over a set speed limit. Sometimes the bomb

was placed inside a stolen car with false plates,

parked along the route of the objective, and the

explosive remotely activated when the target passed

by (e.g. V.I.P. cars, police patrols or military

vehicles).

These bombs sometimes killed family members of ETA's target 

victim and bystanders. When the bombs were large car-bombs 

seeking to produce large damage and terror, they were 

generally announced by one or more telephone calls made to 

newspapers speaking in the name of ETA. Charities (usually 

Detente Y Ayuda—DYA) were also used to announce the threat 

if the bomb was in a populated area. The type of explosives 

used in these attacks was initially Goma-2 or self-produced 
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ammonal. After several successful robberies in France, ETA 

began using Titadyne. 

• Shells: hand-made mortars (the Jo ta ke model) were 

occasionally used to attack military or police bases. 

Their lack of precision was probably the reason their 

use was discontinued. 

• Anonymous threats: often delivered in the Basque 

Country by placards or graffiti. Such threats forced 

many people into hiding or exile from the Basque 

Country and were used to prevent people from freely 

expressing political ideas other than Basque 

nationalist ones. 

• Extortion or blackmail: called by ETA a 

"revolutionary tax", demanding money from a 

business owner in the Basque Country or elsewhere 

in Spain, under threats to him and his family, up to 

and including death threats. Occasionally, some 

French Basques were threatened in this manner, 

such as footballer Bixente Lizarazu. ETA moves the 

extorted funds to accounts in Liechtenstein and 

other fiscal havens. According to French judiciary 

sources, as of 2008 ETA exacted an estimated 

• 900,000 a year in this manner. 

• Kidnapping: often as a punishment for failing to pay 

the blackmail known as "revolutionary tax", but was 

also used to try to force the government to free ETA 

prisoners under the threat of killing the kidnapped, 

as in the kidnapping and subsequent execution of 

Miguel Angel Blanco. ETA often hid the kidnapped in 

underground chambers without windows, called 

zulos, of very reduced dimensions for extended 
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periods. Also, people robbed of their vehicles would 

usually be tied up and abandoned in an isolated 

place to allow those who carjacked them to escape. 

• Robbery: ETA members also stole weapons,

explosives, machines for license plates and vehicles.

Activity 

With its attacks against what they considered "enemies of the 

Basque people", ETA killed over 820 people since 1968, 

including more than 340 civilians. It maimed hundreds more 

and kidnapped dozens.  

Its ability to inflict violence had declined steadily since the 

group was at its strongest during the late 1970s and 1980 

(when it killed 92 people in a single year). After decreasing 

peaks in the fatal casualties in 1987 and 1991, 2000 was the 

last year when ETA killed more than 20 in a single year. After 

2002, the yearly number of ETA's fatal casualties was reduced 

to single digits.  

Similarly, over the 1990s and, especially, during the 2000s, 

fluid cooperation between the French and Spanish police, 

state-of-the-art tracking devices and techniques and, 

apparently, police infiltration allowed increasingly repeating 

blows to ETA's leadership and structure (between May 2008 

and April 2009 no less than four consecutive "military chiefs" 

were arrested).  

ETA operated mainly in Spain, particularly in the Basque 

Country, Navarre, and (to a lesser degree) Madrid, Barcelona, 
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and the tourist areas of the Spanish Mediterranean coast. To 

date, about 65% of ETA's killings were committed in the 

Basque Country, followed by Madrid with roughly 15%. Navarre 

and Catalonia also registered significant numbers.  

Actions in France usually consisted of assaults on arsenals or 

military industries to steal weapons or explosives; these were 

usually stored in large quantities in hide-outs located in the 

French Basque Country rather than Spain. The French judge 

Laurence Le Vert was threatened by ETA and a plot arguably 

aiming to assassinate her was unveiled. Only very rarely have 

ETA members engaged in shootings with the French 

Gendarmerie. This often occurred mainly when members of the 

group were confronted at checkpoints. Despite this, on 1 

December 2007 ETA killed two Spanish Civil Guards on 

counter-terrorist surveillance duties in Capbreton, Landes, 

France. This was its first killing after it ended its 2006 

declaration of "permanent ceasefire" and the first killing 

committed by ETA in France of a Spanish police agent since 

1976, when they kidnapped, tortured and assassinated two 

Spanish inspectors in Hendaye.  

Financing 

In 2007, police reports pointed out that, after the serious 

blows suffered by ETA and its political counterparts during the 

2000s, its budget would have been adjusted to • 2,000,000 

annually. Although ETA used robbery as a means of financing 

its activities in its early days, it was accused both of arms 

trafficking and of benefiting economically from its political 

counterpart Batasuna. Extortion was ETA's main source of 

funds.  
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Basque nationalist context 

ETA was considered to form part of what is informally known 

as the Basque National Liberation Movement, a movement born 

much after ETA's creation. This loose term refers to a range of 

political organizations that are ideologically similar, 

comprising several distinct organizations that promote a type 

of leftist Basque nationalism that is often referred to by the 

Basque-language term Ezker Abertzalea (Nationalist Left). 

Other groups typically considered to belong to this 

independentist movement are the political party Batasuna, the 

nationalist youth organization Segi, the labour union Langile 

Abertzaleen Batzordeak (LAB), and Askatasuna among others. 

There are often strong interconnections between these groups, 

double or even triple membership are not infrequent.  

There are Basque nationalist parties with similar goals as 

those of ETA (namely, independence) but who openly reject 

their violent means. They are: EAJ-PNV, Eusko Alkartasuna, 

Aralar and, in the French Basque country, Abertzaleen 

Batasuna. Also, many left-wing parties, such as Ezker Batua, 

Batzarre and some sectors of the EAJ-PNV party, also support 

self-determination but are not in favour of independence.  

French role 

Historically, members of ETA took refuge in France, 

particularly the French Basque Country. The leadership 

typically chose to live in France for security reasons, where 

police pressure was much less than in Spain. Accordingly, 



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

 

472  
 

ETA's tactical approach had been to downplay the issue of 

independence of the French Basque country so as to get French 

acquiescence for their activities. The French government 

quietly tolerated the group, especially during Franco's regime, 

when ETA members could face the death penalty in Spain. In 

the 1980s, the advent of the GAL still hindered counter-

terrorist cooperation between France and Spain, with the 

French government considering ETA a Spanish domestic 

problem. At the time, ETA members often travelled between the 

two countries using the French sanctuary as a base of 

operations.  

With the disbanding of the GAL, the French government 

changed its position on the matter and in the 1990s initiated 

the ongoing period of active cooperation with the Spanish 

government against ETA, including fast-track transfers of 

detainees to Spanish tribunals that are regarded as fully 

compliant with European Union legislation on human rights 

and the legal representation of detainees. Virtually all of the 

highest ranks within ETA –including their successive 

"military", "political" or finances chiefs – have been captured in 

French territory, from where they had been plotting their 

activities after having crossed the border from Spain.  

In response to the new situation, ETA carried out attacks 

against French policemen and made threats to some French 

judges and prosecutors. This implied a change from the 

group's previous low-profile in the French Basque Country, 

which successive ETA leaders had used to discreetly manage 

their activities in Spain.  
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Government response 

ETA considered its prisoners political prisoners. Until 2003, 

ETA consequently forbade them to ask penal authorities for 

progression to tercer grado (a form of open prison that allows 

single-day or weekend furloughs) or parole. Before that date, 

those who did so were menaced and expelled from the group. 

Some were assassinated by ETA for leaving the group and going 

through reinsertion programs.  

The Spanish Government passed the Ley de Partidos Políticos. 

This is a law barring political parties that support violence and 

do not condemn terrorist actions or are involved with terrorist 

groups. The law resulted in the banning of Herri Batasuna and 

its successor parties unless they explicitly condemned terrorist 

actions and, at times, imprisoning or trying some of its leaders 

who have been indicted for cooperation with ETA.  

Judge Baltasar Garzón initiated a judicial procedure (coded as 

18/98), aimed towards the support structure of ETA. This 

procedure started in 1998 with the preventive closure of the 

newspaper Egin (and its associated radio-station Egin Irratia), 

accused of being linked to ETA, and temporary imprisoning the 

editor of its "investigative unit", Pepe Rei, under similar 

accusations. In August 1999 Judge Baltasar Garzón authorized 

the reopening of the newspaper and the radio, but they could 

not reopen due to economic difficulties.  

Judicial procedure 18/98 has many ramifications, including 

the following:  
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• A trial against a little-known organization called 

Xaki, acquitted in 2001 as the "international 

network" of ETA. 

• A trial against the youths' movement Jarrai- Haika-

Segi, accused of contributing to street violence in an 

organized form and connivance with ETA. 

• Another trial against Pepe Rei and his new 

investigation magazine Ardi Beltza (Black Sheep). The 

magazine was also closed down. 

• A trial against the political organization Ekin 

(Action), accused of promoting civil disobedience. 

• A trial against the organization Joxemi Zumalabe 

Fundazioa, which was once again accused of 

promoting civil disobedience. 

• A trial against the prisoner support movement 

Amnistiaren Aldeko Komiteak. 

• A trial against Batasuna and the Herriko Tabernak 

(people's taverns), accused of acting as a network of 

meeting centres for members and supporters of ETA. 

Batasuna was outlawed in all forms. Most taverns 

continue working normally as their ownership is not 

directly linked to Batasuna. 

• A trial against the league of Basque-language 

academies AEK. The case was dropped in 2001. 

• Another trial against Ekin, accusing Iker Casnova of 

managing the finances of ETA. 

• A trial against the association of Basque 

municipalities Udalbiltza. 

• The closing of the newspaper Euskaldunon 

Egunkaria in 2003 and the imprisonment and trial of 

its editor, Martxelo Otamendi, due to links with ETA 
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accounting and fundraising, and other journalists 

(some of whom reported torture). 

In 2007, indicted members of the youth movements Haika, Segi 

and Jarrai were found guilty of a crime of connivance with 

terrorism.  

In May 2008, leading ETA figures were arrested in Bordeaux, 

France. Francisco Javier López Peña, also known as 'Thierry,' 

had been on the run for twenty years before his arrest. A final 

total of arrests brought in six people, including ETA members 

and supporters, including the ex-Mayor of Andoain, José 

Antonio Barandiarán, who is rumoured to have led police to 

'Thierry'. The Spanish Interior Ministry claimed the relevance 

of the arrests would come in time with the investigation. 

Furthermore, the Interior Minister said that those members of 

ETA now arrested had ordered the latest attacks and that 

senior ETA member Francisco Javier López Peña was "not just 

another arrest because he is, in all probability, the man who 

has most political and military weight in the terrorist group."  

After Lopez Pena's arrest, along with the Basque referendum 

being put on hold, police work has been on the rise. On 22 

July 2008, Spanish police dismantled the most active cell of 

ETA by detaining nine suspected members of the group. 

Interior Minister Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba said about the 

arrests: "We can't say this is the only ETA unit but it was the 

most active, most dynamic and of course the most wanted one." 

Four days later French police also arrested two suspects 

believed to be tied to the same active cell. The two suspects 

were: Asier Eceiza considered a top aide to a senior ETA 
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operative still sought by police, and Olga Comes, whom 

authorities have linked to the ETA suspects.  

International response 

The European Union and the United States listed ETA as a 

terrorist group in their relevant watch lists. ETA has been a 

Proscribed Organisation in the United Kingdom under the 

Terrorism Act 2000 since 29 March 2001. The Canadian 

Parliament listed ETA as a terrorist group in 2003.  

France and Spain have often shown co-operation in the fight 

against ETA, after France's lack of co-operation during the 

Franco era. In late 2007, two Spanish guards were shot to 

death in France when on a joint operation with their French 

counterparts. Furthermore, in May 2008, the arrests of four 

people in Bordeaux led to a breakthrough against ETA, 

according to the Spanish Interior Ministry.  

In 2008, as ETA activity increased, France increased its 

pressure on ETA by arresting more ETA suspects, including 

Unai Fano, María Lizarraga, and Esteban Murillo Zubiri in 

Bidarrain. He had been wanted by the Spanish authorities 

since 2007 when a Europol arrest warrant was issued against 

him. French judicial authorities had already ordered that he be 

held in prison on remand.  

Spain has also sought cooperation from the United Kingdom in 

dealing with ETA-IRA ties. In 2008, this came to light after 

Iñaki de Juana Chaos, whose release from prison was cancelled 

on appeal, had moved to Belfast. He was thought to be staying 

at an IRA safe house while being sought by the Spanish 
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authorities. Interpol notified the judge, Eloy Velasco, that he 

was in either the Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland.  

Other related armed groups 

Disbanded violent groups 

• Anti-ETA groups:  

• Acción Nacional Española 

• ATE (Anti-Terrorismo ETA) 

• Batallón Vasco Español 

• Grupos Antiterroristas de Liberación (GAL) 

• Guerrilleros de Cristo Rey 

• Minor Basque nationalist and radical left-wing 

groups:  

• Iparretarrak 

• Iraultza 

• Comandos Autónomos Anticapitalistas 

• Euskal Zuzentasuna 

• Hordago 

• Irrintzi 

International links 

• ETA was known to have had 'fraternal' contacts with 

the Provisional Irish Republican Army; the two 

groups have both, at times, characterized their 

struggles as parallel. Links between the two groups 

go back to at least March 1974. ETA purchased 

Strela 2 surface-to-air missiles from the IRA and in 
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2001 unsuccessfully attempted to shoot down a jet 

carrying the Spanish Prime Minister, José María 

Aznar. It has also had links with other militant left-

wing movements in Europe and other places 

throughout the world. 

• In 1999 ETA commandos teamed up with the (now

self-dissolved) Breton Revolutionary Army to steal

explosives from magazines in Brittany.

• The Colombian government stated that there are

contacts between ETA and the Colombian guerrillas

FARC. The recent capture of FARC's leaders'

computers, and leaked email exchanges between

both groups, show that ETA members received

training from FARC. Apparently, FARC asked for help

from ETA to conduct future attacks in Spain, but the

Anncol news agency later denied it, clarifying that

the Spanish capital Madrid had been confused with a

city in northern Colombia also named Madrid.

Following a judicial investigation, it was reported

that FARC and ETA had held meetings in Colombia,

exchanging information about combat tactics and

methods of activating explosives through mobile

phones. The two organizations were said to have met

at least three times. One of the meetings involved

two ETA representatives and two FARC leaders, at a

FARC camp, and lasted for a week in 2003. FARC

also offered to hide ETA fugitives while requesting

anti-air missiles, as well as asking ETA to supply

medical experts who could work at FARC prison

camps for more than a year. Besides, and more

controversially, FARC also asked ETA to stage

attacks and kidnappings on its behalf in Europe.
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• Italian author and mafia specialist Roberto Saviano

pointed to a relationship of the group with the Mafia.

According to this view, ETA trafficked cocaine which

it got via its FARC contacts, then traded it with the

Mafia for guns.

• Several ex-militants were sent from France through

Panama to reside in Cuba after an agreement of the

Spanish government (under Felipe González) with

Cuba. The United States Department of State has no

information on their activities on Cuban territory.

• Mapuche groups in the Argentine province of

Neuquén have been accused of being trained by both

ETA and FARC. Local Mapuches have classified the

rumours as part of a plot by businessmen and other

Argentines. The United States diplomatic cables leak

revealed by WikiLeaks showed the government of

Michelle Bachelet had asked the United States aid in

investigating a possible FARC-ETA-Mapuche link.

In the media 

Films 

Documentary films 

• Asesinato en febrero at IMDb, about the families of

Basque politician Fernando Buesa and his

bodyguard, both killed by ETA.
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• The Basque Ball: The Skin Against the Stone, (La 

Pelota Vasca, 2003) about the Basque conflict by 

filmmaker Julio Medem: interviews about Basque 

nationalism and politics. Includes testimonials of 

ETA victims and relatives of ETA prisoners. 

• Perseguidos at IMDb, Eterio Ortega and Elías 

Querejeta interview local councillors threatened by 

ETA. 

• Trece entre mil at IMDb, the testimony of some of 

ETA's victims in the last 30 years by filmmaker Iñaki 

Arteta. 

• 48 horas: A movie about the kidnapping of Miguel 

Angel Blanco and his subsequent murder 

• ETA. Une histoire basque, about the history of ETA 

• In 2009 a video posted on YouTube subtitled in 

French shows an inside view of an ETA cell with 

their methods of action, notably, bomb making and 

ID card falsification. Also, there is footage of outdoor 

military training and of the Basque Warrior Day 

(Gudari Eguna). 

• Chronique Basque About a Basque politician who is 

the target of an ETA death threat. 

• Asier ETA biok ("Asier and/ETA I", 2013) Filmmaker 

Aitor Merino explores his relation with his childhood 

friend Asier Aranguren, who had become an ETA 

member. 

• El fin de ETA a documentary about the history of 

ETA 
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Other fact-based films about ETA 

• Commando Txikia (José Luis Madrid, 1977)

• Operación Ogro (Operation Ogre, 1979), Gillo

Pontecorvo's film about the assassination of Luis

Carrero Blanco.

• El proceso de Burgos ("The Burgos Trial", Imanol

Uribe, 1979)

• Escape from Segovia (1981) at IMDb, about the

Segovia prison break when ETA prisoners escaped

from Segovia prison.

• Proceso a ETA at IMDb ("The Trial of ETA", Manuel

Macià, 1988)

• Yoyes, María Dolores Katarain, also known as Yoyes,

tries to leave ETA and is killed by her former

comrades.

• El lobo, based on the life of Mikel Lejarza, who,

prompted by the Spanish police, entered ETA to be a

double agent.

• GAL at IMDb, about the journalistic research leading

to the uncovering of the state-supported GAL.

• Tiro en la Cabeza (2008) (A bullet in the head), about

the life of an ETA member the day he will kill two

Spanish Policemen in Capbreton, France.

• Una Bala Para el Rey at IMDb ("A Bullet for the

King", March 2009) about ETA's failed plot to murder

Juan Carlos I during his holidays in Majorca in

1995. 
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Fictional films featuring ETA members 

and actions 

• El caso Almería ("The Almería Case", Pedro Costa 

Musté, 1983) 

• La Muerte de Mikel ("The Death of Mikel", Imanol 

Uribe, 1983) 

• it:Goma 2 (José Antonio de la Loma, 1984) 

• Ander y Yul ("Ander and Yul", Ana Díez, 1988) 

• Días de humo ("Days of Smoke", Antton Eceiza, 1989) 

• Sombras en una batalla ("Shadows in a Battle", Mario 

Camus, 1993) 

• Días contados ("Counted Days", Imanol Uribe, 1994) 

• A ciegas ("[Blinded (1997 film)|Blinded}]", Daniel 

Calparsoro, 1997) 

• The Jackal (Michael Caton-Jones, 1997) 

• El viaje de Arián ("Arián's Voyage", Eduard Bosch, 

2001) 

• La voz de su amo ("His Master's Voice", Emilio 

Martínez Lázaro, 2001) 

• Esos cielos ("Those skies", Aitzpea Goenaga, 2006) 

• Todos estamos invitados ("We are all invited", Manuel 

Gutiérrez Aragón, 2008) 

• Casa de mi padre ("My Father's House", Gorka 

Merchán, 2008) 

• Celda 211 ("Cell 211", Daniel Monzón, 2009) 

• Carlos (Olivier Assayas, 2010) 

• Bomb Scared (Borga Cabeaga, 2017) 

• Patria ("Fatherland", Aitor Gabilondo, 2020). Based 

on the novel Patria (Fernando Aramburu, 2016) 
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fictional, but based on the social conflict between 

families of ETA members and families of the victims. 

Novels 

• The Spanish Game (Charles Cumming, 2006)

• The Sands of Time (Sidney Sheldon, 1988)

• The Fish of Bitterness(Los peces de la amargura) in

Spanish (Fernando Aramburu, 2006)

• A Basque Story (M. Bryce Ternet, 2009)

• Fatherland(Patria) in Spanish (Fernando Aramburu,

2016) 



Chapter 11 

European Economic Community 

The European Economic Community (EEC) was a regional 

organization that aimed to bring about economic integration 

among its member states. It was created by the Treaty of Rome 

of 1957. Upon the formation of the European Union in 1993, 

the EEC was incorporated into the EU and renamed the 

European Community (EC). In 2009, the EC formally ceased to 

exist and its institutions were directly absorbed by the EU. 

This made the Union the formal successor institution of the 

Community.  

The Community's initial aim was to bring about economic 

integration, including a common market and customs union, 

among its six founding members: Belgium, France, Italy, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands and West Germany. It gained a 

common set of institutions along with the European Coal and 

Steel Community (ECSC) and the European Atomic Energy 

Community (EURATOM) as one of the European Communities 

under the 1965 Merger Treaty (Treaty of Brussels). In 1993 a 

complete single market was achieved, known as the internal 

market, which allowed for the free movement of goods, capital, 

services, and people within the EEC. In 1994 the internal 

market was formalised by the EEA agreement. This agreement 

also extended the internal market to include most of the 

member states of the European Free Trade Association, forming 

the European Economic Area, which encompasses 15 

countries.  
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Upon the entry into force of the Maastricht Treaty in 1993, the 

EEC was renamed the European Community to reflect that it 

covered a wider range than economic policy. This was also 

when the three European Communities, including the EC, were 

collectively made to constitute the first of the three pillars of 

the European Union, which the treaty also founded. The EC 

existed in this form until it was abolished by the 2009 Treaty 

of Lisbon, which incorporated the EC's institutions into the 

EU's wider framework and provided that the EU would "replace 

and succeed the European Community".  

The EEC was also known as the European Common Market in 

the English-speaking countries and sometimes referred to as 

the European Community even before it was officially renamed 

as such in 1993.  

History 

Background 

In 1951, the Treaty of Paris was signed, creating the European 

Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). This was an international 

community based on supranationalism and international law, 

designed to help the economy of Europe and prevent future war 

by integrating its members.  

With the aim of creating a federal Europe two further 

communities were proposed: a European Defence Community 

and a European Political Community. While the treaty for the 

latter was being drawn up by the Common Assembly, the ECSC 

parliamentary chamber, the proposed defense community was 
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rejected by the French Parliament. ECSC President Jean 

Monnet, a leading figure behind the communities, resigned 

from the High Authority in protest and began work on 

alternative communities, based on economic integration rather 

than political integration. After the Messina Conference in 

1955, Paul Henri Spaak was given the task to prepare a report 

on the idea of a customs union. The so-called Spaak Report of 

the Spaak Committee formed the cornerstone of the 

intergovernmental negotiations at Val Duchesse conference 

centre in 1956. Together with the Ohlin Report the Spaak 

Report would provide the basis for the Treaty of Rome.  

In 1956, Paul Henri Spaak led the Intergovernmental 

Conference on the Common Market and Euratom at the Val 

Duchesse conference centre, which prepared for the Treaty of 

Rome in 1957. The conference led to the signature, on 25 

March 1957, of the Treaty of Rome establishing a European 

Economic Community.  

Creation and early years 

• The resulting communities were the European

Economic Community (EEC) and the European

Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM or sometimes

EAEC). These were markedly less supranational than

the previous communities, due to protests from some

countries that their sovereignty was being infringed

(however there would still be concerns with the

behaviour of the Hallstein Commission). Germany

became a founding member of the EEC, and Konrad

Adenauer was made leader in a very short time. The

first formal meeting of the Hallstein Commission was
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held on 16 January 1958 at the Chateau de Val-

Duchesse. The EEC (direct ancestor of the modern 

Community) was to create a customs union while 

Euratom would promote co-operation in the nuclear 

power sphere. The EEC rapidly became the most 

important of these and expanded its activities. One 

of the first important accomplishments of the EEC 

was the establishment (1962) of common price levels 

for agricultural products. In 1968, internal tariffs 

(tariffs on trade between member nations) were 

removed on certain products.  

Another crisis was triggered in regard to proposals for the 

financing of the Common Agricultural Policy, which came into 

force in 1962. The transitional period whereby decisions were 

made by unanimity had come to an end, and majority-voting in 

the council had taken effect. Then-French President Charles de 

Gaulle's opposition to supranationalism and fear of the other 

members challenging the CAP led to an "empty chair policy" 

whereby French representatives were withdrawn from the 

European institutions until the French veto was reinstated. 

Eventually, a compromise was reached with the Luxembourg 

compromise on 29 January 1966 whereby a gentlemen's 

agreement permitted members to use a veto on areas of 

national interest.  

On 1 July 1967 when the Merger Treaty came into operation, 

combining the institutions of the ECSC and Euratom into that 

of the EEC, they already shared a Parliamentary Assembly and 

Courts. Collectively they were known as the European 

Communities. The Communities still had independent 

personalities although were increasingly integrated. Future 
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treaties granted the community new powers beyond simple 

economic matters which had achieved a high level of 

integration. As it got closer to the goal of political integration 

and a peaceful and united Europe, what Mikhail Gorbachev 

described as a Common European Home. 

Enlargement and elections 

The 1960s saw the first attempts at enlargement. In 1961, 

Denmark, Ireland, the United Kingdom and Norway (in 1962), 

applied to join the three Communities. However, President 

Charles de Gaulle saw British membership as a Trojan horse 

for U.S. influence and vetoed membership, and the 

applications of all four countries were suspended. Greece 

became the first country to join the EC in 1961 as an associate 

member, however its membership was suspended in 1967 after 

the Colonels' coup d'état.  

A year later, in February 1962, Spain attempted to join the 

European Communities. However, because Francoist Spain was 

not a democracy, all members rejected the request in 1964.  

The four countries resubmitted their applications on 11 May 

1967 and with Georges Pompidou succeeding Charles de Gaulle 

as French president in 1969, the veto was lifted. Negotiations 

began in 1970 under the pro-European UK government of 

Edward Heath, who had to deal with disagreements relating to 

the Common Agricultural Policy and the UK's relationship with 

the Commonwealth of Nations. Nevertheless, two years later 

the accession treaties were signed so that Denmark, Ireland 

and the UK joined the Community effective 1 January 1973. 
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The Norwegian people had finally rejected membership in a 

referendum on 25 September 1972.  

The Treaties of Rome had stated that the European Parliament 

must be directly elected, however this required the Council to 

agree on a common voting system first. The Council 

procrastinated on the issue and the Parliament remained 

appointed, French President Charles de Gaulle was particularly 

active in blocking the development of the Parliament, with it 

only being granted Budgetary powers following his resignation.  

Parliament pressured for agreement and on 20 September 1976 

the Council agreed part of the necessary instruments for 

election, deferring details on electoral systems which remain 

varied to this day. During the tenure of President Jenkins, in 

June 1979, the elections were held in all the then-members 

(see 1979 European Parliament election). The new Parliament, 

galvanised by direct election and new powers, started working 

full-time and became more active than the previous 

assemblies.  

Shortly after its election, the Parliament proposed that the 

Community adopt the flag of Europe design used by the 

Council of Europe. The European Council in 1984 appointed an 

ad hoc committee for this purpose. The European Council in 

1985 largely followed the Committee's recommendations, but 

as the adoption of a flag was strongly reminiscent of a national 

flag representing statehood, was controversial, the "flag of 

Europe" design was adopted only with the status of a "logo" or 

"emblem".  

The European Council, or European summit, had developed 

since the 1960s as an informal meeting of the Council at the 
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level of heads of state. It had originated from then-French 

President Charles de Gaulle's resentment at the domination of 

supranational institutions (e.g. the Commission) over the 

integration process. It was mentioned in the treaties for the 

first time in the Single European Act (see below).  

Toward Maastricht 

Greece re-applied to join the community on 12 June 1975, 

following the restoration of democracy, and joined on 1 

January 1981. Following on from Greece, and after their own 

democratic restoration, Spain and Portugal applied to the 

communities in 1977 and joined together on 1 January 1986. 

In 1987 Turkey formally applied to join the Community and 

began the longest application process for any country. With the 

prospect of further enlargement, and a desire to increase areas 

of co-operation, the Single European Act was signed by the 

foreign ministers on 17 and 28 February 1986 in Luxembourg 

and The Hague respectively. In a single document it dealt with 

reform of institutions, extension of powers, foreign policy 

cooperation and the single market. It came into force on 1 July 

1987. The act was followed by work on what would be the 

Maastricht Treaty, which was agreed on 10 December 1991, 

signed the following year and coming into force on 1 November 

1993 establishing the European Union, and paving the way for 

the European Monetary Union.  

European Community 

The EU absorbed the European Communities as one of its three 

pillars. The EEC's areas of activities were enlarged and were 
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renamed the European Community, continuing to follow the 

supranational structure of the EEC. The EEC institutions 

became those of the EU, however the Court, Parliament and 

Commission had only limited input in the new pillars, as they 

worked on a more intergovernmental system than the European 

Communities. This was reflected in the names of the 

institutions, the Council was formally the "Council of the 

European Union" while the Commission was formally the 

"Commission of the European Communities".  

However, after the Treaty of Maastricht, Parliament gained a 

much bigger role. Maastricht brought in the codecision 

procedure, which gave it equal legislative power with the 

Council on Community matters. Hence, with the greater powers 

of the supranational institutions and the operation of Qualified 

Majority Voting in the Council, the Community pillar could be 

described as a far more federal method of decision making.  

The Treaty of Amsterdam transferred responsibility for free 

movement of persons (e.g., visas, illegal immigration, asylum) 

from the Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) pillar to the European 

Community (JHA was renamed Police and Judicial Co-

operation in Criminal Matters (PJCC) as a result). Both 

Amsterdam and the Treaty of Nice also extended codecision 

procedure to nearly all policy areas, giving Parliament equal 

power to the Council in the Community.  

In 2002, the Treaty of Paris which established the ECSC 

expired, having reached its 50-year limit (as the first treaty, it 

was the only one with a limit). No attempt was made to renew 

its mandate; instead, the Treaty of Nice transferred certain of 

its elements to the Treaty of Rome and hence its work 
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continued as part of the EC area of the European Community's 

remit.  

After the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009 the 

pillar structure ceased to exist. The European Community, 

together with its legal personality, was absorbed into the newly 

consolidated European Union which merged in the other two 

pillars (however Euratom remained distinct). This was 

originally proposed under the European Constitution but that 

treaty failed ratification in 2005.  

Aims and achievements 

The main aim of the EEC, as stated in its preamble, was to 

"preserve peace and liberty and to lay the foundations of an 

ever closer union among the peoples of Europe". Calling for 

balanced economic growth, this was to be accomplished 

through:  

• The establishment of a customs union with a

common external tariff

• Common policies for agriculture, transport and

trade, including standardization (for example, the CE

marking designates standards compliance)

• Enlargement of the EEC to the rest of Europe

For the customs union, the treaty provided for a 10% reduction 

in custom duties and up to 20% of global import quotas. 

Progress on the customs union proceeded much faster than the 

twelve years planned. However, France faced some setbacks 

due to their war with Algeria.  
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Members 

• The six states that founded the EEC and the other

two Communities were known as the "inner six" (the

"outer seven" were those countries who formed the

European Free Trade Association). The six were

France, West Germany, Italy and the three Benelux

countries: Belgium, the Netherlands and

Luxembourg. The first enlargement was in 1973,

with the accession of Denmark, Ireland and the

United Kingdom. Greece, Spain and Portugal joined

in the 1980s. The former East Germany became part

of the EEC upon German reunification in 1990.

Following the creation of the EU in 1993, it has

enlarged to include an additional sixteen countries

by 2013.

Institutions 

There were three political institutions which held the executive 

and legislative power of the EEC, plus one judicial institution 

and a fifth body created in 1975. These institutions (except for 

the auditors) were created in 1957 by the EEC but from 1967 

onwards they applied to all three Communities. The Council 

represents governments, the Parliament represents citizens 

and the Commission represents the European interest. 

Essentially, the Council, Parliament or another party place a 

request for legislation to the Commission. The Commission 

then drafts this and presents it to the Council for approval and 

the Parliament for an opinion (in some cases it had a veto, 
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depending upon the legislative procedure in use). The 

Commission's duty is to ensure it is implemented by dealing 

with the day-to-day running of the Union and taking others to 

Court if they fail to comply. After the Maastricht Treaty in 

1993, these institutions became those of the European Union, 

though limited in some areas due to the pillar structure. 

Despite this, Parliament in particular has gained more power 

over legislation and security of the Commission. The Court was 

the highest authority in the law, settling legal disputes in the 

Community, while the Auditors had no power but to 

investigate.  

Background 

The EEC inherited some of the Institutions of the ECSC in that 

the Common Assembly and Court of Justice of the ECSC had 

their authority extended to the EEC and Euratom in the same 

role. However the EEC, and Euratom, had different executive 

bodies to the ECSC. In place of the ECSC's Council of 

Ministers was the Council of the European Economic 

Community, and in place of the High Authority was the 

Commission of the European Communities.  

There was greater difference between these than name: the 

French government of the day had grown suspicious of the 

supranational power of the High Authority and sought to curb 

its powers in favour of the intergovernmental style Council. 

Hence the Council had a greater executive role in the running 

of the EEC than was the situation in the ECSC. By virtue of 

the Merger Treaty in 1967, the executives of the ECSC and 

Euratom were merged with that of the EEC, creating a single 

institutional structure governing the three separate 
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Communities. From here on, the term European Communities 

were used for the institutions (for example, from Commission of 

the European Economic Community to the Commission of the 

European Communities).  

Council 

The Council of the European Communities was a body holding 

legislative and executive powers and was thus the main 

decision making body of the Community. Its Presidency rotated 

between the member states every six months and it is related 

to the European Council, which was an informal gathering of 

national leaders (started in 1961) on the same basis as the 

Council. The Council was composed of one national minister 

from each member state. However the Council met in various 

forms depending upon the topic. For example, if agriculture 

was being discussed, the Council would be composed of each 

national minister for agriculture. They represented their 

governments and were accountable to their national political 

systems. Votes were taken either by majority (with votes 

allocated according to population) or unanimity. In these 

various forms they share some legislative and budgetary power 

of the Parliament. Since the 1960s the Council also began to 

meet informally at the level of national leaders; these European 

summits followed the same presidency system and secretariat 

as the Council but was not a formal formation of it.  

Commission 

The Commission of the European Communities was the 

executive arm of the community, drafting Community law, 
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dealing with the day to running of the Community and 

upholding the treaties. It was designed to be independent, 

representing the Community interest, but was composed of 

national representatives (two from each of the larger states, 

one from the smaller states). One of its members was the 

President, appointed by the Council, who chaired the body and 

represented it.  

Parliament 

Under the Community, the European Parliament (formerly the 

European Parliamentary Assembly) had an advisory role to the 

Council and Commission. There were a number of Community 

legislative procedures, at first there was only the consultation 

procedure, which meant Parliament had to be consulted, 

although it was often ignored. The Single European Act gave 

Parliament more power, with the assent procedure giving it a 

right to veto proposals and the cooperation procedure giving it 

equal power with the Council if the Council was not 

unanimous.  

In 1970 and 1975, the Budgetary treaties gave Parliament 

power over the Community budget. The Parliament's members, 

up-until 1980 were national MPs serving part-time in the 

Parliament. The Treaties of Rome had required elections to be 

held once the Council had decided on a voting system, but this 

did not happen and elections were delayed until 1979 (see 

1979 European Parliament election). After that, Parliament was 

elected every five years. In the following 20 years, it gradually 

won co-decision powers with the Council over the adoption of 

legislation, the right to approve or reject the appointment of 

the Commission President and the Commission as a whole, and 
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the right to approve or reject international agreements entered 

into by the Community.  

Court 

The Court of Justice of the European Communities was the 

highest court of on matters of Community law and was 

composed of one judge per state with a president elected from 

among them. Its role was to ensure that Community law was 

applied in the same way across all states and to settle legal 

disputes between institutions or states. It became a powerful 

institution as Community law overrides national law.  

Auditors 

The fifth institution is the European Court of Auditors, which 

despite its name had no judicial powers like the Court of 

Justice. Instead, it ensured that taxpayer funds from the 

Community budget have been correctly spent. The court 

provided an audit report for each financial year to the Council 

and Parliament and gives opinions and proposals on financial 

legislation and anti-fraud actions. It is the only institution not 

mentioned in the original treaties, having been set up in 1975.  

Policy areas 

At the time of its abolition, the European Community pillar 

covered the following areas;  
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Chapter 12 

ANZUS 

The Australia, New Zealand, United States Security Treaty 

(ANZUS or ANZUS Treaty) is the 1951 collective security non-

binding agreement between Australia and New Zealand and, 

separately, Australia and the United States, to co-operate on 

military matters in the Pacific Ocean region, although today 

the treaty is taken to relate to conflicts worldwide. It provides 

that an armed attack on any of the three parties would be 

dangerous to the others, and that each should act to meet the 

common threat. It set up a committee of foreign ministers that 

can meet for consultation. 

The treaty was one of the series that the United States formed 

in the 1949–1955 era as part of its collective response to the 

threat of communism during the Cold War. New Zealand was 

suspended from ANZUS in 1986 as it initiated a nuclear-free 

zone in its territorial waters; in late 2012 New Zealand lifted a 

ban on visits by United States warships leading to a thawing in 

tensions. New Zealand maintains a nuclear-free zone as part of 

its foreign policy and is partially suspended from ANZUS, as 

the United States maintains an ambiguous policy whether or 

not the warships carry nuclear weapons and operates 

numerous nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and submarines; 

however New Zealand resumed key areas of the ANZUS treaty 

in 2007.  
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Treaty structure 

The treaty was previously a full three-way defence pact, but 

following a dispute between New Zealand and the United States 

in 1984 over visiting rights for ships and submarines capable 

of carrying nuclear arms or nuclear-powered ships of the US 

Navy to New Zealand ports, the treaty became between 

Australia and New Zealand and between Australia and the 

United States, i.e. the treaty has lapsed between the United 

States and New Zealand, although it remains separately in 

force between both of those states and Australia. In 2000, the 

United States opened its ports to the Royal New Zealand Navy 

once again, and under the presidency of Bill Clinton in the US 

and the government of Helen Clark in New Zealand, the 

countries have since reestablished bilateral cooperation on 

defence and security for world peace.  

While ANZUS is commonly recognised to have split in 1984, the 

Australia–US alliance remains in full force. Heads of defence of 

one or both states often have joined the annual ministerial 

meetings, which are supplemented by consultations between 

the US Combatant Commander Pacific and the Australian Chief 

of Defence Force. There are also regular civilian and military 

consultations between the two governments at lower levels.  

Annual meetings to discuss ANZUS defence matters take place 

between the United States Secretaries of Defense and State and 

the Australian Ministers of Defence and Foreign Affairs are 

known by the acronym AUSMIN. The AUSMIN meeting for 2011 

took place in San Francisco in September. The 2012 AUSMIN 

meeting was in Perth, Western Australia in November.  
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Unlike the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), ANZUS 

has no integrated defence structure or dedicated forces. 

Nevertheless, Australia and the United States conduct a variety 

of joint activities. These include military exercises ranging 

from naval and landing exercises at the task-group level to 

battalion-level special forces training, assigning officers to 

each other's armed services, and standardising equipment and 

operational doctrine. The two countries also operate several 

joint-defence facilities in Australia, mainly ground stations for 

spy satellite, and signals intelligence espionage in Southeast 

and East Asia as part of the ECHELON network.  

During the 2010s, New Zealand and the US resumed a close 

relationship, although it is unclear whether the revived 

partnership falls under the aegis of the 1951 trilateral treaty. 

The Wellington Declaration of 2010 defined a "strategic 

partnership" between New Zealand and the US, and New 

Zealand joined the biennial Rim of the Pacific military exercise 

off Hawaii in 2012, for the first time since 1984. The US 

prohibition on New Zealand ships making port at US bases was 

lifted after the 2012 exercise.  

History 

Origins 

In the years following the Second World War, Australia and 

New Zealand began pressing the United States for a formal 

security guarantee. The two nations felt threatened by the 

possibility of a resurgent Japan and the spread of communism 

to their North. Additionally, the fall of Singapore in 1942 had 
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demonstrated that their traditional protector, the United 

Kingdom, no longer had power in the region. This added to 

their sense of vulnerability. The United States was initially 

reluctant, offering instead an informal guarantee of protection. 

But the need to strengthen the West against communism grew 

with the Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War in 1949 

and the 1950-1953 Korean War. Additionally, the United States 

wanted to gain Australian and New Zealand approval for a 'soft 

peace' with Japan. The treaty allayed antipodean fears that 

such a peace would allow Japan to threaten them again.  

The resulting treaty was concluded at San Francisco on 1 

September 1951, and entered into force on 29 April 1952. The 

treaty bound the signatories to recognise that an armed attack 

in the Pacific area on any of them would endanger the peace 

and safety of the others. It stated 'The Parties will consult 

together whenever in the opinion of any of them the territorial 

integrity, political independence or security of any of the 

Parties is threatened in the Pacific'. The three nations also 

pledged to maintain and develop individual and collective 

capabilities to resist attack.  

Malaysia, Korea, Vietnam, and the War on 

Terror 

The treaty itself was not a source of debate for 30 years, 

though in this period New Zealand and Australia committed 

forces to the Malayan Emergency and subsequently the ANZUS 

nations fought together in the Vietnam War.  
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As part of the United Nations deployment, New Zealand and 

Australia had earlier fought alongside the United States in the 

Korean War. New Zealand sent transport aircraft, maritime 

patrol aircraft, and frigates to the Persian Gulf, as well as a 

very small number of soldiers, SAS soldiers, medical and 

assorted and peace-keeping forces, to Afghanistan in 2001. 

Despite Prime Minister Helen Clark being openly critical of 

American justifications for the 2003 Iraq war, New Zealand did 

send engineer troops to Iraq following the 2003 invasion. These 

troops were however officially engaged in reconstruction under 

UN Security Council Resolution 1483 and were non-combatant. 

Australian reservations about the MX 

missile 

In 1983, the Reagan Administration approached Australia with 

proposals for testing the new generation of American 

intercontinental ballistic missiles, the MX missile. American 

test ranges in the Pacific were insufficient for testing the new 

long-range missiles and the United States military wished to 

use the Tasman Sea as a target area. Australian Prime Minister 

Malcolm Fraser of the Liberal Party had agreed to provide 

monitoring sites near Sydney for this purpose. However, in 

1985, the newly elected Prime Minister Bob Hawke, of the 

Labor Party, withdrew Australia from the testing programme, 

sparking criticism from the Reagan Administration. Hawke had 

been pressured into doing so by the left-wing faction of the 

Labor Party, which opposed the proposed MX missile test in 

the Tasman Sea. The Labor left-wing faction also strongly 

sympathized with the New Zealand Fourth Labour 
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Government's anti-nuclear policy and supported a South 

Pacific Nuclear Free Zone.  

To preserve its joint Australian-US military communications 

facilities, the Reagan Administration also had to assure the 

Hawke Government that those installations would not be used 

in the Strategic Defense Initiative project, which the Australian 

Labor Party strongly opposed. Despite these disagreements, the 

Hawke Labor Government still remained supportive of the 

ANZUS security treaty. It also did not support its New Zealand 

counterpart's ban on nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered 

ships. Following the ANZUS Split in February 1985, the 

Australian government also endorsed the Reagan 

Administration's plans to cancel trilateral military exercises 

and to postpone the ANZUS foreign ministers conference. 

However, it still continued to maintain bilateral military ties 

and continued to share intelligence information with New 

Zealand. Unlike New Zealand, Australia continued to allow US 

warships to visit its ports and to participate in joint military 

exercises with the United States.  

New Zealand bans nuclear material 

In 1985, the nature of the ANZUS alliance changed 

significantly. Due to a current of anti-nuclear sentiment within 

New Zealand, tension had long been present between ANZUS 

members as the United States is a declared nuclear power. 

France, a naval power and a declared nuclear power, had been 

conducting nuclear tests on South Pacific Islands. Following 

the victory of the New Zealand Labour Party in election in 

1984, Prime Minister David Lange barred nuclear-powered or 

nuclear-armed ships from using New Zealand ports or entering 
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New Zealand waters. Reasons given were the dangers of 

nuclear weapons, continued French nuclear testing in the 

South Pacific, and opposition to US President Ronald Reagan's 

policy of aggressively confronting the Soviet Union.  

Given that the United States Navy had a policy of deliberate 

ambiguity during the Cold War and refused to confirm or deny 

the presence of nuclear weapons aboard its warships and 

support ships, these laws essentially refused access to New 

Zealand ports for all United States Navy vessels. In February 

1985, a port-visit request by the United States for the guided-

missile destroyer USS Buchanan was refused by New Zealand, 

as the Buchanan was capable of launching RUR-5 ASROC 

nuclear depth bombs. As this occurred after the government 

unofficially invited the United States to send a ship, the 

refusal of access was interpreted by the United States as a 

deliberate slight.  

According to opinion polls taken before the 1984 election, only 

30 percent of New Zealanders supported visits by US warships 

with a clear majority of 58 percent opposed, and over 66 

percent of the population lived in locally declared nuclear-free 

zones. An opinion poll commissioned by the 1986 Defence 

Committee of Enquiry confirmed that 92 per cent now opposed 

nuclear weapons in New Zealand and 69 per cent opposed 

warship visits; 92 per cent wanted New Zealand to promote 

nuclear disarmament through the UN, while 88 per cent 

supported the promotion of nuclear-free zones.  

However other polls indicated that the majority of the 

population would support visits by American warships which 
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might be nuclear armed or powered, if the alternative was that 

New Zealand would have to withdraw from ANZUS.  

United States suspends obligations to New 

Zealand 

After consultations with Australia and after negotiations with 

New Zealand broke down, the United States announced that it 

was suspending its treaty obligations to New Zealand until 

United States Navy ships were re-admitted to New Zealand 

ports, citing that New Zealand was "a friend, but not an ally". 

The crisis made front-page headlines for weeks in many 

American newspapers. David Lange did not withdraw New 

Zealand from ANZUS, although his government's policy led to 

the US's decision to suspend its treaty obligations to New 

Zealand.  

An opinion poll in New Zealand in 1991, showed 54% of those 

sampled preferred to let the treaty lapse rather than accept 

visits again by nuclear-armed or nuclear-powered vessels. The 

policy did not become law until 8 June 1987 with the passing 

of the New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone, Disarmament, and Arms 

Control Act 1987, more than two years after the Buchanan was 

refused entry after the US refused to declare the presence or 

absence of nuclear weapons, and a year after the US 

suspended its treaty obligations to New Zealand. This law 

effectively made the entire country a nuclear-free zone. Despite 

the ANZUS split, Secretary of State George P. Shultz 

maintained that the ANZUS structure was still in place, should 

NZ decide in the future to reverse its anti-nuclear policy and 

return to a fully operational defence relationship with the US. 
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President Reagan also maintained in NSDD 193 (National 

Security Decision Directive) that New Zealand still remained a 

"friend, but not an ally".  

On 10 July 1985, agents of the French Directorate-General for 

External Security bombed the Greenpeace protest vessel 

Rainbow Warrior in Auckland, causing one death. The failure of 

Western leaders to condemn this violation of a friendly nation's 

sovereignty caused a great deal of change in New Zealand's 

foreign and defence policy, and strengthened domestic 

opposition to the military application of nuclear technology in 

any form. New Zealand distanced itself from its traditional ally, 

the United States, and built relationships with small South 

Pacific nations, while retaining its good relations with 

Australia, and, to a lesser extent, the United Kingdom.  

The suspension of New Zealand in ANZUS has had significant 

effect on New Zealand–United States relations and on New 

Zealand domestic policy. The anti-nuclear policy has been a 

part of New Zealand political culture for years now. However, 

that has not stopped United States politicians from trying to 

change the policy.  

2001 invasion of Afghanistan 

Australia and New Zealand both provided military units, 

including special forces and naval ships, in support of the US-

led "Operation Enduring Freedom" for support for anti-Taliban 

forces in response to the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks. 

Providing 1,550 troops, Australia remains the largest non-

NATO contributor of military personnel in Afghanistan. New 

Zealand committed 191 troops.  
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East Timor 

Between 1999 and 2003, the armed forces of Australia and New 

Zealand deployed together in a large scale operation in East 

Timor, to prevent pro-Indonesian militia from overturning a 

vote for independence on the island. The United States 

provided only limited logistical support but USS Mobile Bay 

provided air defence for the initial entry operation. The 

operation was taken over by the United Nations.  

Taiwan 

One topic that became prominent in the 2000s was the 

implications in the case of a hypothetical attack by the 

People's Republic of China against Taiwan, who would likely 

receive American support. While Australia has strong cultural 

and economic ties with the United States, it also has an 

increasingly important trade relationship with China.  

In August 2004, Foreign Minister Alexander Downer implied in 

Beijing that the treaty would likely not apply to that situation, 

but he was quickly corrected by Prime Minister John Howard. 

In March 2005, after an official of the People's Republic of 

China stated that it may be necessary for Australia to reassess 

the treaty and after China passed an Anti-Secession Law 

regarding Taiwan, Downer stated that in case of Chinese 

aggression on Taiwan, the treaty would come into force, but 

that the treaty would require only consultations with the 

United States and not necessarily commit Australia to war.  
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1985 to present 

Annual bilateral meetings between the US Secretary of State 

and the Australian Foreign Minister replaced annual meetings 

of the ANZUS Council of Foreign Ministers. The first bilateral 

meeting was held in Canberra in 1985. At the second meeting, 

in San Francisco in 1986, the United States announced that it 

was suspending its treaty security obligations to New Zealand 

pending the restoration of port access. Subsequent bilateral 

Australia–US Ministerial (AUSMIN) meetings have alternated 

between Australia and the United States.  

The alliance engenders some political controversy in Australia. 

Particularly after Australian involvement in the 2003 Iraq war, 

some quarters of Australian society have called for a re-

evaluation of the relationship between the two nations. 

Nonetheless the alliance enjoyed broad support during the 

Cold War and continues to enjoy broad support in Australia. 

One commentator in Australia has argued that the treaty 

should be re-negotiated in the context of terrorism, the modern 

role of the United Nations and as a purely US–Australian 

alliance.  

Australia is also a contributor to the National Missile Defense 

system.  

In May 2006, US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia, 

Pacific Affairs and Northern Atlantinc Ocean Christopher Hill, 

described the New Zealand anti-nuclear issue as "a bit of a 

relic", and signalled that the US wanted a closer defence 

relationship with New Zealand. He also praised New Zealand's 

involvement in Afghanistan and reconstruction in Iraq. "Rather 
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than trying to change each other's minds on the nuclear issue, 

which is a bit of a relic, I think we should focus on things we 

can make work" he told an Australian newspaper.  

While there have been signs of the nuclear dispute between the 

US and NZ thawing out, pressure from the United States 

increased in 2006 with US trade officials linking the repeal of 

the ban of American nuclear ships from New Zealand's ports to 

a potential free trade agreement between the two countries.  

On 4 February 2008, US Trade Representative Susan Schwab 

announced that the United States will join negotiations with 

four Asia–Pacific countries: Brunei, Chile, New Zealand and 

Singapore to be known as the "P-4". These nations already 

have a FTA called the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic 

Partnership and the United States will be looking to become 

involved in the "vitally important emerging Asia-Pacific region" 

A number of US organisations support the negotiations 

including, but not limited to: the United States Chamber of 

Commerce, National Association of Manufacturers, National 

Foreign Trade Council, Emergency Committee for American 

Trade and Coalition of Service Industries.  

In 2010, the United States and New Zealand signed the 

Wellington Declaration in Wellington, New Zealand, during a 

three-day visit by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. The 

signing of the declaration ended the ANZUS dispute of the past 

25 years, and it was later revealed the US and New Zealand 

had resumed military co-operation in eight areas in 2007.  

On 16 November 2011, US President Obama and Australian 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard met in Canberra, Australia to 

announce plans for a sustained new American presence on 
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Australian soil. 2,500 American troops are to be deployed to 

Darwin, Australia.  

New Zealand and the United States signed the Washington 

Declaration on 19 June 2012 "to promote and strengthen 

closer bilateral defense and security cooperation". On 20 

September 2012, while on a visit to New Zealand, US Secretary 

of Defense Leon Panetta announced that the United States was 

lifting the 26-year-old ban on visits by New Zealand warships 

to US Department of Defense and US Coast Guard bases 

around the world; US Marines had trained in New Zealand and 

New Zealand's navy took part in the RIMPAC maritime 

exercises alongside the US earlier that year.  

The Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) invited the United States 

Navy to send a vessel to participate in the RNZN's 75th 

Birthday Celebrations in Auckland over the weekend of 19–21 

November 2016. The guided-missile destroyer USS Sampson 

became the first US warship to visit New Zealand in 33 years. 

New Zealand Prime Minister John Key granted approval for the 

ship's visit under the New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone, 

Disarmament, and Arms Control Act 1987, which requires that 

the Prime Minister has to be satisfied that any visiting ship is 

not nuclear armed or powered. Following the 7.8 magnitude 

Kaikoura earthquake on 14 November 2016 the Sampson and 

other naval ships from Australia, Canada, Japan and 

Singapore were diverted to proceed directly to Kaikoura to 

provide humanitarian assistance.  

  



Chapter 13 

Second Vatican Council 

The Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, commonly 

known as the Second Vatican Council, or Vatican II, 

addressed relations between the Catholic Church and the 

modern world. The Council, through the Holy See, was formally 

opened under the pontificate of John XXIII on 11 October 

1962, and was closed under Paul VI on the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception on 8 December 1965.  

Several changes resulted from the Council, including the 

renewal of consecrated life with a revised charism, ecumenical 

efforts with other Christian denominations, interfaith dialogue 

with other religions, and the universal call to holiness, which 

according to Paul VI was "the most characteristic and ultimate 

purpose of the teachings of the Council".  

According to Pope Benedict XVI, the most important and 

essential message of the council was "the Paschal Mystery as 

the center of what it is to be Christian and therefore of the 

Christian life, the Christian year, the Christian seasons". 

Other changes that followed the council included the 

widespread use of vernacular languages in the Mass instead of 

Latin, the allowance of communion under both kinds for the 

laity, the subtle disuse of ornate clerical regalia, the revision 

of Eucharistic (liturgical) prayers, the abbreviation of the 

liturgical calendar, the ability to celebrate the Mass versus 

populum (with the officiant facing the congregation), as well as 

ad orientem (facing the "East" and the Crucifix), and modern 
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aesthetic changes encompassing contemporary Catholic 

liturgical music and artwork. With many of these changes 

resonating with the perspectives of other Christian 

denominations who sent observers to the Second Vatican 

Council, it was an ecumenical "milestone for Catholics, 

Protestants, [and] the Orthodox". These changes, while praised 

by many faithful Catholics, remain divisive among those 

identifying as traditionalist Catholics.  

Of those who took part in the Council's opening session, four 

have become popes: Cardinal Giovanni Battista Montini, who 

on succeeding John XXIII took the name Paul VI; Bishop Albino 

Luciani, the future John Paul I; Bishop Karol Wojtyła, who 

became John Paul II; and Father Joseph Ratzinger, present as 

a theological consultant, who became Benedict XVI.  

In the 1950s, theological and biblical studies in the Catholic 

Church had begun to sway away from Neo-Scholasticism and 

biblical literalism, which a reaction to Catholic modernism had 

enforced since the First Vatican Council. This shift could be 

seen in theologians such as Karl Rahner and John Courtney 

Murray, who, following John XXIII's call for aggiornamento, 

looked to integrate modern human experience with church 

principles based on Jesus Christ, as well as in others such as 

Yves Congar, Henri de Lubac, and Joseph Ratzinger who looked 

to an accurate understanding of scripture and the early 

Church Fathers as a source of renewal (ressourcement).  

At the same time, the world's bishops faced challenges driven 

by political, social, economic, and technological change. Some 

of these bishops sought new ways of addressing those 

challenges. The First Vatican council had been held nearly a 
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century before, but had been cut short in 1870 when the 

Italian Army entered the city of Rome at the end of Italian 

unification. As a result, only deliberations on the role of the 

papacy and the congruent relationship of faith and reason were 

completed, with the role of the bishops and laity in the Church 

left unaddressed.  

John XXIII gave notice of his intention to convene the council 

on 25 January 1959, less than three months after his election 

in October 1958. This sudden announcement, which caught the 

Curia by surprise, caused little initial official comment from 

Church insiders. Reaction to the announcement was 

widespread and largely positive from both religious and secular 

leaders outside the Catholic Church, and the council was 

formally summoned by the apostolic constitution Humanae 

Salutis on 25 December 1961. In various discussions before 

the council convened, John XXIII said that it was time to "open 

the windows [of the Church] and let in some fresh air". He 

invited other Christians outside the Catholic Church to send 

observers to the Council. Acceptances came from both the 

Eastern Orthodox Church and Protestant denominations as 

internal observers, but these observers did not cast votes in 

the approbation of the conciliar documents.  

Chronology 

Preparation 

John XXIII's announcement on 25 January 1959, in the 

chapter hall of the Benedictine monastery attached to the 

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls in Rome, of his 
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intention to call a general council came as a surprise even to 

the cardinals present. The Pontiff informally announced the 

council under a full moon to a crowd gathered in St. Peter's 

square.  

He had tested the idea only ten days before with one of them, 

his Cardinal Secretary of State Domenico Tardini, who gave 

enthusiastic support to the idea. Although the pope later said 

the idea came to him in a flash in his conversation with 

Tardini, two cardinals had earlier attempted to interest him in 

the idea. They were two of the most conservative, Ernesto 

Ruffini and Alfredo Ottaviani, who had already in 1948 

proposed the idea to Pius XII and who put it before John XXIII 

on 27 October 1958.  

Actual preparations for the council took more than two years, 

and included work from 10 specialised commissions, people for 

mass media and Christian Unity, and a Central Preparatory 

Commission with 120 members for overall coordination, 

composed mostly of members of the Roman Curia. At Vatican I, 

737 attended, mostly from Europe. Attendance at Vatican II 

varied in later sessions from 2,100 to over 2,300. In addition, a 

varying number of periti ("experts") were available for 

theological consultation—a group that turned out to have a 

major influence as the council went forward. Seventeen 

Orthodox Churches and Protestant denominations sent 

observers. More than three dozen representatives of other 

Christian communities were present at the opening session, 

and the number grew to nearly 100 by the end of the 4th 

council Sessions.  



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

516  

Opening 

John XXIII opened the council on 11 October 1962 in a public 

session at St. Peter's basilica in Vatican City and read the 

declaration Gaudet Mater Ecclesia before the council Fathers.  

What is needed at the present time is a new enthusiasm, a new 

joy and serenity of mind in the unreserved acceptance by all of 

the entire Christian faith, without forfeiting that accuracy and 

precision in its presentation which characterized the 

proceedings of the Council of Trent and the First Vatican 

Council. What is needed, and what everyone imbued with a 

truly Christian, Catholic and apostolic spirit craves today, is 

that this doctrine shall be more widely known, more deeply 

understood, and more penetrating in its effects on men's moral 

lives. What is needed is that this certain and immutable 

doctrine, to which the faithful owe obedience, be studied 

afresh and reformulated in contemporary terms. For this 

deposit of faith, or truths which are contained in our time-

honored teaching is one thing; the manner in which these 

truths are set forth (with their meaning preserved intact) is 

something else. (Roncalli, Angelo Giuseppe, "Opening address", 

Council, Rome, IT.) 

The first working session of the council was on 13 October 

1962. That day's agenda included the election of members of 

the ten conciliar commissions. Each commission would have 

sixteen elected and eight appointed members, and they were 

expected to do most of the work of the Council. It had been 

expected that the members of the preparatory commissions, 

where the Curia was heavily represented, would be confirmed 
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as the majorities on the conciliar commissions. But senior 

French Cardinal Achille Liénart addressed the Council, saying 

that the bishops could not intelligently vote for strangers. He 

asked that the vote be postponed to give all the bishops a 

chance to draw up their own lists. German Cardinal Josef 

Frings seconded that proposal, and the vote was postponed. 

The first meeting of the council adjourned after only fifteen 

minutes.  

Commissions 

The bishops met to discuss the membership of the 

commissions, along with other issues, both in national and 

regional groups, as well as in gatherings that were more 

informal. The original schemata (Latin for drafts) from the 

preparatory sessions, drawn up by Sebastiaan Tromp, the 

secretary of the Preparatory Theological Commission, were 

rejected by an alliance of liberal-leaning "Rhineland" clerics 

and new ones were created. When the council met on 16 

October 1962, a new slate of commission members was 

presented and approved by the Council. One important change 

was a significant increase in membership from Central and 

Northern Europe, beyond countries such as Spain or Italy. 

More than 100 bishops from Africa, Asia, and Latin America 

were Dutch or Belgian and tended to associate with the 

bishops from those countries. These groups were led by 

Cardinals Bernardus Johannes Alfrink of the Netherlands and 

Leo Suenens of Belgium.  

Eleven commissions and three secretariats were established, 

with their respective presidents:  
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• De doctrina fidei et morum (Commission on the

Doctrine of Faith and Morals), Alfredo Ottaviani;

• De episcopis et dioecesium regimine (Commission on

Bishops and the Government of Dioceses), Paolo

Marella;

• De ecclesiis orientalibus (Commission on the Eastern

Churches), Amleto Giovanni Cicognani;

• De sacramentorum disciplina (Commission on the

Discipline of the Sacraments), Benedetto Aloisi

Masella;

• De disciplina cleri et populi christiani (Commission

for the Discipline of the Clergy and the Christian

People), Pietro Ciriaci;

• De religiosis (Commission for Religious), Ildebrando

Antoniutti;

• De sacra liturgia (Commission on the Sacred Liturgy),

Arcadio Larraona;

• De missionibus (Commission for the Missions),

Gregorio Pietro XV Agagianian;

• De seminariis, de studiis, et de educatione catholica

(Commission on Seminaries, Studies, and Catholic

Schools), Giuseppe Pizzardo;

• De fidelium apostolatu and De scriptis prelo edendis

et de spectaculis moderandis (Commission for the

Lay Apostolate, the Press, and the Moderation of

Shows), Fernando Cento;

• Technical and Organizational Commission, Gustavo

Testa;

• Ad christianorum unitatem fovendam (Secretariat for

Promoting Christian Unity), Augustin Bea;

• Administrative Secretariat, Alberto di Jorio.
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Issues 

After adjournment on 8 December, work began on preparations 

for the sessions scheduled for 1963. These preparations, 

however, were halted upon the death of John XXIII on 3 June 

1963, since a Catholic ecumenical council is automatically 

interrupted and suspended upon the death of the pope who 

convened it, until the next pope orders the council to be 

continued or dissolved. Paul VI was elected on 21 June 1963 

and immediately announced that the council would continue.  

Second period: 1963 

In the months prior to the second session, Paul VI worked to 

correct some of the problems of organization and procedure 

that had been discovered during the first session. The changes 

included inviting additional lay Catholic and non-Catholic 

observers, reducing the number of proposed schemata to 

seventeen (which were made more general, in keeping with the 

pastoral nature of the Council) and later eliminating the 

requirement of secrecy surrounding general sessions.  

Paul's opening address on 29 September 1963 stressed the 

pastoral nature of the Council, and set out four purposes for 

it:  

• to define more fully the nature of the Church and the

role of the bishop;

• to renew the Church;
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• to restore unity among all Christians, including 

seeking pardon for Catholic contributions to 

separation; 

• and to start a dialogue with the contemporary world. 

During this second session, the bishops approved the 

constitution on the liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, and the 

decree on social communication, Inter mirifica. Work went 

forward with the schemata on the Church, bishops and 

dioceses, and on ecumenism.  

It was in this session that a revision of the rite of the 

consecration of virgins that was found in the Roman Pontifical 

was requested; the revised Rite was approved by Paul and 

published in 1970.  

On 8 November 1963, Josef Frings criticized the Holy Office, 

and drew an articulate and impassioned defense by its 

Secretary, Alfredo Ottaviani, in one of the most dramatic 

exchanges of the Council. (Cardinal Frings' theological adviser 

was the young Joseph Ratzinger, who would later as a Cardinal 

head the same department of the Holy See, and from 2005–13 

reign as Benedict XVI). The second session ended on 4 

December.  

Third period: 1964 

In the time between the second and third sessions, the 

proposed schemata were further revised on the basis of 

comments from the council Fathers. A number of topics were 

reduced to statements of fundamental propositions that could 
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gain approval during the third session, with postconciliar 

commissions handling implementation of these measures.  

At the end of the second session, Cardinal Leo Joseph Suenens 

of Belgium had asked the other bishops: "Why are we even 

discussing the reality of the church when half of the church is 

not even represented here?", referring to women. In response, 

15 women were appointed as auditors in September 1964. 

Eventually 23 women were auditors at the Second Vatican 

Council, including 10 women religious. The auditors had no 

official role in the deliberations, although they attended the 

meetings of subcommittees working on council documents, 

particularly texts that dealt with the laity. They also met 

together on a weekly basis to read draft documents and to 

comment on them.  

During the third session, which began on 14 September 1964, 

the council fathers worked through a large volume of 

proposals. There "were approved and promulgated by the Pope" 

schemata on ecumenism (Unitatis redintegratio); the official 

view on Protestant and Eastern Orthodox "separated brethren"; 

the Eastern Rite churches (Orientalium Ecclesiarum); and the 

Dogmatic Constitution of the Church (Lumen gentium ).  

Schemata on the life and ministry of priests and the 

missionary activity of the Church were rejected and sent back 

to commissions for complete rewriting. Work continued on the 

remaining schemata, in particular those on the Church in the 

modern world and on religious freedom. There was controversy 

over revisions of the decree on religious freedom and the 

failure to vote on it during the third session, but Paul 
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promised that this schema would be the first to be reviewed in 

the next session.  

Paul closed the third session on 21 November by announcing a 

change in the Eucharistic fast and formally reaffirming Mary 

as "Mother of the Church". While some called for more dogmas 

about Mary, in a 2 February 1965 speech Paul VI referred to 

the "Christocentric and Church-centered direction which the 

council intends to give to our doctrine and devotion to our 

Lady".  

Fourth period: 1965 

Going into the fourth session, Paul VI and most of the bishops 

wanted it to be the final one. Cardinal Ritter observed that, 

"We were stalled by the delaying tactics of a very small 

minority" in the Curia who were more industrious in 

communicating with the pope than was the more progressive 

majority. Eleven schemata remained unfinished at the end of 

the third session, and commissions worked to give them their 

final form. Schema 13, on the Church in the modern world, 

was revised by a commission that worked with the assistance 

of laypersons.  

Paul VI opened the last session of the council on 14 September 

1965 and on the following day promulgated the motu proprio 

establishing the Synod of Bishops. This more permanent 

structure was intended to preserve close cooperation of the 

bishops with the pope after the Council.  

The first business of the fourth session was the consideration 

of the decree on religious freedom, Dignitatis humanae, one of 
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the more controversial of the conciliar documents that passed 

on 21 September by a vote of 1,997 for to 224 against. The 

principal work of the other part of the session was work on 

three documents, all of which were approved by the council 

Fathers. The lengthened and revised pastoral constitution on 

the Church in the modern world, Gaudium et spes, was 

followed by decrees on missionary activity, Ad gentes, and on 

the ministry and life of priests, Presbyterorum ordinis.  

The council also gave final approval to other documents that 

had been considered in earlier sessions. These included the 

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei verbum ) and 

the decrees on the pastoral office of bishops (Christus 

Dominus), on the life of persons in religious orders (expanded 

and modified from earlier sessions, finally titled Perfectae 

caritatis), on education for the priesthood (Optatam totius), on 

Christian education (Gravissimum educationis), and on the role 

of the laity (Apostolicam actuositatem ).  

One of the more controversial documents was Nostra aetate, 

which stated that the Jews of the time of Christ, taken 

indiscriminately, and all Jews today are no more responsible 

for the death of Christ than Christians.  

True, the Jewish authorities and those who followed their lead 

pressed for the death of Christ; still, what happened in His 

passion cannot be charged against all the Jews, without 

distinction, then alive, nor against the Jews of today. Although 

the Church is the new people of God, the Jews should not be 

presented as rejected or accursed by God. ...The Church, 

mindful of the patrimony she shares with the Jews and moved 

not by political reasons but by the Gospel's spiritual love, 



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

524  

decries hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism, 

directed against Jews. 

Better Jewish-Catholic relations have been emphasized since 

the Council. 

• See also: Christian–Jewish reconciliation and

Relations between Catholicism and Judaism

A major event of the final days of the council was the act of 

Paul and Orthodox Patriarch Athenagoras of a joint expression 

of regret for many of the past actions that had led up to the 

Great Schism between the western and eastern churches.  

"The old story of the Samaritan has been the model of the 

spirituality of the Council" (Paul VI., address, 7 December). On 

8 December, the council was formally closed, with the bishops 

professing their obedience to the Council's decrees. To help 

carry forward the work of the Council, Paul:  

• had earlier formed a Papal Commission for the Media

of Social Communication to assist bishops with the

pastoral use of these media;

• declared a jubilee from 1 January to 26 May 1966

(later extended to 8 December 1966) to urge all

Catholics to study and accept the decisions of the

council and apply them in spiritual renewal;

• changed in 1965 the title and procedures of the Holy

Office, giving it the name of the Sacred Congregation

for the Doctrine of the Faith, as well as the titles and

competences of other departments of the Roman

curia;
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• made permanent the secretariates for the Promotion 

of Christian Unity, for Non-Christian Religions, and 

for Non-Believers. 

Documents of the Council 

During the Second Vatican Council the bishops produced four 

major "constitutions" and twelve other documents.  

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 

The first document passed by the council was Sacrosanctum 

Concilium ("Most Sacred Council") on the church's liturgy. 

Benedict XVI explained that an essential idea of the council 

itself is the "Paschal Mystery (Christ's passion, death and 

resurrection) as the center of what it is to be Christian and 

therefore of the Christian life, the Christian year, the Christian 

seasons, expressed in Eastertide and on Sunday which is 

always the day of the Resurrection." Thus, the liturgy, 

especially the Eucharist which makes the Paschal Mystery 

present, is "the summit toward which the activity of the 

Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from which 

all her power flows."  

The matter that had the most immediate effect on the lives of 

individual Catholics was the revision of the liturgy. The central 

idea was that there ought to be lay participation in the liturgy 

which means they "take part fully aware of what they are 

doing, actively engaged in the rite, and enriched by its effects" 

(SC 11). Since the mid-1960s, permission has been granted to 

celebrate the Mass in vernacular languages. It has been 
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emphasized that the language used should be known to the 

gathered people. The amount of Scripture read during Mass 

was greatly expanded, through different annual cycles of 

readings. The revised version of the Latin text of the Mass 

remains the authoritative text on which translations are based. 

The invitation for more active, conscious participation of the 

laity through Mass in the vernacular did not stop with the 

decree on the liturgy. It was taken up by the later documents 

of the council that called for a more active participation of the 

laity in the life of the Church, a turn away from clericalism 

toward a new age of the laity.  

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 

• The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen

gentium("Light of the Nations") gave direction to

several of the documents that followed it, including

those on Ecumenism, on Non-Christian Religions, on

Religious Freedom, and on The Church in the

Modern World (see below). A most contentious

conclusion that seems to follow from the Bishops'

teaching in the decree is that while "in some sense

other Christian communities are institutionally

defective," these communities can "in some cases be

more effective as vehicles of grace." Belgian Bishop

Emil de Smedt, commenting on institutional defects

that had crept into the Catholic church, "contrasted

the hierarchical model of the church that embodied

the triad of 'clericalism, legalism, and triumphalism'

with one that emphasized the 'people of God', filled

with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and radically equal

in grace," that was extolled in Lumen Gentium.
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According to Paul VI, "the most characteristic and 

ultimate purpose of the teachings of the Council" is 

the universal call to holiness. John Paul II calls this 

"an intrinsic and essential aspect of [the council 

Fathers'] teaching on the Church", where "all the 

faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are 

called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the 

perfection of charity" (Lumen gentium, 40). Francis, 

in his apostolic letter Evangelii Gaudium (17) which 

laid out the programmatic for his pontificate, said 

that "on the basis of the teaching of the Dogmatic 

Constitution Lumen Gentium" he would discuss the 

entire People of God which evangelizes, missionary 

outreach, the inclusion of the poor in society, and 

peace and dialogue within society. Francis has also 

followed the call of the council for a more collegial 

style of leadership, through synods of bishops and 

through his personal use of a worldwide advisory 

council of eight cardinals. 

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 

Revelation 

The Council's document Dei Verbum ("The Word of God") states 

the principle active in the other council documents that "The 

study of the sacred page is, as it were, the soul of sacred 

theology". It is said of Dei Verbum that "arguably it is the most 

seminal of all the conciliar documents," with the fruits of a 

return to the Bible as the foundation of Christian life and 

teaching, evident in the other council documents. Joseph 

Ratzinger, who would become Benedict XVI, said of the 
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emphasis on the Bible in the council that prior to Vatican II 

the theology manuals continued to confuse "propositions about 

revelation with the content of revelation. It represented not 

abiding truths of faith, but rather the peculiar characteristics 

of post-Reformation polemic." In spite of the guarded approval 

of biblical scholarship under Pius XII, scholars suspected of 

Modernism were silenced right up to Vatican II. The council 

brought a definitive end to the Counter-Reformation and, in a 

spirit of aggiornamento, reached back "behind St. Thomas 

himself and the Fathers, to the biblical theology which governs 

the first two chapters of the Constitution on the Church." "The 

documents of the Second Vatican Council are shot through 

with the language of the Bible. ...The church's historical 

journey away from its earlier focus upon these sources was 

reversed at Vatican II." For instance, the Council's document 

on the liturgy called for a broader use of liturgical texts, which 

would now be in the vernacular, along with more enlightened 

preaching on the Bible explaining "the love affair between God 

and humankind". The translation of liturgical texts into 

vernacular languages, the allowance of communion under both 

kinds for the laity, and the expansion of Scripture readings 

during the Mass was resonant with the sensibilities of other 

Christian denominations, thus making the Second Vatican 

Council "a milestone for Catholic, Protestants, [and] the 

Orthodox".  

Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 

Modern World 

This document, named for its first words Gaudium et Spes 

("Joy and Hope"), built on Lumen Gentium's understanding of 
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the Church as the “pilgrim people of God” and as 

“communion”, aware of the long history of the Church's 

teaching and in touch with what it calls the “signs of the 

times”. It reflects the understanding that Baptism confers on 

all the task that Jesus entrusted to the Church, to be on 

mission to the world in ways that the present age can 

understand, in cooperation with the ongoing work of the Spirit. 

And for those who "draw a distinction between non-negotiable 

teachings on human sexuality and negotiable teachings on 

social justice, Gaudium et Spes is an insuperable obstacle and 

the pontificate of Francis is making that obvious for all with 

eyes to see."  

Other documents of the Council 

Opening declaration – Gaudet Mater Ecclesia ("Mother Church 

Rejoices") was the opening declaration of the Second Vatican 

Council, delivered by John XXIII on 11 October 1962 before the 

bishops and representatives of 86 governments or international 

groups. He criticizes the "prophets of doom who are always 

forecasting disaster" for the church or world. He speaks of the 

advantage of separation of Church and state but also the 

challenge to integrate faith with public life. The Church "meets 

today's needs by explaining the validity of her doctrine more 

fully rather than by condemning," by reformulating ancient 

doctrine for pastoral effectiveness. Also, the Church is "moved 

by mercy and goodness towards her separated children." John 

XXIII before his papacy had proven his gifts as a papal 

diplomat and as Apostolic Nuncio to France.  

On the Means of Social Communication – The decree Inter 

mirifica ("Among the wonderful", 1963) addresses issues 
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concerning the press, cinema, television, and other media of 

communication.  

Ecumenism – The decree Unitatis redintegratio ("Reintegration 

of Unity", 1964) opens with the statement: "The restoration of 

unity among all Christians is one of the principal concerns of 

the Second Vatican Council."  

Of the Eastern Catholic Churches – The decree Orientalium 

Ecclesiarum ("Of the Eastern Churches", 1964) recognizes the 

right of Eastern Catholics in communion with the Holy See to 

keep their distinct liturgical practices and avoid Latinisation. 

It encourages them to "take steps to return to their ancestral 

traditions."  

Mission Activity – The decree Ad gentes ("To the Nations", 

1965) treats evangelization as the fundamental mission of the 

Catholic Church, "to bring good news to the poor." It includes 

sections on training missionaries and on forming communities. 

The Apostolate of the Laity – The decree Apostolicam 

actuositatem ("Apostolic Activity", 1965) declares that the 

apostolate of the laity is "not only to bring the message and 

grace of Christ to men but also to penetrate and perfect the 

temporal order with the spirit of the Gospel", in every field of 

life, together or through various groups, with respectful 

cooperation with the Church's hierarchy.  

The Pastoral Office of Bishops – The decree Christus Dominus 

("Christ the Lord", 1965) places renewed emphasis on 

collegiality and on strong conferences of bishops, while 

respecting the papacy.  
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On Religious Freedom – The declaration Dignitatis 

humanae ("Of the Dignity of the Human Person", 1965) is "on 

the right of the person and of communities to social and civil 

freedom in matters religious".  

Non-Christian Religions – The declaration Nostra aetate ("In 

our time", 1965) reflects that people are being drawn closer 

together in our time. The Church "regards with sincere 

reverence those ways of conduct and of life, those precepts and 

teachings which, though differing in many aspects from the 

ones she holds and sets forth, nonetheless often reflect a ray of 

that Truth which enlightens all men.'' And Jews today "should 

not be presented as rejected or accursed by God" for what 

happened to Jesus.  

The Adaptation and Renewal of Religious Life – The decree 

Perfectae Caritatis ("Of perfect charity", 1965) calls for 

"adaptation and renewal of the religious life [that] includes 

both the constant return to the sources of all Christian life and 

to the original spirit of the institutes and their adaptation to 

the changed conditions of our time."  

On the Ministry and Life of Priests – The decree 

Presbyterorum ordinis ("The order of priests", 1965) describes 

priests as "father and teacher" but also "brothers among 

brothers with all those who have been reborn at the baptismal 

font." Priests must "promote the dignity" of the laity, "willingly 

listen" to them, acknowledge and diligently foster "exalted 

charisms of the laity", and "entrust to the laity duties in the 

service of the Church, allowing them freedom and room for 

action." Also, the human and spiritual needs of priests are 

discussed in detail.  
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On Priestly Training – The decree Optatam totius ("Desired 

[renewal] of the whole", 1965).  

On Christian Education – The declaration Gravissimum 

educationis ("Extremely important [time] of education", 1965).  

Closing Statement – On 12 January 1966, a month after the 

close of the Council, Paul VI wrote the letter Udienze Generale 

on how the council was to be interpreted.  

Objections to the Council 

The questioning of the nature of and even validity of the 

Second Vatican Council continues to be a contending point of 

rejection and conflict among various religious communities, 

some of which are not in communion with the Catholic Church. 

In particular, two schools of thought may be discerned:  

• Various Traditionalist Catholics, who claim that the

modernising reforms that resulted both directly or

indirectly from the council consequently brought

detrimental effects, heretical acts, and indifference

to the customs, beliefs, and pious practices of the

Church before 1962. In addition, they say there is a

doctrinal contradiction between the council and

earlier papal statements regarding faith, morals and

doctrine declared prior to the council itself.

Furthermore, they claim that the council

decentralised the previous notion of the Catholic

Church's supremacy over other religions while

demoralising its longstanding pious practices of



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

533  

religiosity. They assert that, since there were no 

dogmatic proclamations defined within the 

documents of the Council, such documents are not 

infallible and therefore not canonically binding for 

faithful Catholics, most notably when such concilliar 

documents give way, as they say, to the loose 

implementation of longstanding Catholic doctrines 

that were previously sanctioned and upheld by 

former Popes prior to 1962. In light of this, most 

Traditionalist Catholics will exclusively adhere to the 

1917 Code of Canon Law. 

• Sedevacantists go beyond this in asserting that, after

breaking with Catholic tradition and espousing

heresy, present and future popes cannot legitimately

claim the papacy. Therefore it remains vacant, until

another papal claimant formally abandons the

Vatican II council and re-establishes former

traditional norms (prior to 1962 or prior to the reign

of John XXIII).

The most recent edition of the 1983 Code of Canon Law states 

that Catholics may not disregard the teaching of an ecumenical 

council even if it does not propose such as definitive. 

Accordingly, it also maintains the view that the present living 

pope alone judges the criterion of membership for being in 

communio with the Church. The present canon law further 

articulates:  

Although not an assent of faith, a religious submission of the 

intellect and will must be given to a Doctrine which the 

Supreme Pontiff or the College of Bishops declares concerning 

faith or morals when they exercise the authentic Magisterium, 
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even if they do not intend to proclaim it by definitive act; 

therefore, the Christian faithful are to take care to avoid those 

things which do not agree with it. 

Legacy 

In addition to general spiritual guidance, the Second Vatican 

Council produced very specific recommendations, such as in 

the document Gaudium et Spes: "Any act of war aimed 

indiscriminately at the destruction of entire cities of extensive 

areas along with their population is a crime against God and 

man himself. It merits unequivocal and unhesitating 

condemnation." Dignitatis humanae, authored largely by United 

States theologian John Courtney Murray, challenged the 

council fathers to find "reasons for religious freedom" in which 

they believed, and drew from scripture scholar John L. 

McKenzie the comment: "The Church can survive the disorder 

of development better than she can stand the living death of 

organized immobility."  

As a result of the reforms of Vatican II, on 15 August 1972 

Paul issued the motu proprioMinisteria Quaedam which in effect 

suppressed the minor orders and replaced them with two 

ministries, those of lector and acolyte. A major difference was: 

"Ministries may be assigned to lay Christians; hence they are 

no longer to be considered as reserved to candidates for the 

sacrament of orders."  

By "the spirit of Vatican II" is often meant promoting teachings 

and intentions attributed to the Second Vatican Council in 

ways not limited to literal readings of its documents, spoken of 
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as the "letter" of the Council (cf. Saint Paul's phrase, "the 

letter kills, but the Spirit gives life").  

The spirit of Vatican II is invoked for a great variety of ideas 

and attitudes. Bishop John Tong Hon of Hong Kong used it 

with regard merely to an openness to dialogue with others, 

saying: "We are guided by the spirit of Vatican II: only dialogue 

and negotiation can solve conflicts."  

In contrast, Michael Novak described it as a spirit that: 

... sometimes soared far beyond the actual, hard-won 

documents and decisions of Vatican II. ...It was as though the 

world (or at least the history of the Church) were now to be 

divided into only two periods, pre-Vatican II and post-Vatican 

II. Everything "pre" was then pretty much dismissed, so far as

its authority mattered. For the most extreme, to be a Catholic 

now meant to believe more or less anything one wished to 

believe, or at least in the sense in which one personally 

interpreted it. One could be a Catholic "in spirit". One could 

take Catholic to mean the 'culture' in which one was born, 

rather than to mean a creed making objective and rigorous 

demands. One could imagine Rome as a distant and irrelevant 

anachronism, embarrassment, even adversary. Rome as "them". 

From another perspective, Church historian John W. O'Malley 

writes:  

For the new churches it recommended adaptation to local 

cultures, including philosophical and theological adaptation. It 

also recommended that Catholic missionaries seek ways of 

cooperating with missionaries of other faiths and of fostering 

harmonious relations with them. It asserted that art from every 
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race and country be given scope in the liturgy of the church. 

More generally, it made clear that the church was sympathetic 

to the way of life of different peoples and races and was ready 

to appropriate aspects of different cultural traditions. Though 

obvious-sounding, these provisions were portentous. Where 

would they lead? 

• —John O'Malley, What Happened at Vatican II?

(Belknap Press, 2010).

To mark the fiftieth anniversary of the beginning of Vatican II, 

in October 2011, Benedict XVI declared the period from 

October 2012 to the Solemnity of Christ the King at the end of 

November 2013 a "Year of Faith", as:  

...a good opportunity to help people understand that the texts 

bequeathed by the Council Fathers, in the words of John Paul 

II, "have lost nothing of their value or brilliance". They need to 

be read correctly, to be widely known and taken to heart as 

important and normative texts of the Magisterium, within the 

Church's Tradition. ...I feel more than ever in duty bound to 

point to the Council as the great grace bestowed on the Church 

in the twentieth century: there we find a sure compass by 

which to take our bearings in the century now beginning. 

It has been suggested that the pontificate of Francis will be 

looked upon as the "decisive moment in the history of the 

church in which the full force of the Second Vatican Council's 

reformist vision was finally realized." Francis returned to the 

Vatican II theme of ressourcement, breaking with the Catholic 

philosophical tradition that had originated with Thomas 

Aquinas seven centuries before, and looked to original sources 

in the New Testament. In contrast to John Paul II who 
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emphasized continuity with the past in Vatican II's teachings, 

Francis' words and actions were noted from the start for their 

discontinuities, with an emphasis on Jesus himself and on 

mercy: a "church that is poor and for the poor", "disposal of 

the baroque trappings" in liturgical celebrations, and revision 

of the institutional aspects of the church. From his first 

gesture when elected Pope, calling himself simply Bishop of 

Rome, Francis connected with the thrust of the council away 

from "legalism, triumphalism, and clericalism". He made 

greater use of church synods, and instituted a more collegial 

manner of governance by constituting a Council of Cardinal 

Advisers from throughout the world to assist him which a 

church historian calls the "most important step in the history 

of the church for the past 10 centuries." His refocusing the 

Church on “a moral theology that rests on scripture and Jesus’ 

command to love” is also seen as coming from the Council, as 

is his lifting up the laity for mission and calling for the 

presence of women in theologates. He has softened the 

"forbidding" image of the Church by applying Vatican II's views 

on respect for conscience to issues like atheism, 

homosexuality, and the sacraments. This has led to a struggle 

between "anti-Vatican II diehards and clerics who prefer John 

XXIII’s (and Francis’s) generosity of spirit." On the issue of 

liturgy, he has tried to advance the renewal initiated by 

Vatican II that would elicit more conscious, active participation 

by the people. And while his predecessors had taken a dim 

view of liberation theology, his more positive view is seen as 

flowing from a discernment of "the signs of the times" called for 

by Gaudium et spes. He appointed more cardinals from the 

southern hemisphere and constituted an advisory counsel of 

eight cardinals from around the world to advise him on reform, 
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which a church historian calls the "most important step in the 

history of the church for the past 10 centuries."  

Saints of Vatican II 

Several of the fathers and theologians-experts, as well as 

several Roman Popes and council observers, became canonized 

saints or are in the process of canonization. These include:  

• John XXIII, pontiff who called for the council and

presided over it first

• Paul VI, second pope of the council

• John Paul II, council father as Bishop Karol Józef

Wojtyła

• Álvaro del Portillo, council father

• Fulton J. Sheen, council father

• John Paul I (pre-papacy as a father)

• Terence Cooke

• Frank Duff

• Cyril Bernard Papali



Chapter 14 

Counterculture of the 1960s 

The counterculture of the 1960s was an anti-establishment 

cultural phenomenon that developed throughout much of the 

Western world between the mid-1960s and the mid-1970s. The 

aggregate movement gained momentum as the U.S. Civil Rights 

Movement continued to grow, and, with the expansion of the 

American Government's extensive military intervention in 

Vietnam, would later become revolutionary to some. As the 

1960s progressed, widespread social tensions also developed 

concerning other issues, and tended to flow along generational 

lines regarding human sexuality, women's rights, traditional 

modes of authority, experimentation with psychoactive drugs, 

and differing interpretations of the American Dream. Many key 

movements related to these issues were born or advanced 

within the counterculture of the 1960s.  

As the era unfolded, what emerged were new cultural forms 

and a dynamic subculture that celebrated experimentation, 

modern incarnations of Bohemianism, and the rise of the 

hippie and other alternative lifestyles. This embrace of 

creativity is particularly notable in the works of musical acts 

such as the Beatles and Bob Dylan, as well as of New 

Hollywood filmmakers, whose works became far less restricted 

by censorship. Within and across many disciplines, many other 

creative artists, authors, and thinkers helped define the 

counterculture movement. Everyday fashion experienced a 

decline of the suit and especially of the wearing of hats; styles 

based around jeans, for both men and women, became an 
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important fashion movement that has continued up to the 

present day.  

Several factors distinguished the counterculture of the 1960s 

from the anti-authoritarian movements of previous eras. The 

post-World War II baby boom generated an unprecedented 

number of potentially disaffected youth as prospective 

participants in a rethinking of the direction of the United 

States and other democratic societies. Post-war affluence 

allowed much of the counterculture generation to move beyond 

the provision of the material necessities of life that had 

preoccupied their Depression-era parents. The era was also 

notable in that a significant portion of the array of behaviors 

and "causes" within the larger movement were quickly 

assimilated within mainstream society, particularly in the US, 

even though counterculture participants numbered in the clear 

minority within their respective national populations.  

In general, the counterculture era commenced in earnest with 

the assassination of John F. Kennedy in November 1963; 

became absorbed into the popular culture with the termination 

of U.S. combat military involvement in Southeast Asia; and 

ultimately concluded with the end of the draft in 1973 and the 

resignation of President Richard Nixon in August 1974.  

Background 

Post-war geopolitics 

The Cold War between communist and capitalist states 

involved espionage and preparation for war between powerful 
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nations, along with political and military interference by 

powerful states in the internal affairs of less powerful nations. 

Poor outcomes from some of these activities set the stage for 

disillusionment with, and distrust of, post-war governments. 

Examples included harsh responses from Soviet Union (USSR) 

towards popular anti-communist uprisings, such as the 1956 

Hungarian Revolution and Czechoslovakia's Prague Spring in 

1968; and the botched U.S. Bay of Pigs Invasion of Cuba in 

1961.  

In the US, President Dwight D. Eisenhower's initial deception 

over the nature of the 1960 U-2 incident resulted in the 

government being caught in a blatant lie at the highest levels, 

and contributed to a backdrop of growing distrust of authority 

among many who came of age during the period. The Partial 

Test Ban Treaty divided the establishment within the US along 

political and military lines. Internal political disagreements 

concerning treaty obligations in Southeast Asia (SEATO), 

especially in Vietnam, and debate as to how other communist 

insurgencies should be challenged, also created a rift of 

dissent within the establishment. In the UK, the Profumo affair 

also involved establishment leaders being caught in deception, 

leading to disillusionment and serving as a catalyst for liberal 

activism.  

The Cuban Missile Crisis, which brought the world to the brink 

of nuclear war in October 1962, was largely fomented by 

duplicitous speech and actions on the part of the Soviet Union. 

The assassination of US President John F. Kennedy in 

November 1963, and the attendant theories concerning the 

event, led to further diminished trust in government, including 

among younger people.  
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Social issues and calls to action 

Many social issues fueled the growth of the larger 

counterculture movement. One was a nonviolent movement in 

the United States seeking to resolve constitutional civil rights 

illegalities, especially regarding general racial segregation, 

longstanding disfranchisement of blacks in the South by white-

dominated state government, and ongoing racial discrimination 

in jobs, housing, and access to public places in both the North 

and the South.  

On college and university campuses, student activists fought 

for the right to exercise their basic constitutional rights, 

especially freedom of speech and freedom of assembly. Many 

counterculture activists became aware of the plight of the poor, 

and community organizers fought for the funding of anti-

poverty programs, particularly in the South and within inner 

city areas in the United States.  

Environmentalism grew from a greater understanding of the 

ongoing damage caused by industrialization, resultant 

pollution, and the misguided use of chemicals such as 

pesticides in well-meaning efforts to improve the quality of life 

for the rapidly growing population. Authors such as Rachel 

Carson played key roles in developing a new awareness among 

the global population of the fragility of our planet, despite 

resistance from elements of the establishment in many 

countries.  

The need to address minority rights of women, gay people, the 

handicapped, and many other neglected constituencies within 

the larger population came to the forefront as an increasing 
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number of primarily younger people broke free from the 

constraints of 1950s orthodoxy and struggled to create a more 

inclusive and tolerant social landscape.  

The availability of new and more effective forms of birth control 

was a key underpinning of the sexual revolution. The notion of 

"recreational sex" without the threat of unwanted pregnancy 

radically changed the social dynamic and permitted both 

women and men much greater freedom in the selection of 

sexual lifestyles outside the confines of traditional marriage. 

With this change in attitude, by the 1990s the ratio of children 

born out of wedlock rose from 5% to 25% for Whites and from 

25% to 66% for African-Americans.  

Emergent media 

Television 

For those born after World War II, the emergence of television 

as a source of entertainment and information—as well as the 

associated massive expansion of consumerism afforded by 

post-war affluence and encouraged by TV advertising—were key 

components in creating disillusionment for some younger 

people and in the formulation of new social behaviours, even 

as ad agencies heavily courted the "hip" youth market. In the 

US, nearly real-time TV news coverage of the civil rights 

movement era's 1963 Birmingham Campaign, the "Bloody 

Sunday" event of the 1965 Selma to Montgomery marches, and 

graphic news footage from Vietnam brought horrifying, moving 

images of the bloody reality of armed conflict into living rooms 

for the first time.  
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New cinema 

The breakdown of enforcement of the US Hays Code concerning 

censorship in motion picture production, the use of new forms 

of artistic expression in European and Asian cinema, and the 

advent of modern production values heralded a new era of art-

house, pornographic, and mainstream film production, 

distribution, and exhibition. The end of censorship resulted in 

a complete reformation of the western film industry. With new-

found artistic freedom, a generation of exceptionally talented 

New Wave film makers working across all genres brought 

realistic depictions of previously prohibited subject matter to 

neighborhood theater screens for the first time, even as 

Hollywood film studios were still considered a part of the 

establishment by some elements of the counterculture. 

Successful 60s new films of the New Hollywood were Bonnie 

and Clyde, The Graduate, The Wild Bunch, and Peter Fonda's 

Easy Rider.  

New radio 

By the later 1960s, previously under-regarded FM radio 

replaced AM radio as the focal point for the ongoing explosion 

of rock and roll music, and became the nexus of youth-oriented 

news and advertising for the counterculture generation.  

Changing lifestyles 

Communes, collectives, and intentional communities regained 

popularity during this era. Early communities such as the Hog 
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Farm, Quarry Hill, and Drop City in the US were established as 

straightforward agrarian attempts to return to the land and 

live free of interference from outside influences. As the era 

progressed, many people established and populated new 

communities in response to not only disillusionment with 

standard community forms, but also dissatisfaction with 

certain elements of the counterculture itself. Some of these 

self-sustaining communities have been credited with the birth 

and propagation of the international Green Movement.  

The emergence of an interest in expanded spiritual 

consciousness, yoga, occult practices and increased human 

potential helped to shift views on organized religion during the 

era. In 1957, 69% of US residents polled by Gallup said 

religion was increasing in influence. By the late 1960s, polls 

indicated less than 20% still held that belief.  

The "Generation Gap", or the inevitable perceived divide in 

worldview between the old and young, was perhaps never 

greater than during the counterculture era. A large measure of 

the generational chasm of the 1960s and early 1970s was born 

of rapidly evolving fashion and hairstyle trends that were 

readily adopted by the young, but often misunderstood and 

ridiculed by the old. These included the wearing of very long 

hair by men, the wearing of natural or "Afro" hairstyles by 

black people, the donning of revealing clothing by women in 

public, and the mainstreaming of the psychedelic clothing and 

regalia of the short-lived hippie culture. Ultimately, practical 

and comfortable casual apparel, namely updated forms of T-

shirts (often tie-dyed, or emblazoned with political or 

advertising statements), and Levi Strauss-branded blue denim 

jeans became the enduring uniform of the generation, as daily 
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wearing of suits along with traditional Western dress codes 

declined in use. The fashion dominance of the counterculture 

effectively ended with the rise of the Disco and Punk Rock eras 

in the later 1970s, even as the global popularity of T-shirts, 

denim jeans, and casual clothing in general have continued to 

grow.  

Emergent middle-class drug culture 

In the western world, the ongoing criminal legal status of the 

recreational drug industry was instrumental in the formation 

of an anti-establishment social dynamic by some of those 

coming of age during the counterculture era. The explosion of 

marijuana use during the era, in large part by students on 

fast-expanding college campuses, created an attendant need 

for increasing numbers of people to conduct their personal 

affairs in secret in the procurement and use of banned 

substances. The classification of marijuana as a narcotic, and 

the attachment of severe criminal penalties for its use, drove 

the act of smoking marijuana, and experimentation with 

substances in general, deep underground. Many began to live 

largely clandestine lives because of their choice to use such 

drugs and substances, fearing retribution from their 

governments.  

Law enforcement 

The confrontations between college students (and other 

activists) and law enforcement officials became one of the 

hallmarks of the era. Many younger people began to show deep 

distrust of police, and terms such as "fuzz" and "pig" as 
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derogatory epithets for police reappeared, and became key 

words within the counterculture lexicon. The distrust of police 

was based not only on fear of police brutality during political 

protests, but also on generalized police corruption – especially 

police manufacture of false evidence, and outright entrapment, 

in drug cases. In the US, the social tension between elements 

of the counterculture and law enforcement reached the 

breaking point in many notable cases, including: the Columbia 

University protests of 1968 in New York City, the 1968 

Democratic National Convention protests in Chicago, the arrest 

and imprisonment of John Sinclair in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

and the Kent State shootings at Kent State University in Kent, 

Ohio, where National Guardsman acted as surrogates for 

police. Police malfeasance was also an ongoing issue in the UK 

during the era.  

Vietnam War 

The Vietnam War, and the protracted national divide between 

supporters and opponents of the war, were arguably the most 

important factors contributing to the rise of the larger 

counterculture movement.  

The widely accepted assertion that anti-war opinion was held 

only among the young is a myth, but enormous war protests 

consisting of thousands of mostly younger people in every 

major US city, and elsewhere across the Western world, 

effectively united millions against the war, and against the war 

policy that prevailed under five US congresses and during two 

presidential administrations.  
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Regions 

Western Europe 

• The counterculture movement took hold in Western

Europe, with London, Amsterdam, Paris, Rome and

Milan, Copenhagen and West Berlin rivaling San

Francisco and New York as counterculture centers.

The UK Underground was a movement linked to the growing 

subculture in the US and associated with the hippie 

phenomenon, generating its own magazines and newspapers, 

fashion, music groups, and clubs. Underground figure Barry 

Miles said, "The underground was a catch-all sobriquet for a 

community of like-minded anti-establishment, anti-war, pro-

rock'n'roll individuals, most of whom had a common interest in 

recreational drugs. They saw peace, exploring a widened area 

of consciousness, love and sexual experimentation as more 

worthy of their attention than entering the rat race. The 

straight, consumerist lifestyle was not to their liking, but they 

did not object to others living it. But at that time the middle 

classes still felt they had the right to impose their values on 

everyone else, which resulted in conflict."  

In the Netherlands, Provo was a counterculture movement that 

focused on "provocative direct action ('pranks' and 

'happenings') to arouse society from political and social 

indifference..."  

In France, the General Strike centered in Paris in May 1968 

united French students, and nearly toppled the government.  
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Kommune 1 or K1 was a commune in West Germany known for 

its bizarre staged events that fluctuated between satire and 

provocation. These events served as inspiration for the "Sponti" 

movement and other leftist groups. In the late summer of 1968, 

the commune moved into a deserted factory on Stephanstraße 

in order to reorient. This second phase of Kommune 1 was 

characterized by sex, music and drugs. Soon, the commune 

was receiving visitors from all over the world, including Jimi 

Hendrix.  

In Eastern Europe 

Mánička is a Czech term used for young people with long hair, 

usually males, in Czechoslovakia through the 1960s and 

1970s. Long hair for males during this time was considered an 

expression of political and social attitudes in communist 

Czechoslovakia. From the mid-1960s, the long-haired and 

"untidy" persons (so called máničky or vlasatci (in English: 

Mops) were banned from entering pubs, cinema halls, theatres 

and using public transportation in several Czech cities and 

towns. In 1964, the public transportation regulations in Most 

and Litvínov excluded long-haired máničky as displeasure-

evoking persons. Two years later, the municipal council in 

Poděbrady banned máničky from entering cultural institutions 

in the town. In August 1966, Rudé právo informed that 

máničky in Prague were banned from visiting restaurants of the 

I. and II. price category.  

In 1966, during a big campaign coordinated by the Communist 

Party of Czechoslovakia, around 4,000 young males were forced 

to cut their hair, often in the cells with the assistance of the 

state police. On August 19, 1966, during a "safety 
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intervention" organized by the state police, 140 long-haired 

people were arrested. As a response, the "community of long-

haired" organized a protest in Prague. More than 100 people 

cheered slogans such as "Give us back our hair!" or "Away with 

hairdressers!". The state police arrested the organizers and 

several participants of the meeting. Some of them were given 

prison sentences. According to the newspaper Mladá fronta 

Dnes, the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior in 1966 even 

compiled a detailed map of the frequency of occurrence of long-

haired males in Czechoslovakia. In August 1969, during the 

first anniversary of the Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia, 

the long-haired youth were one of the most active voices in the 

state protesting against the occupation. Youth protesters have 

been labeled as "vagabonds" and "slackers" by the official 

normalized press.  

In Australia 

Oz magazine was first published as a satirical humour 

magazine between 1963 and 1969 in Sydney, Australia, and, in 

its second and better known incarnation, became a 

"psychedelic hippy" magazine from 1967 to 1973 in London. 

Strongly identified as part of the underground press, it was the 

subject of two celebrated obscenity trials, one in Australia in 

1964 and the other in the United Kingdom in 1971.  

The Digger was published monthly between 1972 and 1975 and 

served as a national outlet for many movements within 

Australia's counterculture with notable contributors—including 

second-wave feminists Anne Summers and Helen Garner, 

Californian cartoonist Ron Cobb's observations during a year-

long stay in the country, Aboriginal activist Cheryl Buchanan, 
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radical scientist Alan Roberts on global warming—and ongoing 

coverage of cultural trailblazers such as the Australian 

Performing Group (aka Pram Factory), and emerging Australian 

filmmakers. The Digger was produced by an evolving collective, 

many of whom had previously produced counterculture 

newspapers Revolution and High Times, and all three of these 

magazines were co-founded by publisher/editor Phillip Frazer 

who launched Australia's legendary pop music paper Go-Set in 

1966, when he was himself a teenager.  

Latin America 

In Mexico, rock music was tied into the youth revolt of the 

1960s. Mexico City, as well as northern cities such as 

Monterrey, Nuevo Laredo, Ciudad Juárez, and Tijuana, were 

exposed to US music. Many Mexican rock stars became 

involved in the counterculture. The three-day Festival Rock y 

Ruedas de Avándaro, held in 1971, was organized in the valley 

of Avándaro near the city of Toluca, a town neighboring Mexico 

City, and became known as "The Mexican Woodstock". Nudity, 

drug use, and the presence of the US flag scandalized 

conservative Mexican society to such an extent that the 

government clamped down on rock and roll performances for 

the rest of the decade. The festival, marketed as proof of 

Mexico's modernization, was never expected to attract the 

masses it did, and the government had to evacuate stranded 

attendees en masse at the end. This occurred during the era of 

President Luis Echeverría, an extremely repressive era in 

Mexican history. Anything that could be connected to the 

counterculture or student protests was prohibited from being 

broadcast on public airwaves, with the government fearing a 

repeat of the student protests of 1968. Few bands survived the 
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prohibition; though the ones that did, like Three Souls in My 

Mind (now El Tri), remained popular due in part to their 

adoption of Spanish for their lyrics, but mostly as a result of a 

dedicated underground following. While Mexican rock groups 

were eventually able to perform publicly by the mid-1980s, the 

ban prohibiting tours of Mexico by foreign acts lasted until 

1989.  

The Cordobazo was a civil uprising in the city of Córdoba, 

Argentina, in the end of May 1969, during the military 

dictatorship of General Juan Carlos Onganía, which occurred a 

few days after the Rosariazo, and a year after the French May 

'68. Contrary to previous protests, the Cordobazo did not 

correspond to previous struggles, headed by Marxist workers' 

leaders, but associated students and workers in the same 

struggle against the military government.  

Social and political movements 

Ethnic movements 

The Civil Rights Movement, a key element of the larger 

counterculture movement, involved the use of applied 

nonviolence to assure that equal rights guaranteed under the 

U.S. Constitution would apply to all citizens. Many states 

illegally denied many of these rights to African-Americans, and 

this was partially successfully addressed in the early and mid-

1960s in several major nonviolent movements.  

The Chicano Movement of the 1960s, also called the Chicano 

civil rights movement, was a civil rights movement extending 
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the Mexican-American civil rights movement of the 1960s with 

the stated goal of achieving Mexican American empowerment.  

The American Indian Movement (or AIM) is a Native American 

grassroots movement that was founded in July 1968 in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. A.I.M. was initially formed in urban 

areas to address systemic issues of poverty and police brutality 

against Native Americans. A.I.M. soon widened its focus from 

urban issues to include many Indigenous Tribal issues that 

Native American groups have faced due to settler colonialism of 

the Americas, such as treaty rights, high rates of 

unemployment, education, cultural continuity, and 

preservation of Indigenous cultures.  

The Asian American movement was a sociopolitical movement 

in which the widespread grassroots effort of Asian Americans 

affected racial, social and political change in the U.S, reaching 

its peak in the late 1960s to mid-1970s. During this period 

Asian Americans promoted antiwar and anti-imperialist 

activism, directly opposing what was viewed as an unjust 

Vietnam war. The American Asian Movement (AAM) differs from 

previous Asian-American activism due to its emphasis on Pan-

Asianism and its solidarity with U.S. and international Third 

World movements.  

"Its founding principle of coalition politics emphasizes 

solidarity among Asians of all ethnicities, multiracial solidarity 

among Asian Americans as well as with African, Latino, and 

Native Americans in the United States, and transnational 

solidarity with peoples around the globe impacted by U.S. 

militarism."  
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The Nuyorican Movement is a cultural and intellectual 

movement involving poets, writers, musicians and artists who 

are Puerto Rican or of Puerto-Rican descent, who live in or 

near New York City, and either call themselves or are known as 

Nuyoricans. It originated in the late 1960s and early 1970s in 

neighborhoods such as Loisaida, East Harlem, Williamsburg, 

and the South Bronx as a means to validate Puerto Rican 

experience in the United States, particularly for poor and 

working-class people who suffered from marginalization, 

ostracism, and discrimination.  

Young Cuban exiles in the United States would develop 

interests in Cuban identity, and politics. This younger 

generation had experienced the United States during the rising 

anti-war movement, civil rights movement, and feminist 

movement of the 1960s, causing them to be influenced by 

radicals that encouraged political introspection, and social 

justice. Figures like Fidel Castro and Che Guevara were also 

heavily praised among American student radicals at the time. 

These factors helped push some young Cubans into advocating 

for different degrees of rapprochement with Cuba. Those most 

likely to become more radical were Cubans who were more 

culturally isolated from being outside the Cuban enclave of 

Miami.  

Free Speech 

Much of the 1960s counterculture originated on college 

campuses. The 1964 Free Speech Movement at the University 

of California, Berkeley, which had its roots in the Civil Rights 

Movement of the southern United States, was one early 

example. At Berkeley a group of students began to identify 
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themselves as having interests as a class that were at odds 

with the interests and practices of the University and its 

corporate sponsors. Other rebellious young people, who were 

not students, also contributed to the Free Speech Movement.  

New Left 

• The New Left is a term used in different countries to

describe left-wing movements that occurred in the

1960s and 1970s in the Western world. They differed

from earlier leftist movements that had been more

oriented towards labour activism, and instead

adopted social activism. The American "New Left" is

associated with college campus mass protests and

radical leftist movements. The British "New Left" was

an intellectually driven movement that attempted to

correct the perceived errors of "Old Left" parties in

the post–World War II period. The movements began

to wind down in the 1970s, when activists either

committed themselves to party projects, developed

social justice organizations, moved into identity

politics or alternative lifestyles, or became politically

inactive.

The emergence of the New Left in the 1950s and 1960s led to a 

revival of interest in libertarian socialism. The New Left's 

critique of the Old Left's authoritarianism was associated with 

a strong interest in personal liberty, autonomy (see the 

thinking of Cornelius Castoriadis) and led to a rediscovery of 

older socialist traditions, such as left communism, council 

communism, and the Industrial Workers of the World. The New 

Left also led to a revival of anarchism. Journals like Radical 
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America and Black Mask in America, Solidarity, Big Flame and 

Democracy & Nature, succeeded by The International Journal of 

Inclusive Democracy, in the UK, introduced a range of left 

libertarian ideas to a new generation. Social ecology, 

autonomism and, more recently, participatory economics 

(parecon), and Inclusive Democracy emerged from this.  

A surge of popular interest in anarchism occurred in western 

nations during the 1960s and 1970s. Anarchism was 

influential in the counterculture of the 1960s and anarchists 

actively participated in the late 60s students and workers 

revolts. During the IX Congress of the Italian Anarchist 

Federation in Carrara in 1965, a group decided to split off from 

this organization and created the Gruppi di Iniziativa 

Anarchica. In the 70s, it was mostly composed of "veteran 

individualist anarchists with a pacifism orientation, naturism, 

etc, ...". In 1968, in Carrara, Italy the International of 

Anarchist Federations was founded during an international 

anarchist conference held there in 1968 by the three existing 

European federations of France, the Italian and the Iberian 

Anarchist Federation as well as the Bulgarian federation in 

French exile. During the events of May 68 the anarchist groups 

active in France were Fédération anarchiste, Mouvement 

communiste libertaire, Union fédérale des anarchistes, Alliance 

ouvrière anarchiste, Union des groupes anarchistes 

communistes, Noir et Rouge, Confédération nationale du 

travail, Union anarcho-syndicaliste, Organisation 

révolutionnaire anarchiste, Cahiers socialistes libertaires, À 

contre-courant, La Révolution prolétarienne, and the 

publications close to Émile Armand.  
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The New Left in the United States also included anarchist, 

countercultural and hippie-related radical groups such as the 

Yippies who were led by Abbie Hoffman, The Diggers and Up 

Against the Wall Motherfuckers. By late 1966, the Diggers 

opened free stores which simply gave away their stock, 

provided free food, distributed free drugs, gave away money, 

organized free music concerts, and performed works of political 

art. The Diggers took their name from the original English 

Diggers led by Gerrard Winstanley and sought to create a mini-

society free of money and capitalism. On the other hand, the 

Yippies employed theatrical gestures, such as advancing a pig 

("Pigasus the Immortal") as a candidate for President in 1968, 

to mock the social status quo. They have been described as a 

highly theatrical, anti-authoritarian and anarchist youth 

movement of "symbolic politics". Since they were well known 

for street theater and politically themed pranks, many of the 

"old school" political left either ignored or denounced them. 

According to ABC News, "The group was known for street 

theater pranks and was once referred to as the 'Groucho 

Marxists'."  

Anti-war 

In Trafalgar Square, London in 1958, in an act of civil 

disobedience, 60,000–100,000 protesters made up of students 

and pacifists converged in what was to become the "ban the 

Bomb" demonstrations.  

Opposition to the Vietnam War began in 1964 on United States 

college campuses. Student activism became a dominant theme 

among the baby boomers, growing to include many other 

demographic groups. Exemptions and deferments for the 
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middle and upper classes resulted in the induction of a 

disproportionate number of poor, working-class, and minority 

registrants. Countercultural books such as MacBird by 

Barbara Garson and much of the counterculture music 

encouraged a spirit of non-conformism and anti-

establishmentarianism. By 1968, the year after a large march 

to the United Nations in New York City and a large protest at 

the Pentagon were undertaken, a majority of people in the 

country opposed the war.  

Anti-nuclear 

The application of nuclear technology, both as a source of 

energy and as an instrument of war, has been controversial.  

Scientists and diplomats have debated the nuclear weapons 

policy since before the atomic bombing of Hiroshima in 1945. 

The public became concerned about nuclear weapons testing 

from about 1954, following extensive nuclear testing in the 

Pacific. In 1961 and 1962, at the height of the Cold War, about 

50,000 women brought together by Women Strike for Peace 

marched in 60 cities in the United States to demonstrate 

against nuclear weapons. In 1963, many countries ratified the 

Partial Test Ban Treaty which prohibited atmospheric nuclear 

testing.  

Some local opposition to nuclear power emerged in the early 

1960s, and in the late 1960s some members of the scientific 

community began to express their concerns. In the early 

1970s, there were large protests about a proposed nuclear 

power plant in Wyhl, Germany. The project was cancelled in 

1975 and anti-nuclear success at Wyhl inspired opposition to 
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nuclear power in other parts of Europe and North America. 

Nuclear power became an issue of major public protest in the 

1970s.  

Feminism 

• The role of women as full-time homemakers in 

industrial society was challenged in 1963, when US 

feminist Betty Friedan published The Feminine 

Mystique, giving momentum to the women's 

movement and influencing what many called Second-

wave feminism. Other activists, such as Gloria 

Steinem and Angela Davis, either organized, 

influenced, or educated many of a younger 

generation of women to endorse and expand feminist 

thought. Feminism gained further currency within 

the protest movements of the late 1960s, as women 

in movements such as Students for a Democratic 

Society rebelled against the "support" role they 

believed they had been consigned to within the male-

dominated New Left, as well as against perceived 

manifestations and statements of sexism within some 

radical groups. The 1970 pamphlet Women and Their 

Bodies, soon expanded into the 1971 book Our 

Bodies, Ourselves, was particularly influential in 

bringing about the new feminist consciousness. 

Environmentalism 

The 1960s counterculture embraced a back-to-the-land ethic, 

and communes of the era often relocated to the country from 
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cities. Influential books of the 1960s included Rachel Carson's 

Silent Spring and Paul Ehrlich's The Population Bomb. 

Counterculture environmentalists were quick to grasp the 

implications of Ehrlich's writings on overpopulation, the 

Hubbert "peak oil" prediction, and more general concerns over 

pollution, litter, the environmental effects of the Vietnam War, 

automobile-dependent lifestyles, and nuclear energy. More 

broadly they saw that the dilemmas of energy and resource 

allocation would have implications for geo-politics, lifestyle, 

environment, and other dimensions of modern life. The "back 

to nature" theme was already prevalent in the counterculture 

by the time of the 1969 Woodstock festival, while the first 

Earth Day in 1970 was significant in bringing environmental 

concerns to the forefront of youth culture. At the start of the 

1970s, counterculture-oriented publications like the Whole 

Earth Catalog and The Mother Earth News were popular, out of 

which emerged a back to the land movement. The 1960s and 

early 1970s counterculture were early adopters of practices 

such as recycling and organic farming long before they became 

mainstream. The counterculture interest in ecology progressed 

well into the 1970s: particularly influential were New Left eco-

anarchist Murray Bookchin, Jerry Mander's criticism of the 

effects of television on society, Ernest Callenbach's novel 

Ecotopia, Edward Abbey's fiction and non-fiction writings, and 

E.F. Schumacher's economics book Small Is Beautiful.  

Producerist 

The National Farmers Organization (NFO) is a producerist 

movement founded in 1955. It became notorious for being 

associated with property violence and threats committed 

without official approval of the organization, from a 1964 
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incident when two members were crushed under the rear 

wheels of a cattle truck, for orchestrating the withholding of 

commodities, and for opposition to coops unwilling to withhold. 

During withholding protests, farmers would purposely destroy 

food or wastefully slaughter their animals in an attempt to 

raise prices and gain media exposure. The NFO failed to 

persuade the U.S. government to establish a quota system as is 

currently practiced today in the milk, cheese, eggs and poultry 

supply management programs in Canada.  

Gay liberation 

The Stonewall riots were a series of spontaneous, violent 

demonstrations against a police raid that took place in the 

early morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn, a 

gay bar in the Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York 

City. This is frequently cited as the first instance in US history 

when people in the gay community fought back against a 

government-sponsored system that persecuted Gay minorities, 

and became the defining event that marked the start of the Gay 

rights movement in the United States and around the world.  

Culture 

Mod subculture 

Mod is a subculture that began in London and spread 

throughout Great Britain and elsewhere, eventually influencing 

fashions and trends in other countries, and continues today on 

a smaller scale. Focused on music and fashion, the subculture 
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has its roots in a small group of stylish London-based young 

men in the late 1950s who were termed modernists because 

they listened to modern jazz. Elements of the mod subculture 

include fashion (often tailor-made suits); music (including 

soul, rhythm and blues, ska, jazz, and later splintering off into 

rock and freakbeat after the peak Mod era); and motor scooters 

(usually Lambretta or Vespa). The original mod scene was 

associated with amphetamine-fuelled all-night dancing at 

clubs.  

During the early to mid 1960s, as mod grew and spread 

throughout the UK, certain elements of the mod scene became 

engaged in well-publicised clashes with members of rival 

subculture, rockers. The mods and rockers conflict led 

sociologist Stanley Cohen to use the term "moral panic" in his 

study about the two youth subcultures, which examined media 

coverage of the mod and rocker riots in the 1960s.  

By 1965, conflicts between mods and rockers began to subside 

and mods increasingly gravitated towards pop art and 

psychedelia. London became synonymous with fashion, music, 

and pop culture in these years, a period often referred to as 

"Swinging London." During this time, mod fashions spread to 

other countries and became popular in the United States and 

elsewhere—with mod now viewed less as an isolated 

subculture, but emblematic of the larger youth culture of the 

era.  

Hippies 

After the January 14, 1967 Human Be-In in San Francisco 

organized by artist Michael Bowen, the media's attention on 
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culture was fully activated. In 1967, Scott McKenzie's rendition 

of the song "San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Flowers in Your 

Hair)" brought as many as 100,000 young people from all over 

the world to celebrate San Francisco's "Summer of Love." While 

the song had originally been written by John Phillips of The 

Mamas & the Papas to promote the June 1967 Monterey Pop 

Festival, it became an instant hit worldwide (#4 in the United 

States, #1 in Europe) and quickly transcended its original 

purpose.  

San Francisco's flower children, also called "hippies" by local 

newspaper columnist Herb Caen, adopted new styles of dress, 

experimented with psychedelic drugs, lived communally and 

developed a vibrant music scene. When people returned home 

from "The Summer of Love" these styles and behaviors spread 

quickly from San Francisco and Berkeley to many US and 

Canadian cities and European capitals. Some hippies formed 

communes to live as far outside of the established system as 

possible. This aspect of the counterculture rejected active 

political engagement with the mainstream and, following the 

dictate of Timothy Leary to "Turn on, tune in, drop out", hoped 

to change society by dropping out of it. Looking back on his 

own life (as a Harvard professor) prior to 1960, Leary 

interpreted it to have been that of "an anonymous institutional 

employee who drove to work each morning in a long line of 

commuter cars and drove home each night and drank 

martinis ... like several million middle-class, liberal, 

intellectual robots."  

As members of the hippie movement grew older and moderated 

their lives and their views, and especially after US involvement 

in the Vietnam War ended in the mid-1970s, the 
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counterculture was largely absorbed by the mainstream, 

leaving a lasting impact on philosophy, morality, music, art, 

alternative health and diet, lifestyle and fashion.  

In addition to a new style of clothing, philosophy, art, music 

and various views on anti-war, and anti-establishment, some 

hippies decided to turn away from modern society and re-settle 

on ranches, or communes. The very first of communes in the 

United States was a seven-acre land in Southern Colorado, 

named Drop City. According to Timothy Miller,  

Drop City brought together most of the themes that had been 

developing in other recent communities-anarchy, pacifism, 

sexual freedom, rural isolation, interest in drugs, art-and 

wrapped them flamboyantly into a commune not quite like any 

that had gone before. Many of the inhabitants practiced acts 

like reusing trash and recycled materials to build geodesic 

domes for shelter and other various purposes; using various 

drugs like marijuana and LSD, and creating various pieces of 

Drop Art. After the initial success of Drop City, visitors would 

take the idea of communes and spread them. Another 

commune called "The Ranch" was very similar to the culture of 

Drop City, as well as new concepts like giving children of the 

commune extensive freedoms known as "children's rights".  

Marijuana, LSD, and other recreational 

drugs 

During the 1960s, this second group of casual lysergic acid 

diethylamide (LSD) users evolved and expanded into a 

subculture that extolled the mystical and religious symbolism 
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often engendered by the drug's powerful effects, and advocated 

its use as a method of raising consciousness. The personalities 

associated with the subculture, gurus such as Timothy Leary 

and psychedelic rock musicians such as the Grateful Dead, 

Pink Floyd, Jimi Hendrix, The Byrds, Janis Joplin, The Doors, 

and The Beatles, soon attracted a great deal of publicity, 

generating further interest in LSD.  

The popularization of LSD outside of the medical world was 

hastened when individuals such as Ken Kesey participated in 

drug trials and liked what they saw. Tom Wolfe wrote a widely 

read account of these early days of LSD's entrance into the 

non-academic world in his book The Electric Kool Aid Acid Test, 

which documented the cross-country, acid-fueled voyage of Ken 

Kesey and the Merry Pranksters on the psychedelic bus 

"Furthur" and the Pranksters' later "Acid Test" LSD parties. In 

1965, Sandoz laboratories stopped its still legal shipments of 

LSD to the United States for research and psychiatric use, 

after a request from the US government concerned about its 

use. By April 1966, LSD use had become so widespread that 

Time Magazine warned about its dangers. In December 1966, 

the exploitation film Hallucination Generation was released. 

This was followed by The Trip in 1967 and Psych-Out in 1968.  

Psychedelic research and 

experimentation 

As most research on psychedelics began in the 1940s and 50s, 

heavy experimentation made its effect in the 1960s during this 

era of change and movement. Researchers were gaining 
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acknowledgment and popularity with their promotion of 

psychedelia. This really anchored the change that 

counterculture instigators and followers began. Most research 

was conducted at top collegiate institutes, such as Harvard 

University.  

Timothy Leary and his Harvard research team had hopes for 

potential changes in society. Their research began with 

psilocybin mushrooms and was called the Harvard Psilocybin 

Project. In one study known as the Concord Prison Experiment, 

Leary investigated the potential for psilocybin to reduce 

recidivism in criminals being released from prison. After the 

research sessions, Leary did a follow-up. He found that "75% of 

the turned on prisoners who were released had stayed out of 

jail." He believed he had solved the nation's crime problem. But 

with many officials skeptical, this breakthrough was not 

promoted.  

Because of the personal experiences with these drugs Leary 

and his many outstanding colleagues, Aldous Huxley (The 

Doors of Perception) and Alan Watts (The Joyous Cosmology) 

believed that these were the mechanisms that could bring 

peace to not only the nation but the world. As their research 

continued the media followed them and published their work 

and documented their behavior, the trend of this 

counterculture drug experimentation began.  

Leary made attempts to bring more organized awareness to 

people interested in the study of psychedelics. He confronted 

the Senate committee in Washington and recommended for 

colleges to authorize the conduction of laboratory courses in 

psychedelics. He noted that these courses would "end the 
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indiscriminate use of LSD and would be the most popular and 

productive courses ever offered". Although these men were 

seeking an ultimate enlightenment, reality eventually proved 

that the potential they thought was there could not be reached, 

at least in this time. The change they sought for the world had 

not been permitted by the political systems of all the nations 

these men pursued their research in. Ram Dass states, "Tim 

and I actually had a chart on the wall about how soon everyone 

would be enlightened ... We found out that real change is 

harder. We downplayed the fact that the psychedelic 

experience isn't for everyone."  

Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters 

Ken Kesey and his Merry Pranksters helped shape the 

developing character of the 1960s counterculture when they 

embarked on a cross-country voyage during the summer of 

1964 in a psychedelic school bus named "Furthur." Beginning 

in 1959, Kesey had volunteered as a research subject for 

medical trials financed by the CIA's MK ULTRA project. These 

trials tested the effects of LSD, psilocybin, mescaline, and 

other psychedelic drugs. After the medical trials, Kesey 

continued experimenting on his own, and involved many close 

friends; collectively they became known as "The Merry 

Pranksters." The Pranksters visited Harvard LSD proponent 

Timothy Leary at his Millbrook, New York retreat, and 

experimentation with LSD and other psychedelic drugs, 

primarily as a means for internal reflection and personal 

growth, became a constant during the Prankster trip.  
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The Pranksters created a direct link between the 1950s Beat 

Generation and the 1960s psychedelic scene; the bus was 

driven by Beat icon Neal Cassady, Beat poet Allen Ginsberg 

was on board for a time, and they dropped in on Cassady's 

friend, Beat author Jack Kerouac – though Kerouac declined to 

participate in the Prankster scene. After the Pranksters 

returned to California, they popularized the use of LSD at so-

called "Acid Tests", which initially were held at Kesey's home in 

La Honda, California, and then at many other West Coast 

venues. The cross country trip and Prankster experiments were 

documented in Tom Wolfe's The Electric Kool Aid Acid Test, a 

masterpiece of New Journalism.  

Other psychedelics 

Experimentation with LSD, peyote, psilocybin mushrooms, 

MDA, marijuana, and other psychedelic drugs became a major 

component of 1960s counterculture, influencing philosophy, 

art, music and styles of dress. Jim DeRogatis wrote that 

peyote, a small cactus containing the psychedelic alkaloid 

mescaline, was widely available in Austin, Texas, a 

countercultural hub in the early 1960s.  

Sexual revolution 

The sexual revolution (also known as a time of "sexual 

liberation") was a social movement that challenged traditional 

codes of behavior related to sexuality and interpersonal 

relationships throughout the Western world from the 1960s to 

the 1980s. Contraception and the pill, public nudity, the 
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normalization of premarital sex, homosexuality and alternative 

forms of sexuality, and the legalization of abortion all followed.  

Alternative media 

Underground newspapers sprang up in most cities and college 

towns, serving to define and communicate the range of 

phenomena that defined the counterculture: radical political 

opposition to "The Establishment", colorful experimental (and 

often explicitly drug-influenced) approaches to art, music and 

cinema, and uninhibited indulgence in sex and drugs as a 

symbol of freedom. The papers also often included comic 

strips, from which the underground comix were an outgrowth.  

Alternative disc sports (Frisbee) 

As numbers of young people became alienated from social 

norms, they resisted and looked for alternatives. The forms of 

escape and resistance manifest in many ways including social 

activism, alternative lifestyles, dress, music and alternative 

recreational activities, including that of throwing a Frisbee. 

From hippies tossing the Frisbee at festivals and concerts came 

today's popular disc sports. Disc sports such as disc freestyle, 

double disc court, disc guts, Ultimate and disc golf became 

this sport's first events.  

Avant-garde art and anti-art 

The Situationist International was a restricted group of 

international revolutionaries founded in 1957, and which had 

its peak in its influence on the unprecedented general wildcat 
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strikes of May 1968 in France. With their ideas rooted in 

Marxism and the 20th-century European artistic avant-gardes, 

they advocated experiences of life being alternative to those 

admitted by the capitalist order, for the fulfillment of human 

primitive desires and the pursuing of a superior passional 

quality. For this purpose they suggested and experimented 

with the construction of situations, namely the setting up of 

environments favorable for the fulfillment of such desires. 

Using methods drawn from the arts, they developed a series of 

experimental fields of study for the construction of such 

situations, like unitary urbanism and psychogeography. They 

fought against the main obstacle on the fulfillment of such 

superior passional living, identified by them in advanced 

capitalism. Their theoretical work peaked on the highly 

influential book The Society of the Spectacle by Guy Debord. 

Debord argued in 1967 that spectacular features like mass 

media and advertising have a central role in an advanced 

capitalist society, which is to show a fake reality in order to 

mask the real capitalist degradation of human life. Raoul 

Vaneigem wrote The Revolution of Everyday Life which takes 

the field of "everyday life" as the ground upon which 

communication and participation can occur, or, as is more 

commonly the case, be perverted and abstracted into pseudo-

forms.  

Fluxus (a name taken from a Latin word meaning "to flow") is 

an international network of artists, composers and designers 

noted for blending different artistic media and disciplines in 

the 1960s. They have been active in Neo-Dada noise music, 

visual art, literature, urban planning, architecture, and 

design. Fluxus is often described as intermedia, a term coined 

by Fluxus artist Dick Higgins in a famous 1966 essay. Fluxus 
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encouraged a "do-it-yourself" aesthetic, and valued simplicity 

over complexity. Like Dada before it, Fluxus included a strong 

current of anti-commercialism and an anti-art sensibility, 

disparaging the conventional market-driven art world in favor 

of an artist-centered creative practice. As Fluxus artist Robert 

Filliou wrote, however, Fluxus differed from Dada in its richer 

set of aspirations, and the positive social and communitarian 

aspirations of Fluxus far outweighed the anti-art tendency that 

also marked the group.  

In the 1960s, the Dada-influenced art group Black Mask 

declared that revolutionary art should be "an integral part of 

life, as in primitive society, and not an appendage to wealth." 

Black Mask disrupted cultural events in New York by giving 

made up flyers of art events to the homeless with the lure of 

free drinks. After, the Motherfuckers grew out of a combination 

of Black Mask and another group called Angry Arts. Up Against 

the Wall Motherfuckers (often referred to as simply "the 

Motherfuckers", or UAW/MF) was an anarchist affinity group 

based in New York City.  

Music 

Bob Dylan's early career as a protest singer had been inspired 

by his hero Woody Guthrie, and his iconic lyrics and protest 

anthems helped propel the Folk Revival of the 60's, which was 

arguably the first major sub-movement of the Counterculture. 

Although Dylan was first popular for his protest music. the 

song Mr. Tambourine Man saw a stylistic shift in Dylan's work, 

from topical to abstract and imaginative, included some of the 

first uses of surrealistic imagery in popular music and has 

been viewed as a call to drugs such as LSD.  
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The Beach Boys' 1966 album Pet Sounds served as a major 

source of inspiration for other contemporary acts, most notably 

directly inspiring the Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 

Band. The single "Good Vibrations" soared to number one 

globally, completely changing the perception of what a record 

could be. It was during this period that the highly anticipated 

album Smile was to be released. However, the project collapsed 

and The Beach Boys released a stripped down and reimagined 

version called Smiley Smile, which failed to make a big 

commercial impact but was also highly influential, most 

notably on The Who's Pete Townshend.  

• The Beatles went on to become the most prominent 

commercial exponents of the "psychedelic revolution" 

(e.g., Revolver, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 

and Magical Mystery Tour ) in the late 1960s. 

Detroit's MC5 also came out of the underground rock music 

scene of the late 1960s. They introduced a more aggressive 

evolution of garage rock which was often fused with 

sociopolitical and countercultural lyrics of the era, such as in 

the song "Motor City Is Burning" (a John Lee Hooker cover 

adapting the story of the Detroit Race Riot of 1943 to the 

Detroit riot of 1967). MC5 had ties to radical leftist 

organizations such as "Up Against the Wall Motherfuckers" and 

John Sinclair's White Panther Party,. 

Another hotbed of the 1960s counterculture was Austin, Texas, 

with two of the era's legendary music venues-the Vulcan Gas 

Company and the Armadillo World Headquarters-and musical 

talent like Janis Joplin, the 13th Floor Elevators, Shiva's 

Headband, the Conqueroo, and, later, Stevie Ray Vaughan. 
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Austin was also home to a large New Left activist movement, 

one of the earliest underground papers, The Rag, and cutting 

edge graphic artists like Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers 

creator Gilbert Shelton, underground comix pioneer Jack 

Jackson (Jaxon), and surrealist armadillo artist Jim Franklin.  

The 1960s was also an era of rock festivals, which played an 

important role in spreading the counterculture across the US. 

The Monterey Pop Festival, which launched Hendrix's career in 

the US, was one of the first of these festivals. The 1969 

Woodstock Festival in New York state became a symbol of the 

movement, although the 1970 Isle of Wight Festival drew a 

larger crowd. Some believe the era came to an abrupt end with 

the infamous Altamont Free Concert held by the Rolling 

Stones, in which heavy-handed security from the Hells Angels 

resulted in the stabbing of an audience member, apparently in 

self-defense, as the show descended into chaos.  

The 1960s saw the protest song gain a sense of political self-

importance, with Phil Ochs's "I Ain't Marching Anymore" and 

Country Joe and the Fish's "I-Feel-Like-I'm-Fixin'-to-Die-Rag" 

among the many anti-war anthems that were important to the 

era.  

Free jazz is an approach to jazz music that was first developed 

in the 1950s and 1960s. Although the music produced by free 

jazz composers varied widely, the common feature was a 

dissatisfaction with the limitations of bebop, hard bop, and 

modal jazz, which had developed in the 1940s and 1950s. Each 

in their own way, free jazz musicians attempted to alter, 

extend, or break down the conventions of jazz, often by 

discarding hitherto invariable features of jazz, such as fixed 
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chord changes or tempos. While usually considered 

experimental and avant-garde, free jazz has also oppositely 

been conceived as an attempt to return jazz to its "primitive", 

often religious roots, and emphasis on collective improvisation. 

Free jazz is strongly associated with the 1950s innovations of 

Ornette Coleman and Cecil Taylor and the later works of 

saxophonist John Coltrane. Other important pioneers included 

Charles Mingus, Eric Dolphy, Albert Ayler, Archie Shepp, Joe 

Maneri and Sun Ra. Although today "free jazz" is the generally 

used term, many other terms were used to describe the loosely 

defined movement, including "avant-garde", "energy music" and 

"The New Thing". During its early and mid-60s heyday, much 

free jazz was released by established labels such as Prestige, 

Blue Note and Impulse, as well as independents such as ESP 

Disk and BYG Actuel. Free improvisation or free music is 

improvised music without any rules beyond the logic or 

inclination of the musician(s) involved. The term can refer to 

both a technique (employed by any musician in any genre) and 

as a recognizable genre in its own right. Free improvisation, as 

a genre of music, developed in the U.S. and Europe in the mid 

to late 1960s, largely as an outgrowth of free jazz and modern 

classical musics. None of its primary exponents can be said to 

be famous within mainstream; however, in experimental 

circles, a number of free musicians are well known, including 

saxophonists Evan Parker, Anthony Braxton, Peter Brötzmann 

and John Zorn, drummer Christian Lillinger, trombonist 

George Lewis, guitarists Derek Bailey, Henry Kaiser and Fred 

Frith and the improvising groups The Art Ensemble of Chicago 

and AMM. AllMusic Guide states that "until around 1967, the 

worlds of jazz and rock were nearly completely separate". The 

term, "jazz-rock" (or "jazz/rock") is often used as a synonym for 

the term "jazz fusion". However, some make a distinction 
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between the two terms. The Free Spirits have sometimes been 

cited as the earliest jazz-rock band. During the late 1960s, at 

the same time that jazz musicians were experimenting with 

rock rhythms and electric instruments, rock groups such as 

Cream and the Grateful Dead were "beginning to incorporate 

elements of jazz into their music" by "experimenting with 

extended free-form improvisation". Other "groups such as 

Blood, Sweat & Tears directly borrowed harmonic, melodic, 

rhythmic and instrumentational elements from the jazz 

tradition". The rock groups that drew on jazz ideas (like Soft 

Machine, Colosseum, Caravan, Nucleus, Chicago, Spirit and 

Frank Zappa) turned the blend of the two styles with electric 

instruments. Since rock often emphasized directness and 

simplicity over virtuosity, jazz-rock generally grew out of the 

most artistically ambitious rock subgenres of the late 1960s 

and early 70s: psychedelia, progressive rock, and the singer-

songwriter movement. Miles Davis' Bitches Brew sessions, 

recorded in August 1969 and released the following year, 

mostly abandoned jazz's usual swing beat in favor of a rock-

style backbeat anchored by electric bass grooves. The 

recording "... mixed free jazz blowing by a large ensemble with 

electronic keyboards and guitar, plus a dense mix of 

percussion." Davis also drew on the rock influence by playing 

his trumpet through electronic effects and pedals. While the 

album gave Davis a gold record, the use of electric instruments 

and rock beats created a great deal of consternation amongst 

some more conservative jazz critics.  

Film 

(See also: List of films related to the hippie subculture) The 

counterculture was not only affected by cinema, but was also 



Encyclopedia of Western Countries: 1945–1980, Volume 3 

576  

instrumental in the provision of era-relevant content and 

talent for the film industry. Bonnie and Clyde struck a chord 

with the youth as "the alienation of the young in the 1960s was 

comparable to the director's image of the 1930s." Films of this 

time also focused on the changes happening in the world. A 

sign of this was the visibility that the hippie subculture gained 

in various mainstream and underground media. Hippie 

exploitation films are 1960s exploitation films about the hippie 

counterculture with stereotypical situations associated with 

the movement such as marijuana and LSD use, sex and wild 

psychedelic parties. Examples include The Love-ins, Psych-Out, 

The Trip, and Wild in the Streets. The musical play Hair 

shocked stage audiences with full-frontal nudity. Dennis 

Hopper's "Road Trip" adventure Easy Rider (1969) became 

accepted as one of the landmark films of the era. Medium Cool 

portrayed the 1968 Democratic Convention alongside the 1968 

Chicago police riots.  

Inaugurated by the 1969 release of Andy Warhol'sBlue Movie, 

the phenomenon of adult erotic films being publicly discussed 

by celebrities (like Johnny Carson and Bob Hope), and taken 

seriously by critics (like Roger Ebert), a development referred 

to, by Ralph Blumenthal of The New York Times, as "porno 

chic", and later known as the Golden Age of Porn, began, for 

the first time, in modern American culture. According to 

award-winning author Toni Bentley, Radley Metzger's 1976 film 

The Opening of Misty Beethoven, based on the play Pygmalion 

by George Bernard Shaw (and its derivative, My Fair Lady), is 

considered the "crown jewel" of this 'Golden Age'.  

In France the New Wave was a blanket term coined by critics 

for a group of French filmmakers of the late 1950s and 1960s, 
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influenced by Italian Neorealism and classical Hollywood 

cinema. Although never a formally organized movement, the 

New Wave filmmakers were linked by their self-conscious 

rejection of classical cinematic form and their spirit of youthful 

iconoclasm and is an example of European art cinema. Many 

also engaged in their work with the social and political 

upheavals of the era, making their radical experiments with 

editing, visual style and narrative part of a general break with 

the conservative paradigm. The Left Bank, or Rive Gauche, 

group is a contingent of filmmakers associated with the French 

New Wave, first identified as such by Richard Roud. The 

corresponding "right bank" group is constituted of the more 

famous and financially successful New Wave directors 

associated with Cahiers du cinéma (Claude Chabrol, François 

Truffaut, and Jean-Luc Godard). Left Bank directors include 

Chris Marker, Alain Resnais, and Agnès Varda. Roud described 

a distinctive "fondness for a kind of Bohemian life and an 

impatience with the conformity of the Right Bank, a high 

degree of involvement in literature and the plastic arts, and a 

consequent interest in experimental filmmaking", as well as an 

identification with the political left. Other film "new waves" 

from around the world associated with the 1960s are New 

German Cinema, Czechoslovak New Wave, Brazilian Cinema 

Novo and Japanese New Wave. During the 1960s, the term "art 

film" began to be much more widely used in the United States 

than in Europe. In the U.S., the term is often defined very 

broadly, to include foreign-language (non-English) "auteur" 

films, independent films, experimental films, documentaries 

and short films. In the 1960s "art film" became a euphemism 

in the U.S. for racy Italian and French B-movies. By the 1970s, 

the term was used to describe sexually explicit European films 

with artistic structure such as the Swedish film I Am Curious 
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(Yellow). The 1960s was an important period in art film; the 

release of a number of groundbreaking films giving rise to the 

European art cinema which had countercultural traits in 

filmmakers such as Michelangelo Antonioni, Federico Fellini, 

Pier Paolo Pasolini, Luis Buñuel and Bernardo Bertolucci.  

Technology 

Cultural historians—such as Theodore Roszak in his 1986 

essay "From Satori to Silicon Valley" and John Markoff in his 

book What the Dormouse Said, have pointed out that many of 

the early pioneers of personal computing emerged from within 

the West Coast counterculture. Many early computing and 

networking pioneers, after discovering LSD and roaming the 

campuses of UC Berkeley, Stanford, and MIT in the late 1960s 

and early 1970s, would emerge from this caste of social 

"misfits" to shape the modern world of technology, especially in 

Silicon Valley.  

Religion, spirituality and the occult 

Many hippies rejected mainstream organized religion in favor of 

a more personal spiritual experience, often drawing on 

indigenous and folk beliefs. If they adhered to mainstream 

faiths, hippies were likely to embrace Buddhism, Daoism, 

Hinduism, Unitarian Universalism and the restorationist 

Christianity of the Jesus Movement. Some hippies embraced 

neo-paganism, especially Wicca. Wicca is a witchcraft religion 

which became more prominent beginning in 1951, with the 

repeal of the Witchcraft Act of 1735, after which Gerald 

Gardner and then others such as Charles Cardell and Cecil 
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Williamson began publicising their own versions of the Craft. 

Gardner and others never used the term "Wicca" as a religious 

identifier, simply referring to the "witch cult", "witchcraft", and 

the "Old Religion". However, Gardner did refer to witches as 

"the Wica". During the 1960s, the name of the religion 

normalised to "Wicca". Gardner's tradition, later termed 

Gardnerianism, soon became the dominant form in England 

and spread to other parts of the British Isles. Following 

Gardner's death in 1964, the Craft continued to grow unabated 

despite sensationalism and negative portrayals in British 

tabloids, with new traditions being propagated by figures like 

Robert Cochrane, Sybil Leek and most importantly Alex 

Sanders, whose Alexandrian Wicca, which was predominantly 

based upon Gardnerian Wicca, albeit with an emphasis placed 

on ceremonial magic, spread quickly and gained much media 

attention.  

In his 1991 book, Hippies and American Values, Timothy Miller 

described the hippie ethos as essentially a "religious 

movement" whose goal was to transcend the limitations of 

mainstream religious institutions. "Like many dissenting 

religions, the hippies were enormously hostile to the religious 

institutions of the dominant culture, and they tried to find new 

and adequate ways to do the tasks the dominant religions 

failed to perform." In his seminal, contemporaneous work, The 

Hippie Trip, author Lewis Yablonsky notes that those who were 

most respected in hippie settings were the spiritual leaders, 

the so-called "high priests" who emerged during that era.  

One such hippie "high priest" was San Francisco State College 

instructor Stephen Gaskin. Beginning in 1966, Gaskin's 

"Monday Night Class" eventually outgrew the lecture hall, and 
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attracted 1,500 hippie followers in an open discussion of 

spiritual values, drawing from Christian, Buddhist, and Hindu 

teachings. In 1970, Gaskin founded a Tennessee community 

called The Farm, and he still lists his religion as "Hippie."  

Timothy Leary was an American psychologist and writer, 

known for his advocacy of psychedelic drugs. On September 

19, 1966, Leary founded the League for Spiritual Discovery, a 

religion declaring LSD as its holy sacrament, in part as an 

unsuccessful attempt to maintain legal status for the use of 

LSD and other psychedelics for the religion's adherents based 

on a "freedom of religion" argument. The Psychedelic 

Experience was the inspiration for John Lennon's song 

"Tomorrow Never Knows" in The Beatles' album Revolver. He 

published a pamphlet in 1967 called Start Your Own Religion to 

encourage just that (see below under "writings") and was 

invited to attend the January 14, 1967 Human Be-In a 

gathering of 30,000 hippies in San Francisco's Golden Gate 

Park In speaking to the group, he coined the famous phrase 

"Turn on, tune in, drop out".  

The Principia Discordia is the founding text of Discordianism 

written by Greg Hill (Malaclypse the Younger) and Kerry 

Wendell Thornley (Lord Omar Khayyam Ravenhurst). It was 

originally published under the title "Principia Discordia or How 

The West Was Lost" in a limited edition of five copies in 1965. 

The title, literally meaning "Discordant Principles", is in 

keeping with the tendency of Latin to prefer hypotactic 

grammatical arrangements. In English, one would expect the 

title to be "Principles of Discord."  
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Criticism and legacy 

• The lasting impact (including unintended 

consequences), creative output, and general legacy of 

the counterculture era continue to be actively 

discussed, debated, despised and celebrated. Even 

the notions of when the counterculture subsumed 

the Beat Generation, when it gave way to the 

successor generation, and what happened in between 

are open for debate. According to notable UK 

Underground and counterculture author Barry Miles, 

"It seemed to me that the Seventies was when most 

of the things that people attribute to the sixties 

really happened: this was the age of extremes, people 

took more drugs, had longer hair, weirder clothes, 

had more sex, protested more violently and 

encountered more opposition from the establishment. 

It was the era of sex and drugs and rock'n'roll, as 

Ian Dury said. The countercultural explosion of the 

1960s really only involved a few thousand people in 

the UK and perhaps ten times that in the USA – 

largely because of opposition to the Vietnam war, 

whereas in the Seventies the ideas had spread out 

across the world.A Columbia University teaching unit 

on the counterculture era notes: "Although 

historians disagree over the influence of the 

counterculture on American politics and society, 

most describe the counterculture in similar terms. 

Virtually all authors—for example, on the right, 

Robert Bork in Slouching Toward Gomorrah: Modern 

Liberalism and American Decline (New York: Regan 
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Books,1996) and, on the left, Todd Gitlin in The 

Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage (New York: 

Bantam Books, 1987)—characterize the 

counterculture as self-indulgent, childish, irrational, 

narcissistic, and even dangerous. Even so, many 

liberal and leftist historians find constructive 

elements in it, while those on the right tend not 

to."Screen legend John Wayne equated aspects of 

1960s social programs with the rise of the welfare 

state, "... I know all about that. In the late Twenties, 

when I was a sophomore at USC, I was a socialist 

myself—but not when I left. The average college kid 

idealistically wishes everybody could have ice cream 

and cake for every meal. But as he gets older and 

gives more thought to his and his fellow man's 

responsibilities, he finds that it can't work out that 

way—that some people just won't carry their load ... 

I believe in welfare—a welfare work program. I don't 

think a fella should be able to sit on his backside 

and receive welfare. I'd like to know why well-

educated idiots keep apologizing for lazy and 

complaining people who think the world owes them a 

living. I'd like to know why they make excuses for 

cowards who spit in the faces of the police and then 

run behind the judicial sob sisters. I can't 

understand these people who carry placards to save 

the life of some criminal, yet have no thought for the 

innocent victim." 

Former liberal Democrat Ronald Reagan, who later became a 

conservative Governor of California and 40th President of the 

US, remarked about one group of protesters carrying signs, 
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"The last bunch of pickets were carrying signs that said 'Make 

love, not war.' The only trouble was they didn't look capable of 

doing either."  

The "generation gap" between the affluent young and their 

often poverty-scarred parents was a critical component of 

1960s culture. In an interview with journalist Gloria Steinem 

during the 1968 US presidential campaign, soon-to-be First 

Lady Pat Nixon exposed the generational chasm in worldview 

between Steinem, 20 years her junior, and herself after 

Steinem probed Mrs. Nixon as to her youth, role models, and 

lifestyle. A hardscrabble child of the Great Depression, Pat 

Nixon told Steinem, "I never had time to think about things 

like that, who I wanted to be, or who I admired, or to have 

ideas. I never had time to dream about being anyone else. I 

had to work. I haven't just sat back and thought of myself or 

my ideas or what I wanted to do ... I've kept working. I don't 

have time to worry about who I admire or who I identify with. I 

never had it easy. I'm not at all like you ... all those people 

who had it easy."  

In economic terms, it has been contended that the 

counterculture really only amounted to creating new marketing 

segments for the "hip" crowd.  

Even before the counterculture movement reached its peak of 

influence, the concept of the adoption of socially-responsible 

policies by establishment corporations was discussed by 

economist and Nobel laureate Milton Friedman (1962): "Few 

trends could so thoroughly undermine the very foundation of 

our free society as the acceptance by corporate officials of a 

social responsibility other than to make as much money for 
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their stockholders as possible. This is a fundamentally 

subversive doctrine. If businessmen do have a social 

responsibility other than making maximum profits for 

stockholders, how are they to know what it is? Can self-

selected private individuals decide what the social interest is?"  

In 2003, author and former Free Speech activist Greil Marcus 

was quoted, "What happened four decades ago is history. It's 

not just a blip in the history of trends. Whoever shows up at a 

march against war in Iraq, it always takes place with a memory 

of the efficacy and joy and gratification of similar protests that 

took place in years before ... It doesn't matter that there is no 

counterculture, because counterculture of the past gives 

people a sense that their own difference matters."  

When asked about the prospects of the counterculture 

movement moving forward in the digital age, former Grateful 

Dead lyricist and self-styled "cyberlibertarian" John Perry 

Barlow said, "I started out as a teenage beatnik and then 

became a hippie and then became a cyberpunk. And now I'm 

still a member of the counterculture, but I don't know what to 

call that. And I'd been inclined to think that that was a good 

thing, because once the counterculture in America gets a name 

then the media can coopt it, and the advertising industry can 

turn it into a marketing foil. But you know, right now I'm not 

sure that it is a good thing, because we don't have any flag to 

rally around. Without a name there may be no coherent 

movement."  

During the era, conservative students objected to the 

counterculture and found ways to celebrate their conservative 

ideals by reading books like J. Edgar Hoover's A Study of 
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Communism, joining student organizations like the College 

Republicans, and organizing Greek events which reinforced 

gender norms.  

Free Speech advocate and social anthropologist Jentri Anders 

observed that a number of freedoms were endorsed within a 

countercultural community in which she lived and studied: 

"freedom to explore one's potential, freedom to create one's 

Self, freedom of personal expression, freedom from scheduling, 

freedom from rigidly defined roles and hierarchical statuses ..." 

Additionally, Anders believed some in the counterculture 

wished to modify children's education so that it didn't 

discourage, but rather encouraged, "aesthetic sense, love of 

nature, passion for music, desire for reflection, or strongly 

marked independence."  

In 2007, Merry Prankster Carolyn "Mountain Girl" Garcia 

commented, "I see remnants of that movement everywhere. It's 

sort of like the nuts in Ben and Jerry's ice cream—it's so 

thoroughly mixed in, we sort of expect it. The nice thing is that 

eccentricity is no longer so foreign. We've embraced diversity in 

a lot of ways in this country. I do think it's done us a 

tremendous service."  

The 1990 Oscar-nominated documentary film Berkeley in the 

Sixties highlighted what Owen Gleiberman from Entertainment 

Weekly noted:  

"The film doesn’t shrink from saying that many of the ’60s 

social-protest movements went too far. It demonstrates that by 

the end of the decade, protest had become a narcotic in itself." 
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In popular culture 

Films like Return of the Secaucus 7 and The Big Chill tackled 

life of the idealistic Boomers from the countercultural 60s to 

their older selfs in the 80s alongside the TV series 

thirtysomething. That generation's nostalgia for said decade 

was also criticized as well.  

Panos Cosmatos, director of the 2010 film Beyond the Black 

Rainbow, admits a dislike for Baby Boomers' New Age spiritual 

ideals, an issue he addresses in his film. The use of 

psychedelic drugs for mind-expansion purposes is also 

explored, although Cosmatos' take on it is "dark and 

disturbing", a "brand of psychedelia that stands in direct 

opposition to the flower child, magic mushroom peace trip" 

wrote a reviewer describing one of the characters who 

happened to be a Boomer:  

I look at Arboria as kind of naïve. He had the best of intentions 

of wanting to expand human consciousness, but I think his ego 

got in the way of that and ultimately it turned into a 

poisonous, destructive thing. Because Arboria is trying to 

control consciousness and control the mind. There is a moment 

of truth in the film where the whole thing starts to disintegrate 

because it stops being about their humanity and becomes 

about an unattainable goal. That is the "Black Rainbow": trying 

to achieve some kind of unattainable state that is ultimately, 

probably destructive. 
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Key figures 

The following people are well known for their involvement in 

1960s era counterculture. Some are key incidental or 

contextual figures, such as Beat Generation figures who also 

participated directly in the later counterculture era. The 

primary area(s) of each figure's notability are indicated, per 

these figures' Wikipedia pages. This section is not intended be 

exhaustive, but rather a representative cross section of 

individuals active within the larger movement. Although many 

of the people listed are known for civil rights activism, some 

figures whose primary notability was within the realm of the 

Civil Rights Movement are listed elsewhere. This section is not 

intended to create associations between any of the listed 

figures beyond what is documented elsewhere. (see also: List of 

civil rights leaders; Key figures of the New Left; Timeline of 

1960s counterculture).  

• Miguel Algarín (born 1941) (poet, writer)

• Muhammad Ali (1942–2016) (athlete, conscientious

objector)

• Saul Alinsky (1909–1972) (author, activist)

• Richard Alpert (professor, spiritual teacher)

• Bill Ayers (born 1944) (activist, professor)

• Joan Baez (born 1941) (musician, activist)

• Dennis Banks (1937–2017) (activist, teacher, and

author)

• Sonny Barger (born 1938) (Hells Angel)

• Syd Barrett (1946–2006) (musician)

• Walter Bowart (1939–2007) (newspaper publisher)
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• Stewart Brand (born 1938) (environmentalist,

author)

• Lenny Bruce (1925–1966) (comedian, social critic)

• William S. Burroughs (1914–1997) (author)

• George Carlin (1937–2008) (comedian, social critic)

• Rachel Carson (1907–1964) (author, 

environmentalist)

• Neal Cassady (1926–1968) (Merry Prankster, literary

inspiration)

• Cesar Chavez (1927–1993) (labor leader, community

organizer, and activist)

• Cheech & Chong (comedians, social critics)

• Jesús Colón (1901–1974) (writer)

• Peter Coyote (born 1941) (Digger, actor)

• David Crosby (born 1941) (musician)

• Robert Crumb (born 1943) (underground comix

artist)

• David Dellinger (1915–2004) (pacifist, activist)

• Angela Davis (born 1944) (communist, activist)

• Rennie Davis (born 1941) (activist, community

organizer)

• Emile de Antonio (1919–1989) (documentary 

filmmaker)

• Bernardine Dohrn (born 1942) (activist)

• Bob Dylan (born 1941) (musician)

• Daniel Ellsberg (born 1931) (whistleblower)

• Sandra María Esteves (born 1948) (poet and graphic

artist)

• Bob Fass (1933–2021) (radio host)

• Betty Friedan (1921–2006) (feminist, author)

• Jane Fonda (born 1937) (actress, activist)

• Peter Fonda (1940 – 2019) (actor, activist)
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• Jerry Garcia (1942–1995) (musician) 

• Stephen Gaskin (1935–2014) (author, activist, 

hippie) 

• Allen Ginsberg (1926–1997) (beat poet, activist) 

• Todd Gitlin (born 1943) (activist) 

• Dick Gregory (1932–2017) (comedian, social critic, 

author, activist) 

• Paul Goodman (1911–1972) (novelist, playwright, 

poet) 

• Wavy Gravy (born 1936) (hippie, activist) 

• Bill Graham (1931–1991) (concert promoter) 

• Germaine Greer (born 1939) (feminist, author) 

• Che Guevara (1928–1967) (Marxist guerilla, 

revolutionary symbol) 

• Alan Haber (born 1936) (activist) 

• Tom Hayden (1939–2016) (activist, politician) 

• Hugh Hefner (1926–2017) (publisher) 

• Chet Helms (1942–2005) (music manager, 

concert/event promoter) 

• Jimi Hendrix (1942–1970) (musician) 

• Abbie Hoffman (1936–1989) (Yippie, author) 

• John 'Hoppy' Hopkins (1937–2015) (publisher, 

activist, photographer) 

• Dennis Hopper (1936–2010) (actor, director) 

• Dolores Huerta (born 1930) (labor leader and 

activist) 

• Yuji Ichioka (1936–2002) (historian and activist) 

• Janis Joplin (1943–1970) (musician) 

• Jack Kerouac (1922–1969) (author, early 

counterculture critic) 

• Ken Kesey (1935–2001) (author, Merry Prankster) 

• Yuri Kochiyama (1921–2014) (activist) 
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• Paul Krassner (1932–2019) (author)

• William Kunstler (1919–1995) (attorney, activist)

• Timothy Leary (1920–1996) (professor, LSD advocate)

• John Lennon (1940–1980) and Yoko Ono (born 1933)

(musicians, artists, activists)

• Norman Mailer (1923–2007) (journalist, author,

activist)

• Charles Manson (1934–2017) (conspirator to mass

murder)

• Eugene McCarthy (1916–2005) (anti-war politician)

• Michael McClure (born 1932) (poet)

• Terence McKenna (1946–2000) (author, Marijuana,

Psilocybin, DMT advocate)

• Russell Means (1939–2012) (activist, actor, writer

and musician)

• Jesús Papoleto Meléndez (born 1950) (poet,

playwright, teacher, and activist)

• Barry Miles (born 1943) (author, impresario)

• Madalyn Murray O'Hair (1919–1995) (atheist,

activist)

• Jim Morrison (1943–1971) (singer, songwriter, poet)

• Ralph Nader (born 1934) (consumer advocate,

author)

• Graham Nash (born 1942) (musician, activist)

• Paul Newman (1925–2008) (actor, activist)

• Jack Nicholson (born 1937) (screenwriter, actor)

• Phil Ochs (1940–1976) (protest/topical singer)

• Pedro Pietri (1944–2004) (poet and playwright)

• Miguel Piñero (1946–1988) (playwright, actor)

• Richard Pryor (1940–2005) (comedian, social critic)

• Bimbo Rivas (1939–1992) (actor, community activist,

director, playwright, poet, and teacher)
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• Jerry Rubin (1938–1994) (Yippie, activist)

• Mark Rudd (born 1947) (activist)

• Ed Sanders (born 1939) (musician, activist)

• Mario Savio (1942–1996) (free speech/student rights

activist)

• John Searle (born 1932) (professor, free speech

advocate)

• Pete Seeger (1919–2014) (musician, activist)

• John Sinclair (born 1941) (poet, activist)

• Gary Snyder (born 1930) (poet, writer, 

environmentalist)

• Smothers Brothers (musicians, TV performers,

activists)

• Owsley Stanley (1935–2011) (drug culture chemist)

• Gloria Steinem (born 1934) (feminist, publisher)

• Hunter S. Thompson (1937–2005) (journalist, author)

• Kurt Vonnegut (1922–2007) (author, pacifist, 

humanist)

• Andy Warhol (1928–1987) (artist)

• Leonard Weinglass (1933–2011) (attorney)

• Alan Watts (1915–1973) (philosopher)

• Neil Young (born 1945) (musician, activist)



Chapter 15 

Conservatism 

Conservatism is the aesthetic, cultural, social, and political 

outlook that embodies the desire to conserve existing things, 

held to be either good in themselves, or better than the likely 

alternatives, or at least safe, familiar, and the objects of trust 

and affection.  

The central tenets of conservatism may vary in relation to the 

traditions and values of the culture and civilization in which it 

appears. In Western culture, conservatives seek to conserve a 

range of things such as organized religion, property rights, 

parliamentary government, family values, the natural 

environment, and classical and vernacular architecture. 

Adherents of conservatism often oppose modernism and seek a 

return to traditional values.  

The first established use of the term in a political context 

originated in 1818 with François-René de Chateaubriand 

during the period of Bourbon Restoration that sought to roll 

back the policies of the French Revolution. Historically 

associated with right-wing politics, the term has since been 

used to describe a wide range of views. There is no single set of 

policies regarded as conservative because the meaning of 

conservatism depends on what is considered traditional in a 

given place and time. Conservative thought has varied 

considerably as it has adapted itself to existing traditions and 

national cultures. For example, some conservatives advocate 

for greater government intervention in the economy while 

others advocate for a more laissez faire free market economic 
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system. Thus conservatives from different parts of the world—

each upholding their respective traditions—may disagree on a 

wide range of issues. Edmund Burke, an 18th-century 

politician who opposed the French Revolution, but supported 

the American Revolution, is credited as one of the main 

theorists of conservatism in the 1790s.  

Themes 

Some writers such as Samuel P. Huntington see conservatism 

as situational. Under this definition, conservatives are seen as 

defending the established institutions of their time. According 

to Quintin Hogg, the chairman of the British Conservative 

Party in 1959: "Conservatism is not so much a philosophy as 

an attitude, a constant force, performing a timeless function in 

the development of a free society, and corresponding to a deep 

and permanent requirement of human nature itself". Despite 

the lack of a universal definition, certain themes can be 

recognised as common across conservative thought.  

Tradition 

According to Michael Oakeshott, "To be conservative ... is to 

prefer the familiar to the unknown, to prefer the tried to the 

untried, fact to mystery, the actual to the possible, the limited 

to the unbounded, the near to the distant, the sufficient to the 

superabundant, the convenient to the perfect, present laughter 

to utopian bliss." Such traditionalism may be a reflection of 

trust in time-tested methods of social organisation, giving 

'votes to the dead'. Traditions may also be steeped in a sense 

of identity.  
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Hierarchy 

In contrast to the tradition-based definition of conservatism, 

some political theorists such as Corey Robin define 

conservatism primarily in terms of a general defense of social 

and economic inequality. From this perspective, conservatism 

is less an attempt to uphold traditional institutions and more 

"a meditation on—and theoretical rendition of—the felt 

experience of having power, seeing it threatened, and trying to 

win it back". Conversely, some conservatives may argue that 

they are seeking less to protect their own power than they are 

seeking to protect "inalienable rights" and promote norms and 

rules that they believe should stand timeless and eternal, 

applying to each citizen.  

Realism 

Conservatism has been called a "philosophy of human 

imperfection" by Noël O'Sullivan, reflecting among its 

adherents a negative view of human nature and pessimism of 

the potential to improve it through 'utopian' schemes. The 

"intellectual godfather of the realist right", Thomas Hobbes, 

argued that the state of nature for humans was "poor, nasty, 

brutish, and short", requiring centralised authority.  
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Forms 

Liberal conservatism 

Liberal conservatism incorporates the classical liberal view of 

minimal government intervention in the economy. Individuals 

should be free to participate in the market and generate wealth 

without government interference. However, individuals cannot 

be thoroughly depended on to act responsibly in other spheres 

of life, therefore liberal conservatives believe that a strong 

state is necessary to ensure law and order and social 

institutions are needed to nurture a sense of duty and 

responsibility to the nation. Liberal conservatism is a variant 

of conservatism that is strongly influenced by liberal stances.  

As these latter two terms have had different meanings over 

time and across countries, liberal conservatism also has a wide 

variety of meanings. Historically, the term often referred to the 

combination of economic liberalism, which champions laissez-

faire markets, with the classical conservatism concern for 

established tradition, respect for authority and religious 

values. It contrasted itself with classical liberalism, which 

supported freedom for the individual in both the economic and 

social spheres.  

Over time, the general conservative ideology in many countries 

adopted fiscally conservative arguments and the term liberal 

conservatism was replaced with conservatism. This is also the 

case in countries where liberal economic ideas have been the 

tradition such as the United States and are thus considered 

conservative. In other countries where liberal conservative 
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movements have entered the political mainstream, such as 

Italy and Spain, the terms liberal and conservative may be 

synonymous. The liberal conservative tradition in the United 

States combines the economic individualism of the classical 

liberals with a Burkean form of conservatism (which has also 

become part of the American conservative tradition, such as in 

the writings of Russell Kirk).  

A secondary meaning for the term liberal conservatism that 

has developed in Europe is a combination of more modern 

conservative (less traditionalist) views with those of social 

liberalism. This has developed as an opposition to the more 

collectivist views of socialism. Often this involves stressing 

conservative views of free market economics and belief in 

individual responsibility, with communitarian views on defence 

of civil rights, environmentalism and support for a limited 

welfare state. In continental Europe, this is sometimes also 

translated into English as social conservatism.  

Libertarian conservatism 

Libertarian conservatism describes certain political ideologies 

most prominently within the United States which combine 

libertarian economic issues with aspects of conservatism. Its 

four main branches are constitutionalism, paleolibertarianism, 

small government conservatism and Christian libertarianism. 

They generally differ from paleoconservatives, in that they 

favor more personal and economic freedom.  

Agorists such as Samuel Edward Konkin III labeled libertarian 

conservatism right-libertarianism.  
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In contrast to paleoconservatives, libertarian conservatives 

support strict laissez-faire policies such as free trade, 

opposition to any national bank and opposition to business 

regulations. They are vehemently opposed to environmental 

regulations, corporate welfare, subsidies and other areas of 

economic intervention.  

Many conservatives, especially in the United States, believe 

that the government should not play a major role in regulating 

business and managing the economy. They typically oppose 

efforts to charge high tax rates and to redistribute income to 

assist the poor. Such efforts, they argue, only serve to 

exacerbate the scourge of unemployment and poverty by 

lessening the ability for businesses to hire employees due to 

higher tax impositions.  

Fiscal conservatism 

Fiscal conservatism is the economic philosophy of prudence in 

government spending and debt. In his Reflections on the 

Revolution in France, Edmund Burke argued that a government 

does not have the right to run up large debts and then throw 

the burden on the taxpayer:  

[I]t is to the property of the citizen, and not to the demands of 

the creditor of the state, that the first and original faith of civil 

society is pledged. The claim of the citizen is prior in time, 

paramount in title, superior in equity. The fortunes of 

individuals, whether possessed by acquisition or by descent or 

in virtue of a participation in the goods of some community, 

were no part of the creditor's security, expressed or 

implied...[T]he public, whether represented by a monarch or by 
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a senate, can pledge nothing but the public estate; and it can 

have no public estate except in what it derives from a just and 

proportioned imposition upon the citizens at large. 

National conservatism 

National conservatism is a political term used primarily in 

Europe to describe a variant of conservatism which 

concentrates more on national interests than standard 

conservatism as well as upholding cultural and ethnic identity, 

while not being outspokenly nationalist or supporting a far-

right approach. In Europe, national conservatives are usually 

eurosceptics.  

National conservatism is heavily oriented towards the 

traditional family and social stability as well as in favour of 

limiting immigration. As such, national conservatives can be 

distinguished from economic conservatives, for whom free 

market economic policies, deregulation and fiscal conservatism 

are the main priorities. Some commentators have identified a 

growing gap between national and economic conservatism: 

"[M]ost parties of the Right [today] are run by economic 

conservatives who, in varying degrees, have marginalized 

social, cultural, and national conservatives". National 

conservatism is also related to traditionalist conservatism.  

Traditionalist conservatism 

Traditionalist conservatism is a political philosophy 

emphasizing the need for the principles of natural law and 

transcendent moral order, tradition, hierarchy and organic 
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unity, agrarianism, classicism and high culture as well as the 

intersecting spheres of loyalty. Some traditionalists have 

embraced the labels "reactionary" and "counterrevolutionary", 

defying the stigma that has attached to these terms since the 

Enlightenment. Having a hierarchical view of society, many 

traditionalist conservatives, including a few Americans, defend 

the monarchical political structure as the most natural and 

beneficial social arrangement.  

Cultural conservatism 

Cultural conservatives support the preservation of the heritage 

of one nation, or of a shared culture that is not defined by 

national boundaries. The shared culture may be as divergent 

as Western culture or Chinese culture. In the United States, 

the term "cultural conservative" may imply a conservative 

position in the culture war. Cultural conservatives hold fast to 

traditional ways of thinking even in the face of monumental 

change. They believe strongly in traditional values and 

traditional politics and often have an urgent sense of 

nationalism.  

Social conservatism 

Social conservatism is distinct from cultural conservatism, 

although there are some overlaps. Social conservatives may 

believe that society is built upon a fragile network of 

relationships which need to be upheld through duty, 

traditional values and established institutions; and that the 

government has a role in encouraging or enforcing traditional 

values or behaviours. A social conservative wants to preserve 
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traditional morality and social mores, often by opposing what 

they consider radical policies or social engineering. Social 

change is generally regarded as suspect.  

Social conservatives today generally favour the anti-abortion 

position in the abortion controversy and oppose human 

embryonic stem cell research (particularly if publicly funded); 

oppose both eugenics and human enhancement 

(transhumanism) while supporting bioconservatism; support a 

traditional definition of marriage as being one man and one 

woman; view the nuclear family model as society's foundational 

unit; oppose expansion of civil marriage and child adoption to 

couples in same-sex relationships; promote public morality and 

traditional family values; oppose atheism, especially militant 

atheism, secularism and the separation of church and state; 

support the prohibition of drugs, prostitution and euthanasia; 

and support the censorship of pornography and what they 

consider to be obscenity or indecency.  

Religious conservatism  

Religious conservatism principally applies the teachings of 

particular religions to politics: sometimes by merely 

proclaiming the value of those teachings; at other times, by 

having those teachings influence laws.  

In most democracies, political conservatism seeks to uphold 

traditional family structures and social values. Religious 

conservatives typically oppose abortion, LGBT behavior (or, in 

certain cases, identity), drug use, and sexual activity outside 

of marriage. In some cases, conservative values are grounded 
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in religious beliefs, and conservatives seek to increase the role 

of religion in public life.  

Paternalistic conservatism 

Paternalistic conservatism is a strand in conservatism which 

reflects the belief that societies exist and develop organically 

and that members within them have obligations towards each 

other. There is particular emphasis on the paternalistic 

obligation of those who are privileged and wealthy to the 

poorer parts of society. Since it is consistent with principles 

such as organicism, hierarchy and duty, it can be seen as an 

outgrowth of traditional conservatism. Paternal conservatives 

support neither the individual nor the state in principle, but 

are instead prepared to support either or recommend a balance 

between the two depending on what is most practical. 

Paternalistic conservatives historically favor a more 

aristocratic view (as opposed to the more monarchist 

traditionalist conservatism) and are ideologically related to 

High Tories.  

In more contemporary times, its proponents stress the 

importance of a social safety net to deal with poverty, support 

for limited redistribution of wealth along with government 

regulation of markets in the interests of both consumers and 

producers. Paternalistic conservatism first arose as a distinct 

ideology in the United Kingdom under Prime Minister Benjamin 

Disraeli's "One Nation" Toryism. There have been a variety of 

one nation conservative governments. In the United Kingdom, 

the Prime Ministers Disraeli, Stanley Baldwin, Neville 

Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Harold Macmillan and Boris 

Johnson were or are one nation conservatives.  
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In Germany, during the 19th-century German Chancellor Otto 

von Bismarck adopted policies of state-organized compulsory 

insurance for workers against sickness, accident, incapacity 

and old age. Chancellor Leo von Caprivi promoted a 

conservative agenda called the "New Course".  

Progressive conservatism 

In the United States, Theodore Roosevelt has been the main 

figure identified with progressive conservatism as a political 

tradition. Roosevelt stated that he had "always believed that 

wise progressivism and wise conservatism go hand in hand". 

The Republican administration of President William Howard 

Taft was a progressive conservative and he described himself 

as "a believer in progressive conservatism" and President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower declared himself an advocate of 

"progressive conservatism".  

In Canada, a variety of conservative governments have been 

part of the Red tory tradition, with Canada's former major 

conservative party being named the Progressive Conservative 

Party of Canada from 1942 to 2003. In Canada, the Prime 

Ministers Arthur Meighen, R. B. Bennett, John Diefenbaker, 

Joe Clark, Brian Mulroney, and Kim Campbell led Red tory 

federal governments.  

Authoritarian conservatism 

Authoritarian conservatism or reactionary conservatism 

refers to autocratic regimes that center their ideology around 

conservative nationalism, rather than ethnic nationalism, 
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though certain racial components such as antisemitism may 

exist. Authoritarian conservative movements show strong 

devotion towards religion, tradition and culture while also 

expressing fervent nationalism akin to other far-right 

nationalist movements. Examples of authoritarian conservative 

leaders include António de Oliveira Salazar and Engelbert 

Dollfuss. Authoritarian conservative movements were 

prominent in the same era as fascism, with which it sometimes 

clashed. Although both ideologies shared core values such as 

nationalism and had common enemies such as communism and 

materialism, there was nonetheless a contrast between the 

traditionalist nature of authoritarian conservatism and the 

revolutionary, palingenetic and populist nature of fascism—

thus it was common for authoritarian conservative regimes to 

suppress rising fascist and National Socialist movements. The 

hostility between the two ideologies is highlighted by the 

struggle for power for the National Socialists in Austria, which 

was marked by the assassination of Engelbert Dollfuss.  

Sociologist Seymour Martin Lipset has examined the class 

basis of right-wing extremist politics in the 1920–1960 era. He 

reports:  

Conservative or rightist extremist movements have arisen at 

different periods in modern history, ranging from the 

Horthyites in Hungary, the Christian Social Party of Dollfuss in 

Austria, Der Stahlhelm and other nationalists in pre-Hitler 

Germany, and Salazar in Portugal, to the pre-1966 Gaullist 

movements and the monarchists in contemporary France and 

Italy. The right extremists are conservative, not revolutionary. 

They seek to change political institutions in order to preserve 

or restore cultural and economic ones, while extremists of the 
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centre and left seek to use political means for cultural and 

social revolution. The ideal of the right extremist is not a 

totalitarian ruler, but a monarch, or a traditionalist who acts 

like one. Many such movements in Spain, Austria, Hungary, 

Germany, and Italy-have been explicitly monarchist... The 

supporters of these movements differ from those of the 

centrists, tending to be wealthier, and more religious, which is 

more important in terms of a potential for mass support. 

History 

History of conservative thought 

In Great Britain, the Tory movement during the Restoration 

period (1660–1688) was a precursor to conservatism. Toryism 

supported a hierarchical society with a monarch who ruled by 

divine right. However, Tories differ from conservatives in that 

they opposed the idea that sovereignty derived from the people 

and rejected the authority of parliament and freedom of 

religion. Robert Filmer's Patriarcha: or the Natural Power of 

Kings (published posthumously in 1680, but written before the 

English Civil War of 1642–1651) became accepted as the 

statement of their doctrine. However, the Glorious Revolution 

of 1688 destroyed this principle to some degree by establishing 

a constitutional government in England, leading to the 

hegemony of the Tory-opposed Whig ideology. Faced with 

defeat, the Tories reformed their movement. They adopted more 

conservative positions, such as holding that sovereignty was 

vested in the three estates of Crown, Lords, and Commons 

rather than solely in the Crown. Richard Hooker (1554–1600), 
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Marquess of Halifax (1633–1695) and David Hume (1711-1776) 

were proto-conservatives of the period. Halifax promoted 

pragmatism in government whilst Hume argued against 

political rationalism and utopianism.  

Edmund Burke (1729–1797) has been widely regarded as the 

philosophical founder of modern conservatism. Burke served as 

the private secretary to the Marquis of Rockingham and as 

official pamphleteer to the Rockingham branch of the Whig 

party. Together with the Tories, they were the conservatives in 

the late 18th century United Kingdom. Burke's views were a 

mixture of conservatism and republicanism. He supported the 

American Revolution of 1775–1783 but abhorred the violence of 

the French Revolution (1789–1799). He accepted the 

conservative ideals of private property and the economics of 

Adam Smith (1723–1790), but thought that economics should 

remain subordinate to the conservative social ethic, that 

capitalism should be subordinate to the medieval social 

tradition and that the business class should be subordinate to 

aristocracy. He insisted on standards of honor derived from the 

medieval aristocratic tradition and saw the aristocracy as the 

nation's natural leaders. That meant limits on the powers of 

the Crown, since he found the institutions of Parliament to be 

better informed than commissions appointed by the executive. 

He favored an established church, but allowed for a degree of 

religious toleration. Burke ultimately justified the social order 

on the basis of tradition: tradition represented the wisdom of 

the species and he valued community and social harmony over 

social reforms. 

Another form of conservatism developed in France in parallel to 

conservatism in Britain. It was influenced by Counter-
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Enlightenment works by men such as Joseph de Maistre (1753-

1821) and Louis de Bonald (1754-1840). Many continental 

conservatives do not support separation of church and state, 

with most supporting state recognition of and cooperation with 

the Catholic Church, such as had existed in France before the 

Revolution. Conservatives were also early to embrace 

nationalism, which was previously associated with liberalism 

and the Revolution in France. Another early French 

conservative, François-René de Chateaubriand (1768-1848), 

espoused a romantic opposition to modernity, contrasting its 

emptiness with the 'full heart' of traditional faith and loyalty. 

Elsewhere on the continent, German thinkers Justus Möser 

(1720-1794) and Friedrich von Gentz (1764-1832) criticized the 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen that came 

of the Revolution. Opposition was also expressed by August 

Wilhelm Rehberg (1757-1836), Adam Müller (1779-1829) and 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1771-1830), the latter inspiring 

both left and right-wing followers.  

Both Burke and Maistre were critical of pure democracy in 

general, though their reasons differed. Maistre was pessimistic 

about humans being able to follow rules, while Burke was 

skeptical about humans' innate ability to make rules. For 

Maistre, rules had a divine origin, while Burke believed they 

arose from custom. The lack of custom for Burke, and the lack 

of divine guidance for Maistre, meant that people would act in 

terrible ways. Both also believed that liberty of the wrong 

kindled to bewilderment and political breakdown. Their ideas 

would together flow into a stream of anti-rationalist 

conservatism, but would still stay separate. Whereas Burke 

was more open to argumentation and disagreement, Maistre 
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wanted authority and obedience, leading to a more illiberal 

strain of thought.  

History of conservative parties and 

movements 

Conservative political parties vary widely from country to 

country in the goals they wish to achieve. Both conservative 

and liberal parties tend to favor private ownership of property, 

in opposition to communist, socialist and green parties, which 

favor communal ownership or laws requiring social 

responsibility on the part of property owners. Where 

conservatives and liberals differ is primarily on social issues. 

Conservatives tend to reject behavior that does not conform to 

some social norm. Modern conservative parties often define 

themselves by their opposition to liberal or labor parties. The 

United States usage of the term "conservative" is unique to 

that country.  

In Italy, which was united by liberals and radicals 

(Risorgimento), liberals, not conservatives, emerged as the 

party of the right. In the Netherlands, conservatives merged 

into a new Christian democratic party in 1980. In Austria, 

Germany, Portugal and Spain, conservatism was transformed 

into and incorporated into fascism or the far-right. In 1940, all 

Japanese parties were merged into a single fascist party. 

Following the war, Japanese conservatives briefly returned to 

politics, but were largely purged from public office.  

Conservative elites have long dominated Latin American 

nations. Mostly, this has been achieved through control of and 
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support for civil institutions, the church and the armed forces, 

rather than through party politics. Typically, the church was 

exempt from taxes and its employees immune from civil 

prosecution. Where national conservative parties were weak or 

non-existent, conservatives were more likely to rely on military 

dictatorship as a preferred form of government. However, in 

some nations where the elites were able to mobilize popular 

support for conservative parties, longer periods of political 

stability were achieved. Chile, Colombia and Venezuela are 

examples of nations that developed strong conservative parties. 

Argentina, Brazil, El Salvador and Peru are examples of 

nations where this did not occur. The Conservative Party of 

Venezuela disappeared following the Federal Wars of 1858–

1863. Chile's conservative party, the National Party, disbanded 

in 1973 following a military coup and did not re-emerge as a 

political force following the subsequent return to democracy. 

Louis Hartz explained conservatism in Quebec and Latin 

America as a result of their settlement as feudal societies. The 

American conservative writer Russell Kirk provided the opinion 

that conservatism had been brought to the United States and 

interpreted the American Revolution as a "conservative 

revolution".  

Historic conservatism in different 

countries 

Although political conservatism developed in most countries, 

most countries did not have conservative parties. Many 

conservatives parties disappeared as the reasons for there 

existence disappeared. Below are listed the historic 

conservative parties that survive today.  
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Belgium 

Having its roots in the conservative Catholic Party, the 

Christian People's Party retained a conservative edge through 

the twentieth century, supporting the king in the Royal 

Question, supporting nuclear family as the cornerstone of 

society, defending Christian education, and opposing 

euthanasia. The Christian People's Party dominated politics in 

post-war Belgium. In 1999, the party's support collapsed, and 

it became the country's fifth-largest party. Currently, the N-VA 

(nieuw-vlaamse alliantie/New Flemish Alliance) is the largest 

party in Belgium.  

Canada 

Canada's conservatives had their roots in the Tory loyalists 

who left America after the American Revolution. They 

developed in the socio-economic and political cleavages that 

existed during the first three decades of the 19th century and 

had the support of the business, professional and established 

Church (Anglican) elites in Ontario and to a lesser extent in 

Quebec. Holding a monopoly over administrative and judicial 

offices, they were called the "Family Compact" in Ontario and 

the "Chateau Clique" in Quebec. John A. Macdonald's 

successful leadership of the movement to confederate the 

provinces and his subsequent tenure as prime minister for 

most of the late 19th century rested on his ability to bring 

together the English-speaking Protestant oligarchy and the 

ultramontane Catholic hierarchy of Quebec and to keep them 

united in a conservative coalition.  
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The conservatives combined pro-market liberalism and 

Toryism. They generally supported an activist government and 

state intervention in the marketplace and their policies were 

marked by noblesse oblige, a paternalistic responsibility of the 

elites for the less well-off. From 1942, the party was known as 

the Progressive Conservatives until 2003, when the national 

party merged with the Canadian Alliance to form the 

Conservative Party of Canada.  

The conservative and autonomist Union Nationale, led by 

Maurice Duplessis, governed the province of Quebec in periods 

from 1936 to 1960 and in a close alliance with the Catholic 

Church, small rural elites, farmers and business elites. This 

period, known by liberals as the Great Darkness, ended with 

the Quiet Revolution and the party went into terminal decline. 

By the end of the 1960s, the political debate in Quebec 

centered around the question of independence, opposing the 

social democratic and sovereignist Parti Québécois and the 

centrist and federalist Quebec Liberal Party, therefore 

marginalizing the conservative movement. Most French 

Canadian conservatives rallied either the Quebec Liberal Party 

or the Parti Québécois, while some of them still tried to offer 

an autonomist third-way with what was left of the Union 

Nationale or the more populists Ralliement créditiste du 

Québec and Parti national populaire, but by the 1981 

provincial election politically organized conservatism had been 

obliterated in Quebec. It slowly started to revive at the 1994 

provincial election with the Action démocratique du Québec, 

who served as Official opposition in the National Assembly 

from 2007 to 2008, before its merger with François Legault's 

Coalition Avenir Québec in 2012, that took power in 2018.  
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The modern Conservative Party of Canada has rebranded 

conservatism and under the leadership of Stephen Harper, the 

Conservative Party added more conservative policies.  

Colombia 

The Colombian Conservative Party, founded in 1849, traces its 

origins to opponents of General Francisco de Paula Santander's 

1833–1837 administration. While the term "liberal" had been 

used to describe all political forces in Colombia, the 

conservatives began describing themselves as "conservative 

liberals" and their opponents as "red liberals". From the 1860s 

until the present, the party has supported strong central 

government; supported the Catholic Church, especially its role 

as protector of the sanctity of the family; and opposed 

separation of church and state. Its policies include the legal 

equality of all men, the citizen's right to own property and 

opposition to dictatorship. It has usually been Colombia's 

second largest party, with the Colombian Liberal Party being 

the largest.  

Denmark 

Founded in 1915, the Conservative People's Party of Denmark. 

was the successor of Højre (literally "Right"). The conservative 

party led the government coalition from 1982 to 1993. The 

party was a junior partner in coalition with the Liberals from 

2001 to 2011. The party is preceded by 11 years by the Young 

Conservatives (KU), today the youth movement of the party. 

The party suffered a major defeat in the parliamentary 
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elections of September 2011 in which the party lost more than 

half of its seat and also lost governmental power. A liberal 

cultural policy dominated during the post-war period. However, 

by the 1990s, disagreements regarding immigrants from 

entirely different cultures ignited a conservative backlash.  

Finland 

The conservative party in Finland is the National Coalition 

Party (in Finnish Kansallinen Kokoomus, Kok). The party was 

founded in 1918 when several monarchist parties united. 

Although in the past the party was right-wing, today it is a 

moderate liberal conservative party. While the party advocates 

economic liberalism, it is committed to the social market 

economy.  

France 

Conservatism in France focused on the rejection of the 

secularism of the French Revolution, support for the role of the 

Catholic Church and the restoration of the monarchy. The 

monarchist cause was on the verge of victory in the 1870s, but 

then collapsed because the proposed king refused to fly the tri-

colored flag. Religious tensions heightened in the 1890–1910 

era, but moderated after the spirit of unity in fighting the First 

World War. An extreme form of conservatism characterized the 

Vichy regime of 1940–1944 with heightened antisemitism, 

opposition to individualism, emphasis on family life and 

national direction of the economy.  
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Following the Second World War, conservatives in France 

supported Gaullist groups and have been nationalistic and 

emphasized tradition, order and the regeneration of France. 

Gaullists held divergent views on social issues. The number of 

conservative groups, their lack of stability and their tendency 

to be identified with local issues defy simple categorization. 

Conservatism has been the major political force in France 

since the Second World War. Unusually, post-war French 

conservatism was formed around the personality of a leader, 

Charles de Gaulle; and did not draw on traditional French 

conservatism, but on the Bonapartism tradition. Gaullism in 

France continues under The Republicans (formerly Union for a 

Popular Movement), which was previously led by Nicolas 

Sarkozy, a conservative figure in France. The word 

"conservative" itself is a term of abuse in France.  

Greece 

The main inter-war conservative party was called the People's 

Party (PP), which supported constitutional monarchy and 

opposed the republican Liberal Party. Both it and the Liberal 

party were suppressed by the authoritarian, arch-conservative 

and royalist 4th of August Regime of Ioannis Metaxas in 1936–

1941. The PP was able to re-group after the Second World War 

as part of a United Nationalist Front which achieved power 

campaigning on a simple anticommunist, ultranationalist 

platform during the Greek Civil War (1946–1949). However, the 

vote received by the PP declined during the so-called "Centrist 

Interlude" in 1950–1952. In 1952, Marshal Alexandros Papagos 

created the Greek Rally as an umbrella for the right-wing 

forces. The Greek Rally came to power in 1952 and remained 
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the leading party in Greece until 1963—after Papagos' death in 

1955 reformed as the National Radical Union under 

Konstantinos Karamanlis. Right-wing governments backed by 

the palace and the army overthrew the Centre Union 

government in 1965 and governed the country until the 

establishment of the far-right Greek junta (1967–1974). After 

the regime's collapse in August 1974, Karamanlis returned 

from exile to lead the government and founded the New 

Democracy party. The new conservative party had four 

objectives: to confront Turkish expansionism in Cyprus, to 

reestablish and solidify democratic rule, to give the country a 

strong government and to make a powerful moderate party a 

force in Greek politics.  

The Independent Greeks, a newly formed political party in 

Greece, has also supported conservatism, particularly national 

and religious conservatism. The Founding Declaration of the 

Independent Greeks strongly emphasises in the preservation of 

the Greek state and its sovereignty, the Greek people and the 

Greek Orthodox Church.  

Iceland 

Founded in 1924 as the Conservative Party, Iceland's 

Independence Party adopted its current name in 1929 after the 

merger with the Liberal Party. From the beginning, they have 

been the largest vote-winning party, averaging around 40%. 

They combined liberalism and conservatism, supported 

nationalization of infrastructure and opposed class conflict. 

While mostly in opposition during the 1930s, they embraced 

economic liberalism, but accepted the welfare state after the 
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war and participated in governments supportive of state 

intervention and protectionism. Unlike other Scandanivian 

conservative (and liberal) parties, it has always had a large 

working-class following. After the financial crisis in 2008, the 

party has sunk to a lower support level around 20–25%.  

Luxembourg 

Luxembourg's major conservative party, the Christian Social 

People's Party (CSV or PCS), was formed as the Party of the 

Right in 1914 and adopted its present name in 1945. It was 

consistently the largest political party in Luxembourg, and 

dominated politics throughout the 20th century.  

Norway 

The Conservative Party of Norway (Norwegian: Høyre, literally 

"right") was formed by the old upper class of state officials and 

wealthy merchants to fight the populist democracy of the 

Liberal Party, but lost power in 1884, when parliamentarian 

government was first practised. It formed its first government 

under parliamentarism in 1889 and continued to alternate in 

power with the Liberals until the 1930s, when Labour became 

the dominant political party. It has elements both of 

paternalism, stressing the responsibilities of the state, and of 

economic liberalism. It first returned to power in the 1960s. 

During Kåre Willoch's premiership in the 1980s, much 

emphasis was laid on liberalizing the credit and housing 

market, and abolishing the NRK TV and radio monopoly, while 
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supporting law and order in criminal justice and traditional 

norms in education  

Sweden 

Sweden's conservative party, the Moderate Party, was formed 

in 1904, two years after the founding of the Liberal Party. The 

party emphasizes tax reductions, deregulation of private 

enterprise and privatization of schools, hospitals, and 

kindergartens.  

Switzerland 

There are a number of conservative parties in Switzerland's 

parliament, the Federal Assembly. These include the largest, 

the Swiss People's Party (SVP), the Christian Democratic 

People's Party (CVP) and the Conservative Democratic Party of 

Switzerland (BDP), which is a splinter of the SVP created in the 

aftermath to the election of Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf as 

Federal Council. The right-wing parties have a majority in the 

Federal Assembly.  

The Swiss People's Party (SVP or UDC) was formed from the 

1971 merger of the Party of Farmers, Traders and Citizens, 

formed in 1917 and the smaller Swiss Democratic Party, 

formed in 1942. The SVP emphasized agricultural policy and 

was strong among farmers in German-speaking Protestant 

areas. As Switzerland considered closer relations with the 

European Union in the 1990s, the SVP adopted a more militant 

protectionist and isolationist stance. This stance has allowed it 
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to expand into German-speaking Catholic mountainous areas. 

The Anti-Defamation League, a non-Swiss lobby group based in 

the United States has accused them of manipulating issues 

such as immigration, Swiss neutrality and welfare benefits, 

awakening antisemitism and racism. The Council of Europe 

has called the SVP "extreme right", although some scholars 

dispute this classification. For instance, Hans-Georg Betz 

describes it as "populist radical right". The SVP is the largest 

party since 2003.  

United Kingdom 

According to historian James Sack, English conservatives 

celebrate Edmund Burke who was Irish, as their intellectual 

father. Burke was affiliated with the Whig Party which 

eventually became the Liberal Party, but the modern 

Conservative Party is generally thought to derive from the Tory 

party and the MPs of the modern conservative party are still 

frequently referred to as Tories.  

Shortly after Burke's death in 1797, conservatism revived as a 

mainstream political force as the Whigs suffered a series of 

internal divisions. This new generation of conservatives derived 

their politics not from Burke, but from his predecessor, the 

Viscount Bolingbroke (1678–1751), who was a Jacobite and 

traditional Tory, lacking Burke's sympathies for Whiggish 

policies such as Catholic emancipation and American 

independence (famously attacked by Samuel Johnson in 

"Taxation No Tyranny"). In the first half of the 19th century, 

many newspapers, magazines, and journals promoted loyalist 

or right-wing attitudes in religion, politics and international 
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affairs. Burke was seldom mentioned, but William Pitt the 

Younger (1759–1806) became a conspicuous hero. The most 

prominent journals included The Quarterly Review, founded in 

1809 as a counterweight to the Whigs' Edinburgh Review and 

the even more conservative Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine. 

Sack finds that the Quarterly Review promoted a balanced 

Canningite toryism as it was neutral on Catholic emancipation 

and only mildly critical of Nonconformist Dissent; it opposed 

slavery and supported the current poor laws; and it was 

"aggressively imperialist". The high-church clergy of the 

Church of England read the Orthodox Churchman's Magazine 

which was equally hostile to Jewish, Catholic, Jacobin, 

Methodist and Unitarian spokesmen. Anchoring the ultra 

Tories, Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine stood firmly against 

Catholic emancipation and favoured slavery, cheap money, 

mercantilism, the Navigation Acts and the Holy Alliance.  

Conservatism evolved after 1820, embracing free trade in 1846 

and a commitment to democracy, especially under Disraeli. The 

effect was to significantly strengthen conservatism as a 

grassroots political force. Conservatism no longer was the 

philosophical defense of the landed aristocracy, but had been 

refreshed into redefining its commitment to the ideals of order, 

both secular and religious, expanding imperialism, 

strengthened monarchy and a more generous vision of the 

welfare state as opposed to the punitive vision of the Whigs 

and liberals. As early as 1835, Disraeli attacked the Whigs and 

utilitarians as slavishly devoted to an industrial oligarchy, 

while he described his fellow Tories as the only "really 

democratic party of England" and devoted to the interests of 

the whole people. Nevertheless, inside the party there was a 

tension between the growing numbers of wealthy businessmen 
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on the one side and the aristocracy and rural gentry on the 

other. The aristocracy gained strength as businessmen 

discovered they could use their wealth to buy a peerage and a 

country estate.  

Although conservatives opposed attempts to allow greater 

representation of the middle class in parliament, they 

conceded that electoral reform could not be reversed and 

promised to support further reforms so long as they did not 

erode the institutions of church and state. These new 

principles were presented in the Tamworth Manifesto of 1834, 

which historians regard as the basic statement of the beliefs of 

the new Conservative Party.  

Some conservatives lamented the passing of a pastoral world 

where the ethos of noblesse oblige had promoted respect from 

the lower classes. They saw the Anglican Church and the 

aristocracy as balances against commercial wealth. They 

worked toward legislation for improved working conditions and 

urban housing. This viewpoint would later be called Tory 

democracy. However, since Burke, there has always been 

tension between traditional aristocratic conservatism and the 

wealthy business class.  

In 1834, Tory Prime Minister Robert Peel issued the Tamworth 

Manifesto in which he pledged to endorse moderate political 

reform. This marked the beginning of the transformation of 

British conservatism from High Tory reactionism towards a 

more modern form based on "conservation". The party became 

known as the Conservative Party as a result, a name it has 

retained to this day. However, Peel would also be the root of a 

split in the party between the traditional Tories (led by the 
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Earl of Derby and Benjamin Disraeli) and the "Peelites" (led 

first by Peel himself, then by the Earl of Aberdeen). The split 

occurred in 1846 over the issue of free trade, which Peel 

supported, versus protectionism, supported by Derby. The 

majority of the party sided with Derby whilst about a third 

split away, eventually merging with the Whigs and the radicals 

to form the Liberal Party. Despite the split, the mainstream 

Conservative Party accepted the doctrine of free trade in 1852.  

In the second half of the 19th century, the Liberal Party faced 

political schisms, especially over Irish Home Rule. Leader 

William Gladstone (himself a former Peelite) sought to give 

Ireland a degree of autonomy, a move that elements in both the 

left and right-wings of his party opposed. These split off to 

become the Liberal Unionists (led by Joseph Chamberlain), 

forming a coalition with the Conservatives before merging with 

them in 1912. The Liberal Unionist influence dragged the 

Conservative Party towards the left as Conservative 

governments passing a number of progressive reforms at the 

turn of the 20th century. By the late 19th century, the 

traditional business supporters of the Liberal Party had joined 

the Conservatives, making them the party of business and 

commerce.  

After a period of Liberal dominance before the First World War, 

the Conservatives gradually became more influential in 

government, regaining full control of the cabinet in 1922. In 

the inter-war period, conservatism was the major ideology in 

Britain as the Liberal Party vied with the Labour Party for 

control of the left. After the Second World War, the first Labour 

government (1945–1951) under Clement Attlee embarked on a 

program of nationalization of industry and the promotion of 
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social welfare. The Conservatives generally accepted those 

policies until the 1980s.  

In the 1980s, the Conservative government of Margaret 

Thatcher, guided by neoliberal economics, reversed many of 

Labour's programmes. The Conservative Party also adopt soft 

eurosceptic politics, and oppose Federal Europe. Other 

conservative political parties, such as the United Kingdom 

Independence Party (UKIP, founded in 1993), Northern 

Ireland's Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) and the Democratic 

Unionist Party (DUP, founded in 1971), began to appear, 

although they have yet to make any significant impact at 

Westminster (as of 2014, the DUP comprises the largest 

political party in the ruling coalition in the Northern Ireland 

Assembly), and from 2017 to 2019 the DUP provided support 

for the Conservative minority government.  

Modern conservatism in different countries 

Many sources refer to any political parties on the right of the 

political spectrum as conservative despite having no 

connection with historical conservatism. In most cases, these 

parties do not use the term conservative in their name or self-

identify as conservative. Below is a partial list of such political 

parties.  

Australia 

The Liberal Party of Australia adheres to the principles of 

social conservatism and liberal conservatism. It is liberal in 

the sense of economics. Other conservative parties are the 
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National Party of Australia, a sister party of the Liberals, 

Family First Party, Democratic Labor Party, Shooters, Fishers 

and Farmers Party, Australian Conservatives, and the Katter's 

Australian Party.  

The second largest party in the country is the Australian Labor 

Party and its dominant faction is Labor Right, a socially 

conservative element. Australia undertook significant economic 

reform under the Labor Party in the mid-1980s. Consequently, 

issues like protectionism, welfare reform, privatization and 

deregulation are no longer debated in the political space as 

they are in Europe or North America. Moser and Catley 

explain: "In America, 'liberal' means left-of-center, and it is a 

pejorative term when used by conservatives in adversarial 

political debate. In Australia, of course, the conservatives are 

in the Liberal Party". Jupp points out that, "[the] decline in 

English influences on Australian reformism and radicalism, 

and appropriation of the symbols of Empire by conservatives 

continued under the Liberal Party leadership of Sir Robert 

Menzies, which lasted until 1966".  

Brazil 

Conservatism in Brazil originates from the cultural and 

historical tradition of Brazil, whose cultural roots are Luso-

Iberian and Roman Catholic. Brazilian conservatism from the 

20th century on includes names such as Gerardo Melo Mourão 

and Otto Maria Carpeaux in literature; Oliveira Lima and 

Oliveira Torres in historiography; Sobral Pinto and Miguel 

Reale in law; Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira and Father Paulo 

Ricardo in the Catholic Church; Roberto Campos and Mario 
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Henrique Simonsen in economics; Carlos Lacerda in the 

political arena; and Olavo de Carvalho in philosophy. Brazilian 

Labour Renewal Party, Patriota, Progressistas, Social Christian 

Party and Social Liberal Party are the conservative parties in 

Brazil.  

Germany 

Conservatism developed alongside nationalism in Germany, 

culminating in Germany's victory over France in the Franco-

Prussian War, the creation of the unified German Empire in 

1871 and the simultaneous rise of Otto von Bismarck on the 

European political stage. Bismarck's "balance of power" model 

maintained peace in Europe for decades at the end of the 19th 

century. His "revolutionary conservatism" was a conservative 

state-building strategy designed to make ordinary Germans—

not just the Junker elite—more loyal to state and emperor, he 

created the modern welfare state in Germany in the 1880s. 

According to Kees van Kersbergen and Barbara Vis, his 

strategy was:  

[G]ranting social rights to enhance the integration of a 

hierarchical society, to forge a bond between workers and the 

state so as to strengthen the latter, to maintain traditional 

relations of authority between social and status groups, and to 

provide a countervailing power against the modernist forces of 

liberalism and socialism. 

Bismarck also enacted universal male suffrage in the new 

German Empire in 1871. He became a great hero to German 
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conservatives, who erected many monuments to his memory 

after he left office in 1890.  

With the rise of Nazism in 1933, agrarian movements faded 

and was supplanted by a more command-based economy and 

forced social integration. Though Adolf Hitler succeeded in 

garnering the support of many German industrialists, 

prominent traditionalists openly and secretly opposed his 

policies of euthanasia, genocide and attacks on organized 

religion, including Claus von Stauffenberg, Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, Henning von Tresckow, Bishop Clemens August 

Graf von Galen and the monarchist Carl Friedrich Goerdeler.  

More recently, the work of conservative Christian Democratic 

Union leader and Chancellor Helmut Kohl helped bring about 

German reunification, along with the closer European 

integration in the form of the Maastricht Treaty. 

Today, German conservatism is often associated with 

politicians such as Chancellor Angela Merkel, whose tenure 

has been marked by attempts to save the common European 

currency (Euro) from demise. The German conservatives are 

divided under Merkel due to the refugee crisis in Germany and 

many conservatives in the CDU/CSU oppose the refugee and 

migrant policies developed under Merkel.  

India 

In India, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led by Narendra 

Modi, represent conservative politics. The BJP is the largest 

right-wing conservative party in the world. It promotes cultural 
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nationalism, Hindu Nationalism, an aggressive foreign policy 

against Pakistan and a conservative social and fiscal policy.  

Italy 

By 1945 the extreme right fascist movement of Benito 

Mussolini was discredited. After World War II, in Italy the 

conservative parties were dominated by the Christian 

Democracy (DC) party. With its landslide victory over the left in 

1948, the Center Right was in power and was, says Denis Mack 

Smith, "moderately conservative, reasonably tolerant of 

everything which did not touch religion or property, but above 

all Catholic and sometimes clerical." It dominated politics until 

the DC party's dissolution in 1994.   

In 1994, the media tycoon and entrepreneur Silvio Berlusconi 

founded the liberal conservative party Forza Italia (FI). 

Berlusconi won three elections in 1994, 2001 and 2008, 

governing the country for almost ten years as Prime Minister. 

Forza Italia formed a coalition with right-wing regional party 

Lega Nord while in government. Besides FI, now the 

conservative ideas are mainly expressed by the New Centre-

Right party led by Angelino Alfano, Berlusconi formed a new 

party, which is a rebirth of Forza Italia, thuds founding a new 

conservative movement. Alfano served as Minister of Foreign 

Affairs. After the 2018 election, Lega Nord and the Five Star 

Movement formed a right-wing populist government, which 

later failed.  
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Russia 

Under Vladimir Putin, the dominant leader since 1999, Russia 

has promoted explicitly conservative policies in social, cultural 

and political matters, both at home and abroad. Putin has 

attacked globalism and economic liberalism. Russian 

conservatism is unique in some respects as it supports 

Economic intervention with a mixed economy, with a strong 

nationalist sentiment and social conservatism with its views 

being largely populist. Russian conservatism as a result 

opposes libertarian ideals such as the aforementioned concept 

of economic liberalism found in other conservative movements 

around the world. Putin has as a result promoted new think 

tanks that bring together like-minded intellectuals and writers. 

For example, the Izborsky Club, founded in 2012 by Aleksandr 

Prokhanov, stresses Russian nationalism, the restoration of 

Russia's historical greatness and systematic opposition to 

liberal ideas and policies. Vladislav Surkov, a senior 

government official, has been one of the key ideologists during 

Putin's presidency.  

In cultural and social affairs, Putin has collaborated closely 

with the Russian Orthodox Church. Mark Woods provides 

specific examples of how the Church under Patriarch Kirill of 

Moscow has backed the expansion of Russian power into 

Crimea and eastern Ukraine. More broadly, The New York 

Times reports in September 2016 how that Church's policy 

prescriptions support the Kremlin's appeal to social 

conservatives:  
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"A fervent foe of homosexuality and any attempt to put 

individual rights above those of family, community, or nation, 

the Russian Orthodox Church helps project Russia as the 

natural ally of all those who pine for a more secure, illiberal 

world free from the tradition-crushing rush of globalization, 

multiculturalism, and women's and gay rights." 

• —Andrew Higgins (The New York Times: In Expanding

Russian Influence, Faith Combines With Firepower)

South Korea 

South Korea's major conservative party, the People Power Party 

(South Korea), has changed its form throughout its history. 

First it was the Democratic-Liberal Party(민주자유당, Minju Ja-

yudang) and its first head was Roh Tae-woo who was the first 

President of the Sixth Republic of South Korea. Democratic-

Liberal Party was founded by the merging of Roh Tae-woo's 

Democratic Justice Party, Kim Young Sam's Reunification 

Democratic Party and Kim Jong-pil's New Democratic 

Republican Party. And again through election its second 

leader, Kim Young-sam, became the fourteenth President of 

Korea. When the conservative party was beaten by the 

opposition party in the general election, it changed its form 

again to follow the party members' demand for reforms. It 

became the New Korean Party, but it changed again one year 

later since the President Kim Young-sam was blamed by the 

citizen for the International Monetary Fund. It changed its 

name to Grand National Party (GNP). Since the late Kim Dae-

jung assumed the presidency in 1998, GNP had been the 
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opposition party until Lee Myung-bak won the presidential 

election of 2007.  

United States 

The meaning of "conservatism" in the United States has little 

in common with the way the word is used elsewhere. As Ribuffo 

(2011) notes, "what Americans now call conservatism much of 

the world calls liberalism or neoliberalism". American 

conservatism is a broad system of political beliefs in the 

United States that is characterized by respect for American 

traditions, support for Judeo-Christian values, economic 

liberalism, anti-communism and a defense of Western culture. 

Liberty within the bounds of conformity to conservatism is a 

core value, with a particular emphasis on strengthening the 

free market, limiting the size and scope of government and 

opposition to high taxes and government or labor union 

encroachment on the entrepreneur.  

In early American politics, it was the Democratic party 

practicing 'conservatism' in its attempts to maintain the social 

and economic institution of slavery. Democratic president 

Andrew Johnson, as one commonly known example, was 

considered a Conservative. "The Democrats were often called 

conservative and embraced that label. Many of them were 

conservative in the sense that they wanted things to be like 

they were in the past, especially as far as race was concerned." 

In 1892, Democrat Grover Cleveland won the election on a 

conservative platform, that argued for maintaining the gold 

standard, reducing tariffs, and supporting a laisse faire 

approach to government intervention. Since the 1950s, 
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conservatism in the United States has been chiefly associated 

with the Republican Party. However, during the era of 

segregation, many Southern Democrats were conservatives and 

they played a key role in the conservative coalition that largely 

controlled domestic policy in Congress from 1937 to 1963. The 

conservative Democrats continued to have influence in the US 

politics until 1994's Republican Revolution, when the American 

South shifted from solid Democrat to solid Republican, while 

maintaining its conservative values.  

The major conservative party in the United States today is the 

Republican Party, also known as the GOP (Grand Old Party). 

Modern American conservatives consider individual liberty, as 

long as it conforms to conservative values, small government, 

deregulation of the government, economic liberalism, and free 

trade, as the fundamental trait of democracy, which contrasts 

with modern American liberals, who generally place a greater 

value on social equality and social justice. Other major 

priorities within American conservatism include support for 

the traditional family, law and order, the right to bear arms, 

Christian values, anti-communism and a defense of "Western 

civilization from the challenges of modernist culture and 

totalitarian governments". Economic conservatives and 

libertarians favor small government, low taxes, limited 

regulation and free enterprise. Some social conservatives see 

traditional social values threatened by secularism, so they 

support school prayer and oppose abortion and homosexuality. 

Neoconservatives want to expand American ideals throughout 

the world and show a strong support for Israel. Paleo 

conservatives, in opposition to multiculturalism, press for 

restrictions on immigration. Most US conservatives prefer 

Republicans over Democrats and most factions favor a strong 
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foreign policy and a strong military. The conservative 

movement of the 1950s attempted to bring together these 

divergent strands, stressing the need for unity to prevent the 

spread of "godless communism", which Reagan later labeled an 

"evil empire". During the Reagan administration, conservatives 

also supported the so-called "Reagan Doctrine" under which 

the US as part of a Cold War strategy provided military and 

other support to guerrilla insurgencies that were fighting 

governments identified as socialist or communist. The Reagan 

administration also adopted neoliberalism and trickle-down 

economics, as well as Reaganomics, which made for economic 

growth in the 1980s, fueled by trillion-dollar deficits.  

Other modern conservative positions include opposition to big 

government and opposition to environmentalism. On average, 

American conservatives desire tougher foreign policies than 

liberals do. Economic liberalism, deregulation and social 

conservatism are major principles of the Republican Party.  

The Tea Party movement, founded in 2009, had proven a large 

outlet for populist American conservative ideas. Their stated 

goals included rigorous adherence to the US constitution, 

lower taxes, and opposition to a growing role for the federal 

government in health care. Electorally, it was considered a key 

force in Republicans reclaiming control of the US House of 

Representatives in 2010.  

Psychology 

Following the Second World War, psychologists conducted 

research into the different motives and tendencies that account 
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for ideological differences between left and right. The early 

studies focused on conservatives, beginning with Theodor W. 

Adorno's The Authoritarian Personality (1950) based on the F-

scale personality test. This book has been heavily criticized on 

theoretical and methodological grounds, but some of its 

findings have been confirmed by further empirical research.  

In 1973, British psychologist Glenn Wilson published an 

influential book providing evidence that a general factor 

underlying conservative beliefs is "fear of uncertainty." A meta-

analysis of research literature by Jost, Glaser, Kruglanski, and 

Sulloway in 2003 found that many factors, such as intolerance 

of ambiguity and need for cognitive closure, contribute to the 

degree of one's political conservatism and its manifestations in 

decision-making. A study by Kathleen Maclay stated these 

traits "might be associated with such generally valued 

characteristics as personal commitment and unwavering 

loyalty". The research also suggested that while most people 

are resistant to change, liberals are more tolerant of it.  

According to psychologist Bob Altemeyer, individuals who are 

politically conservative tend to rank high in right-wing 

authoritarianism (RWA) on his RWA scale. This finding was 

echoed by Adorno. A study done on Israeli and Palestinian 

students in Israel found that RWA scores of right-wing party 

supporters were significantly higher than those of left-wing 

party supporters. However, a 2005 study by H. Michael 

Crowson and colleagues suggested a moderate gap between 

RWA and other conservative positions, stating that their 

"results indicated that conservatism is not synonymous with 

RWA".  
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Psychologist Felicia Pratto and her colleagues have found 

evidence to support the idea that a high social dominance 

orientation (SDO) is strongly correlated with conservative 

political views and opposition to social engineering to promote 

equality, though Pratto's findings have been highly 

controversial as Pratto and her colleagues found that high SDO 

scores were highly correlated with measures of prejudice. 

However, David J. Schneider argued for a more complex 

relationships between the three factors, writing that 

"correlations between prejudice and political conservative are 

reduced virtually to zero when controls for SDO are instituted, 

suggesting that the conservatism–prejudice link is caused by 

SDO". Conservative political theorist Kenneth Minogue 

criticized Pratto's work, saying: "It is characteristic of the 

conservative temperament to value established identities, to 

praise habit and to respect prejudice, not because it is 

irrational, but because such things anchor the darting 

impulses of human beings in solidities of custom which we do 

not often begin to value until we are already losing them. 

Radicalism often generates youth movements, while 

conservatism is a condition found among the mature, who have 

discovered what it is in life they most value".  

A 1996 study on the relationship between racism and 

conservatism found that the correlation was stronger among 

more educated individuals, though "anti-Black affect had 

essentially no relationship with political conservatism at any 

level of educational or intellectual sophistication". They also 

found that the correlation between racism and conservatism 

could be entirely accounted for by their mutual relationship 

with social dominance orientation.  
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In his 2008 book, Gross National Happiness, Arthur C. Brooks 

presents the finding that conservatives are roughly twice as 

happy as liberals. A 2008 study demonstrates that 

conservatives tend to be happier than liberals because of their 

tendency to justify the current state of affairs and because 

they're less bothered by inequalities in society. In fact, as 

income inequality increases, this difference in relative 

happiness increases because conservatives, more so than 

liberals, possess an ideological buffer against the negative 

hedonic effects of economic inequality. A 2012 study disputed 

this.  

A 2009 study found that conservatism and cognitive ability are 

negatively correlated. It found that conservatism has a 

negative correlation with SAT, Vocabulary, and Analogy test 

scores, measures of education (such as gross enrollment in 

primary, secondary, and tertiary levels), and performance on 

math and reading assignments from the PISA. It also found 

that conservatism correlates with components of the Failed 

States Index and "several other measures of economic and 

political development of nations." Nonetheless, in a Brazilian 

sample, the highest IQs were found among centre-rightists and 

centrists, even after correcting for gender, age, education and 

income.  

Personality psychology research has shown that conservatism 

is positively correlated to conscientiousness and negatively 

correlated with openness to new experiences. Because 

conscientiousness is positively related to job performance, a 

2021 study found that conservative service workers earn 

higher ratings, evaluations, and tips than liberal ones. 
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